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CHAPTEK XV. 

1769-1TT3. 



Ctange in lie Assembly— Lord Norti'g Ad minis tralion— Removal of Taxes— 'Eefinuiptioii 
of Importations — Confliota about the Liberty Pole — Battle oEGoMenHlll. 

It was not long before Golden, through the instrumeu- 
taUty of De Laucey, won over the members of the new 
Assembly to the interest of the royalists. They com- 
plied without much reluctance with most of the require- 
ments of the Mutiny Act, and projected another scheme 
which was viewed by the patriots with much distrust, 
as concealing some insidious snare for the liberties of the 
colonies. This was the emission of bills of credit to the 
amount of one hundred and twenty thousand pounds, to 
be loaned to the people, the interest of which was to be 
applied to the support of the colonial government. 
A grant of a thousand pounds from the treasury, 
together with a thousand more of the bills about to 
be issued, was made for the maintenance of the troops, 
and a strong disposition was evinced in favor of the 
royalist party. 

This new scheme for raising money excited the dis 
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'ust of the people, and rumors were circulated that the 
ssembly had betrayed the country to the governor and 
ihe British ministry. On the 16th of December, an 
inflammatory handbill, signed by a Son of Liberty, 
appeared, addressed to the betrayed inhabitants of the 
city. This document, which was ably and earnestly 
written, warned the people against the subtle attack 
made on their Hberties by the emission of the bills of 
credit, as a scheme devised to separate the colonies ; 
and, denouncing the Assembly in no measured terms, 
closed with an invitation to the people to meet the next 
day in the fields and discuss the conduct of their 
representatives. 

The next day, a large assemblage gathered on the 
Commons. John Lamb was chosen chairman of the 
meeting. The proceedings of the Assembly were unani- 
mously disapproved, and a committee was appointed, 
with _ Lamb at the head, to convey the sense of the 
meeting to the Legislature. The latter received the 
deputation with courtesy, but refused to make any 
change in their policy, declaring that the law was 
satisfactory to the mass of the people. On the follow- 
ing day, another handbill appeared, over the signature 
of "Legion,"* written evidently by the same hand as 



• We give tiiia handbill verbatim. 
"To THE Public. — TbeBpiritofthe timea renders it neoeasary for the inhabitanta 
"of the city to convene, in order effectually to ayert tbe destruotiTe consequences of 
" the late bask iKOLOBions conduct of our Gleneral Asaembly, who have in opposition 
" to the loud and general voice of their constitvienta, the dictates of souncl polioj, 
" the ties of gratitude, and the glorious struggle we have engaged in for our 
" inralnable birthrights, dared to vote suppliea to tbe troops without tbe least shadow 
« of R pretest for their pernicions grant. The moat eligible place will be in the Fields, 
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the first, and openly charging the Assembly with a 
betrayal of their trust. This second attack roused the 
ire of the body ; they at once denounced the papers as 
libellous, and offered a reward of one hundred and fifty 
pounds for the discovery of the writers, Philip Schuyler 
alone voting against it. Lamb was accused and brought 
before the bar of the House, where he boldly justified all 
that he had done, declaring that he had only exercised 
the right of every Englishman, His colleagues on the 
committee — Isaac Sears, Caspar Wistar, Alexander Mc- 
Dougall, Jacobus Tan Zandt, Samuel Broome, Erasmus 
Williams and James Van Vaurk — seconded his defence, 
fearlessly avowing that they were implicated with Lamb, 
and equally ready to answer for their conduct, and the 
charge, which had been made at the instance of De 
Noyellis, was finally dismissed by the Assembly. But 
they did not relax their efforts to discover the authors 
of the so-called libels. The type afi'orded a clue to the 
printing-ofl&ce of James Parker, who was at once 
arrested, confined in the fort, and threatened with the 
loss of his place as Secretary of the Post-office, unless 
he would reveal the name of the writer. The menace 
produced the desired effect ; Parker denounced Alex- 
ander McDougall, who was at once arrested and 
imprisoned in the new jail, where a daily ovation was 
tendered him by his ftiends, who regarded him as a 



" near Mr. De La Montalgne'a, and the tini^J>etween 10 and 11 o'olook this mor 
" ing, where we doubt not every friend to his conntr; will attend. 

"LBaioff" 
The original of this and the other handbills quoted here &re preeerred in tl 
librsry of the Historical Society, 
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martyr to the cause of liberty. The ladies flocked in 
crowds 10 the cell of the imprisoned patriot, and so 
numerous were his visitors, that, in order to gain leisure 
for tlie defence of his cause, he was obliged to publish a 
card, fixing his hours for public reception. He remained 
in the jail from February to the April term of the court, 
when the grand jury found a bill against him, to which 
he pleaded "not guilty." A few days afterward, he 
was released on bail. 

The Sons of Liberty, meanwhile, continued their 
opposition to the Assembly, watching vigilantly over 
the maintenance of the Non-importation Act, which the 
merchants, on their part, had not ceased to observe. 
They also attempted to substitute the vote by ballot for 
the old mode of the open vote, but the plan, though 
warmly approved by the people, was rejected in the 
House by a large majority. In the spring of 1770, a 
change took place in the disposition of the British 
ministry. Lord North assumed the charge of affairs, 
and, under his direction, the tax was at once removed . 
from all the articles enumerated in the bill of Towns- 
hend, with the exception of that on tea. This, indeed, 
was retained rather in proof of the right of Great Britain 
to tax the colonies, than for any considerable difference 
in the revenue. But the principle was equally dear 
to the American patriots ; they were sworn to resist 
parliamentary taxation, and they resolved that they 
would not yield a single point which might be construed 
into a precedent for future oppression. 

In the meantime, the contest had been renewed about 
the Liberty-Pole, which, for three years, had remained 
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unmolested. On the 13th of January, 1770, a party of 
soldiers belonging to the 16th regiment attacked it, and, 
cutting off the wooden supporters about it, made a fruit- 
less attempt to blow it up with gunpowder. Failing in 
this, they next fell upon a knot of citizens who had 
gathered in front of Montagne's public-house in Broad- 
way near Murray street — at that time the head-quarters 
of the Sons of Liberty — and forced them into the house 
at the point of the bayonet. The besieged vainly 
attempted to barricade tlje doors, but the soldiers broke 
in, sword in hand, and demolished the windows and fur- 
niture. In the midst of the destruction, some officers 
came up, and ordered the soldiers back to their bar- 
racks. 

On the two following nights, the attempts were 
repeated without success ; but, on the night of the 16th, 
taking shelter in a ruined building near by, which had 
formerly been used for barracks, the soldiers accom- 
plished their design, and, levelling the pole to the 
ground, sawed it into pieces, and derisively piled it up 
before Montagne's door. 

This insult aroused the Sons of Liberty. Handbills 
were circulated the next day through the city,* calling on 
the people to meet that night on the Commons to dis- 
cuss the outrage. Three thousand citizens assembled in 
answer to the call. The meeting was quiet but earnest. 
Resolutions were passed, declaring unemployed soldiers 

• Taking warning by the defection of Packer, to escape detection, Uie Libertj 
Boys went at night to Holt's pvinting-ofRce in Broad street near the Eicliange, whore 
they aet up the type and printed the handbills themselTea, then circulated them by 
their emissaries the next day through the city. 
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to be dangerous to the peace of the city, while their 
employment by the citizens when off duty was detri- 
mental to the interests of the laboring classes and should 
therefore be discontinued. They further resolved that 
all soldiers under the rank of orderly, with the exception 
of sentinels, who should appear armed in the streets, 
together with all, both armed and unarmed, who should 
be found out of their barracks after the roll-call, should 
be regarded as enemies of the city and dealt with 
accordingly. Committees were also appointed to demo- 
lish the ruined building which had sheltered the soldiers 
in their attack on the Liberty-Pole, and to ask pennis- 
sion of the Common Council to erect another in its 
stead. 

The next day, three soldiers were detected by Isaac 
Sears and Walter Quackenbos in the act of posting 
throughout the city, scurrilous placards, signed by the 
16th Regiment of Foot, and abusive of the Sons of 
Liberty.* Incensed at this proceeding, Sears instantly 

* " Goii, ani a Soldief, all Men most adore. 

In Time of War, and not before ; 

When the War ia over, and all things righted, 

God ia forgotten, and the Soldier slighted." 
" Wheesas, on uncommon and riotous disturbance prevails throughout the city by 

" some of its inhabitants, who style themselves the S— s of L y, but rather =ioj 

" more properly be called real enemies to society ; and wherea-s, the army now quar- 
" tered ia New York, are represented in a heinous light, to their officers and others, 
" for having propagated a disturbance in thia city, by attempting to destroy their Lib- 
"erty-PoIc, in the fields; which, being now completed, without the assistance of tfce 
" army, we have reason to laugh at them, and beg the public onlj to obsorve how 

" chagrined these pretended S — of L loot aa they pass through the streets; 

" especially as these great heroes thought their freedom depended on a piece of wood, 
" «nd who may well be compared to Esau, who sold his birth-right for a mess of pot- 
" tage. And although those shining S — of L have boasted of th^ freedom, 
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grasped one by the collar, while Quackenbos laid hold 
of the other. The third of the party rushed upon Sears 
with his bayonet and endeavored to free his comrade 
from hia grasp, but the latter, seizing a friendly ram's 

surely (hoy have no right to throw an aspersion upon the army, since it ia out of tbe 
power of military discipline to deprive them of their freedom. However, notwith- 
standing, we are proud to see these elevated geniuses reduced to the low degree of 
having their place of general rendezvous made a (Gallows Green) vulgar phrase for 
a common place of eicoutioo for murderers, robbers, traitors and r — s, to t!ie lat- 

" ter of which we may compare those famous L B — s (Liberty Bojs) who have 

"nothing to boast of but the flippancy of tongue, although in defiance of the lawa 

" and good government of our most gracious sovereign, they openly and r y 

" (riotously) assembled in multitudes, to sdr up the minds of his majesty's good sub- 
"jects to seditiouj they have in their late seditious libel, signed Bkutus, eipressed 
" the most villainous falsehoods against the soldiers. But as ungrateful as thoy aie 
" counted, it la well known, since their arrival in New York they have watched nigtt 
" and day for the safety and protection of the city and its inhabitants ; who have suf- 
" fered the rays of the scorching sun in summer, and the severe colds of freezing 
" snowy nights in winter, which must be the case and fifty times worse had there been 

"a war, which we sincerely pray for, in hopes those S— sof L^ (Sons of Lib- 

" erty) may feel the effects of it, with famine and destruction pouring on their heads. 
" "Hs well known to the officers of the Iflth Regiment, as well as by several others, 
"that the soldiers of the sixteenth always gained the esteem and good will of the 
" inhabitants, in whatever quarter they lay, and were never counted neither insolent 
" or ungrateful, escept in this city. And likewise the Royal Regiment of Artillery, 
" who always behaved with gratitude and respect to every one. But the means of 
"making your famous city, which you so much boast of, an impoverished one, ia 
" your acting in violation to tbe laws of the British government ; but take heed, lest 
" you repent too late — for if you boast so (nightily of your famous exploits, as you 
"have heretofore done {witness the lale Stamp Act) we may allow you to be all 
." Alesakdehs, and lie under your feet, to be trodden upon with contempt and dis- 
"dain; but before we so tamely submit, be assured we will stand in defence of the 
" righta and privileges due to a soldier, and no farther ; but we hope, while we have 
"officers of conduct to act for us, they will do so, as ws shall leave it to their discre- 
" tion to act impartially for us, in hopes they, and every honest heart, will support 
" the soldiers' wives and children, and not whorea and bastards, as has been so mali- 
" c:ously, falsely and audaciously inserted in their impertinent libel, addressed to the 
" public ; for which, may the shame they mean to brand our names with, stick ou 
"thdrs. 

" (Signed by the 16th Regunent of Foot.)" 
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horn which happened to lie near by, hurled it with force 
into the face of his assaihmt, who reeled back from the 
shock, and left the Sons of Liberty to make their way 
with the captives to the office of the mayor. 

A reinforcement of twenty soldiers now came up with 
drawn swords and bayonets to the rescue of their com- 
rades. The unarmed citizens, who had flocked in num- 
bers to the spot, wrenched the stakes from the carta and 
sleighs that stood about, and, surrounding their pri- 
soners, prepared to guard them at all hazards, Mayor 
Hicks now interfered, and ordered the soldiers to their 
barracks. Yielding a partial obedience, they retired as 
far as Golden Hill, in John street between William and 
Cliff streets, closely pursued by the citizens, where they 
were joined by a fresh reinforcement, headed by a pre- 
sumed officer in disguise, who gave the command to halt 
and charge upon the populace. The few of the people who 
had been able to secure weapons ranged themselves in 
front of their defenceless friends, and a sanguinary con- 
test ensued, in which numbers were injured on either 
side. Francis Field, a peaceable Quaker, who was stand- 
ing in his doorway watching the aff'ray, received a 
severe wound in his cheek. Three other citizens were 
wounded, one of them being thrust through with a bay- 
onet. At some distance from them, a sailor was cut 
down. A boy was wounded in the head, and fled to a 
neighboring house for shelter. A woman kindly opened 
the door for him, when a brutal soldier made a thrust at 
her with a bayonet, fortunately missing his aim. One 
of the citizens who had been foremost in securing the 
prisoners at the mayor's office was attacked by two sol- 
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diers at once, but he defended himself vigorously with a 
cane, his only weapon, and forced his assailants back to 
the hill. Another citizen who was standing in the door 
of his house was attacked by a party of soldiers who 
attempted to enter — but, being armed, he succeeded in 
beating off the intruders.* 

During the whole of the affray, the citizens had con- 
tinued to surround the hill, and thus to keep their 
enemies in a state of blockade. Many of the soldiers 
were severely wounded, and many more disarmed ; yet 
this was done chiefly in self-defence ; the people stand- 
ing on the defensive, and contenting themselves with 
merely repelling the attacks, when they might easily, if 
disposed, have massacred the aggressors. At this junc- 
ture, a fresh party from the barracks came up, and 
called to their comrades to charge on the citizens, while 
they would support them by an attack on the rear, but 
just as they were preparing for the assault, a party of 
officers appeared, and ordered them to their barracks. 
The people at once opened their ranks and raised the 
siege, thus ending the first day of the contest in a drawn 
battle. 

The next morning— the 19th — ^the soldiers recom- 
menced the conflict by thrusting a bayonet through the 
cloak and dress of a woman who was returning from 
market. This dastardly act awakened the indignation of 
the citizens, and knots of people gathered ominously 

• Michael Smith, Ihe last survivor of the Battle of Qolden Hill, aa well as of tlie 
N-w York Liberty Bojs, died in 1847, at the advanced age of ninety-four yoara. A 
musket which he took from a soldier in the fray, and which did active aerrine in bis 
hands through the whole of the Revolution, ia still preserved aa a relic in bis familv 
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about the corners of the streets to discuss the outrage 
together with the affray of the day before. About noon, 
a group of sailors, who were invariahly found on the 
popular side, came in collision with a party of soldiers 
from the barracks. A violent altercation ensued, from 
words they came to blows, and, in the conflict, an old 
sailor was run through the body. In the midst of the 
strife, the mayor appeared on the ground, and ordered 
the military to disperse, but the infuriated soldiers 
refused to obey. He then dispatched a messenger to 
the barracks to summon the officers, but the troops inter- 
cepted him, and, barring the way with their drawn 
bayonets, refused to suffer him to proceed. At this 
juncture, a party of Liberty Boys, who had been playing 
ball on the corner of Broadway and John street, came 
to the rescue and soon dispersed the soldiers, and hos- 
tilities ceased for a few hours. 

In the afternoon, the battle commenced anew. Seeing 
a group of citizens assembled on the Commons in front 
of the New Jail, a party of soldiers approached them iu 
a body and insultingly endeavored to force their way 
through, when the citizens quietly opened their ranks, 
and gave them free passage. Determined at all hazards 
to provoke an affray, they nest assaulted the people, and 
endeavored to disarm them of their canea. This inso- 
lence awakened the ire of the citizens, who turned at 
once upon their assailants. A party of Liberty Boys in 
the neighborhood, on hearing of the fray, hastened to 
the spot, and a sharp conflict ensued, in which the dis- 
comfited soldiers were driven to the barracks. Several 
01' the soldiers were disarmed by the citizens, one was 
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badly wounded in the shoulder, and another who had 
distinguished himself in the conflict of the day before, 
was arrested and committed to prison for trial. Thus 
ended the battle of Golden HiE — a conflict of two days* 
duration — which, originating as it did in the defence of 
a principle, was an affair of which New Yorkers have 
just reason to be proud, and which is worthy of far 
more prominence than has usually been given it by stand- 
ard historians. It was not until nearly two months 
after that the " Boston Massacre " occurred, a contest 
which has been glorified and perpetuated in history ; yet 
this was second both in date and in significance to the 
New York " Battle of Golden Hill." * 

On the day after the defeat of the British troops, the 
mayor issued orders that no soldiers should appear out- 
side the barracks when off duty unless accompanied by 
a non-commissioned officer ; and the Sons of Liberty, 
thus relieved from the annoyance of their presence, 

* The following eitract from a London journal, dated Thursday, March 15, 1770, 
kindly furnished us by Henry B. Dawson, Esq., whose researches have done rauoh 
to rescue the history of tlie New York Liberty Boys from obliTlon, proves by the 
testimony of the British themselves that, ia the streets of the city of New York, the 
first blood was shed— the first life sacrificed to the cause of Litterty in the Ameri- 
can devolution. 

" Extract of a tetter from Nea Tork, dated Janaary 2S, 
" We ate ail in Confusion in this City ; the Soldiers ha»e eut and blowed up Liberty- 
" Pole, and have caused much Trouble between the Inhabitants ; on Friday last 
'■ (January 18, 1170) between Burling Slip and the Fly JLirket, was an Engagement 
'■between the Iiihafiitants and the Soldiers, when iiuch Blood was spilt: One 
■' Siulor Rot run through the Body, who since Died: One man got his Skull out in 
" the most crue! Manner. On Saturday (January 19, 1770) the Hall Bell rang for 
"an Alarm, when was another Battle between the Inhabitants and Soldiers; but 
" the Soldiers met with Rubbers, the Chiefest part being Sailors and Cliibs to 
" rcrenge the Death of their Brother, which tliey did with Courage, and made 
" them all run to their Barraoka What will be the end of this God knows !" 
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turned tteir attention again to the erection of a Liberty- 
Pole. We have already mentioned the appointment of 
a committee to ask permission of the mayor and Com- 
mon Council to erect a pole in the place of the one that 
had been cut down by the soldiers. This measure was 
opposed by John Lamb and some others, who declared 
that the corporation had no voice in the matter, but 
their objections were finally overruled by the majority. 
On the 30th of January, the committee presented a 
memorial to Mayor Hicks and the Common Council, 
stating that the token of gratitude to the king and his 
minister which had been erected by the patriotic citizens 
of New York had been repeatedly overthrown by the 
riotous soldiery, and craving permission to vindicate the 
rights of the people by setting up another monument to 
constitutional liberty in its stead.* The request was 

• " To TBB Sons or Libertt is this City. 
*' Gentlkmen ; It's well known, that it has been the custom of all nations to erect 
" monuments to perpetuate the Remembrance of grand Events. Eiperience has 
" proved that they have bad a good effect on the Posterity of those who raised 
" tliem, especiailj such as were made sacred to Liberty. Influenced by these Con- 
" siderations, a number of the Friends to Liberty in tbia City erected a Pole in the 
" Fields, on Ground belonging to the Corporation, as a temporary memorial of the 
" unanimouB Opposition to the detestable Stamp Act ; which, having been destroyed 
" by some disaffected Persons, a Number of the Inhabitants determined to erect 
" another, made sereral applications to the Mayor, as the principal member of the 
" Corporation, for Leave to erect a new Pole in the place where the old one stood. 
"The Committee til a I waited oa him the last Time, disposed to remove every 
" Objection, apprehensive that some of 'the Corporation might be opposed to tlio 
» erection of the Pole, from a supposition that those Citizens who "fere for its being 
" riused, were actuated solely by a Party spirit, offered, when the Pole was iinished, 
"to make it & present to the Corporation, provided they would order it to be 
" erected either where the other stood, or near Mr. Van Bergh's, where the two 
"roads meet. But even this, astonishing as it may seem to Englishmen, was 
" rejected by the Majority of the Corporation and the other Requisitions denied. 
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refused. In the meantime, Lamb and his associates had 
purchased a piece of ground eleven feet wide by a hun- 
dred feet deep, near the site of the former pole, and, 
while the memorial was yet before the board, made 
preparations for the erection of a Liberty-Pole, inde- 
pendent of the corporation. Here, on the 6th of 
February, 1770, a mast of great length, cased two-thirds 
its height with iron hoops and bars, firmly riveted 
together, was sunk twelve feet deep into the ground, 
amid the shouts of the people and the sound of music. 
This pole was inscribed, " Liberty and Property," and 
was surmounted by a gilt vane, bearing a similar inscrip- 
tion in large letters. Thus was raised the fifth Liberty- 
Pole in tRe city, with a motto far less loyal than that 
which had so deeply offended the royal soldiery. 

Montagne's house had heretofore been the head-quar- 
ters of the Sons of Liberty, but, ere long, the proprietor 
suITered himself to be won over by the opposite party 
who engaged his rooms for the approaching celebration 
of the repeal of the Stamp Act. The Liberty Boys 
however, were not to be balked by this arrangement , 
determining to support an establishment of their own, 
they purchased a house on the site of Barnum's Museum, 
kept by Henry Bicker, which they christened Hampden 

" We qaestion whether thU Conduct can be paralleled by any Act of any Corpora- 
■' tion in the Britiah nomiiiions, chosen by the Suffrage of Free People. 

" And now, Gentlemen, seeing we are debarred the privilege of Public Ground 
" lo erect the Pole on, wa have purchased a place for it near where the other 
"■ stood, which is full as public as any of the Corporation Ground. Tour Attend- 
"anoe and countenance are desired at nine o'clock on Tnesday morning, the Gth 
" instant, at Mr. Croninielin's Wharf, in order to carry it up to be raised. 

"Br Order of the CoauiTTEK. 

"ifew York, February 3, ISTO." 
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Hall, and consecrated to the cause of liberty ; and, on the 
19th of March, they assembled for the first time at their 
new quarters in defiance of the recreant Montagne, and 
celebrated the anniversary of the colonial triumph. At 
this time, McDougall was in prison, and his brethren 
resolved to give him an ovation. The proceedings 
against him having been recorded on the forty-fifth page 
of the Journal of the Assembly, the number had grown 
into a cabalistic word among the fraternity. On the 
day in question, forty-five toasts were drunk, among 
which was one to Alexander McDougall, and, after din- 
ner, the whole company proceeded to the jail to pay 
their respects to the imprisoned patriot. Here they 
saluted him with forty-five cheers, then, miwehing to 
the Liberty-Pole, they quietly disbanded. 

A similar compliment had been paid to McDougall on 
the forty-fifth day of the year, when forty-five of the 
Liberty Boys went in procession to the New Jail, where 
they dined with him on forty-five beef-steaks cut from a 
bullock forty-five months old, and, after drinking forty- 
five toasts with a number of friends who joined them 
after dinner, separated, vowing eternal fidelity to the 
common cause. These demonstrations are trivial in 
themselves, but they serve to show something of the 
spirit which animated the New York patriots of the 
Revolution. 

On the 29th of March, a party of British soldiers, who 
had been ordered to embark in a few days for Pen- 
sacola, made another attack on the Liberty-Pole, a part 
of which they had vowed to carry with them as a 
trophy. Finding the lower part too strongly fortified, 
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they attempted to unship the topmast which supported 
the vane, but were discovered in the attempt by a few 
citizens who happened to pass by and who quickly gave 
the alarm. The soldiers hastily retreated to the barracks, 
while the Liberty Boys rallied to the defence of the 
pole. In the meantime, the soldiers, at first fifteen in 
number, had been reinforced by forty more, and returned, 
charging with drawn weapons upon the citizens, who 
retreated to Hampden Hall. The soldiers, closely pur- 
suing them, surrounded the house and attempted to 
force the door. Bicker defended the entrance with 
fixed bayonet in hand, while the infuriated marauders 
swore that they would burn the house with all the rebels 
it contained, and take vengeance on the enemies of Eng- 
land and King George. A party of Liberty Boys who 
had escaped from the pole, hastened to St. George's 
Chapel in Beekman sti-eet, and rung out a general alarm. 
The citizens flew to arms, and the British ofticers, seeing 
that the affair was becoming serious, and warned by the 
result of the battle of Golden Hill, hastened to the spot 
and ordered their men to the barracks. A strong guard 
was set about the pole every night afterwards until the 
3d of May, when the disappointed soldiers set sail for 
Pensacola without the coveted trophy. Henceforth, the 
.Liberty-Pole was left for some years to stand unmolested. 
On the anniversary of the repeal of 1775, William 
Cunningham, the notorious Provost Marshal of '76, 
who bad been in the beginning of the struggle a pro- 
fessed Son of Liberty, approached the pole in company 
with John Hill, and made an assault on the patriots who 
were gathered about it. After a short struggle, they 
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were disarmed and committed to jail. Such is the 
popular version of the story. The royalist papers, on 
the other hand, assert that Cunningham and Hill were 
first attacked by the people, who endeavored to force 
them to abjure the king, and, on their refusal, wantonly 
maltreated them. Whatever may be the truth of the 
matter, certain it is that Cunningham wresiked a terrible 
vengeance on the helpless prisoners intrusted to his care 
in the following year, after the capture of the city by 
the British. The Liberty Pole at the same time was 
levelled by his orders — its fittest destiny when the liberty 
of the city had fled. 

Soon after the departure of the troops, a Boston 
mercliant by the name of Nathan Rogers, who had been 
posted by his fellow-citizens for refusing to comply with 
the non-importation agreement, visited the city, and the 
Sons of Liberty, suspecting that his visit was designed 
to win over the New York merchants, resolved to give 
him a public reception. On the 10th of May, they 
assembled in procession, bearing his effigy suspended 
on a gallows, and, passing through the principal streets 
of the city, proceeded to his house, attended by four or 
five thousand spectators, in order to introduce him in 
person to the citizens. In this they were disappointed, 
as he had dined out of town. Tliey then repaired with 
the effigy to the Commons, where it was burned amid the 
acclamations of the people. Terrified at this demon- 
stration, Rogers immediately returned to Boston, while 
the vigilant Sons of Liberty, learning that he designed 
in a few days to visit Philadelphia, dispatched an 
account of their proceedings with a minute personal 
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description of the traitor to their brethren of that city, 
urging them to accord to him a similar welcome. 

Some time previous to this, a General Committee of 
One Hundred had been appointed to watch over the liber- 
ties of the city. This was composed in part of moderate 
men, who, without belonging to the royalist party, 
wavered between it and the enthusiastic Sons of Lib- 
erty — who were, in short, conservative. Now that the 
duty had been removed from all articles except tea, a 
portion of this committee began to talk of resuming the 
importations witli this single exception. Rhode Island 
had openly broken through the non-importation agree- 
ment, and the other colonies, though they nominally 
protested against the infraction of the compact, were 
constantly violating it, and had continued to import 
nearly half as much as before.' New York alone had 
remained faithful to her pledge ; for five years, her com- 
merce bad been almost totally suspended, and, weary 
of thus sustaining the brunt of the contest, the almost 
ruined merchants welcomed the idea, and, believing that 
they could now honorably retrieve their fortunes without 
the sacrifice of a principle, on the 9tb of July, resolved 
to resume their importations of all goods with the excep- 
tion of the duty-laden tea. In this resolution they felt 
themselves justified ; they had been the first to propose 
the compact and to urge it upon the notice of the mer- 
chants of other cities ; the pledge once given, they had 
preserved it inviolate, without compromise and without 
evasion ; with ruined commercial interests, impoverished 
fortunes, and a suff'ering city, they had faithfully adhered 
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to their agreement, so long as the cause which had called 
it forth remained, and now that it was partially removed, 
they frankly and openly recalled their obligations, and 
were, in truth, the last to renounce the compact, as they 
had been the only ones to maintain it inviolate. 

Yet this conduct failed to please the impetuous Sons 
of Liberty, who insisted on preserving the agreement 
until the duty on tea should also be repealed, and they, 
with all who belonged to their band, continued to 
maintain it intact until the end of the struggle. The 
eastern and southern colonies, though they had virtually 
renounced it long before by their infractions, at first 
protested bitterly against the open renunciation by the 
New York merchants, but many weeks had not passed 
before they followed the example, and formally resumed 
their importations with the single exception of the article 
of tea. 

On the 25th of October, Golden was superseded in 
the government by the arrival of Lord Dunmore, The 
new governor informed the Assembly of the king's 
approval of their emission of bills of credit, and reminded 
them that they were expected to continue in well-doing 
and not to forget to make due appropriations for the 
troops quartered among them. The complaisant body 
received the message graciously, and, as a first demonstra- 
tion of loyalty, on the 20th of January, 1771, summoned 
Alexander McDougall, who was now at large on bail, to 
appear before them and answer to the indictment for 
libel which was pending over him. McDougall obeyed the 
summons, but refused to acknowledge the authorship of 
the paper. He was questioned the second time, and 
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ordered to return a defiiiitive answer. " The House has 
declared the paper a Hbel, and the law does not require 
me to criminate myself," repHed he in answer to the 
second interrogation. " The House has power to extort 
an answer, and wiU punish you for contumacy if you 
refuse to reply," exclaimed De Noyellis, at whose 
instance the charge had first been brought. " The 
House has power to throw the prisoner over the bar or 
out of the window, but the public will doubt the 
justice of the proceedings," interposed George Clinton, 
the future governor of New York and vice-president of 
the United States, who alone dared avow himself 
McDougall's defender. A written answer was finally 
submitted by the prisoner, but the House refused to 
receive it, alleging that its contents reflected on the dig- 
nity of their body. " The dignity of the House would 
"be better supported by justice than by overstrained 
" authority," exclaimed Clinton, indignantly. But the 
Assembly refused to listen to his remonstrances, and 
upon McDougall's refusal to ask pardon for the offence, 
committed him to jail without further ceremony. A writ 
of habeas corpus was immediately sued out, but the 
House refused to deliver him up, alleging the existence 
of precedents in the English courts of law, and he was 
detained as a prisoner until the last of February, when, 
through the efforts of his friends, he obtained his 



It was not long before the government was again 
changed by the transfer of Lord Dunmore to Tirginia, 
and the appointment of "William Tryon in his stead. The 
new governor arrived with his family, on the 8th of July. 
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1771, and was well received by the people. Directly 
after his arrival, the Assembly voted him an income of 
two thousand pounds ; but he refused its acceptance, 
saying that his salary was to be paid from his majesty's 
treasury, and that he had been forbidden to receive any 
gifts from the Assembly. A similar offer had previously 
been rejected by Lord Dunmore. This was a new 
scheme of the British government for securing the sub- 
mission of the colonies ; the treasury in question was 
intended to be supplied from the colonial taxes, the dis- 
bursement of which was thus retained in the hands of 
the ministry. 

Hardly had Tryon arrived in the province before 
Isaac Sears was called upon to pay the penalty of his 
previous daring. His prominence in the public censure 
of the Assembly had never been forgotten, and to 
punish him, he was accused of having neglected his 
duty as inspector of pot and pearl ashes, George Clin- 
ton, Philip Schuyler and Nathaniel WoodhuU warmly 
espoused his cause, and numerous affidavits were made 
before the House to prove his fidelity to his duty ; but 
these failed to appease the irate Assembly ; Sears was 
condemned to political decapitation, and Montague, the 
tavern-keeper, appointed in his stead. 

Few outbreaks occurred within the next two years, 
yet the spirit of opposition continued to grow more 
intense among the patriot citizens. Complete stagnation 
prevailed in the city, public improvements were totally 
neglected, and the people thought only of resistance to 
oppression. Commerce, indeed, was partially resumed, 
but the use of tea had become obsolete in the city, and 
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any citizen who would have dared to introduce it on his 
table, would have been branded at once as a traitor 
to his country. 

The only edifice of any consequence erected in the 
city from the building of the Brick Church in Beek- 
man street in 1752 to the close of the Revolution, 
was the New York Hospital, the corner-stone of which 
was laid by G-overnor Tryon on the 2d of Septem- 
ber, 1773. The site at this time was far out of town, 
and any one would have been considered visionary 
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indeed, who would have dared to suggest the possibility 
that the city might one day crowd upon its grounds. 
The scheme had been projected some years before ; in 
1770, several physicians notified Golden that sundry 
public- spirited individuals were collecting subscriptions 
for a public hospital, and in the following year, a royal 
charter was granted the institution. The necessary 
funds having been subscribed, the present square of live 
acres on Broadway was purchased in 1773, and build- 
ings erected at a cost of about eighteen thousand dollars. 
Before their completion, the interior was burned out 
by an accidental fire, and the works thus retarded for a 
considerable time ; they were finished, however, in time 
to be used as barracks by the English troops during 
their subsequent occupation of the city. After the 
evacuation in 1783, the hospital was restored to its 
original use, and was opened in 1791 for the reception 
of patients. Since that time, it has undergone various 
transformations, yet a part of the old edifice of 1773 
still remains incorporated into the present institution. 

On the night of the 29th of December, a fire broke 
out in the governor's house in the fort, which had been 
rebuilt since its destruction in the days of the negro plot 
of 1741, and was now occupied by Governor Tryon, and 
so rapid was the progress of the conflagration, that the 
inmates barely escaped with their lives, while the houses 
in the vicinity were only saved by the snow which lay 
thickly upon the roofa. The governor and his wife fled 
through a side door, their daughter saved herself by 
leaping from a second-story window, but a young 
servant girl by the name of Elizabeth Garrett, perished 
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miserably in the flames. The house was burned to the 
ground, with ali that it contained. Two days after- 
wai-ds, the great seal of the province was raked out from 
the ashes uninjured. The governor removed with his 
family to the house on the corner of Wall and William 
streets, afterwards occupied by the Bank of New York, 
where the Legislature tendered him their condolences, 
and presented him with five thousand pounds by way 
of indemnification for his loss. It was not long before 
business recalled him to England, and he set sail from 
the city, leaving the government agaia in the hands of 
Cadwallader Golden. 
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Tlie Kew York Tea Party— Commeacement of Open Hostilities— Declaralion of Inde- 
pendence in New Tork- Battle of Long Island—Battle of Harlem Plains— Capture of 
Fort Washington— The British in Poaseaaion of the City. 

Affairs were now rapidly drawing to a crisis. Incensed 
by the steadfast refusal of the colonists to receive the 
tea, the ministry deteiinined to force it upon them, and, 
despite the remonstrances of the East India Company, 
who offered to pay double the amount of the American 
impost, provided parliament would repeal the tax, passed 
a law, permitting the Company to export their tea to 
the colonies free from the duties which they had hitherto 
paid in England, and only retaining the duty of three- 
pence per pound which was paid in America. As this 
enabled the Americans to obtain their tea cheaper even 
than the English, it was thought that they would be 
entrapped by the insidious snare, and unguardedly yield 
assent to the principle of parUamentary taxation. 

As soon as it was known that this bill had passed 
and that large shipments of tea had been ordered for 
America, the Sons of Liberty again assembled to consult 
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together in this new emergency. Stamp Distributors 
and Tea Commissioners were declared by them to be 
alike obnoxious, and it was resolved that no tea should 
be landed in the city ; while the Mohawks, another 
organization of the same stamp, pledged themselves to 
take care of the tea-ships on their arrival. 

The news of these demonstrations soon reached Eng- 
land, and so much alarmed some of the commission- 
merchants that they refused to have anything to do with 
the shipments of tea to the colonies, so firmly persuaded 
were they of its certain destruction. A merchant named 
Kelly, who had resided in New York but was now in Lon- 
don, assured them that their apprehensions were ground- 
less, and that the tea would be landed, saying that, in the 
days of the Stamp Act, affairs were in the hands of an 
imbecile old man, but that now a soldier was at the head 
of the government, who could easUy reduce the rebels to 
obedience. On hearing of this, the patriots called a 
meeting, and burnt Kelly in effigy on the 5th of Novem- 
ber in front of the Coffee House on the corner of Water 
and Wall streets. 

Taking alarm at these expressions of the people, the 
three Tea Commissioners who had been appointed for 
New York resigned their commissions on the 10th of 
November. The tea-ships had sailed from England on 
the 26th of October, but had been forced to put back by 
stress of weather. On the 25th of November, the 
Mohawks were notified to be in readiness for their 
arrival, and, two days after, the Sons of Liberty formally 
reorganized and passed the following resolutions, which 
are of sufficient importance to be transcribed entire : 
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" Resolved, Tliat whoever shall aid or abet, or in any 
" manner assist in the introduction of tea from any 
" place whatsoever into this colony, while it is subject, 
"by a British Act of ParUament, to the payment of a 
" duty for the purpose of raising a revenue in America, 
" shall he deemed an enemy to the liberties of 
" America. 

'^Resolved, That whoever shall he aiding or assisting 
"in the landing or carting of such tea from any ship or 
" vessel, or shall hire any house, storehouse or cellar, or 
"any place whatsoever to deposit the tea, subject to 
"such duty, as aforesaid, shall be deemed an enemy 
"to the liberties of America. 

"Resolved, That whoever shall sell or buy, or in any 
"manner contribute to the purchase of tea, subject to 
" duty, as aforesaid, or shall aid or abet in transporting 
" such tea by land or water from the city until the 
" 7th Geo. III. Chap. 46, commonly called the Revenue 
" Act, shall be totally and clearly repealed, shall be 
" deemed an enemy to the liberties of America. 

*' Resolved, That whether the duties imposed by this 
"act he paid in Great Britain or in America, our liber- 
"ties are equally affected. 

" Resolved, That whoever shall transgress any of these 
"resolutions, we will not deal with or employ, or have 
" any connection with him." 

The spirit of these resolutions, coupled with the 
energetic preparations of the New York patriots, 
demonstrate clearly the reception which they held in 
store for the tea-ship on its arrival. But the expected 
vessel encountered a se^'ere tempest on her way, and waa 
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forced to put in at Antigua for repairs. Intelligence 
having been received that she might hourly be expected, 
on the 16th of December, the very day of the Boston 
tea-party, the Sons of Liberty assembled in the City 
Hall, and unanimously resolved that no tea should be 
landed under any pretext. In the midst of their delib- 
erations, the mayor and recorder entered, bearing a 
message from the governor, in which he assured the 
people that the tea should be sent back in the ships that 
brought it, but must first be taken into the fort to await 
an order for its return from the councU. The snare was 
a subtle one, and it nearly entrapped the assembly. 
But John Lamb detected the artifice, and, springing to 
his feet, he read the Act of Parliament, and pointed out 
therefrom that if the tea were landed, the duty must be 
paid. "Shall it be received?" asked he, in conclusion. 
" No ! no ! no !" was the unanimous reply, and the dis- 
appointed ambassadors withdrew to carry to the governor 
the tidings of their failure. 

The winter wore away without much event The long 
expected tea-ship, delayed by contrary winds, failed to 
make her appearance, yet the patriotic citizens relaxed 
nothing of their vigilance, but, through their committees 
of correspondence, kept themselves notified of every 
suspicious movement on the part of their enemies. On 
the 7th of April, Tryon set sail for England, leaving the 
government in the hands of Golden. As yet there had 
been no rupture between him and the people, who 
were disposed to regard him with favor for his lax observ- 
ance of his rigid instructions, and he quitted the province 
with their sincere regrets. 
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On the ISth of April, 1774, the Nancy, Captain 
Lockyer, arrived off Sandy Hook, bringing the tea 
destined for the port of New York. Apprised of her 
coming, the Committee of Vigilance had instructed the 
pilots to detain her in the lower bay, as well aa the 
London, commanded by Captain Chambers, which, they 
had been informed, was also on the way with a consid- 
erable quantity of the prohibited tea. Faithful to their 
orders, the pilots refused to bring the vessel up to the 
city ; while a part of the committee proceeded on board, 
and, securing the boats to prevent the desertion of the 
crew, took possession of the vessel until she should be 
ready to return to England. The captain entreated 
permission to go up to the city to consult with his con- 
signee, and to obtain the necessary supplies for his 
return. This was granted him on condition that he 
should not approach the Custom House, and he was sent 
under strict surveillance to the wharf, where he was met 
by the committee and a large concourse of citizens. 
Seeing that all attempts at evasion would be in vain, he 
proceeded at once to his consignee, who refused peremp- 
torily to receive the cargo, and advised him as his best 
course to return with it to England. This advice was 
seconded by the Vigilance Committee, who rendered 
every facility for preparing the vessel for sea, but refused 
to suffer a single sailor to come on shore, while they 
kept a watchful eye upon all the movements of the 
captain . 

The vessel being nearly ready for sea, it was deter- 
mined to give the captain a public leave-taking, and 
numerous placards were posted through the city, inviting 
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the citizens to join in the demonstration.* On the day 
after these were issued — the 22d of April — the London 
with her recreant captain, a New Yorker, who had once 
received the public thanks of the city for refusing to 
bring tea on a previous voyage, appeared off Sandy 
Hook, where she was instantly boarded by two of the 
Vigilance Committee. The captain assured them that 
there was no tea on board his ship, and, as none was to 
be found on his manifest, he was finally permitted to 
come up to the city. The wharf was thronged with cit- 
izens, and was a scene of intense excitement. Hardly 
had the vessel touched the shore when she was visited by 
the whole committee, who demanded the delivery of the 
tea. Chambers repeated his denial. He was told in 
reply that they knew that the tea was there, and that 
they would search every package in the ship till they 
found it, Finding it impossible to escape the dreaded 
search, he at length confessed that there was really some 
tea on board, but insisted that it was only a private 
adventure, belonging to himself, and shipped without 
the knowledge of the East India Company. The Com- 
mittee then withdrew to the Coffee House on the corner 
of Water and Wall streets to deliberate, taking the 

' The placard In quesfion ran as follOTB: " To the I^blic. — The sense of the oitj 
" relative to the landing of the East India Company's tea, being wgnified to Captwn 
" Loekjer by the Committee, nevertheless, it is the design of a number of the citizens 
" that p.t his departure hence, he shall aae with his own eyes their detestation of the 
" measures pursued by the ministrj and the India Company to ensiare this country. 
" This will be declared by the convention of the people at his departure from this city, 
"which will be on neit Satarday morning, at 9 o'clock; when, no doubt, every 
"friend to this country willatWnd. The bells will give notice about an hour before 
"ha embarks from Murray's Wharf. 

" JV«w Yort, April 21, 1774. " Bt order of the OouumKi," 
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captain and the owners with them. The people mean- 
while thronged the wharf, awaiting the result of their 
coiineil. It was not long before a message was sent out 
declaring the tea to be confiscated, and directing the 
Mohawks to be ready to discharge their duty at the 
proper hour. But the impatience of the crowd could be 
restrained no longer; at eight in the evening, they 
boarded the vessel without waiting for the Mohawks, 
forced open the hatches, hoisted eighteen chests of tea 
on deck, broke open the Hds, and emptied the contents 
into the river. The captain wisely kept at a distance to 
avoid the risk of following his adventure. Everything 
was conducted decorously and openly, a guard was sta- 
tioned below to prevent all disorder, the citizens wore 
their usual attire, and no attempt was made at disguise 
or concealment. Two hours afterwards, the whole party 
had dispersed, and the wharf was empty and silent as 
the grave. 

The next day was the one appointed for the festival, 
for which they had now an additional hero. At nine in 
the morning, the people assembled in front of the Coffee 
House in Wall street where Lockyer was lodging. The 
whole city wore an air of festivity, the bells were ringing 
in merry chorus, the City Hall and King's College* alone 
refusing to contribute to the chime, the flag was hoisted 
on the Liberty Pole, and the ships in the harbor displayed 

" Dr. Myiea Cooper, the President of King's College, was a stanch lojalist, and 
soon became obnoiious to the people by his support of the Britiah goTernmeot. 
Hearing soon after that the Libertj Bojs intended to attack his cottage, he Bed to 
Stuyvflsant'fl house on the flhorea of the North Rirer, whence he escaped to Ihe Asia 
man-of-war then Ijing in the harbor. He afterwards went to Eogland, where he 
remained during the war. 
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their colors in triumph. The committee who had Captain 
Lockyer in charge brought him out on the balcony and 
introduced him to the people, by whom he was received 
with ironical cheers, the bands, meanwhile, playing 
" God save the King." The presentation over, his new 
acquaintances escorted him to the foot of Wall street 
where a pilot boat was in waiting, where they parted 
with him, wishing him a pleasant journey. As he entered 
the boat, a royal salute was fired from the cannon at the 
foot of the Liberty-Pole in honor of his departure. 
Captain Chambers, meanwhile, had been escorted to the 
ship with less ceremony by another committee, and the 
Nancy set sail with both worthies on board, still under 
the guard of the Vigilance Committee, who did not sur- 
render possession of the vessel until she was three leagues 
from Sandy Hook. 

The British ministry, meanwhile, incensed at the 
colonial reception of the consignments of tea, had made 
the refractory provinces feel the weight of their ven- 
geance. The tax was insisted on more strongly than 
ever, new provisions were made for quartering troops in 
America, Franklin was removed from his office of 
colonial post-master, and Boston was punished for her 
rebellion by a Port Bill, closing her harbor and removing 
her custom house to Salem. In this emergency, the 
Bostonians, on the 13th of May, resolved to renew the 
non-importation agreement, and dispatched a letter by 
Paul Revere to the Sons of Liberty in New York, 
urging their coSperation in the measure. This missive 
was crossed on the way by another from the Liberty 
Boys, bearing date the 14th, urging the Bostonians to 
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onorgetic mesisures, and assuring them of the hearty sup- 
port of their New Torli brethren. 

On the 16th of May, a meeting of the citizens waa 
held at the Exchange to consult on future action. A 
new Committee of Fifty-one was nominated to corres- 
pond with the other colonies, and a general meeting of 
the people was called for the 19th to reject or confirm 
the nomination. At the latter meeting, the ticket waa 
confirmed, and the request of the Bostonians referred to 
a sub-committee, consisting of Alexander McDougaU, 
Isaac Low, James Duane and John Jay, to prepare and 
report an answer. The majority of this Committee, — 
for the impetuous McDougall indignantly withdrew, 
demanding the adoption of more ultra measures — 
deemed it inexpedient for the present to renew the com- 
pact, but recommended a General Congress of Deputies 
from all the colonies instead, and requested the Bosto- 
nians to fix the time and place of meeting. For this 
action, they were then and afterwards censured severely, 
j'et the future career of the men who composed the 
committee in question is conclusive proof that they were 
actuated by no lack of patriotism, and that, though their 
resolves seemed for the moment to chime with the wishes 
of the royalist party, they only sought to postpone the 
compact until it could be better matured by concerted 
deliberation. But the enthusiastic Sons of Liberty would 
listen to no temporizing, and summoned a meeting of the 
people in the fields on the 6th of July at sis o'clock in 
the evening, to discuss the conduct of the Committee of 
Fifty-one. 

On the day appointed, an immense multitude gathered 
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OQ the Commons — Alexander McDougall presiding over 
the assembly — known henceforth as the " great meeting 
" in the fields." Resolutions were passed, denomicing the 
Boston Port Bill and sustaining the action of the people 
of that city ; a subscription was opened for the relief of 
the sufferers, and the non-importation agreement was 
again renewed. The Congress recommended by the 
Committee of Fifty-one was also approved by the meet- 
ing, and it was resolved that deputies should at once be 
appomted, and instructed to insist upon the enforcement 
of the non-intercourse agreement until every duty should 
be repealed. At this meeting, Alexander Hamilton, 
then a youth of seventeen, and a student in King's Col- 
lege made his maiden speech, and gave an earnest of his 
future brilliant career. 

On the following day, the Committee of Fifty-one met 
and disavowed the proceedings of the meeting. Upon 
this, eleven of the Sons of Liberty — Francis Lewis, 
Joseph Hallet, Alexander McDougall, Isaac Seara, 
Thomas Randall, Leonard Lispenard, Peter V. B. Liv- 
ingston, Abram P. Lott, John Broome, Jacob Van 
Zandt and Abraham Brasher — withdrew from the com- 
mittee, and published an address to the people, in 
justification of their conduct. The plan of the general 
Congress had now been decided upon, and polls were 
opened under the inspection of the mayor and aldermen 
for the election of delegates, at which all tax-payers 
were allowed to vote. The nominations had been made 
by the Committee of Fifty-one, in conjunction with a 
Committee of Mechanics, and consisted of Philip Living- 
ston, John Alsop, Isaac Low, James Duane and John 
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Jay. For the latter, the seceders endeavored to sub- 
stitute McDougall ; but the attempt was defeated, the 
whole ticket was elected, and the delegates soon after- 
wards set out to join the second Colonial Congress, 
which assembled at Philadelphia early in September. 
This Congress adopted a Declaration of Colonial Rights, 
the composition of which is attributed to John Jay, in 
which they claimed for themselves all the privileges 
enjoyed by British subjects, protested against standing 
armies and parliamentary taxation, and declared eleven 
acts which had been passed since the accession of 
George III., to be infringements upon their rights, and 
therefore unconstitutionaL They likewise leagued 
themselves into an American Association, pledging 
themselves to import no goods from Great Britain or 
the West Indies until the obnoxious acts should be 
repealed, and forbidding traders to increase the price of 
their goods in consequence of this agreement. The 
slave trade was also denounced by the Association, and 
the citizens were urged to develop the internal resources 
of their country by the encouragement of home manu- 
factures ; and vigilance committees were appointed 
throughout the country to see that none of these regu- 
lations were evaded. The patriots in the New York 
Assembly endeavored to obtain the sanction of that 
body to the proceedings of the Colonial Congress, but 
were overruled by the majority of conservatives ; yet, 
despite this dissent, the House addressed a remonstrance 
to Parhament so bold in its tone that the ministiy 
refused its reception. The attempt to procure the 
indorsement of the resolves of Congress was subse- 
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quently renewed with the same result, and on the 3d of 
April, 1775, the Assembly adjourned, never to meet 
again. A Committee of Sixty was appointed in the city 
of Jfew York to enforce the observance of the aforesaid 
regulations. An opportunity was soon offered them for 
action. On the 16th of February, the ship James of 
Glasgow arrived with a cargo of goods, which the 
consignees attempted to land, but were prevented by 
the committee, who ordered the vessel to put to sea 
again immediately. This order was countermanded by 
the lieutenant of a man-of-war, then lying in the harbor, 
the captain of which happened to be on shore at the 
time. The latter was immediately seized by the com- 
mittee, and threatened with their vengeance if he did 
not at once retract the commands of his subordinate. 
Terrified by their menaces, he promptly obeyed, and 
ordered that the vessel should be suffered to return — 
a command which was speedily executed under the 
supervision of the committee. 

The Assembly having refused to make any provision 
for the appointment of delegates to the next Colonial 
Congress, it was determined that they should be chosen 
by a Provincial Congress, composed of delegates from 
the respective counties. This Congress assembled on 
the 20th of April in the city of New York, and 
appointed five delegates to the Continental Congress, 
which convened at Philadelphia in the ensuing month. 
In this Provincial Congress — the first in New York — 
the city and county was represented by Isaac Sears, who 
had but recently escaped the imprisonment before 
suffered by McDougall. 
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A shoi't time previous to this, the seventy-four guQ 
ship, Asia, had been ordered from Boston, and anchored 
off the Battery with her guns bearing on the town, 
v:hi!e, at the same time, the troops stationed in New 
York and New Jersey ha,d been transferred to Boston, 
to malie room for the reinforcements which were daily 
expected. More biirraclis became needed in that city in 
consequence of tliia arrangement, but the governor 
found it Impossible to induce any Bostonian either to 
furnish the materials or to aid in the erection. In this 
extremity, he applied to New York ; but the Sons of 
Liberty forbade the citizens to render any assistance 
under penalty of being considered as traitors to their 
country. Such traitors, however, were found, and the 
committee was soon apprised that a vessel had been 
fitted out with a cargo of boards and straw for the 
barracks at Boston. Upon the receipt of this intelli- 
gence, a meeting -wa-s at once summoned upon the 
Commons, John Lamb and Marinus Willett were chosen 
chairmen, and it was resolved to seize the ship and 
to prevent her voyage. At this meeting, Sears was the 
chief orator, urging the people to arm and to supply 
themselves with twenty-four rounds of ammunition — 
a recommendation which was at once adopted. For 
this bold proposition. Sears was arrested on a warrant 
and carried before the mayor. Like his predecessor, 
McDougall, he refused to give bail, and was committed 
to prison, but was rescued on his way by the people, 
who bore him through the streets of the city in triumph, 
in ironical deiiance of the legal authorities. 

On Sunday, the 24th of April, 1775, the news of tha 
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b:ittle of Lexington reached the city. This was the sig- 
nal for open hostilities. Business was at once sus- 
pended ; the Sons of Liberty assembled in large num- 
bers, and, taking possession of the City Hall, distributed 
the arms that were stored in it, together with a quantity 
which had been deposited in the arsenal for safe keeping, 
among the citizens, a party of whom formed themselves 
into a voluntary corps under the command of Samuel 
Broome, and assumed the temporary government of 
the city. This done, they demanded and obtained the 
keys of the Custom House, closed the building, and 
laid an embargo upon the vessels in port destined foi 
tlie eastern colonies ; then notified the members of 
the fraternity in the other cities of what they had done 
calling upon them to follow their example. 

It now became necessary to organize some provisional 
government for the city, and, for this purpose, on the 
5th of May a meeting of the citizens was called at the 
Coffee-House, at which a Committee of One Hundred 
was chosen and invested with the charge of municipal 
affairs, the people pledging themselves to obey its orders 
until different arrangements should be made by the Con- 
tinental Congress.* This committee was composed in 

.* This eommittee was composed of Isaac Low, chairmaD, John Jay, Francia 
Lewis, John Alsop, Philip Livingaton, James Dunne, E. Dujckman, William SeloD 
William W. Ludlow, Cornelius Clopper, Abrabam Briokerhoff, Henry Remsen, 
Robert Raj, Erert Banoker, Joseph Tolten, Abraham P. Lott, David Eeeckman, 
Isaac Roosevelt, Gabriel H. Ludlow, William Walton, Daniel Phtenii, Frederick 
Jay, Samuel Broome, John De Lancey, Augustus Van Home, Abraham Duryee. 
Samuel Verplanck, Kudolphua Ititaeraa, John Morton, Joseph Hallet, Robert Ben- 
son, Abraham Brasher, Leonard lispenatd, Nicholas Hoffman, P. V. B. Liringston, 
Thomas Marston, Lewis Pintard, John Imlay, Eleazar Miller, jun., John Broom^ 
John B. Moore, Nicholas Bogert, John Anthony, Victor Bicker, William Goforth 
31 
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part of men iiiclhied to the roysilist cause, yet, such was 
the popular excitement at the time, that they were car- 
ried away by the current, and forced to acquiesce in the 
measures of their more zealous colleagues. An address 
to the Lord Mayor and citizens of London, justifying the 
course which the colonists had taken, and assuring 
them that the city was "as one man in the cause of 
" liberty," was drawn up and signed by most of the 
assembly. 

The committee at once assumed the command of the 
city, and, retaining the corps of Broome as their execu- 
tive power, prohibited the sale of weapons to any per- 
sons suspected of being hostile to the patriotic party. 
They also ordered that all the cannon of the city not 
belonging to the colony should be carried away, and 
appointed a sub-committee to inquire into the supply of 
arms and ammunition then in the city. Everything 
wore a martial appearance, the stores and workshops 
were closed throughout the town, and armed citizens 
paraded the streets, as if the city were in a state of siege. 
The moderate men of the committee succeeded in pre- 
vailing on their colleagues to present a placable address 
to Lieutenant-Governor Golden, explanatory of their 

Herculefl Mulligan, Aleiandet McDougall, John Reade, Joseph Ball, George Jane- 
way, John White, Gabriel W. Ludlow, John Lnsher, Theophilus Anthony, Thomaa 
Smith, lUchard Yates, Oliver Templeton, Jacobus Van Landby, Jeremiah PUtt, 
Peter S. Curtenius, Thomas Kandall, Lancaster Burling, Benjamin Eissam, Jacob 
Lefferta, Anthony Van Dam, Abraham Walton, Hamillfln Young, Nicholas Roose- 
velt, Cornelius P. Low, Francis Basset, James Beeckman, Thomas Ivera, William 
Denning, John Berrien, Benjamin Helme, William W. Gilbert, Daniel Dunscomb, 
John Lamb, Richard Sharp, John Morin Scott, Jacob Van Voorhis, Comfort Sanda, 
Edward Fleming, Peter Goelet, Gerret Kettellaa, Thomas Buchanan, James Dea- 
brasses, Fetrns Byvanck and Lott Erabren. 
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appointment, and assuring him that they should use 
every effort to preserve the public peace ; yet ominous 
precautions were taken to put the arms of the city in a 
serviceable condition, and to survey the neighboring 
grounds with a view to erecting fortifications. 

A rumor was now spread that a large body of troops 
were on their way to New York, and the people at once 
petitioned Lieutenant-Governor Golden to use his influ- 
ence with General Gage, at this time the commandant 
at New York, to prohibit their landing. The Conti- 
nental Congress, however, recommended that the troops 
should be permitted to land and take peaceable posses- 
sion of the city, but, on no account, should be suffered 
to erect fortifications, and also, that the warlike stores 
should be removed from the town, and a safe retreat 
secured for the women and children in case of a siege. 

Some time previous to this, a quantity of military 
stores belonging to the royal troops had been deposited 
at Turtle Bay, near the foot of Forty-seventh street on 
the North River, which the Liberty Boys now deter- 
mined to take into safe keeping. Headed by their dar- 
ing leader, John Lamb, they obtained a vessel from Con- 
necticut, sailed up to the storehouse under cover of the 
night surprised the guard, and carried off the booty, a 
part of which was dispatched to the array at Cambridge, 
while the rest was expended in the Northern campaign. 
A. boat belonging to the Asia was soon after destroyed 
by the people, but this act was disapproved by the com- 
mittee and the corporation, and the boat restored at the 
expense of the city ; and, anxious to prevent all future 
excesses, as well as to secure the people from possible 
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retaliation, tbe Provisional Congress requested General 
"Wooster, who was hovering in the suburbs, to take up 
his head-quarters in the city, with which request he com- 
plied early in June, and encamped with his troops at 
Harlem. 

In the meantime, the expected troops had arrived and 
encamped in the city, whence they were soon afterwards 
ordered to repair to Boston. The Sons of Liberty urged 
that the whole regiment should be made prisoners, but 
the committee, who were not yet prepared for such a 
step, gave them permission to depart, stipulating that 
they should take with them nothing but their arms and 
accoutrements ; but, heedless of this order, they prepared 
to embark with all the spare arms in their possession. 
Intelligence of this proceeding was speedily conveyed to 
a knot of the Liberty Boys assembled at the tavern of 
Jasper Drake, in Water street near Beekman Slip, at 
that time a well-known rendezvous of the patriots, who 
at once determined to stop the embarkation, and hastily 
set out by different routes to rally their friends and take 
forcible possession of the weapons. Colonel Marinus 
Willett, who was one of the number, hastened to the 
Coifee-House to give public notice of the course deter- 
mined on by the party ; then proceeded through "Water 
street to the Exchange at the lower end of Broad street, 
where he discovered the troops coming down the street, 
with five carts loaded with chests of arms in front 
under a small guard. Without a moment's hesitation, 
lie advanced to meet them, and, coming in contact with 
them at the corner of Broad and Beaver streets, seized 
■the horse that was drawing the foremost cart, and 
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brought the whole company to a full stop. The major 
at once rode forward to learn what was the matter, upon 
which Willett informed him that the committee had 
given the troops no permission to carry arms out of the 
city, and that he intended to stop the proceeding. While 
remonstrating with the officer, the mayor, who was 
strongly suspected of inclining to the side of the roy- 
alists, carae up and ordered Willett to suffer the carts to 
pass, reprimanding him severely for thus disturbing the 
peace of the city, in which he was supported by Gou- 
verneur Morris, who happeued to arrive at the same time, 
and who supposed that permission for the removal of 
the arras had been granted the troops by the committee. 
Staggered by this opposition, Willett was on the point of 
yielding, when John Morin Scott came up, and, catching 
the last words of his remonstrance with Morris, exclaimed 
in a loud voice, "Ton are right, Willett ; the committee 
" have not given them permission to carry off any spare 
" arms!" Hardly had the words been spoken when the 
intrepid colonel seized the horse's head, which he had 
let go in the strife, and, calling upon all of the soldiers 
who were unwilling to shed the blood of their country- 
men, to come from the ranks to the side of the people, 
turned the cart to the right, and ordered the carman to 
drive up Beaver street. A single soldier stepped from 
the ranks in compliance with the invitation. He was 
received with three hearty cheers by the crowd which had 
gathered about the scene of contention, then mounted on 
one of the carts and escorted in triumph to the corner 
of Broadway and John street, where the arms were 
deposited in the yard of Abraham Van Wyck, a standi 



dbyGoogle 



4S6 HISTORY OF THE 

Whig who kept a ball-alley at this place, which was a 
favorite resort of the Sons of Liberty, These arms were 
afterwards used by the first troops raised in New York 
by the order of Congress. The soldiers, meanwhile, 
were escorted to the wharf, where they embarked amid 
the hisses of the citizens.* 

Open hostilities had now commenced. Ticonderoga 
and Crown Point had been taken ; the battle of Bunker 
Hill had been fought, and George Washington had been 
appointed commander-in-chief of the American army. 
Yet the people had not yet grown to the idea of inde- 
pendence, and the Committee of Safety, when accused 
of the thought, indignantly repelled it as treasonable and 
preposterous, while even the Sons of Liberty freely 
acknowledged the right of England to regulate trade, only 
denouncing the principle of parhamentary taxation. On 
the 25th of June, Washington entered New York on his 
way from Mount Vernon to Cambridge to take command 
of the army assembled there. The Provincial Congress 
received him with a cautious address. Despite their 
patriotism, they still clung to the shadow of loyalty ; 
fearing to go too far, they acted constantly under pro- 
test that they desired nothing more than to secure to 
themselves the rights of true-born British subjects. The 
next morning, Washington quitted the city, escorted on 
his way by the provincial mihtia. Tryon had entered 
it the night before, and thus had been brought almost 
face to face with the rebel who was destined to work 
such a transformation in his majesty's colonies of 



• Sco WQlett's Narrative, p 
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America. The mayor and corporation received the 
returning governor with expressions of joy, and even the 
patriot party were giad of the change whicli relieved 
them from the government of Golden. But the city had 
greatly changed during his absence. He had left it 
mutinous, yet anxious to obey him as far as was pos- 
sible, and always disposed to treat him with respect ; he 
found it in a state of open rebellion, preserving the 
semblance of loyalty without its substance, and far less 
disposed to yield obedience to his orders than to those of 
the Provincial Congress, now established among them. 

Meanwhile, the colony of New York had been ordered 
by the Continental Congress to contribute her quota of 
three thousand men to the general defence, and four regi- 
ments were accordingly raised, which were placed under 
the command of Colonels Alexander McDougall, Gozen 
Van Schaick, James Clinton, and Hohnes. Of the first 
of these, which was raised from the city of New York, 
Adolph Ritzma, the son of the domino of the Dutch 
Church, was lieutenant-colonel ; Frederic Wisenfelts, a 
Prussian of fine military talents, first captain, and Mari- 
nus Willett, second captain. A Swiss officer, by the 
name of Zedwitz, served as major of the regiment ; both 
he and Ritzma afterwards proved traitors to their trust. 
John Lamb was appointed to the command of a com- 
pany of artillery, and Wiley, Oswald, Sears and others 
of the Liberty Boys entered the ranks, and soon after- 
wards set out on the Northern campaign. 

The city now presented a curious spectacle, as the 
seat of two governments, each issuing its own edicts, 
and denouncing those of the other as illegal authority. 
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It was not long before the two powers came into colli- 
sion. Regarding the guns on the Battery as dangerous 
to the patriot interest, and needing them for the forti- 
fications of the posts in the Highlands, the Provhicial 
Congress directed their removal ; and, on the night of 
the 23d of August, Captain Lamb with a party of Liberty 
Boys and a number of citizens, among whom was 
Alexander Hamilton, proceeded to execute the order ; a 
part of the company remaining under arms while the rest 
were employed in removing the cannon. While thus 
engaged, a musket was discharged from the barge of the 
Asia, which had been stationed near the shore to recon- 
noitre. The fire was returned by Lamb and his company, 
killing one of the crew, and wounding several others, upon 
which the barge at once made her way to the ship. No 
sooner had she reached it than a heavy cannonading was 
opened on the town, riddling the houses near the Bat- 
tery, and severely wounding three of the citizens. The 
drum beat to arms ; a rumor was spread that the British 
intended to destroy the city, and many of the people fled 
with their wives and children in apprehension of the 
impending catastrophe. The intrepid Liberty Boys, 
meanwhile, coolly continued their task in the face of 
the enemy's fire, nor did they quit the Battery until the 
last of the twenty-one pieces had been carried away in 
safety. The next day, Captain Vandeput, the com- 
mander of the Asia, dispatched a letter to the mayor, 
complaining of the murder of one of his men, and 
demanding immediate satisfaction. A correspondence 
of mutual recrimination, resulting in nothing, ensued, and 
on the 29th of August, the Provincial Congress issued 
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an order declaring that, as the Asia had seen fit to can- 
nonade the city, she must henceforth cease to receive 
supplies from it, and must obtain them instead by the 
way of Governor's Island. 

Hitherto, the governor had remained firm at his post ; 
but, finding his position daily growing more perilous, 
despite the pledges of the corporation for his personal 
safety, he determined to abandon tlie city, and took 
refuge on board the Asia ; from which he kept up a con- 
stant communication with his friends on shore, and insti- 
gated violent attacks on the Sons of Liberty through 
Rivington's Gazette* the organ of the royalist party. 
Finding this journal becoming somewhat too scurrilous 
in its abase, the Liberty Boys, after vainly remonstrating 
with the printer, directed Captain Sears to attend to the 
matter. Mustering a party of light-horse from Connec- 
ticut, he entered the city at noon on the 4th of Decem- 
ber, and, proceeding to the printing-office, forced open 
the doors, demolished the press, distributed the types 
through the windows, and effectually stopped the paper. 

• This journal, which was first issued by James Rirington On the d of Ap 1 
I17B, on a large medium sheet, folio, from the beginning warmlj auppo t d the 
cause of the British government, and received the support of the royal L t! ou h 
out the country. After the destruction of hia office, Rivington went to En land 
where he procured a new press, and obtained the appointment of kings p t for 
Sew York. After the conquest of the city by the British, ho returned, and, on the 
4th of October, I7)T, issued his paper anew, and conUnued it under the title of 
the Royal Oaxeitt uotil the close of the war, when he discarded the royal arms from 
the title, which henceforth appeared as RivingtoWt New York Cfaittlt aud 
Uaiverial Adeeriiser, The paper, however, was regarded with coldness; and, dis- 
couraged by the want of popular fidth in his conver^on, in 1783, he discontinued 
its publication, and devoted himself eicln^vely to the sale of books and stationery. 
He also publishod several volomes, among which were Cook's Voyages. lie nae 
regarded by hU contemporaries as a man of considerable ability. 
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Early in the spring of 1776, General Lee,* who had 

commanded the American forces at New York since the 
departure of Wooster, was ordered to Charleston, and 
General Putnam was left in sole command of the city. 
Putnam fixed his head-quarters at No 1 Broadway, in a 
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« Lee came to New York in January, I'l^B, with a force of twelve hundred men, 
and took np bis head-qaarters at the Kennedy House, the same aflorwards occu- 
pied by Putnam. Frevionsly lo the departure of Washington for Philadelphia, he 
lodged while in the citj' at No. 184 Pearl street; upon his return, he removed 
to the Kennedy House, the favorite resort of the officera of the army. 



dbjGoogle 



CITY OF NEW TOEK. 491 

house built by Captain Kennedy of the British army . On 
the 14th of April, Washington arrived, having succeeded 
in expelling the British troops from Boston, and took up 
his quarters at Richmond Hill, on the corner of Varick 
and Charlton streets. The idea of independence was fast 
gaining ground, and those who would have shuddered at 
the thought a few months before, were now discussing 
the expediency of a total separation from the mother 
country. At this juncture, " Common Sense " was pub- 
lished in Philadelphia by Thomas Paine, and electrified 
the whole nation with the spirit of independence and 
liberty. This eloquent production severed the last link 
that bound the colonics to the mother-country ; it boldly 
gave speech to the arguments which had long been 
trembling on the lips of many, but which none before 
had found courage to utter, and, accepting its con- 
clusions, several of the colonies instructed their delegates 
in the Continental Congress to close their eyes to the 
ignis faluus of loyalty, and fearlessly to throw off their 
allegiance to the crown. On the 7th of June, 1776, 
the subject was introduced into Congress by Richard 
Henry Lee, who offered a resolution declaring "that the 
"United Colonies are, and ought to be, free and inde- 
" pendent States, that they are absolved from all alle- 
" glance to the British crown, and that their political 
"connection with Great Britain is and ought to be 
" totally dissolved." A spirited debate followed these 
resolutions. The delegates of several of the colonies. 
New York among the rest, had received no instructions 
how to act in this emergency, and they drew back shrink- 
ingly from the perilous step which would condemn them, 
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if unsuccessful, to a traitor's doom. Seven of the thirteen 
colonies voted in its favor. Armed with this small 
majority, Jefferson, John Adams, Franklin, Sherman and 
Robert R. Livingston were appointed to draft a Declar- 
ation of Independence ; which, on the 4th of July, was 
adopted by Congress, and the British colonies trans- 
formed into the United States of America. 

On the 10th of July, the news reached New York, 
■where it was received with the greatest enthusiasm. 
Orders were immediately issued for the several brigades 
then in the city to meet on the Commons at six in the 
evening to hear the document publicly read. At the 
hour appointed, the soldiers ranged themselves in a hol- 
low square, within which was Washington on horseback 
with his aids, on the site of the present Park Fountain, 
to listen to the address which, for the first time, pro- 
claimed the United States a free and independent nation. 
The reading ended, the immense auditory burst into 
shouts of applause. The people, impelled by the new- 
bom spirit of independence, rushed in a body to the 
City Hall, and, tearing the picture of George III. from 
its frame, rent it in pieces and trampled it under foot. 
Proceeding thence to the Bowling Green, they hurled 
from its pedestal the statue of the royal tyrant which 
they had set up in a fit of ill-judged enthusiasm a few 
years before, and dragged it in triumph through the 
streets of the city. The statue of Pitt escaped desecra- 
tion upon this occasion ; yet the people had lost much of 
their reverence for their former idol, and the statue had 
already received considerable mutilation from their 
hands. 
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Everything now indicated that the city of New York 
had been chosen by the enemy as the next point ot 
attack. On the 25th of June, Grcneral Howe had 
arrived at Sandy Hook from Hahfax, and had landed on 
the 21st of July at Staten Island, where he found many 
■partisans of the royal cause. Here he was joined a few 
days after by his brother, Admiral Lord Howe, from 
England, together with the forces of Clinton from the 
South, and thus placed in command of an army of 
twenty-four thousand of the best disciplined troops of 
England, besides the large reinforcements of Tories which 
flocked to his standard, and rendered him invaluable aid 
by their knowledge of the country. To oppose this 
formidable array, Washington had collected a force of 
twenty thousand raw militia — the best at his command — 
nearly one half of whom were invalids or detailed for 
other duty, while many more were destitute of arms and 
ammunition. 

The city, meanwhile, had been strongly fortified. On 
the southernmost point of the island was the Grand 
Battery, mounting twenty-three guns, with Fort George 
Battery, of two guns, immediately above it, in close 
proximity to the Bowling Green. The Korth River 
shore was defended by McDougall's Battery, of four guns, 
on a hill a little to the west of Trinity Church ; the 
Grenadiers' or Circular Battery, of five guns, some dis- 
tance above, in the neighborhood of the brewhouse ; 
and the Jersey Battery, of five guns, to the left of the 
latter. On the East Biver shore were Coenties' Battery, 
of five guns, on Ten Eyck's wharf ; "Waterbury's Battery, 
of seven guns, at the shipyards ; Badlam's Battery, of 
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eight guns, on Rutger's Hill, in the vicinity of the Jew's 
burial-ground in Chatham street ; and not far from 
that, Thompson's Battery, of nine guns, at Hoorne's 
Hook, and the Independent Battery on Bayard's 
Mount, now christened Bunker Hill, on , the corner 
of Grand and Centre streets. Breastworks were 
also erected at Peck, Beekman, Burling, Coenties and 
Old slips ; * at the Coffee-House, and the Exchange ; 
and in Broad and other streets of the city, and a line of 
cireumvallation was stretched across the island from river 
to river. Fortifications were erected on Governor's 
Island, Paulus Hook, Brooklyn Heights, and Red Hook ; 
a line of works w a g e- thrown up on Long Island 
from Fort Greene at the Wallabout to Gowanus Creek, 
within which nine thousand men were encamped and the 
passages to the city, both by the North and Bast Rivers, 
were obstructed by chains and sunken vessels. The 
latter fortifications were erected under the superintend- 
ence of General Greene, who was intrusted with the 
conmiand of the American forces on Long Island. 
General Sullivan was deputed as the assistant of Greene ; 

* These slips were simply openings between two wharves, into which the wood- 
boats entered at high water and grounded there, that the cattmen might enter at 
low tide to unload them. There were at this time eii slips on the Enst River 
shore — Whitehall Slip, bo called from the large white house, bnilt by Stuyvcsant 
B^oining the a!ip; Coenties' (Coen and Antej'a) so called from Conrad Ten Eyck 
and Jane, his wife, who lived in the house on Little Dock, now Pearl street, 
adjoining the slip; Old Slip, the first in the eitj ; Burling Slip, which derived its 
name from Mr. Burling, a merchant on the corner of the Smit's Vly and Golden Hill ; 
Beekman'a Slip, so called from Mr. Beekman who resided on the SQUthwest corner 
of Pear] street and the slip, and Feck Slip, which received its name from Mr. Peck, 
at that time the owner of the lands in its vicinity. The only i^lip on the North 
River was at the foot of Oswego, now Liberty street. 
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General Nathaniel WoodhuU was directed to forage for 
the troops on Long Island, and Washington retained 
command of the forces in the city. 

Soon after the arrival of the British fleet at Staten 
Island, Admiral Howe, who came commissioned by the 
British government to treat for peace with the rebels, 
as they were contemptuously termed, attempted to 
open negotiations with the American forces, and, to this 
end, addressed a letter to " George Washington, Esq.," 
which Washington returned without reply. He then 
dispatched another, addressed to "George Washington, 
etc. etc.," which was also returned; upon which the 
general, resolved never to acknowledge the military 
rank of a traitor, abandoned all hopes of an accommo- 
dation with the rebels, and turned his thoughts to 
a warlike policy. 

At this critical juncture, General Greene fell danger- 
ously ill of a fever, and Washington, anticipating that 
New York and Long Island would be attacked simulta- 
neously, dispatched General Putnam to take command 
at the latter, with strict injunctions to guard the passes 
to the American camp, and by all means to hinder the 
advance of the enemy. For this, the position of the 
ground was well chosen. A range of thickly wooded 
hills, extending from the Narrows to Jamaica, and only 
accessible by three easily-guarded passes — the iirst, wind- 
ing round the western base of the Narrows ; the second, 
crossing the range by the village of Flatbush ; and the 
third, passing to the right through Flatlands and inter- 
secting the road which led from Bedford to Jamaica — 
separated the American lines from the expected landing- 
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place of the enemy at Gravesend. Near these passes, 
breastworks had been erected and three or four regi- 
ments stationed, while patrols were set to reconnoitre the 
roads and to give the earhest intelligence of the advance 
of the enemy. Trusting to the watchfulness of Lord 
Stirling and General Sullivan, Putnam, who knew nothing 
of the topography of the country, unwisely removed 
these patrols from their posts, and thus insured the 
defeat of the American army. 

Contrary to the expectations of Washington, Howe 
determined to reach New York through Long Island, 
and on the 22d of August, passed over with four thou- 
sand men from Staten Island to Gravesend, where he 
landed without opposition. Other regiments, commanded 
by Earls Cornwallis and Percy, Sir William Brskine, 
Count Donop, and Generals Grant, De Heister, and 
Knyphausen soon followed, increasing the number to 
fifteen thousand men, who stretched along the eastern 
base of the hills, where they lay encamped for several 
days, reconnoitering the ground and skirmishing with 
straggling scouting parties from the American lines. 

Chnton was not long in discovering the unguarded 
state of the passes through the hills. He at once com- 
municated the intelligence to Howe, a consultation was 
held by tlie generals, and a skillful ruse concerted for the 
plan of attack. On the evening of the 26th, De Heister, 
with the Hessians under his command, advanced along 
the road which led through the hills by the way of 
Flatbush, while General Grant, with the left division of 
the army, took the lower road along the shore ; a manoeu- 
vre designed to divert the attention of Putnam, and thus 
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enable Clinton with the main body of the army to skirt 
the hills by an easterly route, gain possession of the pass 
in the heights near Bedford, and thence turn tlie left of 
the American lines. The artifice was successful ; Putnam, 
apprised by advance parties of the advance of Grant 
and De Heister, dispatched a strong detachment under 
Lord Stirling to guard the lower road, and another under 
Sullivan to stop the progress of De Helster, and it was 
not until the army under Clinton had gained the coveted 
position and opened a hea^-y fire upon Sulhvan's rear, 
that the nise was detected by the cheated general. Find- 
ing themselves thus completely hemmed in, the troops 
under Sullivan, after vainly attempting to break through 
the lines of the enemy, scattered in confusion a.nd took 
refuge among the hills, where the gi'eater portion with 
their commander were soon discovered and taken 
prisoners. 

The conflict at the ri'ver pass was far more sanguinary. 
Posted with his troops on the slope of the hills north 
from Greenwood Cemetery, Lord Stirling maintained big 
ground against Grant, until the approach of Cornwallis 
with a large reinforcement warned him tliat further 
resistance would be in vain. Closely pressed by the 
enemy in front, and having in his rear the deep marsh 
and creek at Gowanus, eighty feet in width, two courses 
alone remained to him ; either to surrender at once to 
the enemy, or to attempt to escape across the creek, 
spanned only by the remnant of a half-burnt mill-dam. 
He gallantly chose the latter ; and, selecting four hun- 
dred men from the Maryland brigade to cover their 
(light, he ordered the remainder of his troops to retreat, 
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then charged with fixed bayonets with this forlorn hope 
upon the brigade commanded by Cornwallis. Four times 
the desperate charge was repeated ; on the fifth, the 
enemy was on the point of yielding, when De Heister 
came up from the rout of Sullivan, and commenced an 
assault on the rear. This new onslaught determined the 
fortunes of the day. Stirling and a portion of the 
detachment surrendered themselves prisoners of war ; 
while the remainder resolutely cut their way through 
the ranks of the enemy, only to perish in the deep 
morass which ingulfed the most of their number. The 
loss of the Americans in this battle amounted to nearly 
twelve hundred men, a thousand of whom, including 
Lord Stirling and General Sulhvan, remained prisoners 
in the hands of the enemy. On the day after the battle. 
General WoodhuU was also captured while scouting at 
the southwest part of the island, and so severely 
hurt that he died of his wounds a short time after. 
About four hundred of the British were killed, wounded 
and taken prisoners. 

Encouraged by this success, the victorious troops 
advanced in front of the American lines, which had been 
reinforced during the battle by "Washington in person 
with a large body of troops from the city, and made 
preparations for investing thom in form. In this emer- 
gency, Washington summoned a council of his officers, 
and, by their advice, determined to evacuate the island. 
In order to conceal this resolution from the British, it 
was announced that boats were wanted to transport a 
detachment of the American troops to Hellgate in order 
to attack the enemy in the rear. At eight in the even- 
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ing of the 29th, the embarkation commenced under 
cover of a heavy fog and a fine, drizzling rain. To 
deceive the British, companies of troops marched and 
countermarched from the ferry to the lines while their 
comrades were embarking. At eleven o'clock, the wind, 
which had been unfavorable, suddenly changed, and the 
boats crossed rapidly, almost under the bows of the 
British fleet which was lying in the Narrows, oblivious 
of the easy escape of its prey. Nor was this the only 
danger to which the Americans were exposed ; a Tory 
who lived in close proximity to the ferry, dispatched a 
negro servant with the intelligence to Clinton ; but the 
slave was apprehended by a Hessian guard, who, not 
understanding his language, detained him until morning, 
then conducted him to headquarters, too late for his mes- 
sage. Washington, who for two days had scarcely quit- 
ted his saddle, superintended the retreat of his troops 
with intense anxiety, each moment expecting to see them 
discovered by the enemy. But the friendly fog screened 
them effectually, the boats rapidly crossed and recrossed 
in safety, and, by sunrise the next morning, the whole 
army of nine thousand men, with their prisoners, bag- 
gage, and stores, together with most of the wounded, 
were safely landed on the opposite shore. The fog 
continued till a late hour the next morning, when the 
British scouts, suspecting that all was not right from 
the dead silence which reigned in the camp, drew 
nearer and nearer the American line.* By and by, one, 
more daring than the rest, crept cautiously within 

* See Oaderdonk's SeroluOonarj locidentB, pp. 130-131. 
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the works, and finding them abandoned, gave the 
alarm, upon which the Britisla army rushed in and 
hastened to the ferry, just in time to witness the 
escape of their foes. 

Thinking this a favorable moment for winning back 
the colonies to their allegiance, Howe opened a negotia- 
tion with the Continental Congress, promising pardon to 
all who would lay down their arms, together with a 
repeal of the obnoxious laws in which the struggle had 
originated. But this concession came too late ; the 
people had grown into a spirit of self-government, and, in 
the conference which was subsequently held on Staten 
Island, Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, and Francis 
Rutledge, the commissioners appointed by Congress for 
the negotiation, refused to treat for peace on any other 
terms than the full and entire acknowledgment of the 
independence of the colonies. This, of course, was 
inadmissible. Seeing that no terms could be made with 
Congress, Howe issued a proclamation repeating the 
offer to the people, then proceeded at once to invest the 
city. 

Notwithstanding the fortifications which had been 
erected, it was evident to all that the city could not 
maintain a siege against the British on the neighboring 
islands and the ships of war which held the harbor in 
blockade, and on the 12th of September, Washington 
called a council of war, and reluctantly detennined to 
abandon it to its fate. The military stores were at once 
ordered to be removed across the Harlem River, a con- 
siderable force was stationed at Kingsbridge, Putnam 
was left with a force of four thousand men in the city. 
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and Washington withdrew with the main body of the 
army to Harlem Heights.* 

What was next to be done ? was a question which 
Washington put to himself, but could gain no reply. 
The British had complete possession of both rivers ; thej 
could ascend when they pleased, and, landing above him, 
hem him in and insure the destruction of his army, for 
resistance would be in vain with such unequal forces ; 
could attack the city at once, or could cross over from 
Long Island and attack him when they thought proper. 
That he would eventually be forced to evacuate the 
island, he foresaw clearly — to evacuate it too soon would 
be to yield an important advantage to the enemy ; to 
linger too long would be to surrender his army. His 
own conduct must depend on the movements of Howe, 
yet with all his endeavors he had failed to procure the 
slightest clue to these movements. In this emergency, 
it was resolved, in a council of war, to send a trusty 
man to penetrate the enemy's ranks in disguise and 
obtain the desired information, and Nathan Hale, a 
young officer in the regiment of Knowlton, volunteered 
to undertake the dangerous mission. He passed over to 
Long Island, penetrated the enemy's lines, made drawings 
of his works, and gained full inteUigcnce of the projected 
movements of the army. On his return he was recog- 
nized as belonging to the American army, and at once 

• After his retreat from the city, Washington first fiied his quarters at the 
bouBe of Robert Murray on Murray Hill, whence he issued hia inatruetioDS to Nathan 
Hale, and where he was on the day preceding the lauding of Howe. On tlie 
16th, he was at Mott'e Tavern, at the corner of One Hundred and Forty-third street 
and Eighth Avenue. He eubsequentlj redded at the house of Ck>L [toger Moms, 
on the siiore of the Harlem Kiver. 
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arrested and conveyed to the Beekman House, on the 
corner of Fifty-first street and First avenue, now the 
head-quarters of General Howe, who, since his departure, 
had taken possession of the island. Here he was tried, 
convicted as a spy, and sentenced to be hung the next 
morning at day-break. He was at once delivered over 
to the notorious Cunningham, the Provost-Marshal of 
the Revolution, who confined him for the night in the 
green-house of the garden, refusing his prayer for a 
light and writing materials that he might write for the 
last time to his parents and friends. Through the influ- 
ence of the lieutenant, these were afterwards furnished 
him ; but, in the morning, Cunningham savagely tore the 
letters in pieces before his eyes, declaring that the rebels 
should never know that they could die with so much 
firmness ; and ordered the prisoner to immediate execu- 
tion, demanding, as a last refinement of cruelty, that he 
should make a dying speech and confession. " I only 
" regret that I have but one life to lose for my country," 
was the calm reply of the doomed patriot. These were 
his last words ; the next moment he was suspended on 
an apple-tree in the orchard, whence his bones were 
thrust into a nameless grave. The tragedy cast a deep 
gloom over the army, in which Hale was universally 
beloved ; while the heartlessness with which the affair 
was conducted must ever remain a stigma on the name 
of the British general. 

Soon after the departure of Hale on his perilous mis- 
sion, the British ships advanced up the rivers, and under 
cover of their fire, which swept across the island, Howe 
landed at Kip's Bay at the foot of Thirty-sixth street. 
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The guard stationed there to prevent his landing fled 
without striking a blow, followed by the two Connecticut 
brigades under the command of Generals Parsons and 
Fellows, which had been sent to their support. On 
hearing the firing, Washington immediately rode to the 
scene of action, which he reached just in time to catch a 
glimpse of the vanishing brigades. " Are these the men 
"with whom lam to defend America !" exclaimed he, 
indignantly dashing his hat upon the ground, as he saw 
himself thus deserted by his recreant soldiers. His aids 
hurried him from his perilous position, and, seeing that 
the island was irretrievably lost, he retired with his 
forces to Kingsbridge, sending orders to Putnam to evac- 
uate the city. In the meantime, Howe advanced to the 
centre of the island, and, encamping on Incleuberg Hill, 
made preparations to stretch a cordon across the island 
and thus insure the capture of the troops still in the city. 
The retreat of Siliiman's brigade,* which, by some 

• The following affidavit, copieiJ from the original in the possession of Abraham 
Tomlinson, Esq,, Poughkecpsie, N. Y., seems to indicate that Putnam waa 
Beparated from and considerablj in the rear of the retreating Ijrigade ; 

"Henckiiih Ripley of sud Fairfield doth certify that on or about the 15th day of 
" September, 1116, I was the officiating chaplain of the brigade, tlien commanded by 
" Genl. Gold S. Silliman. From mismanagement of the commanding officer of that 
" Brigade, was unfortunately left in the city of New Yorli, and, at the time before 
'"mentioned, while the Brigade was in front and myself considerably in the rear, I 
" was met by Genl Putnani, who then informed me of the landing of the enemy 
"above us, and that I must make my escape on the west side of the Island, whera- 
"npoQ, I, on foot, crossed the lota to the west side of the lahind unmolested, 
" excepting by tlie fire of the ships of war, at the time lying on the North River. 
" How the Brigade escaped, I was not an eye witness. 

" Uezesiah Riplev, 
" Afterwards one of the Trustees of Yale College 
"Sept. 26, 117a." 
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unaccountable error, remained too long in the city, was, 
indeed, effected almost by a miracle. Hastily rallying at 
Bunker Hill, under the supposition that all the avenues 
were in the possession of tbe enemy, they had just deter- 
mined to make a bold stand and sell their lives as dearly 
as they could, when Colonel Burr, at this time one of the 
aids of Putnam, came up to extricate them from the diffi- 
culty by his superior knowledge of the country. Guiding 
them by a cross-road from Bunker Hill to a new road, 
recently cut through the hills on tlie line of Broadway, 
he led them along the edge of a swamp to the woods 
which surrounded the house of Robert Murray, at 
Incleuberg Hill, and, passing thonce up the Greenwich 
Road, reached the Apthorpe House on the road to 
Bloomingdale, where Washington was impatiently await- 
ing their arrival. In the meantime, Howe, Clinton, Tryon 
and a few others had halted for refreshment at the Mur- 
ray House, where, beguiled by the smiles and the choice 
wines of the Quaker hostess, who had received a hint 
from Washington to intercept and detain them as long as 
possible, they lingered in forgetfulness of the enemy they 
now deemed a certain prey, until a soldier rushed in, 
panting for breath, to tell them that the brigade had 
passed almost within their grasp, and was now advanc- 
ing up the Bloomingdale road. To mount and pursue 
them was the work of an instant. Fifteen minutes after 
Washington had quitted the Apthorpe House, it was 
filled with British troops ; but the few minutes' delay 
had saved the retreating soldiers. At ten minutes after 
three, the colors were struck in New York, and General 
Robertson with his forces took possession of the city. 
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The two armies, separated by Harlem Plains, 
encamped for the night ; the one on the heights between 
Manhattaiivillc and Kingsbridge, the other in a line 
between Ilooi-ne's Hook and Bloomingdalc. Early the 
next morning, two parties, under the command of Colonel 
Knowltonand Major Leitch, were detached by Washing- 
ton with orders to gain the rear of a body of British 
troops stationed on Tandewater's Heights (on the site of 
the present Bloomingdale Asylum) while dispositions 
were made to attack them in front ; but, by some mis- 
take, a fire was opened upon them before the rear was 
gained, and, warned of their danger, they made good 
their retreat to the main body of the army. 

By way of retaliation, Howe ordered a detachment to 
push forward through McGowan's Pass and attack the 
American Hnes. They were met by Colonel Knowlton 
at the foot of a rocky gorge between the Eighth and 
Ninth Avenues, near the line of One Hundred and 
Twenty-fourth street, who drove them into a cleared 
lield about two hundred rods distant, where they took 
shelter behind a fence and continued the contest. It was 
not long before they were forced from this position ; 
and, retreating to a buckwheat field four hundred yards 
distant, they made a stand on the summit of a high hill, 
where, joined by a reinforcement of Hessians, they 
fought for two hours with great spirit, but were finally 
forced to retreat for the third time to another hill near 
the British lines.* The main body now prepared to 

• Vide Dunlap'E Hist, of Xew York, vol ii., pp. 11, 1», Loseiiig's Field Book of the 
ReToluttoii, vol. ii., pp. 611-819, ood Dairsou'g Battles of the United States by Sea 
Rud Land. pp. 160-162. 
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advance to their aid, when Washington, not wishing to 
risk a general engagement, prudently retreated, with the 
loss of sixteen of bis men, among whom was the gallant 
Colonel Knowlton. Major Leitch was also so severely 
hurt that he died of liis wounds a few weeks after. 
The loss of the British, as acknowledged in the official 
report, was fourteen killed and seventy-eight wounded. 
Clouded as it was by the loss of two valuable officers, the 
success of tins skirmish greatly inspired the Americans, 
who had been much depressed by their last defeat. A 
few days after, Major Thomas Henly fell in an unsuccess- 
ful attack upon the British forces under the command of 
General Heath, which were stationed at llontiesor's, 
now Randall's, Island. 

For several weeks, Washington retained his position 
in the high grounds above Manbattanville, residing mean- 
while at the house of Col. Roger Morris, between 160th 
and 161st streets, at Morrisania. ^ot caring to risk a 
direct attack, Howe withdrew the greater part of his 
forces from the island and landed them at Throg's Point 
in Westchester County, with a view to cutting off all com- 
munication from the eastern States ; while, at the same 
time, he dispatched three frigates up the Hudson River to 
intercept all supplies from the southern and western 
shores. Forced by this movement to evacuate the island, 
Washington detached a garrison of three thousand men 
for the defence of Fort Washington, and proceeded with 
the remainder of his forces to White Plains, where, on the 
28th of October, a spirited action took place in which he 
lost nearly four hundred of his men ; then, fearing a 
speedy repetition of the attack, he withdrew to the almost 
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impregnable lieights of North Castle. No longer daring 
to pursue the main body of the army, Howe now 
retraced his steps across Kingsbridge, and proceeded to 
invest the garrison at Fort Washington. 

This fort, which was but the centre of the fortifica- 
tions on this part of the island, stood on the shores of 
the North River about two and a half miles below 
Kingsbridge. The position was a strong one ; the liill 
was steep and difficult of access on all sides but the 
south, which was commanded by the fort ; and sur- 
rounded on all sides by redoubts and batteries. Three 
lines of intrenchments, a mile in length, extended across 
the island from the Harlem to the North River ; the first 
in the vicinity of One Hundred and Fifty-first street ; 
the second about half a mile further north ; and the third 
westward from Colonel Morris' house along the Ime of 
One Hundred and Seventieth street ; but the works 
were unfinished and defended only by a few old pieces 
of artillery ; while, to maintain them properly, an army 
would have been needed instead of the handful of men 
detailed for their defence. Colonel Magaw, who was in 
command at the station, remained in the fort ; Colonel 
Rawlins, with his regiment of riflemen, occupied a redoubt 
to the north and also a small breastwork on the southern- 
most part of the island, overlooking Spuyten Dnyvel 
Creek ; Colonel Baxter, with the militia under his com- 
mand, was posted along the heights of the Harlem River 
opposite Fort Washington ; Colonel Cadwalader, with a 
force of eight hundred men, was stationed at the lowei 
lines which crossed the island, and the rest of the troops 
were distributed among the other redoubts and breast- 
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works at ManhattanviUe and along the Kingsbridge 
Koad. 

On the 15th of November, a summons to surrender 
was sent to the garrison by Adjutant-General Patterson 
of the British army, which was peremptorily refused by 
Magaw. Early on the following morning, a heavy can- 
nonade was opened upon the positions of Colonels 
Rawlins and Cadwalader, and about ten o'clock, a large 
body of tlie enemy, headed by Lord Percy and preceded 
by their field-pieces, appeared on Harlem Plains and 
advanced to attack Cadwalader, who held them in cheek 
for more than an hour and a half, while Washington, 
with Putnam, Greene and Mercer, crossed the river from 
Fort Lee, and after examining the ground, returned 
again to his intrenchments. 

At noon, the riflemen of Colonel Rawlins were 
attacked by the Hessians under Knyphausen, and, after 
defending themselves with great bravery until their rifles, 
through frequent charging, became useless in their hands, 
were forced to retreat to the fort, whither Knyphausen 
pursued them, and intrenching himself behind a large 
storehouse in the vicinity, summoned Magaw again to 
surrender. Finding his position hopeless beyond redemp- 
tion, the commander gave a reluctant assent, and sur- 
rendered himself and the garrison, twenty-seven hun- 
dred in number, as prisoners of war. 

Lord Percy, in the meantime, had been reinforced by 
a detachment under the command of Colonel Stirling, 
which had descended the Harlem River in bateaux, and 
landed in the rear of Cadwalader. After defeating the 
parties under Captains Lenox, Edwards and Tudor, which 
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had been detailed to oppose their landing, the new 
troops advanced to the heights near Morris' house, and, 
seconding the efforts of Percy, forced Cadwalader to 
retreat to Fort Washington, where he was at once made 
prisoner by the British, now in possession of the fort. 
A few minutes after, the troops of Colonel Baxter, 
who had been driven from their ground with the 
loss of their leader by General Mathew and Lord 
Comwallis, came in, and were also made prisoners of 
war ; and at half-past one the British flag waved 
triumphantly over the fort in token of the undisputed 
sovereignty of the island. About fifty of the Americans, 
among whom were Colonels Baxter and Miller, and 
Lieutenants Harrison and Tannihill, were killed in this 
engagement ; one hundred were wounded, and nearly 
three thousand made prisoners of war. The loss of Fort 
Washington was soon followed by that of Fort Lee; 
Washington retreated with his troops through the 
Jerseys, and the struggle for liberty in New York was 
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Hew York during the Occupation of the Bojaliats— The British Prisons and Prison Ships 
of New Torfe. 

The city now lay prostrate in the hands of its captors. 
Those of the Sons of Liberty who had escaped imprison- 
ment had fled to rejoin the Korthern army, or the 
patriots who were struggling almost hopelessly in the 
Jerseys, and their place was filled by a host of Tories 
from the neighboring counties. The Provincial Con- 
gress, abandoning the city, held secret meetings, armed 
and in disguise, at various towns in the suburbs, con- 
stantly changing their place of rendezvous to avoid the 
vigilance of the Tory spies who infested the neighbor- 
hood. Westchester and Rockland — the so-called neu- 
tral ground — were filled with Cow Boys and Skinners; 
the former, the avowed friends of King George ; the 
latter, ready to attach themselves for the moment to the 
party which might offer the greatest hopes of plunder. 
To guard against the machinations of these, a Committee 
of Safety, with John Jay at tlie head, was appointed by 
the Provincial Congress, the adventures of which were 
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fraught with incidents which shame the wildest tales of 
romance. Intrigue was thwarted by intrigue ; plot was 
met by counterplot. All trust in man was destroyed in 
the dark and terrible struggle ; the most intimate 
friends, the nearest relatives, were arrayed on opposite 
sidea in the strife, and none dared be sure that the most 
trusted acquaintance, the liindest neighbor, might not be 
laying a snare to deUver him up to an ignominious 
death from the hands of his enemies. Each party endea- 
vored to elude the suspicions of the other, and to lure 
the unwary within the American lines or to decoy them 
within reach of the British at New York. 

The city, meanwhile, became then and henceforth the 
headquarters of the British army in America, and the 
residence from time to time of its principal officers. 
General Howe took up his abode in the Kennedy House 
at the lower end of Broadway. General Knyphausen 
took possession of a large house in Wall street. The 
Hessians under his command were encamped at Corlaers 
Hook, whence a line of intrenchments was thrown up 
on the Bowery Lane to Bunker's Hill ; while the bar- 
racks, the hospital and the empty bouses of the Whigs 
who had. fled for safety were filled with the British sol- 
diers. The Beekman House in Hanover Square became 
th.e residence of the naval officers arriving at the station; 
there Admiral Digby afterwards dwelt, with the sailor 
prince WiUiam Henry — the future William TV. — under 
his charge. 

About five thousand prisoners were now in the hands 
of the British, comprising those who had been captured 
at Long Island and Fort Washington, together with 
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many who had been brought in by privateers ; and as 
New York was henceforth the British prison-house, this 
number received constant accessions during the war. 
The privates were crowded into the public buildings ; 
the sailors were conveyed to the loathsome prison-ships 
which lay, first in the North River opposite the lower 
end of the island, and afterwards at the Wallabout ; and 
the officers were required to give their parole, then suf- 
fered to lodge in the town under the strict surveillance 
of the British guard. This permission was in many 
instances afterwards recalled, and the officers committed 
to the old Provost, the receptacle of the prisoners of 
superior rank. Among these officers were Colonels 
Magaw, Rawlins, Allen, Ramsey, Miles and Atlee ; Majors 
Bird, West, Williams and De Courcey ; and Captains 
Wilson, Tudor, Edwards, Forrest, Lenox, Davenport, 
Herbert and Edwards, with many others. 

The city became emphatically a city of prisons. Every 
available building was transformed into a dungeon for 
the soldiers of the American army, who, under the super- 
vision of the infamous provost-marshal, Cunningham, 
with his deputy O'Keefe, and the commissaries Loring, 
Sproat and others, were treated with almost incredible 
barbarity. The pews of the North Dutch Church in Wil- 
liam street were torn out and used for fuel ; a floor was 
laid from one gallery to another, and eight hundred 
prisoners were incarcerated within its walls. Here they 
were allowed neither fuel nor bedding, their provisions 
were scanty and of the poorest quality, and many died 
from cold and starvation. "The allowance," says Adolph 
Myer, of Lasher's battalion, who had been taken prisoner 
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at Montresor's Island, and afterwards imprisoned here, 
was one loaf of the bread left on the evacuation 
of New York (and which had been made for an 
allowance of three days), one quart of peas, half a 
' pint of rice, and one and a half pounds of pork for 
' six days. Many prisoners died from want, and others 
' were , reduced to such wretchedness as to attract 
' the compassion of common prostitutes, from whom 
' they received considerable assistance. No care was 
' taken of the sick, and if any died, they were thrown at 
'the door of the prison, and lay there till the next day, 
' when they were put on a cart and drawn out to the 
' intrenchments, beyond the Jews' burial-ground, where 
' they were interred by their fellow-prisoners, conducted 
' thither for that purpose. The dead were thrown into 
' a hole promiscuously, without the usual rites of sepul- 
' ture." 

The Brick Church in Beekman street was at first used 
as a prison, then converted into a hospital for the sick 
among the prisoners. The Friends' Meeting-house in 
Pearl street and the Presbyterian Church in Wall street 
were also used as hospitals, and the French Church in 
Pine street was transformed into a depot for military 
stores. 

.The Middle Dutch Church, the present Post-OfBce, 
was also stripped of pulpit and pews, and made to 
furnish room for three thousand prisoners. "Here," 
says John Pintard, an eye-witness of the scene, "the 
" prisoners taken on Long Island and at Port Washing- 
" ton — sick, wounded and well — were all indiscriminately 
" huddled together by hundreds and thousands ; large 
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"numbers of whom died by disease ;. and many were un- 
" doubtedly poisoned by their inhuman attendants for the 
"sake of their watches or stiver buckles." The inmates 
were subsequently transferred to the other prisons, and 
the church was converted into a riding-school, to train 
dragoon horses. The glass was taken from the windows 
and the shutters left unhung, the floor was taken up and 
the ground covered with tan-bark ; and a pole was 
placed across the middle for the horses to leap over. 

Just to the east of this, in Liberty street, stood the 
old Sugar-house, built in the days of Leisler ; a grey 
stone building, five stories in height, with thick walls, 
and small, deep windows, which now became one of the 
gloomiest of the improvised dungeons of the city. Each 
story was divided into two rooms, with ceilings so low 
and windows so small that the air could scarce find 
entrance under the most favorable conditions. A pon- 
derous, jail-like door opened on Liberty street to the 
courtyard — a broad, flagged walk about the building, 
through which two British or Hessian soldiers were 
constantly pacing, night and day. On the southeast, 
a heavy door opened into a dismal cellar, also used 
as a prison. The yard was surrounded by a close board 
fence, nine feet high. In this forbidding prison-house, 
secured by massive locks and bars, the wretched prison- 
ers were huddled so closely that they could scarcely 
breathe, and left for many weary months, without fire 
or blankets and with no other clothes than those which 
they had worn on their entrance, to while away the 
hours of their captivity by carving their names upon the 
walls with rusty nails — often the only clue to their 
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probable fate ; for the typhus fever raged fiercely among 
them, and the dead-cart paid its daily visits, bearing 
away the writers ere they could finish the rude epitaphs, 
thus left as the sole trace to their friends of their doom, 
" III the suffocating heat of summer," says Dunlap, the 
contemporary historian of the times, " I saw every narrow 
" aperture of those stone walls filled with human heads, 
" face above face, seeking a portion of the external air." 
" While the jail fever was raging in the summer of 1777," 
says Onderdonk, in his "Incidents of the British 
Prisons and Prison-ships at New York," "the prisoners 
were let out in companies of twenty, for half an hour 
at a time, to breathe the fresh air ; and inside they 
were so crowded, that they divided their numbers into 
squads of six each. No, 1 stood ten minutes as close 
to the window as they could crowd, and then No. 2 
took their places, and so on ; seats there wore none ; 
and their beds were but straw, intermixed with ver- 
min. For many weeks, the dead-cart visited the 
prison every morning, into which from eight to twelve 
corpses were flung and piled up, then dumped into 
ditches in the outskirts of the city." An interesting 
reminiscence of this prison, as well as of the hospitals of 
the city — the more interesting from being one of the few 
descriptions on record of the treatment which the sick 
received in these hospitals — is found in the narrative of 
Levi Hanford, of Walton, Delaware County, New York. 
Entering the army in the autumn of 1775, at the early 
age of sixteen, he was one of the company sent by Lee, 
in the spring of 1776, to break ground for the first 
fortifications erected on Governor's Island. In March. 
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1777, he was surprised and captured by a party of 
Tories while on guard at Long Island Sound, and taken 
first to Huntington, then to Flushing, and thence to 
Xew York, where he was incarcerated in the old Sugar- 
house in Liberty street, 

" The old prison," says he, " waa a stone building, 
" six stories high ; but the stories were very low, which 
" made it dark and confined. It was built for a sugar 
" refinery, and its appearance was dark and gloomy, 
" while its small and deep windows gave it the appear- 
" ance of a prison, which it really was, with a high board 
" fence inclosing a small yard. "We found at this time 
" about forty or fifty prisoners, in an emaciated, starv- 
" ing and wretched condition. Their numbers were 
"constantly being diminished by sickness and death, 
" and as constantly increased by the accession of new 
" prisoners, to the number of 400 or 500. Our allow- 
" ance of provisions was pork and sea-biscuit ; it would 
"not keep a well man in strength. The biscuit was 
"such as had been wet with sea- water and damaged, 
"was full of worms and moldy. It was our common 
" practice to put water in our camp-kettle, then break 
" up the biscuit into it, skim off the worms, put in the 
" pork, and boil it, if we had fuel ; but this was allowed 
" us only part of the time ; and when we could get no 
" fuel, we ate our meat raw and our biscuit dry. 
■' Starved as we were, there was nothing in the shape of 
" food that was rejected or was unpalatable. Crowded 
"together, in bad air and with such diet, it was not 
■strange that disease and pestilence should prevail. 
" I had not been long there, before I was taken with the 
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smallpox, and conveyed to the Smallpox Hospital, 
I had it light, and soon returned to the prison, but not 
till I had seen it in its most malignant forms. Some 
of my companions died in that hospital. When I 
returned to the prison, others of our company had 
been taken to the different hospitals, from which few 
returned. I remained in prison for a time, when, 
from bad air, confinement, and bad diet, I was taken 
sick, and conveyed to the Quaker Meeting Hospital, so 
called from its being a Quaker Meeting-house. 
" 1 soon became insensible, and the time passed 
unconsciously till I began slowly to recover health and 
strength, and was again permitted to exchange these 
scenes of disease and death for the prison. On my 
return, I found the number of our companions still 
further reduced by sickness and death. During all 
this time, an influence was exerted to iiiduce the men 
to enlist in the Tory regiments. Although our suffer- 
ings were intolerable, and the men were urged by 
those who had been their own townsmen and neigh- 
bors, who had joined the British, yet the instances 
were rare that they could be influenced to enlist. 
So wedded were they to their principles, that they 
chose honorable death rather than to sacrifice them. 
I remained in the prison till the 24th of October, when 
the names of a company of prisoners were taken down, 
and mine among the rest. It was told us that we 
were going home. We drew our week's provision, 
which, by solicitation, we cheerfully divided among our 
starving associates whom we were to leave in prison. 
But whether it was to torment and aggravate our feel- 
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" ings, I know not ; but this I do know, that, instead of 
" going home, we were taken from the prison, and put on 
" board one of the prison-ships (the Good Intent) lying 
" in the North River, and reported tliere with one week's 
" provision. The scene of starvation and suffering that 
"followed cannot be described j everything was eaten 
" that could appease hunger. From this and other 
"causes, and crowded as we were, with over two hun- 
" dred in the hold of one ship, enfeebled as we had 
" become, and now reduced by famine, pestilence began 
" to sweep us down, till, in less than two months, we 
" were reduced by death to scarcely one hundred. In 
" addition to all this, we were treated with the utmost 
" severity and cruelty. In December, when the river 
"began to freeze, our ship was taken round into the 
" Wallabout, where lay the Jersey, another prison-ship 
" of terrific memory, whose rotted hulk remained till 
" lately to mark the spot where thousands yielded up 
" their lives a sacrifice to British cruelty. 

"The dead from these ships were thrown into the 
" trenches of our fortifications ; and their bones, after 
" the war, were collected and decently buried. It was 
" here that Ethan AUen exhausted his fund of curses 
" and bitter invectives against the British, as he passed 
"among the prisoners, and viewed the loathsome dens 
' ' of suffering after his return from his shameful 
" imprisonment in England.* Here again I was taken 
" sick and my name taken down to the hospital. The 
" day before New Year's, the sick were placed in a boat 

• Sea Ethao Allen's N'iirHiTe, pp. 93-102. 
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" for the city ; she had lost a piece of plank from her 
" bottom ; but it was filled up with ice, aud we were taken 
" in tow. From the motion, the ice soon loosened, and 
" the boat began to leak ; and before we had gone far, 
" the sailors inquired if we leaked. Our men, from pride, 
" and not to show fear, replied but a mere trifle ; but 
" they soon perceived our increased heft, pulled hard for 
" a time, and then lay to until we came up. Our boat 
" was half filled with water. When they saw it, they 
" cursed us, and pulled for the nearest dock, shouting for 
" help. When the boat touched the dock, she struck 
"level with the water, and we held on with our 
" hands to the dock and a small boat by our side to 
" keep from sinking. It was low water, and the sailors 
"reached down from the dock, clenched hold of our 
" hands, and drew us up. I remember that I was drawn 
" up with so much violence, that the skin was taken from 
" my chest and stomach. One poor fellow that could not 
"sit up, we had to haul on the gunnel of the boat 
" to keep his head out of water ; but he got wet and died 
" in a few minutes after he was got on shore. We were 
" taken to the hospital in Dr. Rogers' Brick Meeting- 
" house (afterwards Dr. Spring's) near the foot of the 
" Park. From the yard, I carried one end of a bunk, 
"from which some person had just died, into the church, 
" and got into it, exhausted and overcome. The head 
" nurse saw my condition. She made me some tea, and 
" pulled the blankets from the sick Irish, regardless of 
" their complaints or curses, and piled them on me, till 1 
" sweat profusely and fell asleep. When 1 awoke in the 
" morning, they gave me some mulled wine and water. 
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" "Wine and some other things were sent in by our gov- 
" ernment for the sick ; the British furnished nothing. I 
" then lay perfectly easy and free from pain, and it 
" appeared to me that I never was so happy in my life, 
" and yet so weak that I could not get out of my bunk, 
" had it been to save the Union. The doctor (who was 
" an American surgeon and a prisoner, had been taken 
"out of prison to serve in the hospital) told me that 
" my blood was breaking down and turning into water 
" from the effects of the small pox. He said I must 
" have some bitters. I gave him what money I had, and 
" he prepared some for me ; and when that was gone he 
" had tlie kindness to prepare some for me once or twice 
" at his own expense. I began slowly to gain, and finally 
" to walk about. "While standing one day in March by 
" the side of the church, in the warm sun, my toes began 
" to sting and pain me excessively. I showed them to 
" the surgeon when he came in ; he laid them open ; they 
' had been frozen, and the flesh wasted till only the bone 
' and the tough skin remained. I had now to remain 
' here for a long time on account of my feet. And of 
" all places, that was the last to be coveted ; disease and 
" death reigned there in all their terrors. I have had 
" men die by the side of me in the night, and have seen 
" fifteen dead bodies sewed up in their blankets and laid 
" in the corner of the yard at one time, the product of 
" one twenty-four hours. Every morning, at 8 o'clock, 
" the dead-cart came, the bodies were put in, the men 
"drew their rum, and the cart was driven off to the 
" trenches of the fortifications that our people had made. 
" Once 1 was permitted to go with the guard to the 
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"place of interment, and never shall I forget the scene 
" that I there beheld ; they tumbled them into the ditch 
" just as it happened, threw on a little dirt, and then 
" away. I could see a hand, a foot, or part of a head, 
"washed bare by the rains, swollen, blubbering, and 
" falling to decay. 

" I was now returned to the prison, and from this 
" time forward I enjoyed comfortable health to the cloae 
"of my imprisonment, which took place in the May fol- 
" lowing. One day, as I was standing in the yard near 
" the high board fence, a man passed in the street close 
" to the fence, and without stopping or turning his head, 
" said in a low voice, 'General Burgoyne is taken with 
" 'all his army ; it is a truth, you may depend upon it.' 
" Shut out from ail information as we had been, the news 
" was grateful indeed, and cheered us in our wretched 
" prison. Knowing nothing of what was taking place 
" beyond the confines of our miserable abode, we had 
" been loft to dark forebodings and fears as to the result 
" of our cause, and the probabilities of our government 
" being able to exchange or release us. We knew not 
" whether our cause was progressing, or whether resist- 
" ance was still continued. Our information was 
" obtained only through the exaggerations of tlie British 
"'Soldiery. But this gave us the sweet consolation that 
"our cause was yet triumphant, and the hope of final 
"liberation. Had our informant been discovered, he 
" might have had to run the gauntlet, or lose his life for 
" his kindness." 

Such were the horrors of the Old Sugar-house in Lib- 
erty street. Bhinelander's and the other sugar-houses 
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in the city were also filled with prisoners, but as the 
Old Jersey ranked foremost among the prison-ships, this 
seems to have taken the precedence of all the rest, 
Columbia College was used as a prison for a short time 
only. The City Hall was converted into a guard-house 
for the main guard of the city, the dungeons below 
being filled with prisoners. During the latter part of 
the war, the court-room in the second story was granted 
to the refugee clergy for service in lieu of their churches. 
Another prison was the Bridewell, in the Commons, a 
cheerless, jail-hke building of grey stone, two stories in 
height, with a basement and pediment in front and rear, 
which is still remembered by many of our citizens. This 
building had been erected in 1775, just in time to serve 
as a dungeon for the patriots of the Revolution. At 
this time, it was scarcely finished, the windows were yet 
unglazed, with nothing but iron bars to keep out the cold ; 
yet, despite the excessive inclemency of the weather, 
more than eight hundred of the unfortunate prisoners of 
Fort Washington were thrust within its walls on the day 
of the capture and left there for three days without a 
mouthful of food. " We were marched to New York," 
says Oliver Woodruff, one of the prisoners, who died 
not long since at the age of 90, " and went to differ- 
ent prisons — eight hundred and sixteen went into 
the New Bridewell, I among the rest ; some into 
the Sugar -house ; others into the Dutch Church. 
On Thursday morning, they brought us a little pro- 
vision, which was the first morsel we got to eat or drink 
after eating our breakfast on Saturday morning. We 
never drew as much provision for three days allowance 
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"as a man would eat at a common meal. I was there 
" three months during that inclement season, and never 
" saw any fire, except what was in the lamps of the city. 
" There was not a pane of glass in the windows, and 
" nothing to keep out the cold except the iron grates." 
This statement is confirmed by N. Murray, who says that 
the doctor gave poison powders to the prisoners, who 
soon died. Every indignity which human ingenuity could 
invent was heaped upon the wretched prisoners in the 
furtherance of the policy which hoped thus to crush the 
spirit of the army by disabling those that had been taken 
prisoners for future service and terrifying the remainder 
by the possibility of a similar fate. In the first part of 
of their project they succeeded but too well ; on the 6th 
May, 1778, when an exchange of some of the prisoners 
took place, of the three thousand men who had been cap- 
tured at Fort Washington, but eight hundred were report- 
ed as still living. But this wanton cruelty only deepened 
the indignation of the patriots ; instead of bringing them 
humbled and submissive to the feet of Great Britain, it 
estranged them more widely from the once loved mother 
country, and forever destroyed all hope of reconciliation. 
The most notorious dungeon, perhaps, of all, was the 
New Jail or Provost, so called from having been the 
headquarters of the infamous Cunningham, the provost- 
marshal of the Revolution. Through the influence of 
General Gage, he had succeeded to this post on the 
retirement of WilHam Jones in 1775, and from the fact 
that he retained it until the close of the war, we may 
judge that his conduct was pleasing to his superiors. 
The injuries which he had received the preceding year at 
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the foot of the Liberty-Pole, had never been forgotten, 
and he eagerly availed himself of this opportunity to 
wreak his vengeance on his defenceless prisoners. 
Among these were the most distinguished of the American 
captives ; Ethan Allen, the hero of Ticonderoga ; Majors 
Wells, Payne, and Williams ; Captains Randolph, Pla- 
haven, Vandyke, Mercer, and Bissell ; John Fell, a 
member of the Provincial Congress of New Jersey, with 
many other prominent men and officers, who, after 
having been released on parole, had been arrested again 
upon frivolous pretexts and thrown into a dungeon with 
the vilest criminals, where their brutal jailer heaped 
every possible indignity upon them, even amusing the 
young English officers, who were his frequent guests, at 
the conclusion of their drunken orgies, by pai-ading his 
helpless prisoners through the courtyard of the jail as 
specimens of the rebel army. Not content with seeing 
them die a slow death from cold and starvation, he is said 
to have poisoned many by mingling a preparation of 
arsenic with their food, then continued to draw their 
rations as before, giving rise to the sarcasm that he fed 
the dead and starved the living ; and to have boasted that 
he had thus killed more of the rebels with his own hand 
than had been slain by all the king's forces in America. 
The cruelty practised towards the inmates of the Provost 
and the other prisons of the city rivals all that may be 
found in the annals of Christendom, and stamps the gene- 
ral who permitted it with far deeper disgrace than the 
subordinate who was only the instrument of his will. 
Mr. Pintard, one of founders of the New York Historical 
Society, at that time a young man, the clerk of his uncle, 
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Elias Boudinot, who had been appointed Commissioner 
of Prisons by the Continental Congress, has left us a 
graphic picture of the scenes of -which he was himself 
an eye witness. 




"The Provost," says he, in a published document, 
" was destined for the more notorious rebels, civil, naval, 
" and military. An admission to this modern Bastile was 
" enough to appall the stoutest heart. On the right hand 
" of the main door, was Captain Cunningham's quarters, 
"opposite to which was the guard-room. Within the 
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" Grst barricade was Sergeant O'Keefe's apartment. At 
"the entrance door, two sentinels were always posted, 
" day and night ; two more at the first and second bar- 
" ricades, which were grated, barred, and chained, also at 
" the rear door, and on the platform at the grated door 
" at the foot of the second flight of steps, leading to 
" the rooms and cells in tlie second and third stories. 
" When a prisoner, escorted by the soldiers, was led into 
"the hall, the whole guard was paraded, and he was 
" delivered over with all formality to Captain Cun- 
" ningham, or his deputy, and questioned as to his 
" name, rank, size, age, etc., all of which were entered 
" in a record-book. "What with the bristling of arms, 
" unbolting of bars and locks, clanking of enormous iron 
" chains, and a vestibule as dark as Erebus, the unfortu- 
" nate captive might well sink under this infernal sight 
"and parade of tyrannical power, as he crossed the 
" threshold of that door which probably closed on him 
" for life. 

"The northeast chamber, turning to the left, on the 
"second floor, was appropriated to officers and charac- 
" ters of superior rank and distinction, and was christened 
"Congress Hall. So closely were they packed, that 
"when their bones ached at night from lying on the 
"hard oak planks, and they wished to turn, it could 
"only be done by word of command, 'Right, Left,^ 
"being so wedged and compact as to form almost a solid 
" mass of human bodies. In the day-time, the packs and 
"blankets of the prisoners were suspended around the 
" walls, every precaution being used to keep the rooms 
" ventilated, and the walls and floors clean, to prevent 
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"jail-fever, and as the Provost was generally crowded 
" with American prisoners or British culprits of every 
" description, it is really wonderful that infection never 
"broke out in its walls." 

The following graphic hst of the grievances endured 
by the prisoners, which was sent to General Jones by 
Mr. Pintard, reveals a terrible tale of suffering : " Close 
"confined in jail, without distinction of rank or charac- 
"ter; amongst felons (a number of whom are under 
" sentence of death), without their friends being suffered 
"to speak to them, even through the gates. On the 
"scanty allowance of 2 lbs. hard biscuit and 2 lbs. raw 
" pork per man per week, without fuel to dress it. Fre- 
" quently supplied with water from a pump where all 
"kinds of filth is thrown that can render it obnoxious 
"and unwholesome (the effects of which are too often 
" felt), when good water is as easily obtained. Denied 
"the benefit of a hospital ; not allowed to send for medi- 
"cine, nor even a doctor permitted to visit them when 
"in the greatest distress ; married men and others who 
" lay at the point of death, refused to have their wives 
" or relations admitted to see them, who, for attempting 
" it, were often beat from prison. Commissioned officers 
"and other persons of character, without a cause, thrown 
"into a loathsome dungeon, insulted in a gross manner, 
" and vilely abused by a provost marshal, who is allowed 
"to be one of the basest characters in the British army, 
" and whose power is so unhmited that he has caned an 
" officer on a trivial occasion, and frequently beats the 
"sick privates when unable to stand, many of whom are 
"daily obliged to enlist in the new corps to prevent 
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" perishing for the necessaries of life. Neither pen, ink 
"nor paper allowed (to prevent their treatment being 
"made public), the consequence of which, indeed, the 
"prisoners themselves dread, knowing the malignant 
"disposition of their keeper." 

These statements are amply confirmed by the testi- 
mony of eye-witnesses as well as of the sufferers them- 
selves ; and it is not strange that the name of Cunning- 
ham became a by-word of horror in the annals of the 
times. It was afterwards reported and currently 
beheved that he was executed at Newgate for forgery ; 
and a dying speech and confession, purporting to be his, 
was published in 1791 in a Philadelphia paper and 
copied thence into the Boston journals of the day ; but 
the Newgate Calendar, examined by Mr. Bancroft, con- 
tains no record of any such name. The Americans were 
willing to believe ah things possible from a man who 
had shown himself capable of such barbarity, and rumors 
of this sort found ready credence. But the odium of this 
cruelty must forever rest on Howe, who was cognizant 
of all its details, and to whom the provost marshal was 
but a tool — a cat's paw, as he is called by the indignant 
Ethan Allen — to execute his vengeance upon the detested 
rebels. The sufferings of the captives excited universal 
sympathy, and considerable aid was afforded them by 
the citizens ; yet tliis was not encouraged by the British 
commandant, and Mrs. Deborah FrankMn was even 
banished from the city in 1780 for her unbounded 
liberality to the American prisoners. Remonstrances 
would have been in vain. The American officers who 
were free on parole shrunk from visiting the prisons to 
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witness the sufferings which they could not relieve, and 
dared not appeal to Howe for aid, lest this audacity 
should doom them to a similar fate. In 1777, after the 
successes of Washington in Kew Jersey, a portion of the 
prisoners were exchanged ; but, exhausted by suffering, 
many fell dead in the streets ere they reached the vessels 
destined for their embarkation, and few long survived 
their return to their homes. The churches and sugar- 
houses were gradually cleared of their inmates during 
the course of the war, but the Provost and the 
old City Hall were used as prisons till Evacuation Day. 
"I was in New York, Nov. 26th," says Gen. Johnson, 
" and at the Provost about ten o'clock a.m. A few 
" British criminals were yet in custody, and O'Keefe 
" threw his ponderous bunch of keys on the floor and 
"retired, when an American guard relieved the British 
" guard, which joined a detachment of British troops, 
" then on parade in Broadway, and marched down to the 
" Battery, where they embarked for England." 

Not less deplorable was the condition of the sailor- 
captives on board the loathsome prison-ships.* The first 
of these vessels were the freight-ships which brought 
the British troops to Staten Island in 1776 ; in these, as 



• For further detnila respecting the prisons as well as the prison-shipH of New 
York, the reailer is referred to " NarratiTe of Col. Ethan Allen's Captivity," Burling- 
ton, I8S8; " Oniierdo nil's Incidents of the British Prisons and Prison-Ships at 
"New Yorli," New York, 1849; "Life of Jesse Talbot ;" "Life of Ebenezer Poi, of 
" Roxbury," Boston, 1888 ; " Recollections of the Jersey Prison-Ship," by Capt. 
Thomas Dring. Pfovidence, 1829; "The Old Jersey CaptlTe," by Thomas 
Andros, Boston, 1838 ; " The Inlermeat of the Remains of 11,600 American 
" Prisoners at the Wallebocht," New York, 1808 ; Freneau's " Poem on the Prisou- 
"Ship," and Giunes', lUvingtoa's, and other papers of the day. 
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they lay anchored at Gravesend Bay, the prisoners taken 
at the battle of Long Island were confined for a few 
days until the conquest of the city, when they were 
transferred thither and the vessels reserved for the cap- 
tured seamen. The Good Hope and Scorpion were then 
anchored in the North River off the Battery, whence the 
bodies of the prisoners who died were conveyed to 
Trinity Churchyard for burial. Some time after, they 
were taken round to the East River and moored in the 
Wallabout Bay, where a dozen old hulks, among which 
were the Good Hope, Whitby, Falmouth, Prince of Wales, 
Scorpion, Strombolo, Hunter, Kitty, Providence, Bristol, 
Jersey, etc., lay anchored in succession, usually two or 
three at a time, to serve as floating prisons for the British 
commanders. Of aU these, the Jersey gained tlie greatest 
notoriety; christened "the hell afloat "by her despair- 
ing inmates, her name struck terror to the hearts of 
every American sailor. A 64-gun ship which had been 
condemned in 1776 as unfit for service, she had been 
stripped of her spars and rigging and anchored at 
Tolmie's Wharf to serve as a storeship. In 1780, when 
the prisoners on board the Good Hope bunit the vessel 
in the desperate hope of regaining their liberty, the 
chief incendiaries were removed to the Provost, and the 
remainder transferred to the Jersey, which was thence- 
forth used as a prison-ship until the close of the war, 
when her inmates were liberated, and she was henceforth 
shunned by all as a nest of pestilence. The worms soon 
after destroyed her bottom, and she sunk, bearing with 
her on her planks the names of thonsands of American 
prisoners. Tor more than twenty years, her ribs lay 
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. at low water ; she now lies buried beneatli the 
United States Navy Yard. 

Though the Jersey has gained a had eminence as a 
prison-ship, which would naturally lead many to suppose 
that her prisoners alone were subjected to suffering and 
privation, the testimony of those confined iti the other 
hulks proves clearly that their treatment was every- 
where the same. The chief difference lay in the fact 
that the Jersey was larger than the others, and con- 
tinued in the service for a longer space of time. David 
Sproat, the British Commissary, denied, indeed, that any 
suffering existed, and, painting the situation of the 
captives in glowing coloi-s, brought documents signed by 
them to testify to the truth of his assertions ; but as 
these were forced from them almost at the point of the 
bayonet, and universally retracted as soon as they were 
free, the papers in question are not worth much in 
evidence. 

The hfe on board the Jersey prison-ship may be 
regarded as a fair sample of tlie life on all the rest. 
The crew consisted of a captain, two mates, a steward, 
cook and a dozen sailors, with a guard of twelve marines 
and about thirty soldiers. When a prisoner was brought 
on board, his name and rank were registered, after 
which he was searched for weapons and money. His 
clothes and bedding he was permitted to retain ; how- 
ever scanty these might be, he was supplied with no 
more while on board the prison-ship. He was then 
ordered down into the hold, where from a thousand to 
twelve hundred men were congregated, covered with 
rags and filth, and ghastly from breathing the pesti- 
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lential air ; many of them sick with the typhus fever, 
dysentery and smallpox, from which the vessel waa 
never free. Here he joined a mess of six men, who, 
every morning, at the ringing of the steward's bell, 
received their daily allowance of biscuit, beef or pork 
and peas, to which butter, suet, oatmeal and flour were 
occasionally added. The biscuit was moldy and lite- 
rally crawling with worms, the butter and suet rancid 
and unsavory to the highest degree, the peas damaged, 
the meal and flour often sour, and the meat tainted, and 
boiled in the impure water from about the ship in a large 
copper kettle, which, soon becoming corroded and 
crusted with verdigris, mingled a slow poison with all 
its contents. Yet for these damaged provisions, the 
highest prices were charged to the king by the royal 
commissioners, who, by curtailing the rations and substi- 
tuting damaged provisions for those purchased by the 
government, amassed fortunes at the expense of thou- 
sands of lives ; and, when accused, forced their prisoners 
by threats of still greater severity, to attest to the kind 
treatment which they received at their hands. 

The prisoners were confined in the two main decks 
below ; the lower dungeon being filled with foreigners, 
who were treated with even more inhumanity than the 
Americans. Every morning the prisoners were aroused 
with the cry, " Rebels, turn out your dead !" The 
order was obeyed, and the bodies of those who had died 
during the night were brought up upon deck and placed 
upon the gratings. If the deceased had owned a 
blanket, any prisoner was at liberty to sew it around the 
corpse, after which it was lowered into a boat and sent 
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on shore for interment. Here, a hole was dug m the 
sands, and the bodies hastily covered, often to be disin- 
terred at the washing of the next tide. 

The prisoners were suffered to remain on deck till 
sunset, when they were saluted with the insulting cry of 
"Down, rebels, down!" This order obeyed, the main 
hatchway was closed, leaving a small trap-door, large 
enough for one man to ascend at a time, over which 
a sentinel was placed, with orders to permit but one 
man to come up at a time during the night. These 
sentinels were often guilty of the most wanton cruelty. 
WilUam Burke, a prisoner for fourteen months in the 
Jersey, says that one night while the prisoners were 
huddled about the grate at the hatchway to obtain fresh 
air, awaiting their turn to go on deck, the sentinel 
thrust his bayonet among them, killing twenty-five of 
their number ; and that this outrage was frequently 
repeated. But these acts of cruelty, instead of crushing 
the spirit of the rebels, as their enemies had fondly 
hoped, only incited them to new acts of daring ; those 
already free, fought with the more desperation, choosing 
rather to face death than the dreaded prison-ship j while 
the prisoners, constantly seeking to escape, cherished 
life that they might one day take vengeance for their 
safferings. How terrible sometimes was the retribution, 
may be gleaned from the following extract frem the 
Life of Silas Talbot : 

" Two young men, brothers, belonging to a rifle 
" corps," says the author of the narrative, " were made 
" prisoners, and sent on board the Jersey. The elder 
" took the fever, and in a few days became delirious. 
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" One night (his end was fast approaching) he became 
"calm and sensible, and, lamenting his hard fate and 
" the absence of his mother, begged for a little water. 
"His brother, with tears, entreated the guard to give 
" him some, but in vain. The sick youth was soon in 
" his last struggles, when his brother offered the guard 
" a guinea for an inch of candle, only that he might see 
"him die. Even this was refused. 'Now,' said he, 
"drying up his tears, 'if it please God that I ever 
" regain my liberty, I'll be a most bitter enemy.' He 
" regained his liberty, rejoined the army, and when the 
" war ended, he had eight large and 127 small notches 
" on his rifle-stock !" 

To prove that the Jersey prison-ship was not an 
exceptional one, we will quote the testimony of pri- 
soners on board the others. 'Freoeau has given a 
graphic poetical account of his treatment on board the 
Scorpion and the hospital-ship.* Another says : "The 

* We subjoin tia a curiosUj tbe following extract from Frcneao'a poem on the 
" Prison Sliip " — a work whicb ia now eiceedingly rare : 

" Two liulks on Hudson's atormir bosom lie, 
Two further south nffront tbe pitjiDg eje ; 
There the black Scorpion at her moorings ridea, 
There, Strombolo swings, yielding tfl the tides, 
Here bulky Jersey fills it larger space. 
And Hunter, to all hospitals disgrace. 
Thou, Scorpion, fatal to thy crowded throng. 
Dire theme of horror and Plutoniaa song, 
Requir'st my lay — thy sultry decks I know. 
And all (he torments that exist below. 
The briny wave that Hudson's bosom fills, 
Drained through her bottom in a thousand rilla j 
Botten and old, replete with sighs and groacu, 
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" greatest inhumanity was experienced in a ship, of 
'which one Nelson, a Scotchman, had the superintend- 
" ence (the Good Hope, afterwards burned by the pri- 
' soncrs, described by Sproat as the best prison-ship in 
' the world). Upwards of three hundred were confined 

Scarce on the wal^rs she austams her bones. 

Here, doomed to toil, or founder in the tide, 

At the moist pumps incessautly we plj'd; 

Here, doomed to starve, like tamiah'd doga we tore 

The scant allowance that our tyrants bore. 

When to the ocean divea the western Bun, 

And tbe ecoreh'd Tories Ere their evening gun, 

' Duwn, rebels, down P the angry Scotchmen cry, 

' Danin'd dogi, descend, or by our broadsuioTds dU f 

Hail dark abode I what can with thee compare ? 

Heat, sickness, famine, death and stagnant air — 

Swifl from the guarded decks we rush'd along. 

And vainly sought repose — so vast our throng. 

Three hundred wretches here, deny'd all light, 

Id crowded mansions pasa th' infernal night- 
Some for a bed their tattered vestmenta join. 
And some on cheata, and some on floors recline j 
Shut from the blessings of the evening oXt, 
Pensive we lay with mingled corpaes there ; 
Meagre and wan, and scoreh'd with heat below, 
We look'd like ghosts, ere death had made us 80. 
How could we else, where heat and hunger join'd, 
Thua to debase the body and the mind, 
Where cruel thirat the parching throat invadea, 
Driea up the man, and fits him for the shades f ■ 
No water ladled from the bubbling spring, 
To these dire ships the war-made monsters bring ; 
By planks and pond'rous beams completely wall'd. 
In vain for water, and in vain, I call'd — 
Ko drop was granted to the midnight prayer, 
To Dives in these regions of deapair ! 
The loathsome cask a deadly dose conUina, 
ltd poison circhng through the languid Telns. 
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"at a time on board. There was but one small fire- 
" place to cook the food of such a number, and the 
"allowance was moreover frequently delayed. In the 
" short days of November and December, the steward 
" did not begin to serve out the rations till 11 a.m., so 

geitfrous Brilons I generous, its you say, 
To my parch'd tongue one cooling drop convey , 
Earth knowa no Wrment like a. thirsty tiiroat. 
Nor hell It monster like jour Danid Sproat f" 

Freneau waa afterwards transferred to the hospital-ship Hunter, where be thns 
describes his treatment : 

" From Brooklyn groTes a Heaian doctor came. 
Not great his skill, cor greater much his fame ; 
Fair Science never caU'd the wretch her own, 
And Art disdained the stupid man to own ; 
Yet still he doom'd his geoiua to the rack, 
And, 33 you may suppose, was owped a juaci. 
He, OQ his charge, the healing work begun 
With ontimonial mixtures by the ton. 
Ten miitutes was the time he deigned to stay — 
The time of grace allotted once a day — 
He drench'd ns well with bitter draaghls, 'tis true, 
2foatrums from hell and cortex from Pera — 
Some with his pills he sent to Fiutb's reign, 
And some he bUstered with the flies of Spain; 
His cream of Tartar walked in deadly round, 
'Till the lean patient at the poison frown'd, 
And swore that hemlock, death, or what you will, 
Were nonsense to the drugs that stufied his bill. 
On those refusing, he bestowed a kick. 
Or menaced vengeance with his walking-stick; 
Here, uncontroll'd he eiercised his trade. 
And grew eiperienced by the deaths he made ; 
By frequent blows we from his cane endur'd 

He killed at least as many aa he car'd. 
On our lost comrades built hia future fame, 
And scattered futo where'er his footsteps came." 
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" that the whole could not be served till 3. At sunset 
" the fire was ordered to be quenched, so that some 
" had not their food dressed at all ; many were obliged 
" to eat it half raw. No flour, oatmeal, and things of 
" like nature, suited to the condition of infirm people, 
" were allowed to the many sick — nothing but ship- 
" bread, beef and pork." "I am now a prisoner," says 
another, " on board the ship Talmouth in K. T., a place 
" the most dreadful ; we are so confined that we have 
" not room even to lie down all at once to sleep." 

But we need not multiply corroborative statements 
to prove the horrors of the loathsome prison-ships. 
Negotiations were opened for the exchange of prison- 
era, and a long correspondence between Sproat and 
Abraham Skinner, the American commissary, ensued, 
which amounted to little more than mutual recrimina- 
tion. The captives being mostly privateersmen, inde- 
pendent of the Continental service, Congress was 
unwilling to release healthy British prisoners in ex- 
change, and thus give to the enemy a great and per- 
manent strength, without receiving an equivalent. By 
the agreement between the armies, officers were to be 
exchanged for officers, soldiers for soldiers, and seamen 
for seamen. The Americans, however, had few naval 
prisoners ; those captured by the privateers had been, 
for the most part, enlisted into the service, or suffered to 
go at large for the want of a suitable place wherein to 
secure them. "Washington, who had no control over the 
marine department, remonstrated earnestly with Sir 
Henry Clinton and Admiral Digby against this inhuman 
treatment, and threatened to retaUate on the British 
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soldiers, but his protests were of little avail. The rebela 
were urged hj threats and promises to enter into 
the British service. A few complied, trusting to the 
chances for a speedy desertion, while many more perished 
in the midst of darkness and privation, preferring death 
to a seeming infidelity to their country. It is estimated, 
we doubt if on sufficient authority, that eleven thousand 
were buried from the Jersey alone. Despite the 
vigilance of the guard, escapes were frequent, and, a 
whole mess would sometimes suddenly be found miss- 
ing without having given the slightest indication of 
their departure. After the arrival of Sir Guy Carlton, 
in the closing days of the war, a few of the pri- 
soners were released on parole, but the condition of the 
majority remained substantially the same until the final 
cessation of hostilities. In marked contrast with this, 
the British prisoners were invariably treated with kind- 
ness and humanity, and though retaliation was some- 
times threatened, the threat was never in a single 
instance carried into execution. But the treatment of 
American prisoners at New York, connived at if not 
sanctioned by the British commandants, must forever 
remain a stain upon the boasted civilization of England. 
On the 21st of September, 1776, while Howe's troops 
were still stretched in a cordon across the island, in 
readiness to fall upon the army of Washington, encamped 
upon the heights on the opposite side of Harlem Plains, 
a fire occurred, which reduced the greater portion of 
the city to ashes. The conflagration broke out in a 
small wooden grog-shop near Whitehall Slip, whence it 
swept rapidly up Broad and Beaver streets to Broad- 
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way, and thence consumed all the western part of the 
town. The progress of the flames was at length stayed 
by the college grounds at Barclay street; but ere this 
was done, five hundred houses fell in ruins to the ground. 
Trinity Church and the neighboring Lutheran chapel, on 
the site of the future Grace Church, were destroyed, while 
St. Paul's Church was only saved by the unremitting 
exertions of the citizens, who mounted on the roof and 
extinguished the flakes of fire as they fell. Xo engines 
were at that time to be had in the city, and the people 
could only stand idly by and witness the work of destruc- 
tion. Intense excitement prevailed among the British, 
who accused the Sons of Liberty of being the incendi- 
aries, and even seized a number of the patriots and thrust 
them into the flames by way of revenge for the supposed 
outrage. Several of the citizens were also arrested and 
imprisoned on the charge of boiog accessories to the 
ileed, but the accusations were not sustained, and they 
were afterward acquitted of the charge. No evidence 
exists, indeed, to prove that the origin of this fire was 
anything else than purely accidental, or that the sus- 
picions of the British officers had any foundation. 

Much of the burned district had been covered with 
small wooden houses, tenanted by the lowest classes of 
society. Driven from their wretched homes by the fear- 
ful conflagration, and not knowing where else to find 
shelter, the miserable inmates tacked sheets of canvas to 
the remnants of charred walls and standing chimneys, 
thus forming a city of tents, in which they bivouacked, 
despite the inclemency of the weather, and the spot 
henceforth became known as Canvast/>wn — a sort of 
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progenitor of the present Five Points, the haunt of 
crime and misery. 

A few days after the fire, Cadwalladcr Golden, who 
had for so many years played a prominent part in the 
aflfairs of the city, died at the advanced age of eighty- 
nine. He was a man of preeminent talent and of fine 
scientific attainments ; the literature of the province had 
been greatly enriched by his valuable contributions, and, 
previously to the role which he was insnared to play 
in the drama of the Revolution, he had been loved and 
honored by the people. This false step was the only 
stain on his career ; he succumbed to the temptation of 
private interests, and sacrificed the welfare of his coun- 
trymen to the arbitrary maintenance of the royal pre- 
rogative. Nor was he alone in this apostasy; many other 
scions of ancient and distinguished families espoused the 
cause of the king in the struggle, and openly ranged 
themselves among the Tories. Foremost among these 
was Oliver De Lancey, brother of the former lieutenant- 
governor of the province, and one of the most zealous 
adherents of the royalist party. Inferior in talent to 
his brother, haughty and imperious in manners, yet pos- 
sessing an almost diabolical knowledge of human nature, 
with an adroitness in using it which was rarely ex- 
ceeded, he became a formidable enemy to the patriotic 
cause, and an object of detestation to the Liberty Boys ; 
a party of whom, headed by the daring and impetuous 
Martling, came down from the American lines on the 
night of the 25th of November, 1777, and burned his 
house at Bloomingdale, by way of revenge for his infi- 
delity to his country. At the close of the Revolution, 
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his estates, as well as those of his nephew, James De 
Laiicey, were confiscated by the government ; after 
which, he went to England, where he died, leaving 
numerous descendants. 

Many of the Tories who had been expelled from the 
surrounding country by the vigorous measures of the 
Committee of Safety, now removed to New York and 
took up their residence there. Kivington, returned to 
the city and recommenced the publication of his paper, 
now the Royal Gazette; while Holt was driven with his 
journal from place to place along the North River. Hugh 
Graine still continued to publish his Gazette, more than 
ever devoted to the interests of the royalist party. 

During the winter. General Howe made New York 
his headquarters, from which he dispatched detach- 
ments by land and sea to harass the American forces. 
It was not long before General Lee was seized as he lay 
carelessly guarded at a considerable distance from the 
army, and brought a prisoner to the city, where he was 
lodged in one of the dungeons of the City Hall in Wall 
street. Lee was a born Englishman, and, on this ground 
was claimed by Howe as a deserter from the British 
army. Washington made the most urgent efforts to 
obtain his release, and, as he held no prisoner of equal 
rank in his hands, offered in exchange for him six Hes- 
sian field-officers ; but these terms were refused by 
Howe, who threatened to send him to England for trial. 
"As you treat Lee, so shall the Hessians be treated," 
was the reply; and fearing the consequences, the British 
general dared not carry his threat into immediate execu- 
tion, but kept him closely guarded, awaiting the moment 
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when the destruction of the American army, which 
seemed to him inevitable, should enable him to punish 
the culprit with impunity. He waited in vam ; the 
surrender of Burgoyne, in the following autumn, 
proved the fallacy of these hopes, and he finally con- 
sented to the offered terms. A negotiation was also 
opened for the exchange of the rest of the American 
prisoners, but this failed of any result. Worn and 
debilitated by unwholesome food and inhuman treatment, 
the captives were wholly unfit for service, and "Washington 
was unwilling to nullify his recent brilHant victories in the 
Jerseys by restoring to the British ranks a large corps 
of able and efficient Hessians in equal exchange for 
soldiers rendered useless beyond all hope of cure by the 
brutalities which they had endured in the British prisons. 
Humanity would have dictated the measure ; policy for- 
bade it. "Washington vainly endeavored to effect their 
release on more equitable terms, and held a long corre- 
spondence with Howe upon the subject ; but the latter 
remained immovable, and the prisoners were condemned 
to linger many more weary months amid the horrors of 
captivity. 

In April, 1777, the Convention assembled at Kingston 
framed the first written constitution of the State of New 
York. By this constitution, the office of governor was 
made elective by the people, and the legislative power 
was vested in two distinct bodies, deriving their author- 
ity from the same source. George Clinton, already dis- 
tinguished for his patriotism in the annals of the province, 
was chosen the first governor — an office which he con- 
tinued to hold for eighteen years. John Jay was 
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appointed Chief- Justice, and Robert R. Livingston, 
Chancellor of the new State, over which, until the meet- 
ing of the first legislature, the Committee of Safety 
still continued to exercise their authority. Philip Liv- 
ingston, James Duaile, Francis Lewis, William Duer, 
and Gfouverneur Morris were at the same time appointed 
delegates to the Continental Congress. 

Other States soon followed the example, and the new 
power that was springing up to a prominent position 
among the nations of the earth, grew stronger and 
more consolidated, day by day. A national flag was 
adopted, and the thirteen stars and stripes, typical of the 
thirteen original pioneers of the future constellation, 
waved for the first time over the American fortresses, 
carrying with it the assumption of a claim to general 
recognition. Commissioners were also dispatched to 
the various European courts, to ask their sympathy and 
aid ; an appeal which was warmly responded to in 
France. Actuated partly, it may be, by enmity to an 
ancient foe, and partly by real sympathy for the strug- 
gling patriots, called forth by the eloquence of Franklin, 
Deane and Arthur Lee, the American Commissioners, 
the French government granted them money to fit out 
armed vessels for the relief of their countrymen, while 
many young noblemen, inspired with enthusiasm for the 
cause of liberty, proffered their services as volunteers in 
the projected expedition. Among these were Lafay- 
ette, Steuben, Pulaski, Kosciusko, De Kalb, and many 
more, whose names still live in the hearts of a grateful 
nation. These, by their knowledge of military science, 
afforded invaluable service to the undisciplined army, 
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gathered from the workshop and the plough, totally igno- 
rant of the art of war, and only knowing how to die 
without shrinkiog in the defence of their liberty. 

Despite this welcome aid, and despite the cheering 
influence of the brilliant capture of Burgoyne at Sara- 
toga, the season that followed was a terrible era of 
suffering. The hardships of the winter passed at Valley 
Forge, the half-starved army, encamped on the frozen 
ground, tentless, fireless, destitute of money and cloth- 
ing, and marking their path on the snow by their bleeding 
feet, are too well known to require description at our 
hands. Darkness closed around the unhappy army, and 
nowhere were the clouds so dense as about the head of 
its heroic leader. This was the dark day of the life of 
Washington. The credit of Congress was exhausted 
and its treasury empty ; the Continental bills, once so 
easy a resource, had so far depreciated in value as to be 
almost worthless, while the British at New York added 
largely to this depreciation by putting in circulation 
immense quantities of spurious money of the same sort ; 
yet this debased currency was all that remained to the 
commander-in-chief wherewith to pay his troops and 
purchase food to support their existence. Nor was this 
all, his ambitious and intriguing subordinates were 
secretly leagued against him, plotting to throw him 
down, that they might rise in his stead. A fortuitous 
circumstance alone hindered their success j the plot 
was skillfully laid, and the weight of a feather at this 
moment would have turned the balance, and precipi- 
tated Washington, now enshrined as an idol in the hearts 
of his adoring countrymen, into obscurity and oblivion. 
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How different might not have been the destiny of the 
future republic, had the intrigues of his enemies attained 
this cuhnination ! They barely missed the achievement 
of their designs, and at this critical juncture it was 
New York that turned the scale, and preserved the 
credit and the future of George Washington. 

Flushed by the recent victory at Saratoga, Gatea 
aspired to the chief command ; and in this he was 
seconded by Mifflin, Conway, and many of the mal- 
contents. In Congress, Richard Henry Lee and Samuel 
Adams led tlie factious party. Washington was loudly 
accused of incompetency ; the losses of New York, New- 
port and Philadelphia, together with his recent defeats 
at Brandywine and Germantown, were urged against 
him, and his opponents left no means untried to enlist 
the leading men of the country in a coalition which 
should deprive him of his position as commander of the 
army. Lafayette was appealed to, but he indignantly 
repelled the overtures. Patrick Henry and Laurens 
were also addressed in anonymous letters ; they for- 
warded the missives to Washington himself by way of 
reply. Yet many did not remain thus firm ; the con- 
fidence in the commander-in-chief became gradually 
weakened; the mine was prepared and on the point of 
explosion. In respect to the denaiiment of the dark 
intrigue, we quote the words of Dunlap, the contempo- 
rary historian of the times: "The Congress at this 
" time sat at Little York, the enemy being in Phila- 
" delphia. The confederacy of sovereign States had, 
"before 1777, in many instances been found wanting. 
"In July, 1778, the confederacy was signed; but on 
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" October 14th, 1777, Congress resolved that no State 
" should be represented by more than seven members or 
'■■less than two. New York had but two members pre- 
" sent (Francis Lewis and William Duer), barely suf- 
" ficient to give her a vote ; one of those was lying sick : 
" this was a situation which rendered her a nullity, and 
" a day was appointed by the cabal to nominate a com- 
"mittee to arrest Washington at the Talley Forge, 
"they having a majority, owing to the absence of New 
" York. 

"Francis Lewis, the only member from New York 
"capable of taking his place, sent for the absentee. 
"Col. William Duer sent for his physician. Dr. Jones, 
" and demanded whether he conld be removed to the 
"courthouse (or place of meeting). 'Yes, but at the 
" risk of your life.' ' Do you mean that 1 should expire 
"before reaching the place?' 'No; but I would not 
" answer for your life twenty-four hours after.' ' Very 
" well, sir ; you have done your duty ; prepare a litter 
" for mc ; if you refuse, some one else shall, but I pre- 
" fer your care in the case.' The litter was prepared, 
" and the sick man ready to sacrifice his life for his 
" country, when the faction, baffled by the arrival of 
" Gouverneur Morris, and by the certainty of New York 
"being against them, gave up the attempt, and the 
"hazardous experiment on the part of Col. Duer was 
"rendered unnecessary." 

Washington subsequently received information through 
Lord Stirling of a correspondence between Gates and 
Conway, which left him no longer in doubt as to the 
authors of the plot, though Gates, when taxed with it. 
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at first denied it, and afterwards apologized in humble 
terms. The intrigue was finally foiled, yet it would 
have been carried by a coup de main, had it not been 
thwarted by the influence of the New York delegation. 

In the meantime, the English ministry, under Lord 
North, had made a last attempt to regain their authority 
over the colonies by renouncing the right of parlia- 
mentarj' taxation, and appointing commissioners to 
negotiate for the return of the colonies to their 
allegiance. These overtures were hailed with delight 
by the Tories and moderate men, who urged their 
acceptance ;. but the Whigs refused to treat for anything 
short of an independence, and their determination was 
strengthened by the action of the French government, 
which, hitherto abstaining from a distinct alliance, now 
entered into a treaty of friendship and commerce, with 
pledges of a mutual defensive alliance in case that war 
should be declared against France by Great Britain. 
This treaty was followed by the anticipated result, and 
the British ambassador was recalled from Paris. Seeing 
the fatal consequences that must ensue, the opposition 
party in the Parliament, headed by Lord Rockingham, 
urged the ministry to abandon the struggle, and to 
acknowledge the independence of America ; but this 
proposal was indignantly scouted as a treason, and Pitt, 
the former idol of America, in whose honor the colonists 
had kindled bonfires, and erected statues, rose in his 
seat and spoke against it with so much vehemence that, 
exhausted by the effort, he sank fainting to the floor, 
and was carried out of Parliament for the last time, 
expending his dying breath in a vain effort to retain the 
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supremacy of Great Britain over the colonics of America. 
His words prevailed, the measure was defeated, and the 
war was carried on with renewed vigor. Sir William 
Howe was recalled by his own request, and his place 
was filled by Sir Henry Clinton. 

Soon after this change, the battle of Monmouth was 
fought, resulting in the defeat of the British army, 
Clinton evacuated Philadelphia, and marched with his 
forces to New York, where all the army had been 
ordered to concentrate in order to thwart the plans of 
the French fleet under Count d'Estaing, which was 
approaching to blockade the British ships in the Dela- 
ware. A few days after he reached the city, D'Estaing 
arrived, and anchored his vessels off the harbor of New 
York, with the design of attacking the city, while Wash- 
ington proceeded to White Plains with his army, intend- 
ingto make a simultaneous attack by land upon the town. 
But the French ships were heavy, the pilots refused 
to take them over the bar, and the projected assault 
was finally abandoned. D'Estaing set sail for Newport, 
then held by a moderate force under General Pigot, 
while Admiral Howe, on his part, hastened to the relief 
of his officer. On the 15th of August, before the attack 
could take place, a violent storm shattered the vessels 
and drove them off the coast. D'Estaing abandoned the 
blockade and set sail for Boston for repairs, while the 
British fleet returned again to New York, together with 
Clinton, who had also marched with a land force to the 
relief of Newport. 

On the 9th of August, 1778, the second great fire 
broke out in the city of New York. The conflagration 
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commenced in Dock, now Pearl, in the vicinity of Broad 

street, and raged with violence for several hours, con- 
suming three hundred houses on the eastern side of the 
city. The fire companies had been disbanded during 
the revolutionary struggle, and the military charged 
themselves with extinguishing tho fire ; but, inexperi- 
enced in the work, they accomplished but little. "Warned 
by this example, orders were subsequently issued by the 
commander-in-chief that the soldiers should help, but 
not order in future conflagrations. 

Scarcely had the flames been quenched when a new 
calamity occurred. The Morning Star powder-ship, 
which was anchored in the East River, was struck by 
lightning during a violent thunder-storm ; and so terrific 
was the eixplosion that the houses along the shore were 
unroofed by the shock, the windows shattered, and the 
furniture demolished. The crew had fortunately gone 
on shore, leaving the vessel in the care of a boy, who 
perished with his charge. 

At this time, General Robertson was the commandant 
of the city and the so-called royal governor of the pro- 
vince. This office was afterward filled by Colonel 
Birch, who resided in the Verplanck Mansion in Wall 
street, on the site of the future United States Bank, 
Baron Knyphausen still remained in the city, and acted 
as deputy commander-in-chief in the absence of Sir 
Henry Clinton, Andrew Eliot was lieutenant-governor 
and superintendent of the police, and David Mathews 
retained the office of mayor, to which he had been 
appointed on the resignation of Whitehead Hicks in the 
early part of the year 1776. 
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The summer and autumn of 1778 were marked by the 
barbarous massacres of Wyoming and Cherry Valley — 
acts of cruelty which stirred up the indignation of the 
patriots and urged them on to an almost superhuman 
struggle for vengeance. Retaliatory expeditions were 
dispatched against the settlements of the Iroquois, who 
had leagued themselves with the British, and many of 
their villages were destroyed. But the seat of the war 
was now about to be transferred to the South. During 
the summer, Clinton had been busily employed in forti- 
fying New York, then supposed to be destined for the 
nest point of attack by the combined forces of the 
French and the Americans. Early in November, this 
design was abandoned, and Count d'Estaing set sail for 
the West Indies with a view to attacking the British 
colonies in that quarter. On the same day, the English 
Admiral Hotham set sail from Sandy Hook in pursuit, 
and in the ensuing month, he was followed by Admiral 
Byron, who had superseded Howe in the command of 
the British fleet. A few days after, Clinton dispatched 
General Campbell with a force of three thousand five 
hundred men, against Savannah, then defended by the 
American general, Robert Howe. The expedition proved 
successful, and the British troops were soon in possession 
of the greater part of Georgia. At the North, the cam- 
paign was carried on with vigor. Ex-Governor Tryon 
marched with a strong force into Connecticut, plunder- 
ing and burning the settlements, and leaving rutn every- 
where in his path ; while Clinton himself headed 
foraging expeditions from the city, laying waste the 
surrounding country, and capturing Stony Point and its 
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neighbor, Yerplanek's Point, on the Hudson River. Yet 
victory was not wholly on the side of the British ; the 
brilliant recapture of Stony Point by General Wayne on 
the 15th of July, 1779, inspired the Americans with 
fresh courage, and the naval victory of John Paul Jones 
closed the campaign with signal success to the patriot 
forces. Late in December of the same year, Sir Henry 
Clinton embarked in person for Savannah with seven 
thousand men, leaving New York in charge of Genera! 
Knyphausen, 

The winter of 1779-80 was one of intense severity. 
Anticipating the scarcity of fuel, the commander-in-chief 
had ordered the wood on Staten and Long Islands to 
be cut by the proprietors and brought into market under 
penalty of forcible seizure, yet this provision failed to 
secure the needed supply, and many of the citizens were 
even compelled to burn their furniture for fuel as a last 
resort.* 



* We are indebted to the late Isaac Bell, sen., long a resident of tbis city, who 
had seen the Revolution with bis own eyes, been present when the iron balls 
were broken by the people from tiie tailing about the Bonling Green to serve as 
leaden misBives to the crew of the Asia on the occasion of the bombardment of 
the city, and when the statue of George III, was dragged from its pedestal 
and drawn through the streets of the city ; who had angled for hlackfish in 
the waters about the Old Jersey, and skated with Prince William Henry, the 
futjire William IV,, then an awkward sailor boy on hia first cruise, on the Lis- 
penard Meadows— the Collect being regarded as too dangerous a place for the 
scion of royalty— for very many interesting remioiscencea of this winter, which, 
he said, exceeded any tiling in severity that had ever been dreamed of by that 
classic authority, the oldest inhabitant. Wood was not tfl be had at any price, 
and many families would split up their chairs and tables to cook their brealt- 
fest, then go lo bed for the rest of the day in order to keep warm. The father 
of Mr. Bell, a well-known ship-builder of the city, cut up a cable worth Bis hun- 
dred dollars for backlogs, and a spar of the same value for firewood. Tlie 
rivers about the city were transformed into a solid bridge of ice for forty days ; 
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Firewood was scarce and hardly to be bought at any 
price ; provisions were dear, and the general suffering 
was increased still more by the depreciation of the Con- 
tinental currency, which, taken at par, remained a drug 
in the hands of its possessors. Excessive suffering was 
experienced among the poor, as well as in the American 
army, still encamped in the Jerseys, and enduring a 
repetition of the horrors of Valley Forge. The waters 
about New York were transformed into a sohd block 
of ice, and men and horses passed over with impunity 
to the Long Island, New Jersey and Connecticut shores. 
Tempted by the opportunity afforded him by the icy 
bridge. Lord Stirling projected a secret expedition to 
Staten Island from the Jersey shores, hoping to surprise 
the detachments which were stationed there ; but the 
vigilant Tories of the neighborhood gave the alarm. 
A convoy of eighty sleighs, filled with provisions and 
stores, with the same number of cannon, was sent at 
once, under an escort of a hundred soldiers, from New 
York to the relief of the island ; and Stirling was forced 
on his arrival to retreat with a trifling loss. 

The campaign of 1780 opened disastrously for the 
patriots. After making himself master of South Caro- 
lina by a series of brilliant successes, Clinton returned 
in June to New York, leaving Cornwallis with a strong 
detachment to guard the conquered province. The 
defeat of Gates and Sumter soon followed, and the 
British commander remained in triumphant ] 



forty days ; and Mr. Bell said that he aaw wEtli bis own ejes the eighty c! 
above alluded to, dragged across to Staten Island from the foot of Rector str 
repel the eipected attack of lord Stirling. 
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of the whole of the southern region, harassed, it is true, 
by an annoying guerrilla warfare on the part of Sumter 
and Marion. In the meantime, Knyphausen crossed 
with a detachment of five thousand men from Staten 
Island to New Jersey, and, taking possession of Eliza- 
bethtovvn and burning Connecticut Farms, endeavored 
to wrest the province from the American forces, but, 
finding them too strong for him, was compelled to 
retreat and to return to the city. 

The treason of Arnold was the prominent event of the 
year 1780. Brave almost to rashness, he had achieved 
brilliant successes in the previous campaigns, and won 
the implicit confidence of Washington, But despite his 
consummate military talents — despite the northern cam- 
paign and the battle of Behmus' Heights, in which his 
tact and ability had won the admiration of both friends 
and foes, he had for some time been growing unpopular 
both with Congress and with the people. With the for- 
mer, this was natural, Arnold was a man of fearless 
courage ; no officer in the ranks of the array bad served 
more efficiently or won more brilliant victories than had 
he, and in acknowledged bravery and military ability he 
stood foremost among the generals of the day ; yet, 
despite this, Congress evinced a manifest disposition to 
keep him in the background by promoting inferior offi- 
cers above him, and constantly assigning to him subordi- 
nate commands. Much of this may be attributed to 
military jealousy ; much, too, it may be, to the fact that 
he was known as a warm friend of Washington, who, at 
this time, was far from popular in the councils of the 
nation. Chafed by these tokens of evident injustice, and 
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goaded on by a naturally jealous and imperious disposi- 
tino, Arnold complained bitterly of the slights to which he 
was subjected ; while Washington used every effort to 
soothe Iiis wounded spirit, and on the evacuation of 
Philadelphia by the British forces in 1778, procured him 
the command of the city. Soon after his entrance into 
his new office, he married Margaret Shippeu, the daugh- 
ter of a well-known Tory citizen of Philadelphia, who 
had been the friend and companion of the young British 
officers quartered in the city during the previous winter, 
among whom was Major Andre, the aid-de-camp and 
confidential friend of Sir Henry Clinton. This union 
tempted him to the indulgence of his naturally luxu- 
rious tastes; the finest house in the town was chosen by 
him as his residence, and fitted up in a costly style, and 
his. whole manage was conducted in a manner better 
befitting the purse of a prince than that of a simple 
officer of an impoverished army. This extravagance 
soon excited the murmurs of the citizens, who openly 
accused him of peculation. To add to this, he soon 
became involved in disputes with the mayor and com- 
mon council in respect to the bounds of his authority as 
the military commandant of the city; and, by their direc- 
tion, he was finally prosecuted by the attorney-general 
of the State on various charges of criminality and 
willful abuse of power, tried by a court-martial, found 
guilty in part, and sentenced to be reprimanded by the 
commander-in-chief. This painful task was performed 
by Washington with all possible delicacy ; despite the 
faults of Arnold, he loved him as a brother, and had con- 
stantly endeavored to soothe his fiery temper and to 
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persuade him to endure Ms grievances with manly forti- 
tude. Stung to the quick by the pubhc rebuke, the 
proud and impatient general speedily resolved on a 
revenge which, if not more justifiable, might have been 
more escusable, had it not been mingled with mer- 
cenary conditions. But, drawn on by his late alliance 
to aspire to a luxurious household with little means of 
support beyond those he derived from the impoverished 
treasury of his country, he now resolved by selling him- 
self to effect the twofold purpose of accomplishing his 
revenge and of procuring the means for a continuance of 
hiB pleasures. 

For this purpose, he first offered himself to the 
French ambassador, who rejected his overtures with 
scorn. Foiled in this quarter, he next opened a nego- 
tiation with Clinton through the medium of Major 
Andr^, who received him with open arms. The better 
to effect his treasonable designs, and to enhance their 
value to the enemies of his country, he sought and 
obtained the command of West Point, at this time the 
key of the American possessions, which he proposed to 
deliver into the hands of Clinton. The price of this 
treachery was fised at ten thousand pounds sterling, 
with the post of brigadier-general in the British army. 

At this tirae, Sir Henry Clinton had his head-quarters 
in the Kennedy House, No. 1 Broadway, now the Wash- 
ington Hotel. Here he laid his plans for the seizure of 
West Point, and intrusted the brave young Andr^ with 
the papers and commission necessary to effect the pur- 
pose, which proved his death-warrant, paving the way 
to an ignominious doom. The sequel has been too 
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often and too graphically described in general historiea 
to require a detailed notice at our hands. The gallant 
young officer was arrested on his return from his 
perilous errand, and, despite the earnest efforts of Clin- 
ton, despite the anguish of Washington himself, con- 
demned to execute a sentence against which his heart 
revoked, was sacrificed to that inexorable military code 
which proscribes an ignoble death on the gallows as the 
inevitable doom of a spy. But far different was his 
death from that of young Hale ; his last moments were 
soothed by every attention that humanity could dictate, 
and, a victim to the stern necessities of war, he met his 
fate amid the tears of his executioners. Arnold, mean- 
while, received the price of blood, and took up his abode 
in New York, branded with the scorn even of those for 
whom he had sacrificed his honor. Here he hved for 
some time in partial concealment, sometimes in the 
Verplanck House in Wall street, and sometimes at No. 9 
Broadway, near the residence of Clinton. The most 
earnest efforts were made by his incensed countrymen to 
effect his capture. The gallant Champe, risking his life 
and reputation, feigned to desert to the British army, 
and, escaping with difficulty the pursuit of his comrades, 
swam the river to New York, where he was warmly 
received by Arnold, his perilous escape insuring full 
faith in the fidelity of his professions. The supposed 
deserter at once gained free access to the house in 
Broadway, and matured his plans for the projected 
capture. An alley adjoined the garden of the house, 
through which the conspirators proposed to pass, and, 
entering the garden by removing some palings, pre- 
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viously loosened by Champe, to proceed to the house 
under the guidance of their comrade, seize their victim, 
gag him, and carry him off by the same route to the 
boat which would await them by the shore. The plan 
was well laid ; a fortuitous circumstance alone prevented 
its execution. On the day preceding the one fixed for 
the capture, Champe was ordered to embark for Chesa- 
peake, while Aruoid removed from his head-quarters to 
another house nearer the place of embarkation. The 
Americans, punctual at the rendezvous, waited in vain 
for several hours on the opposite shore ; then returned 
to the camp, disappointed in one of their dearest 
wishes. Champe seized the earliest opportunity to 
desert from the southern army and return to his 
comrades to clear up the stain that had rested on 
his honor. Arnold remained in the service of the 
British until the close of the war, when he repaired to 
England, where he died in 1801, leaving a name black- 
ened with infamy. 

The winter of 1780-81 differed little from the pro- 
ceding. Disaffection prevailed among the army, whu 
grumbled at their scanty fare and arrears of pay. So 
violent did this feeling become that, on the first ol' 
January, the Pennsylvania troops abandoned the main 
arijiy in a body, and set out for Philadelphia to demand 
of Congress a redress of their grievances. On hearing 
of this. Sir Henry Clinton at once dispatched emissaries 
to induce them to desert to the British service, but the 
indignant patriots seized the agents, bound them, and 
delivered them up to Congress to be treated as spies. 
They were met at Princeton by a deputation from 
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Congress, which promised them relief. Steps were 
immediately taken to secure the needed provisions ; 
taxes and requisitions were levied upon the surrounding 
country, and money, ammunition and clothing were 
furnished in tolerable supplies. Much of this was due 
to the influence of Robert Morris, a wealthy merchant 
of Philadelphia and able financier, at that time superin- 
tendent of the treasury, who exhausted every resource 
that his means and credit could offer, and resorted to 
every expedient that his ingenuity could invent, to fur- 
nish the necessary provisions and prevent the army from 
disbandhig in hopeless despair. 

The southern campaign of this year opened favorably 
for the Americans. General Greene, who had super- 
seded Gates in the command of the southern army, 
harassed the British forces severely, and forced them at 
length to retreat to Charleston, leaving him in possession 
©f the rest of the Carolinas. Meanwhile, Lafayette, in 
Virginia, watched the movements of Cornwallis, and 
thwarted his plans continually. 

In June, the French army under Count Rochambeau 
marched from Newport to rejoin Washington in the 
Highlands, and, at the same time, intelligence was 
received that Count de Grasse was on his way from 
France with a powerful fleet to the American coasts. 
Anticipating that Kew York would be the next point of 
attack, Clinton ordered Cornwallis to abandon the 
interior of Virginia and march to the sea-coast, to be in 
readiness to reinforce the garrison of the city. The 
latter obeyed, and proceeding to Yorktown on the south 
side of York River, intrenched himself there ; Glou- 
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cester's Point, on the opposite side of the river, being 
occupied by Col. Tarleton. 

Toward the last of August, De Grasse appeared oif 
the coast, and, instead of proceeding to New York as 
had been expected, made his way to the Chesapeake, 
where, entering the bay, he engaged the British fleet 
under Graves which arrived a few days after, and covered 
the landing of the French squadron from Newport which 
had been dispatched with stores for the siege of Corn- 
wallis, now blockaded at Yorktown by several frigates 
under the command of Lafayette. Worsted in the 
action, Graves returned to New York to refit, leaving 
De Grasse in possession of the bay. In the meantime, 
Washington and Rochambeau, who had succeeded in 
firmly persuading Clinton of their designs on New York, 
suddenly took up their march for Yorktown, nor was the 
astonished general aware of the feint until they were 
safely encamped before the army of Cornwallis. 

Hoping to divert the attention of Washington, Clinton 
dispatched Arnold on a marauding expedition against 
Connecticut, which resulted in the burning of New Lon- 
don, together with the destruction of Fort Griswold and 
the massacre of its brave commander, Captain Ledyard, 
with the greater part of the garrison. But this brutal out- 
rag^ did not serve to check the advances of the combined 
armies, who had now completely invested Cornwallis. 
On the evening of the 9th of October, a heavy fire was 
opened by the besiegers on the town, which was con- 
tinued at intervals for several days. On the 14th, a 
simultaneous attack was made by a French and Ameri- 
can detachment, the latter under the command of Alex- 
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ander lEamilton, upon two redoubts, in advance and on 
the left of the British hnes, which were successfully 
carried. The works were immediately included within 
the American lines, and a cannonading opened thence 
upon Cornwallis. Seeing himself thus closely besieged, 
his guns dismounted, his men constantly falling around 
him, and all hope of escape definitively cut off, after a 
last attempt at a desperate sally, the general at length 
consented to surrender, and, on the 17th of October, 
capitulated to the patriot forces, and surrendered him- 
self with seven thousand troops as prisoners of war. 
Five days afterwards. Sir Henry Clinton appeared in 
the mouth of the Chesapeake with large reinforcements, 
but on hearing of the surrender, returned with preci- 
pitation to New York. 

This signal victory virtually closed the war. Public 
rejoicings were proclaimed throughout the country, and 
the 13th of December was set apart as a day of general 
thanksgiving. The victorious anny separated ; De Grasse 
set sail for the West Indies, Rocharabeau bivouacked in 
Tirginia for the winter campaign, and Washington 
returned with the main body of the army to his fortified 
post in the Highlands, first sending St. Clair with a strong 
detachment to the southern army to reinforce General 
Greene. 

Upon the reception of the news of this defeat in Eng- 
land, Clinton was superseded in his command by Sir 
Guy Carleton, who arrived at New York soon after, 
and took up his residence in the Kennedy, now the Gov- 
ernment House. But it was evident to aU that the 
appointment was merely nominal, and that the time had 
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come for the cessation of hostilities. The peace party 
in Parliament renewed their efforts to put an end to the 
war, and, strengthened by the manifest public approval, 
their influence grew so formidable that, on the 28th of 
March,l782, Lord Korth resigned his place at the head 
of the Cabinet. His office was immediately filled by 
Lord Rockingham, the leader of the opposition. Under 
his leadership, the future could not be doubtful, and Sir 
Guy Oarleton was charged with instructions to negotiate 
for an early treaty of peace. The summer passed away 
in correspondence and negotiations ; and it was not until 
the 30th of November of the same year that preliminary 
articles of peace were signed at Paris by Mr. Oswald, 
on the part of Great Britain, and John Adams, Benjamin 
Franklin, John Jay, and Henry Laurens in behalf 
of the United States. Thomas Jefferson, who should 
have been among the number, was absent by reason 
of the illness of his wife. Sunilar articles were soon 
after concluded between France and England. For 
some time, the ambassadors attempted through intrigue 
to prevail on the American Commissioners to accept a 
truce for twenty years instead of an open acknowledg- 
ment of independence ; and it is even asserted that 
Franklin himself had nearly assented to this arrangement, 
but, just at this juncture, John Jay arrived from Spain, 
and (latlv refused to accept such acomp-romise. Oswald 
at length reluctantly consented to the proposed conditions, 
and, on the 3d of September, 1783, signed a definitive 
treaty on the part of Great Britain, recognizing the 
independence of the United States, and fixing the great 
lakes on the North and the Mississippi on the "West as 
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(be boundaries of the new nation. The Floridas were 
ceded to Spain, their former owner, and the contested 
point of an unlimited right of fishing on the banks of 
Newfoundland was conceded to the United States by the 
British government. 

A cessation of hostilities had been proclaimed in the 
American camp on the preceding 19th of April, the eighth 
anniversary of the battle of Lexington. On the 3d of 
November, 1783, the Continental army was disbanded by 
order of Congress, and, on the 25th of the same month, 
General ^^''ashington entered the city of New York at 
noon, by the Bower}-, then the only road, while, at the 
same time, the British troops evacuated the city, and, 
entering the ships that lay anchored in the harbor, 
unfurled their sails and slowly sailed down the bay. The 
American militia, under the command of General Knos, 
immediately took command of the fort, the stars and 
stripes for the first time were unfurled from its walls, 
a triumphant salute was fired by the corps of artillery, 
and, after a seven years' foreign occupation, New York 
was again in possession of her citizens. 
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KoT openly and fairly was this evacuation macle ; the 
British, departing by the provisions of an honorable 
treaty, employed the last moments of their presence in 
the city in the commission of a base and unmanly out- 
rage. Unrecving the halliards of the flagstaff at Fort 
George, they knocked off' the cleats and greased the 
pole to prevent the hoisting of the American colors ; 
then evacuated the fort, sure that the stars and stripes 
would not be hoisted until they were far out of sight of 
their folds. 

The discovery of this act excited general indignation, 
yet it did not delay the cei'emony as its perpeti-ators had 
wished. A sailor-boy attempted at once to climb the 
bare pole, but it was too slippery, and he failed in the 
attempt. Upon this, the bystanders ran precipitately 
to Goelet's hardware store in Hanover Square, and, pro- 
curing hammers, nails, and other necessary tools, set to 
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work, some to saw, some to split, and others to bore new 
cleats for the flagstaff. Filling his pockets with these, 
the sailor-boy tied the halliards around his waist, and, 
nailing the cleats above him on the right and left, 
ascended, reeved the halliards, and hoisted the flag to its 
place ; and as the stars and stripes reached the top of 
the mast, a salute of thirteen guns rung its echoes in 
the ears of the discomfited troops, not yet out of hear- 
ing of the souni of triumph. 

Another incident, related by an eye-witness of the scene, 
who is still living, may serve to illustrate the reluctance 
with which the British quitted their hold of the city 
which they had so long claimed as their own. By the 
conditions agreed upon, the city was to be surrendered 
at noon, but an impatient shopkeeper in the neighbor- 
hood of Chambers street anticipated the arrangement, 
and hoisted the American flag durirg the course of the 
morning. Provost-marshal Cunningham hastened to 
the spot and confronted the proprietor. "Pulldown 
" that flag ;" exclaimed he with an oath ; " the city 
" belongs to the British till noon." The man objected, 
hesitated, and was on the point of yielding, when the 
good woman of the house came to the rescue. " The 
"flag shall not come down," said she. Cunningham 
stormed and swore, and finally attempted to tear down 
the colors with his own hands, but the woman assailed 
him so vigorously with her broomstick, striking a cloud 
of powder from his wig at each blow, that he was forced 
at last to abandon the field and leave the stars and 
stripes in quiet possession. 

General Knox was at once installed as commander-in» 
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chief of the military forces in the city. General 
Washington lingered a few days, fixing his head-quarters 
at Fraunces' or Black Sam's Tavern, as it was familiarly 
called in allusion to the swarthy complexion of its pro- 
prietor, on the corner of Pearl, then Queen, and Broad 
streets, where at noon, on the 4th of December, his officers 
assembled to bid him farewell. The scene was an aifect- 
ing one. The dangers and privations of years had knit 
officers and general together as comrades, and now that 
the object of all was attained, in the happiness of peace 
was felt the pang of separation. Washington himself 
could scarce restrain his feelings ; his friends did not 
attempt to do so. Filling a glass for a farewell toast, he 
turned to the company and said : " With a heart full of 
" love and gratitude, I now take leave of you, and most 
" devoutly wish that your latter days may be as pros- 
" perous and happy as your former ones have been 
" glorious and honorable." He raised the glass to his 
lips, then continued : " I cannot come to each of you to 
" take my leave ; but shall be obliged if each one will 
" come and take me by the hand." They obej'ed in 
silence — none could speak ; Knox first, then the others 
embraced him in turn ; then turning silently from the 
weeping group, he passed from the room, and walked 
to Whitehall, followed by his comrades, where a barge 
was in waiting to convey him to Paulus Hook, Having 
entered the boat, he bade them adieu with a silent ges- 
ture, and the procession returned to their place of 
rendezvous, mute and dejected at the loss of their leader. 
Washington proceeded to Annapolis, where Congress 
was then in session, and, resigning his commission as 
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commander-iD -chief, hastened to Mount Vernon to 
resume the duties of a private citizen. 

The city now began to fall back into a state of order, 
and to resume the appearance of tranquillity. It was 
time, indeed ; its commerce was ruined and its growth 
retarded ; it had paid a heavy tribute to the cause of 
liberty. Ko change was made in the character of the 
city government. The Dongan and Montgomcrio charters 
were resumed as authority, the controlling power that 
had formerly been exercised by Great Britain being 
vested in the State. The city was still divided into seven 
wards, an alderman and an assistant from each of which 
were chosen annually by the people, while the appoint- 
ment of the mayor remained with the State government. 
This ofBee was solicited by the mass of the people for 
James Duane, a native-born citizen, who had wrecked his 
fortune in the Revolutionary struggle, and had now 
returned to his farm, near Gramercy Park, to find his 
house burned and his property destroyed. The desired 
appointment was granted by Clinton, and,' on the 5th of 
February, 1784, he was installed as the first mayor of 
the city under the new regime ; an office which be con 
tinned to hold until 1789, when he resigned it for that oi 
District Judge of the District of New York. 

On the 11th of September, General Lafayette passed 
through the city on his return to France, and was 
received with all the enthusiasm which a grateful people 
could offer. Upon his arrival, he was waited upon by 
the corporation, who tendered him a compHmen- 
tary address, with the freedom of the city. He 
remained but a few days. On his departure, he was 
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escorted to the wharf by a large concourse of citizens, 
who -witnessed his departure with sincere regret. The 
same welcome was extended soon after by the city 
authorities to John Jay, on his arrival from his success- 
ful European mission, and also to Baron Steuben, who 
visited the city during the same autumn. On the 2d 
of December, Washington arrived in the city, where he 
was received with a burst of enthusiasm. The corpo- 
ration paid him the highest honors in their power, while 
the citizens vied with each other in proving by their 
thanks that the days of the Revolution were not yet 
forgotten. 

The next few years wore away with little event. 
Commerce, so long depressed, slowly revived, and public 
improvements were again talked of ; but, though much 
was projected, little was done till the beginning of the 
next century. The city was forced, as it were, to begin 
life anew ; her trade was ruined, her treasury empty, 
her people even yet divided among themselves. Feuds 
were existing everywhere, the effect of the recent war. 
The patriots returned from their long expatriation with 
their hearts full of bitterness against those — and they 
were many — who had clung to the royalist side and 
remained in possession of their homes during the days 
of trial ; while the latter indulged in bitter invectives 
against the newly-established government, which, in many 
instances, had confiscated their estates, and branded 
them by its success as traitors to their country. New 
York was suffering from all the evils which a seven 
years' foreign occupation could inflict upon a city. Para- 
lyzed by the long-continued dominion of a foreign army. 
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with a disorganized government, an interrupted com- 
merce, and a scattered population, years were needed to 
recuperate its energies and fully to complete the work of 
its resuscitation. 

The spirit of public improvement soon revived, and 
the city began to grow apace. The population at this 
time numbered about twenty-three thousand inhabitants. 
The first step towards progress was made in the 
improvement of the waste ground about the Collect, 
through which Reade and Duane streets were opened in 
1794. The upper barracks along the line of Chambera 
street, now useless for their original purpose, were 
leased as dwellings for the benefit of the corporation. 

These barracks, which had been built during the old 
French war, were rude log huts, a single story in height, 
extending from Broadway to Chatham street, and 
inclosed by a high wall, with a gate at each end. From 
the eastern, famiharly known as " Tryon's Gate," was 
derived the name of the present Tryon Row. 

The process of filling in and grading the grounds 
about the Collect went on slowly ; ere long, it 
infringed upon the lake itself A survey of the pond 
and the land about it was made in 1790, and, during the 
following year, the corporation purchased the claim 
of the heirs of Anthony Rutgers, for the sum of 
one hundred and fifty pounds sterling. This done, the 
pond was staked off, and the work of fiUing up the 
grounds in its vicinity from the neighboring hills went 
on during several years. In 1796, a canal through Lis- 
penard's Meadows, from the Collect to the North River, 
was proposed and sometime after constructed along the 



dbyGoogle 



CITY OF NEW YORK. 



5J7 




Hosiedb, Google 



dbjGoogle 



CITY OF NEW TOKK. 579 

line of Canal street. This canal was forty feet wide with 
a street on each side of the width of thirtj feet. A 
stone bridge of a single arch, ten feet seven inches above 
the surface of the meadow, crossed it at the junction of 
Broadway and Canal street. 

The pond, meanwhile, remained the same, deep, clear 
and sparkling — a miniature sea in the heart of the city. 
Its waters still furnished food for the angler, and rumors 
were rife of strange sea monsters which had been seen 
therein, one of which had carried off a Hessian trooper 
in the days of the Revolution. It was a man-trap, too, 
for the unwary traveller, and, from time to time, a 
citizen, who had mistaken his way in the darkness or 
had drank too deeply, fell from its banks and was 
drowned where now is sohd ground. The possibility of 
such a transformation had not yet occurred to the busy 
speculators ; but schemes were projected to convert the 
beautiful lake into a means of ornament and profit. 
One company proposed to buy up the lands about it, 
and, preserving the lake in its primitive condition, to lay 
out a portion of the grounds as a public park, and 
realize their expected profit from the enhanced value of 
the remainder. But this project was scouted as vision- 
ary by the cautious capitalists, who could not credit that 
the. city would ever extend so far; the proprietors of the 
land, joining in the belief, were unwilling to risk their 
property in so wild a scheme; and the plan which would 
have preserved an inland sea in the heart of the city — a 
natural feature shared by no other — was finally aban- 
doned by its enterprising projectors. 

Another company proposed to cut a ship canal through 
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the island, connecting the pond with the rivers on either 
side, and thus to convert it into a magnificent inland 
harbor ; but this scheme failed for the same reasons as 
the other — the capitalists lacked faith in such extrava- 
gant hopes of the future city. As the city increased and 
the once-neglected lands grew valuable as gold-mines, 
the Collect was gradually filled in from the surrounding 
hills, till, in process of time, the lake over whose waters 
the Indians had so often guided their canoes, was trans- 
formed into firm earth, the site of the gloomy " Tombs " 
with its neighborhood of crime and misery. 

From the earliest times, the Dutch " Tlackte " or 
Plat — the English Commons — had been recognized as 
the property of the city, to be used for pubHc purposes. 
These purposes had been somewhat various, it is true ; 
a pasture under the peaceful sway of the Dutch burghers, 
it had become, in the stormy times which preceded the 
Revolution, the gathering-place of the patriots — the 
cradle of Liberty. What Faneuil Hall was to Boston, 
was the Commons to New York, There the enthusiastic 
Sons of Liberty, under the chieftainship of Scott, Sears, 
Lamb and McDcugall, assembled to denoimce the 
obnoxious Stamp Act ; there they fought bravely in 
defence of their Liberty-Pole, the exponent of a right 
and a principle ; there they ended the battle of Golden 
Hill — the first battle of the Revolution — a contest under- 
taken, not from the impulse of sudden anger, but in 
defence of the liberties of the people ; there, too, were 
the Bridewell, the Xew Jail and the old Provost, the 
gloomy prisons of the victims of Howe and Clinton. 

At this time, as iieretofore, the Commons lay open, 
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uiiinclosed by any kind of fence or wall. On the north 
side, was the Alma House and House of Correction. 
The Bridewell stood at the west end of the present City 
Hall, and the New Jail, now the Hall of Records, occu- 
pied its present position. Between the Alms House and 
the Bridewell was the public gallows, which, transferred 
in 1756 fi-om its place near the lower end of the Park to 
the foot of Catiemut's Hill, in the vicinity of the Five 
Points, had been removed again to the Commons in 

1784. In 1796, a new Alms House was built on 
Chambers street in the rear of the old one, now so 
dilapidated as to be unfit for further use, into which the 
inmates were removed in the course of tlie following 
year. 

The Bridewell had been erected in 1775 on the site of 
the first Liberty-Pole, and within the bounds of the 
piece of land purchased for the second in 1770. This 
land was still the property of the Sons of Liberty, and in 

1785, Isaac Sears, in whose name it had been purchased, 
claimed it on their behalf, and offered to release all 
right and title to it for eighty pounds sterling, with law- 
ful interest; the amount of the original purchase money. 
The claim was allowed by the corporation, and the sum 
ordered forthwith to be paid ; but the said payment was 
never made, and the grounds to the northwest of the 
City Hall still belong to the heirs of the New Yorl; 
Liberty Boys. 

In 1790, the first sidewalks in the city were laid on 
the west side of Broadway from Vesey to Murray street, 
■ and opposite for the same distance along the Bridewell 
fence. These were narrow pavements of brick and 
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Stone, scarcely wide enough to permit two persons to 
walk abreast. Above Murray street, Broadway was a 
succession of hills, having its highest elevation in the 
vicinity of Anthony street, where the road rose precipi- 
tously over a steep hill, then descended as abruptly on 
the other side to the valley at Canal street. In 1797, 
the grade of Broadway from Duane to Canal streets was 
established by the corporation, though some time 
elapsed before the proposed improvement was reduced 
to fact. The highest point of the projpcted grade was at 
the intersection of Broadway and Leonard street, whence 
it was to descend gradually to the bridge across the 
meadow at Canal street, where the land required to be 
raised about seven inches. But, in return, at Leonard 
street, it was necessary to cut through the hill to the 
depth of fifteen and a half feet, and at Anthony street to 
the depth of twenty-two feet nine inches. At Pearl 
street, the ground was four feet nine inches above the 
propx)sed grade. 

The need of street numbers had been for some time 
rendered apparent by the increasing growth of the city, 
and in 1793, the corporation appointed a committee to 
prepare and report a feasible system. This was done, 
and the proposed method, beginning at the next house 
in every street terminating at either of the rivers, at the 
intersection of the main street next the river, and num- 
bering all houses below these intersecting streets, begin- 
ning with No. 1, looking upward in all the main streets 
and downward in all the slips, and so on to the end of 
the street or slip, was adopted by the corporation. 

From the evacuation of New York by the British 
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troops in 1783 to the organization of the Federal Gov- 
ernment in 1789, the most exciting event tliat happened 
itt the city was probably the riot, known since familiarly 
as the Doctors' Mob. During the winters of 1787 and 
1788, a number of dead bodies had been dug np by 
stealth by medical students and others, not only from 
the Potter's Field and the Negroes' Burial-Ground — 
then reckoned lawful prey — but from the private ceme- 
teries of the city ; and the fact becoming known, excited 
a general ferment among the people, and awakened a 
violent prejudice against the medical profession. As is 
usual in such cases, the facts were greatly exaggerated 
by public rumor, the most absurd reports were circu- 
lated through the city, and the New York Hospital — at 
that time the only one — was regarded by the people with 
superstitious horror. On the 13th of April, while the 
public mind was in this excited state, some students 
thoughtlessly exposed the limb of a body from the win- 
dow of the dissecting-room in sight of a group of boys 
who were at play in the rear of the Hospital. ' The news 
spread like lightning, and was instantly caught up by the 
unemployed crowds who were loitering in the streets to 
enjoy the leisure of the day. An immense multitude 
speedily assembled, and, besieging the Hospital, burst 
open the doors, and destroyed a collection of anatomical 
preparations, the most of which had been imported from 
abroad. Some fresh subjects were discovered, which 
were borne away and interred in triumph. The terrified 
physicians attempted to secrete themselves, but were 
dragged from their hiding-places, and would assuredly 
have been sacrificed to the fury of the crowd, had not 
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the magistrates interfered and lodged them in the jail 
for safety. Satisfied with their work of vengeance, the 
crowd dispersed, and the physicians flattered themselves 
that the affair was over. 

They were mistaken ; it was but the beginning of the 
play. The next morning, the crowd assembled with 
fresh reinforcements, and avowed their purpose of 
searching the houses of the suspected physicians. Clin- 
ton, Hamilton, Jay and others remonstrated, assuring 
them that justice would be rendered them by the law ; 
and, after searching Columbia College and several of the 
suspected houses, they were at length persuaded to 
retire. 

In the afternoon, matters grew more serious. A 
party of the more violent gathered about the jail, and 
demanded possession of the students who were lodged 
there. This demand was of course refused ; to have 
complied would have been to deliver over the victims to 
certain destruction. Alarmed at the hostile attitude of 
the gathering, the mayor promptly called out the militia, 
and, about three o'clock, dispatched a small party to the 
defence of the refugees, which was suffered by the mob 
to pass •without much molestation. A reinforcement of 
twelve men, dispatched to their aid an hour after, were 
arrested and disarmed before they reached the jail. 
Elated with this success, the rioters next attacked the 
building, but were beaten back by the handful of militia 
which had first been sent there, and which maintained 
its ground against desperate odds. 

The city became the scene of intense excitement. The 
mob, unable to force the jail, tore down the fences and 
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broke the ■windows, vowing destruction to every doctor 
in the city. The crowd about the building increased 
every moment, and the position of affairs grew so alarm- 
ing that, about dusk, the mayor marched with a large 
party of armed citizens to the relief of the besieged. 
The friends of law and order hastened to the spot, and 
vainly exerted their eloquence to allay the tempest and 
prevent the shedding of blood. They were assailed in 
reply by a volley of stones and brickbats, one of which 
struck John Jay in the forehead while he was earnestly 
entreating the multitude to disperse, and felled him to 
the earth, wounding him severely. Finding all other 
arguments in vain, the mayor at length determined to 
fire upon the rioters. Baron Steuben interposed and 
implored him to desist, but, before he could finish the 
entreaty, a stone whizzed through the air and laid him 
prostrate. "Fire, mayor, fire!" cried he, before he had 
touched the ground. The mayor hesitated now no lon- 
ger ; the order was given, the militia obeyed, and a 
number of the rioters fell at the first volley, while the 
remainder dispersed without waiting for the second. 
Five persons were killed in the fray, and seven or eight 
severely wounded. 

A ludicrous incident, illustrative of the height of the 
popular fury, occurred during the riot, which was 
nearly attended by disastrous consequences. While the 
excitement was at its height, a party of the rioters 
chanced to pass the house of Sir John Temple, then 
resident British Consul at New York, and mistaking the 
name of "Sir John" for " surgeon," attacked it furiously, 
and were with difficulty restrained from levelling it to 
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the ground. For some days, the militia kept guard 
about the jail, but no other attempt was made at 
violence. The offending students were sent into the 
country for a time, and the public excitement by degrees 
became allayed. But the venerable hospital was hence- 
forth invested by the populace with a sort of horror, 
and became the scene of many a fearful resurrectionist 
legend. 

By the Articles of Confederation, under which the 
States had continued to act since the close of the war, 
each State was constituted an independent sovereignty, 
governed exclusively by its own legislature, and only 
subject as a political body to the general Congress, 
which, even then, had no power to force compliance 
with its dictates, or to prevent one State from making 
war upon another. Without credit, without revenue, 
empowered only to advise, and uninvested with any 
executive authority, this Congi-ess was, indeed, but a 
mere farce, and the Articles " a rope of sand," as they 
were termed at the time. The need of a closer union 
of the States and of an efficient general government, 
soon became apparent. The country was in an impover- 
ished condition ; besides a foreign debt of eight millions, 
a domestic debt of nearly thirty millions had been 
incurred by the war ; yet Congress had no power to 
meet these obligations, but only to urge the States to 
raise money for the purpose. The officers and soldiers 
of the Eevolutionary army, who had received but four 
months' pay, were clamoring for their arrears, but no 
money could be found to discharge the debt. Some of 
the States endeavored to meet these demands by levy- 
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ing hesivy taxes upon the citizens ; but this proceeding 
excited general discontent, and in Massachusetts, an 
insurrection ensued, which was with difficulty suppressed 
by force. The State treasuries were exhausted, com- 
merce was prostrated, the people, impoverished by the 
late war, were unable to support additional burdens, 
and, in the absence of a responsible general government, 
all hope of relief from credit was necessarily futile. In 
this exigency, a convention, growing out of a propo- 
sition of James Madison, of Virginia, was held at Anna- 
polis in September, 1786, for the purpose of amending 
the Articles of Confederation. Their deliberations 
resulted only in paving the way for another convention, 
composed of delegates from all the States, which was 
held at Philadelphia in the following May, with George 
Washington as president. After four months' delibera- 
tions, on the 17th of September, 1787, the present Con- 
stitution of the United States was accepted by the 
Convention, and submitted to the different States for 
approval. 

Notwithstanding the obvious need of a consolidated 
government, the proposed Constitution was opposed by 
a large portion of the inhabitants, who averred that 
it placed too much power in the hands of the Executive ; 
and the States came slowly into the Union. Since the 
restoration of peace, two political parties had sprung 
into existence in New York. One of the primary causes 
of this division was the bill disfranchising all who had 
adhered to the British government during the war, 
which had passed the Assembly of 1784, chiefly through 
the efforts of the Sons of Liberty who composed the 
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New York representation.* This act bore heavily upon 
the loyalists, many of whom were also attainted for 
treason, and their estates confiscated to the government ; 
and urgent efforts were made by them to procure its 
repeal, which were stoutly opposed by the Sons of 
Liberty, but were seconded by Hamilton and Schuyler. 
Through the influence of these powerful friends, the act 
was finally repealed on the 3d of February, 1787, and 
the loyalists reinstated in their privileges of citizenship. 
This act, denounced by the Liberty Boys as emanating 
from British influence, won the loyalists over to the side 
of Hamilton, and secured concurrence in his efforts 
for the adoption of the new Constitution. The 
opposite party, meanwhile, known familiarly as the 
"French party," for their sympathy with the struggle 
for independence now going on in France and their 
hatred of the opposing British influences, denounced the 
new Constitution in no measured terms, and exerted 
themselves to the utmost to prevent its acceptance by 
the people. 

This new issue drew a marked line between the 
parties. The federalists, comprising the refranchised 
royalists, indorsed the new Constitution ; the anti- 
Federalists opposed it with all its adjuncts. The Consti- 
tution bad already been accepted by the nine States 
necessary for its adoption, beginning with Delaware and 
ending with Massachusetts ; yet New York still held 

• John Lamb, Marinus Witlett, Isaac Bears, Henrj Rntgers, William Maloolm, 
Eobert Harpur, John Stagg, Peter P. Tan Zandt and Hugh Hughes, most of whom 
B-ero well known as actire Sons of Liberty, were the New York reprei 
this first Asaembly after the cloae of the war. 



dbjGoogle 



CITY OF NEW rORK. 589 

aloof. On the l7tli of June, 1*788, the Convention of 
the State of New York assembled at Poiighkecpsie to 
deliberate on the matter. Governor Clinton, the presi- 
dent of the Convention, was a stanch anti-federalist ; 
while Alexander Hamilton and John Jay assumed the 
leadership of the federalist party, which was in the 
minority in the Convention. The State, at this time, 
was emphatically anti-federalist ; the city, on the con- 
trary, eminently federalist. In the latter, a society had 
been organized some time before under the name of 
Federal-Rcpublieans, with John Lamb as chairman and 
his son-in-law, Charles Tillinghast, as secretary, to con- 
cert measures to prevent the adoption of the Constitution 
with its opponents throughout the Union, and this party 
through their organ, Greenleaf's Patriotic Register — the 
Holt's Gazette of the Revolution — assailed the actions 
and motives of the federalists, and stimulated the 
opposition of their friends at Poughkeepsie. The fcde- 
raUsts, on their side, spared nothing that might forward 
the success of their design. On the 23d of July, three 
days before the adoption of the Constitution, a thirty- 
two gun frigate, christened "the Federal Ship Hamil- 
ton," and manned by thirty seamen and marines under 
the command of Commodore Nicholson, was drawn by 
ten horses through the streets in procession from the 
Bowling Green to Bayard's Farm, in the vicinity 
of Grand street, where tables were spread in the 
open air, and a plentiful dinner provided for the whole 
company, consisting of four or five thousand persons. 
This demonstration, the first procession of the kind 
ever witnessed in the city, excited the curiosity of the 
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public to the highest degree, and thousands flocked 
to the town from the neighboring country to witness the 
spectacle. The Patriotic Register, however, indulged 
freely in sarcastic remarks on the occasion, and so 
incensed the federalists, that, on the announcement on 
the 26th of the adoption of the Constitution, the spirit 
of mobocracy broke forth with violence, and a crowd 
of rioters, proceeding to the office of the paper in 
Pine street, broke open the door with axes, and 
demolished the press and types. Greenleaf, with an 
apprentice, after vainly endeavoring to defend his 
property, made his escape at the rear of the building 
into Wall street. 

Emboldened by this success, the rioters next made 
their way to the house of John Lamb in Wall street, 
about midway between Pearl and William streets ;* but, 
anticipating the attack, preparations had been made for 
defence. The doors and windows were barred and the 
halls and stairways barricaded, and General Lamb, Col- 
onel Oswald, and Major John Wiley, with two youths and 
a colored servant, were stationed in the second story 
with loaded muskets, while the youngest daughter of 
Gen. Lamb, with Miss Chapman, a visitor from Connec- 
ticut, and a colored servant, who had refused to quit the 
house, were stationed in the attic as a reserve force, with 
an ample supply of Dutch tiles and empty bottles to be 
launched at the heads of the rioters. The mob, now 



• John Lamb was at this time Collector of Customs for tlie port of New York, 
having been appointed to the office in 1784, A part of his residence was used for tiie 
Custom House, the business being not jet large enough to warrant a separate 
eslabtishmcnt. 
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increased to thousands, surrounded the house, yelling, 
shouting and threatening an attack, but to these the 
inmates made no replj ; and at length the rioters, con- 
cluding the house to be either deserted or strongly 
garrisoned, held a council of war, and determined to 
withdraw. The city soon subsided into a state of quiet, 
and the new constitution was gradually acq^uiesced in 
by the opposition. 

On the 13th of September, 1T88, the adoption of the 
Constitution was publicly declared, and the city of New 
York selected as the seat of the general government. 
This involved the need of more extensive accommoda- 
tions. The City Hall in Wall street, in which the Con- 
tinental Congress had been accustomed to meet, was fall- 
ing to decay, and the exhausted city treasury furnished no 
means wherewith to make the necessary repairs. In 
this emergency, a number of wealthy gentlemen 
advanced the requisite sum ; the Hall was remodelled 
under the direction of Major L'Enfant, and placed by 
the corporation at the disposal of the general govern- 
ment. On the 4th of March, 1789, the day appointed 
for the assembling of Congress, bells were rung and 
cannon fired, and the hall was thrown open for the 
expected session ; but only a handful of the members 
made their appearance. Unable to transact business in 
the absence of a quorum, they issued a circular letter to 
their colleagues — and waited. Their patience was put 
somewhat severely to the test. The roads were bad, 
railroads and steamboats unknown, packets and stages 
few, and punctuality, withal, regarded as a thing of 
minor importance ; and it was not until the 6th of April 
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that enough of the straggling members of both liouses 
had come in to constitute a quorum and enable them to 
declare the result of the election. On the day in ques- 
tion, both houses assembled in the Senate Chamber, the 
votes were opened and read, two lists made out, the 
House of Representatives withdrew to its chamber, the 
votes were counted, and G-eorge Washington was declared 
unanimously elected first President of the United States. 
John Adams, having received the next highest number, 
was declared elected Tice-President, and messengers 
were dispatched to the new officials to notify them of 
the result, 

John Adams was the first to arrive. Reaching New 
York on the 21st of April, he was met at the boundary 
hne by Governor Clinton, with a military escort, and 
conducted to Kingsbridge. Here he was received by 
the Senate and House of Representatives, together with 
several companies of militia, and escorted to the City 
Hall, where he delivered his inaugural address. Two 
days afterward, "Washington arrived. His journey from 
Mount Vernon had been a march of triumph. Every- 
where ho was met with rejoicings, nor could he, with his 
utmost endeavors, extricate himself from these public 
expressions of their gratitude. He had wished to travel 
unostentatiously as a private citizen ; but he found this 
impossible without harshly repelling the heartfelt wel- 
come that was everywhere offered to him. At Alexandria 
he was greeted by a public entertainment, which was 
repeated at Georgetown ; on the confines of Pennsylva- 
nia he was met by a large escort, headed by Mifflin, his 
ancient enemy, now governor of the State, who 
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conducted him to Philadelphia, where a splendid ovation 
was prepared for him ; and at Trenton, the bridge over 
which he had once retreated before Cornwallis to fall on 
tlie enemy's forces at Princeton, was strewn with flowers 
by a band of maidens, and be was escorted into the town 
with military honors by an immense concourse of 
citizens. At Elizabethtown Point be was met by a com- 
mittee from both houses of Congress, which, embarking 
with him in a barge which had been splendidly fitted up, 
escorted him to the landing-place at the foot of Wall 
street, where Governor Clinton was in waiting to receive 
him, attended by the State and city officers. Landing 
at the stairs at the foot of Murray's Wharf, which had 
been decorated for the occasion, he was escorted by a 
large procession to No 1 Cherry street, formerly occupied 
by Samuel Osgood, which had been prepared for his 
reception, whence he proceeded to Governor Clinton's 
to dinner. In the evening, the city was splendidly illu- 
minated, and a brilliant display of fireworks closed the 
demonstrations. 

The Federal Hall was not yet finished, and a week 
elapsed before the arrangements for the inauguration could 
be completed. For this, the outer balcony of the Senate 
Chamber, looking down on Broad street, was chosen ; 
CoHgress having prescribed that the ceremony should 
take place in public and in the open air. The 30th of 
April was fixed for the inauguration. At nine in the 
morning, religious services were performed in all the 
churches. A little after noon, a procession was formed 
from the house of the President elect, consisting of the 
city cavalry, with the members of Congress and the 
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heads of departments in carriages, followed by Washing- 
ton alone in a carriage, his aid-de-camp and secretary, 
Colonel Humphreys and Tobias Lear, with the resident 
foreign ministers, also in carriages, bringing up the rear. 
Having reached the Senate Chamber, he was conducted 
by Vice-President Adams to his seat, then informed that 
all was ready for taking the oath of office. Upon this, 
he rose and proceeded to the balcony, followed by the 
Senate and House of Representatives. Adams, Knox, 
Steuben, and Hamilton, his old companions in arms and 
danger, grouped around him. Chancellor Livingston 
administered the oath, and, as he ended with the exclam- 
ation, " Long hve George Washington, first President of 
"the United States!" the multitude rent the air with 
shouts of applause. Returning to the Senate Chamber, 
he delivered his inaugural address, then proceeded on 
foot, with the whole assembly, to St. Paul's church, 
where prayers were read by Bishop Provost, lately 
appointed by the Senate as one of the chaplains of Con- 
gress ; after which, he was escorted back to his residence. 
In the evening, there was a display of fireworks on the 
Battery, and the houses of the French and Spanish 
ministers were brilliantly illuminated. A month later, 
Mrs. Washington arrived, and was received at the 
Battery with the federal salute of thirteen guns, and 
escorted from the landing-place with military honors. 

This ceremonial over, Washington's life in New York 
was simple and unostentatious. The new presidential 
mansion, to make room for which the old fort had been 
levelled in 1787-88, had not yet been completed, nor 
was it until after the removal of Congress, when it 
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became tlie residence of G-overnor Clinton, and was some 
time afterward transformed into the Custom House. 
During the first session of Congress, he continued to 
occupy the house which had been assigned him in Cherry- 
street, the accommodations of which were so limited 
that three of his secretaries— Humphreys, Nelson and 
Lewis—were obliged to content themselves with a single 
room. Tobias Lear, his principal secretary, with his as- 
sistants, Thomas Nelson, and Robert Lewis ; his aids-de- 
camp, Colonel Humphreys and Major Jackson, and Mrs. 
Washington with her two children, constituted bis house- 
hold. His house was handsomely but plainly furnished. 
On Tuesdays, from three to four, ho held a public levee ; 
on Thursdays, he gave congressional dinners ; and on 
Friday evenings, Mrs. Washington held her receptions. 
The whole establishment savored of republican sim- 
plicity, the chief tendency toward luxury being shown 
in the horses, which were remai'kably fine, and were 
groomed with scrupulous care. Washington was simple 
and abstemious in his habits. He rose regularly at four 
o'clock, and went to bed at nine. On Saturdays, he 
sought relaxation from his labors by riding into the 
country, either on horseback, or with his family in the 
coach-and-six. In the evening, he sometimes visited the 
theatre in John street, at that time the only one in the 
city, which had been erected during the occupation of the 
British, and used by the officers for amateur theatricals.* 

" The earliest theatricals in Nefc York were in n store on Crugcr's Wliarf, near Old 
Slip, where a number of yoiingmen used to meet and amiiae tiicinselves with amateur 
performances. The Brat regular theatre was a stone bnilding, ereoled in 1150 in the 
rear of the Dutch Church in Nassau street. Mr. Hallam was tlie manager, with a 
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In this theatre, " which was so small," says Custis in his 
"Recollections and Private Memoirs of the Life and 
" Character of Washington," " that the whole fabric might 
"easily have been placed on the stage of one of our 
" modern theatres ;" the stage boxes were set apart for 
the President and Vice-President and adorned with ap- 
propriate emblems and decorations. The playbills were 
inscribed Vivai Republica. The performances were 
good, and the company included several players of 
merit, among whom was Morris, who had been the asso- 
ciate of Garrick in the beginning of his career. It was 
here that the national air of " Hail Columbia" was first 
played, having been composed by Fyles, a German 
musician, the leader of the orchestra, in compliment to 
the President. On Sunday morning, when the weather 
was fine, AVashington and his family attended St. Paul's 
church, where his pew may yet be seen ; in the evening, 
he read to his wife, receiving no visitors. He laid it 
down as a rule to return no visits, and gave no dinner 
invitations except to officials and foreigners of distinc- 
tion. For some time, the adoption of a title suitable to his 
position was discussed by Congress, but was finally aban- 
doned by common consent, and the simple but dignified 
address of " President of the United States," first con- 
ferred on him by the House of Representatives in reply 



Wilerablr good company; bat, after a time, !ib removed lo Jamaica, and the 
llicatro was, in consequence, pulled down. Tlie second was a wooden bniidin^, 
in Beeliman street, a few doors below Nassau, erected with the permia^ion of 
Ijeutenan^GoFemo^ Golden, by Philip Miller in 1169. Thia was destroyed by the 
Liberty Boys during tlie days of the Stamp Act, In rerenge for aome insulting allorfon 
ID the plflj. The next in order was the thentre in John street, above cited. 
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to his inaugural speech, adhered to then and henceforth 
by the nation. 

During the residence of Washington in Cherry street, 
he was attacked by a dangerous illness, which rendered 
a surgical operation necessary. The elder and younger 
Drs. Bard were his physicians. Washington bore the 
torture with surprising firmness. " Cut away — deeper, 
deeper still ;" exclaimed the father to his son, whom he 
had deputed to perform the operation through distrust of 
his own nerves, " don't be afraid ; you see how well he 
bears it." For a time, he was considered in a critical 
situation, and the greatest anxiety was manifested in the 
city. The pavement in front of his residence was 
strewn with straw, and chains were stretched across the 
neighboring streets ; but the operation proved eminently 
successful, and his speedy recovery removed all cause of 
alarm. Upon his convalescence, he set out upon a tour 
through the New England States, from which he returned 
a short time before the opening of the second session of 
Congress on the 8th of January, 1790. About the same 
time, he removed to the Macomb House, No, 39 Broad- 
way, afterward Bunker's Mansion House, where he con- 
tinued to reside during his stay in New York. 

This stay was not a long one. Since the first adoption 
of-the federal constitution, the country had been in a fer- 
ment in respect to the location of the permanent seat of 
government. The eastern States preferred New York, 
Pennsylvania clamored for its return to Philadelphia or 
the vicinity, the people of New Jersey petitioned for its 
removal to the sb^res of the Delaware, while Maryland 
and Virginia, with the rest of the southern States, urged 
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the banks of the Potomac as the central location. 
During the first session, the banks of the Susquehanna 
bad very nearly been chosen as the site ; and no sooner 
had the second session opened, than the discussion was 
renewed with unabated ardor. Each party persisted in 
urging its claims, and it was only by a somewhat curious 
compromise that an amicable arrangement was finally 
effected, and the District of Columbia selected as the 
capital of the United States. 

Early in the session, Alexander Hamilton, then 
Secretary of the Treasury, threw a new apple of discord 
into the assembly by proposing that, for the mainte- 
nance of the public credit, the general government 
should assume, not only the public foreign and domestic 
debt, amounting to fifty-four millions, but also the debts 
of the States, contracted during the Revolution, and 
estimated at twenty-five millions. The foreign debt was 
assumed without hesitation, as was also the domestic 
debt after considerable opposition, but here the question 
rested, Massachusetts, Connecticut, N'ew York, New 
Jersey, Delaware, South OaroMna and a part of Penn- 
sylvania, joined in favoring the assumption of the debts 
of the States, while Maryland, Virginia, Georgia, New 
Hampshire and the remaining part of the Pennsylvania 
delegation opposed the measure with so much acrimony 
that, at one time, a dissolution of the Union, seemed 
inevitable. The debts of most of the opposing States 
were small ; some objected to thus increasing the power 
of the general government ; others, on the contrary, 
advocated it as a federal measure ; but neither party 
could claim a majority. At this juncture, as a last 
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resort, a compromise was effected through the joint 
agency of Jefferson and Hamilton, and two of the Vir- 
ginian representatives were induced to vote for the 
assumption ; while the Northerners, in return, ceded the 
other point at issue, and fixed the permanent seat of the 
general government on the banks of the Potomac ; 
though, by way of salvo to the feelings of the disap- 
pointed Pennsylvanians, it was agreed that it should first 
remain for ten years at Philadelphia. The precise loca- 
tion was left to the President, who was to appoint com- 
missioners to choose a site within certain limits from the 
lands which had been proffered by Maryland and Vir- 
ginia. These States, as well as Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey, in their eagerness to secure the capital of the 
nation, had not only offered to furnish the necessary 
ground, but also to appropriate money for the erection 
of the public buildings, and, in the impoverished state 
of the country, this saving of expenditure proved a 
strong argument in their favor. Both bills soon after 
passed the Senate, the former with various amendments ; 
the federal government agreed to assume the greater 
portion of the State debts in certain specified propor- 
tions, and the month of December, 1800, was fixed as 
the date of the opening session of Congress at the capital 
city of Washington in the new District of Columbia. 

Since the close of the war, Indian affairs had been in 
an unsettled state along the western and southern fron- 
tiers. Soon after the conclusion of peace with Great 
Britain, treaties had been negotiated with the various 
tribes which had taken part against the United States 
during the war ; but these adjustments had proved 
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unsatisfactory, and the natives complained bitterly of the 
constant encroachments of the whites upon their boun- 
daries. In the Carolinas and Georgia, discontent 
ripened into open war. The Cherokees, who claimed 
the northern part of the States as well as the greater 
portion of the State of Tennessee, were worsted in the 
strife and forced to flee to the Creeks for protection ; the 
latter, who inhabited Alabama and Georgia, strengthened 
by an alliance with the Spaniards in Florida, carried on 
the war with greater success, and, headed by their chief, 
Alexander McGillivray, severely harassed the settle- 
ments of the Georgians. McGillivray was a half-breed, 
the son of a Scotchman, who, educated by his father in 
the best schools of Charleston, had inherited the chief- 
tainship through the line of his mother, according to the 
custom of the nation, and turned his talents and educa- 
tion to good account by devising ways and moans to 
strengthen its power. Bred in a counting-house and. 
familiar with mercantile affairs, he opened a profitable 
trade with the Spaniards, through whom he obtained 
the arms and ammunition necessary for the successful 
continuance of the war. 

Led by an enemy of superior intelligence, this out- 
break occasioned consid-erahle alarm, and, soon after the 
opening of the fiirst session of Congress, General Lincoln, 
Colonel Humphreys and David GrifBn were dispatched 
as commissioners to the scene of contest to adjust the 
boundaries of the disputed territory. This was a tract 
of land, west and south of the Oconee River, which the 
Georgians claimed had been ceded to them by thiee 
successive treaties ; while the Creeks alleged that these 
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treaties had been obtained by force or fraud, and there- 
fore could not be held as binding upon the nation. The 
commissioners were well received by McGillivray and 
his warriors, but, refusing to restore the lands, they 
effected nothing except to obtain a temporary cessation 
of hostilities. 

The next year. Colonel Marinus Willett was dispatched 
by Washington to open a new negotiation. Disguising 
himself as a simple trader, in obedience to his instruc- 
tions, he entered the Indian camp and sounded the dis- 
position of the natives ; then, throwing off the mask, he 
avowed his errand, and invited McG-illivray to go with 
him to Kew York to talk with the Great Father. To 
this proposal, McGillivray consented, and set out in the 
beginning of the summer, accompanied by twenty-eight 
chief and warriors of the nation. Their arrival excited 
considerable interest in the city. On landing, they were 
met by the Tammany Society, arrayed in Indian cos- 
tume, which escorted them to their lodgings on the banks 
of the Nortli River at the tavern known henceforth as 
the Indian Queen. Here they remained for more than 
six weeks, negotiating the terms of a treaty with Gene- 
ral Knox, the commissioner appointed by Washington 
for that purpose, and, the matter being at length satisfac- 
t(Trily arranged, the treaty was ratified, in true Indian 
style in Federal Hall in "Wall street, on the 13th of 
August, the day after the adjournment of the second 
session of Congress, At 12 o'clock, the Creek deputa- 
tion was met by the President and his suite in the Hall 
o^ the House of Representatives, whore the treaty was 
read and interpreted, after which, Washington addressed 
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the warriors in a short but emphatic speech, detailing 
and explaining the justice of its provisions; to each of 
which, as it was interpreted to them, McGillivray and 
his warriors gave the Indian grunt of approval. The 
treaty was then signed by both parties, after which 
Washington presented McGillivray with a string of 
wampum, as a memorial of the peace, with a paper of 
tobacco as a substitute for the ancient calumet, grown 
obsolete and unattainable by the innovations of modem 
times. McGillivray made a brief speech in reply, the 
"shake of peace" was interchanged between Washing- 
ton and each of the chiefs, and the ceremony was con- 
cluded by a song of peace, in which the Creek warriors 
joined with enthusiasm. The warriors, indeed, had good 
reason to be satisfied with this treaty, which ceded to 
them all the disputed territory, and distributed presents 
and money hberally among the nation. Almost imme- 
diately after its ratification, the Creeks returned to their 
homes in the South, leaving their name as a memorial to 
their place of entertainment. 

The visit of the Indians closed the official career of 
New York as the capital city of the nation, but this did 
not retard her prosperity, as at the time was greatly 
feared. Freed from the distractions of political excite- 
ment, the people turned their attention to mercantile 
pursuits, and soon made of their city the commercial 
centre of the western continent. In the autumn of 
1789, James Duane was succeeded in the mayoralty by 
Colonel Richard Varick, who, since the evacuation, had 
been the city recorder. Colonel Yarick was a popular 
lawyer of the city, who had won his military title in the 
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service of Schuyler in the northern army, and, after wit- 
nessing the battles of Stillwater and Saratoga and the 
defeat of Burgoyne, had been aid-de-camp to Arnold till 
the discovery of his treason, after which he had served 
"Washington as secretary until the close of the war. 

In 1793, war broke out between France and England, 
and on the 9tli of April, just five days after the news 
reached New York, Citizen Genet arrived at Charleston 
as the accredited minister to the United States from the 
new French Eepublic. This war placed the nation in 
an embarrassing position. Bound on one hand to 
France by obligations of gratitude as well as by the con- 
ditions of a treaty of alliance, it was pledged on the 
other hand by the federal policy to preserve strict neu- 
trality in European wars. The nation became divided, 
the anti-federalists warmly espoused the cause of the 
French party, while the federalists, with Hamilton at 
their head, insisted that the treaty had been annulled by 
the change in the French government ; or, at all events, 
did not apply in case of an ofi'cnsive war. "Washington 
inclined to the latter opinion, and, while he received 
Genet as the minister of the Republic, proclaimed a strict 
neutrality in respect to warlike operations. This greatly 
displeased Genet, as well as the anti-federalists, who, 
warmly attached to France and detesting England, 
cheered on their late allies in their struggle for liberty, 
and warmly seconded the French minister in fitting out 
privateers from their ports to cruise against nations hos- 
tile to France. The journey of Genet through the States 
was a march of triumph. Everywhere, he was i^ted 
and caressed ; in Philadelphia, he met with an enthusi- 
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astic reception, and in New York, where he arrived on 
the 8th of August, he was welcomed with ringing of 
bells and salutes of cannon in honor of the success of 
republican France. The opposition papers of the day — 
Freneau's Gazette and Bache's General Advertiser at 
Philadelphia, Greenleaf's Patriotic Register at New 
York, the Chronicle at Boston, and all the republican 
press beside, warmly espoused the cause of the minister, 
and commenced a crusade against the course of the gov- 
ernment. Encouraged by these manifestations of popu- 
lar sympathy. Genet fitted out numerous privateers 
from the American ports, manned in many cases by 
American seamen, which, in the course of a few months, 
captured nearly fifty British vessels in direct violation 
of the President's proclamation of neutrality. On the 
12th of June, the Ambuscade, which had brought Genet 
to the United States, arrived at New York, where her 
officers and crew were welcomed with enthusiasm by the 
anti-federalists, now first called democrats in derision, 
by reason of their sympathy with the Jacobins of the 
French Revolution. The Liberty-Cap was hoisted on 
the flagstaff of the Tontine Coffee-House, and all true 
patriots exhorted to protect it ; tri-colored cockades 
were worn, the Marseillaise was chanted, and, for a sea- 
son. New York seemed transformed into a veritable 
French city. On the 22d of June, the Ambuscade sailed 
on a cruise, from which she returned on the 14th of 
July. During her stay in port, an event occurred which 
greatly incensed the friends of Genet, and certainly 
reflected no credit upon British honesty. On the 2l8t, 
a frigate appeared off Sandy Hook, which was reported 
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by a pilot-boat that came in as the Concorde, a consort 
of the Ambuscade, and, too eager to await her arrival, 
the lieutenant with a boat's crew went out to meet her. 
Deceived by the tri-colored flag, which was hoisted on 
their approach, the party mounted the decks, and found 
themselves prisoners of war on board the British frigate 
Boston. This act of treachery was severely and deserv- 
edly denounced by the republicans, who urged Captain 
Bompard of the Ambuscade to accept the challenge sent 
directly after by way of bravado by the British captain 
to meet him at sea, and even entered the lists themselves 
for the coming contest. Escorted by a fleet of pilot- 
boats, filled with spectators, the Ambuscade sailed down 
the bay on the 30th of July, and encountered the Boston 
oflf Sandy Hook. A bloody action ensued, in which Cap- 
tain Courtney of the Boston was killed, and his vessel 
disabled. Finding it impossible to hold out any longer, 
the British frigate at length bore away for Halifax, pur- 
sued for some distance by the triumphant Ambuscade. 

On the od of August, a French fleet of fifteen sail 
arrived at New York, where the officers were warmly 
received by the republicans. On the 7th of the same 
month. Genet arrived at Paulus Hook on his way to the 
Eastern States, and was greeted with extravagant 
demonstrations of welcome. Bells were rung, cannon 
fired, and a great meeting held in the fields, at which 
a committee of forty was appointed to wait upon the 
ambassador and escort him into the city. The federalists, 
on the other hand, backed by the Chamber of Com- 
merce, held counter-meetings, denouncing the conduct 
of the French minister, and warm}y indorsing the 
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proclamation of neutrality. Soon after his arrival, 
Genet strengthened his interests with the republican 
party by espousing the daughter of its leader, Governor 
Clinton ; the marriage ceremony being performed at the 
"Walton House in Pearl street. 

The conduct of the French minister excited the indig- 
nation of the President and Congress, who ordered the 
captured prizes to be restored, and remonstrated with 
Genet against his contempt of their authority. Sus- 
tained by the powerful republican party, the ambassador 
openly justified his conduct; and his correspondence at 
length grew so offensive, that even Jefferson and Ran- 
dolph, who had hitherto defended him, joined with the 
opposite party in demanding his recall. Before the 
letter reached France, a great change had been wrought 
in the affairs of the republic. The Girondins, the 
friends of Genet, had fallen from power, the Reign of 
Terror, under the leadership of Robespierre, had com- 
menced, and the Jacobins, now the dominant party, 
made no difficulty in conceding the President's request. 
Genet was formally recalled from the ministry, and 
Citizen Fauchet appointed in his place, with instructions 
to approve the proclamation of neutrality. Genet 
remained in the United States, and died at an advanced 
age at his residence on Long Island. His sons still con- 
tinue residents of the city. 

The subsequent tragedies of the Reign of Terror 
destroyed much of the popular sympathy with the 
French repubhc. America became the refuge of the 
6migr6s, and this immense influx of foreign immigration 
wrought a visible change in the character of the people. 



dbyGoogle 



CITY OF NEW YORK. bu9 

In New York, where the exiles mostly congregated, was 
this change most of all apparent. French manners, 
French customs, French cookery, French furniture, 
French fashions, and the French language, came sud- 
denly in vogue, and for a season, New York seemed 
transformed into Paris. Another element was added to 
make up the cosmopolitan character of the city. It had 
been essentially Dutch and essentially English ; it now 
became essentially French ; and when the downfall of 
Robespierre recalled the exiles to their homes, and the 
city was vacated as suddenly as it had been filled, it still 
retained the impress of the invasion ; nor has it ever 
been wholly effaced, ag all will acknowledge who have 
observed how much more predominant is the French 
element in this than in the other northern cities. 

In the summer of 1795, John Jay, the newly-elected 
federal governor of New York, arrived from England 
with a new treaty ; rendered necessary by the repeated 
violations of the first, alleged by each nation against the 
other. The provisions of this treaty, which bound the 
United States to a strict neutrality in all wars between 
England and other nations, were denounced by the anti- 
federalist or republican party, as it had now come to 
be called, as a shameful repudiation of the obligations 
due by the country to France, and the most strenuous 
efforts were used to induce the President to refuse its 
ratification. In New York, the federalists were stronger 
in wealth — the republicans, in numbers. In the charter 
elections from 1783 to 1803, the federalists almost uni- 
formly carried sis out of the seven wards of the city ; 
yet a large proportion of the inhabitants were non- 



dbyGoogle 



610 HISTORY OF THE 

voters, deprived of the elective franchise by tlie property 
qualification, and many of these belonged to the repub- 
lican party. This faction had sympathized warmly -with 
Genet in his efforts to provoke a new war with England, 
insisting that the United States stood pledged by honor 
to return the aid extended her in the Revolution, and to 
take up arms in defence of the new republic. 

No sooner had the new treaty become publicly 
known, than a mass meeting of the republicans was 
held in Boston, the treaty denounced as dishonorable 
and disadvantageous, and a committee appointed to 
state objections in an address to the President. A few 
days after, an anonymous handbill appeared in the 
streets of New York, calling on the citizens to meet in 
front of the City Hall on the 18th of July, to join with 
the Bostonians in expressing their opposition to the 
treaty. This was instantly met by a gathering of the 
federalists, who resolved to attend the meeting en masse, 
to present both sides of the question to the people. 

On the day appointed, an immense concourse assem- 
bled in front of the City Hall. Aaron Burr and Brock- 
hoist Livingston, the brother-in-law of Jay, who, with 
Chancellor Livingston and the rest of that influential 
family, had espoused the cause of the Republican party, 
appeared as the leaders of the opposition ; Alexander 
Hamilton and Richard Varick stood for the federahsts 
and the treaty. The latter party at first took the lead, 
and succeeded in electing a chairman from among their 
number ; then proposed at once to adjourn the meeting. 
This proposal, of course, was opposed by the republicans, 
as making of the whole thing a farce, and defeating the 
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purpose of the meeting. A motion was made to leave 
the matter to the decision of the President and Senate, 
and, the question being taken, both sides claimed the 
majority. A scene of violence ensued. Hamilton 
mounted the stoop of an old Dutch house which stood 
on the corner of Wall and Broad streets, with its gable 
end to the street, and attempted to speak in defence of 
the treaty, when he was rudely thrown from his place, 
and dragged through the streets by the excited multitude. 
A motion was made to appoint a committee of fifteen to 
report three days after, and a list of names was read 
and pronounced carried. The tumult soon increased to 
such a degree, that business became out of the question. 
" All you who agree to adjourn to the Bowling Green, 
"and burn the British treaty, will say Aye," shouted 
some one from among the mass. The thunder of the 
"Ayes" shook the watch-house on the south corner of 
Broad and Wall streets to its foundation, and the turbu- 
lent opposition ran, shouting and huzzaing, to the Bowl- 
ing Green, when the treaty was burned to the sound of 
the Carmagnole, beneath the folds of the French and the 
American colors. At the adjourned meeting, which was 
attended chiefly by the republicans, twenty-eight reso- 
lutions, condemnatory of the treaty, were reported by 
the committee, and unanimously accepted. The follow- 
mg day, a series of counter resolutions was adopted by 
the Chamber of Commerce, at this time composed almost 
exclusively of federalists, and on the 14th of August, 
the treaty was finally ratified by the Senate and signed 
by Washington. 

In the autumn of 1791, the yellow fever broke out in 
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the vicinity of Burling Slip. Thougli soon checked in 
its ravages by the approach of frost, it excited a panic 
among the inhabitants, and cut down several well known 
citizens, among others, General Malcolm of the Revo- 
lution. In 1795, it again made its appearance, about the 
first of August, and raged with virulence during the 
remainder of the season, carrying off seven hundred and 
thii-ty-five of the citizens. But these visits were but the 
precursors of the coming pestilence. About the last of 
July, 1798, it again broke out with increased violence, 
heightened perhaps by the general alarm which at once 
diffused itself among the people. The whole community 
was infected with the panic, all who could fled the city, 
the stores were closed, the business streets deserted, and 
for many weeks the hearses that conveyed the victims 
of the pestilence to their last homes were undisputed 
possessors of the streets of the city. Most of the churches 
were closed ; Trinity, Christ's Church in Ann street, and 
the Methodist Chapel in John street alone remaming 
open. The Post-office was removed to the house of 
Dr. James Tillary on the corner of Broadway and Wall 
street, and the citizens came down for their letters from 
their retreats at Greenwich and Bloomingdale between 
the hours of 9 a.m. and sundown, the time at which the 
physicians pronounced it safe to visit the city. The 
greatest suffering prevailed, and contributions of money, 
provisions, and fuel poured in fijom the neighboring 
States for the relief of the poor, thus deprived of em- 
ployment, and hourly threatened with the death from 
which their poverty forbade them to flee. From the 
breaking out of the pestilence to the beginning of Novem- 
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ber, when it ceased, the deaths amounted to 2,086, 
exclusive of those who had fled the city ; and this from 
a population of fifty-five thousand. Strangely enough, 
not a single case occurred on the Long Island or Jersey 
shores. The fever lingered in the city for several years, 
breaking out with violence at intervals, yet at no time 
did its ravages equal those of '98. 

The contests between the federalists and republicans in 
the charter elections increased in violence, and the federal- 
ists began gradually to lose ground. In the election of 
1800, the Sixth and Seventh Wards were carried by the 
republican party, and, elated by their success, the victors 
put forth renewed efforts in the election of the following 
year. To evade the property qualification, requiring 
every voter to be a landholder, an association of thirty- 
three young men purchased a house and lot in the Fifth 
Ward, jointly on the principle of a tontine, and having 
thus rendered themselves eligible according to law, pre- 
sented themselves at the polls as republican voters.* 
The same scheme was adopted in the Fourth Ward by 
a club of seventy-one members. The election returns 
showed four wards for the republicans, and three for the 
federalists ; the Fifth Ward being carried in favor of the 

".The aamea of manj of the memberg of this early Tontiae Association after- 
wards became prominent in tho politicfl of the State. They were as followa: Joshua 
Backer, S. Tiebout, A. Macready. Peter Black, Terius Wortman, Goorgo I. Ea«hor, 
Daniel D. Tompkins, Hicharii Biker, Thomas Hertell, Edmund Ferris, Arthur Smith, 
William Boyd, William A. Datis, William Jones, Edmund Holmes, Will!am P. Van 
Neas, John Sonnelle, Jas. W. Lent, Comeliua C. Van Allen, Jno. W. Woolf, Hobert 
I. Livingston, John Jagger, Jas. Warner, Kobert Swartwout, John L. Broome, 
Dayid Thompson, Joseph Broim, Samuel Lawrence, Gideon Kimberley, Henry Post, 
Gordon a. Mumford, MaJtby Gelston, Johzi Drake. 
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former by a majority of six, and the Fourth Ward by 
thirty-five. This result was at once contested by the fed- 
eralists on the ground of illegal voting by the Tontine 
Association, and, being submitted to the decision of the 
retiring board, the majority of which belonged to that 
party, was pronounced null and void and the balance of 
power restored to the hands of tho federalists. The State 
election having been decided in favor of the republicans 
by the election of ex-Governor George Clinton, Edward 
Livingston, the brother of the well-known chancellor 
of that name, received the appointment of mayor of New 
York. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 



New York in the beginning of tie NineMeiitb Century. 

At this time, the city, though the metropolis of the 
western world, was a mere village in comparison with 
the city of to-day. The city proper was bounded on 
Broadway by Anthony, on the North River by Harrison, 
and on the East River by Rutgers streets ; and even 
within these limits, the houses were scattering, and sur- 
rounded by large gardens and vacant lots. The farm- 
houses on Bowery Lane extended as far as Broome 
street ; the fields and orchards on either side reaching 
from river to river. From the Battery to Cedar street, 
Greenwich street was the outside street on the shore ; 
there, Washington street had been commenced and 
partly built upon one side to Harrison street, where it 
terminated abruptly in the river. 

Above Broadway was a hilly country, sloping on the 
east to the Fresh Water Pond, not yet quite filled in from 
the surrounding hills, and descending on the west to 
the Lispenard Meadows ; dotted with the picturesque 
country seats of wealthy citizens. Of the high hill at 
the junction of Broadway with Anthony street we have 
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already spoken. This descended precipitously to the 
arched bridge at Canal street, thus forming a valley, to 
the north of which rose another high hill, faUing off 
abruptly to a pond in the space between Broome and 
Spring streets, through which Broadway was filled up 
and prolonged. 

At this time, Broadway ended at Astor Place, where 
a pale fence, stretching across the road, formed the 
southern boundary of the Randall Farm, afterward the 
endowment of the Sailor's Snug Harbor. The Old or 
Boston Post Road ran eastward, from Madison Square 
along the Rose Hill Farm,* by turn the property of Watts, 
Cruger, and General Gates, and,wound its way by a cir- 
cuitous route to Harlem ; while the Middle Road, begin- 
ning in the Old Road near the entrance of the farm, 
afforded a direct avenue to the same village. The Kings- 
bridge or Bloomingdale Road, a continuation of the 
Bowery Lane, formed a junction with the Fitzroy and 
the Southampton Roads, and extended by the way of 
McGowan's Pass and Manhattanville to Kingsbridge, 
whence it continued to Albany. From the Bloomingdale 
Road, Love Lane, now Twenty-first street ran westward 
to the North River. 

On the site of Washington Square was the new 
Potter's Field, lately removed from its original locality 
at the junction of the Greenwich and Albany roads, 
where it had been established in 1794, and which was 
deemed too near the public thoroughfares by the city 
authorities, by whom Washington Square was selected on 

• This farm covered some twenty-Sve blocks of ground in the Eighteenth Ward, 
and was the property of John Watts prior to the Revolution. 
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account of its retired location. The property owners in 

the vicinity of the latter protested strongly against the 
change, and even offered to present a piece of ground in 
another part of the city to the corporation, but the 
officials remained firm, and for many years the marsh in , 
question continued to be used as a pauper burial-ground. 
The negro burial ground was at the corner of Broadway 
and Chambers street, on the site now occupied by Stuart's 
marble building. The churches, too, had their respective 
cemeteries, for it was not until 1813 that burials were 
first prohibited in the city below Canal street. 

Public gardens were at this time favorite institutions, 
and were scattered in profusion over the city. On the 
shores of the North River in the village of Greenwich 
were the Indian Queen's and Tyler's, both favorite places 
of resort. On the west side of the Bowery in the vicinity 
of Broome street, was the celebrated VauxhaU Garden — 
not the original Bowling Green Garden, afterwards 
VauxhaU, at the junction of Warren and Greenwich 
streets, the resort of the early Dutch settlers — which had 
been purchased about the middle of the eighteenth cen- 
tury by a Swiss florist named Jacob Sperry, and after- 
wards sold by him to John Jacob Astor, who leased it 
to a Frenchman by the name of Delacroix, the proprietor 
at the time of which we are speaking. Far up on the 
Bloomingdale road was the Strawberry Hill House, after- 
wards christened Woodlawn; and on the eastern side of the 
island was the fertile Kip Farm, which, though not num- 
bered among the places of public resort, was noted for its 
variety of choice fruit and flowers, and waa often visited by 
Washington and his cabinet during his stay in the city. 
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On the hill at the junction of Broadway and Anthony 
streets, was a frame house with a brick front, which re- 
tained its place until a few years since, and is probably 
remembered by many of our readers. On the east of 
this hill was the country seat of Colonel Barclay. 
Above, on the Bowery nearly opposite Bond street, was 
the residence of Andrew Morris, in the vicinity of which, 
on the corner of Third street, stood the Minthorne man- 
sion. To the west, above Bleecker street, were the seat^ 
of John Jacob Astor and William Neilson, and in Laight 
street, just above St. John's Park, was the residence of 
Leonard Lispenard. At the northwest on the corner of 
Tariek and Charlton streets was the celebrated Richmond 
Hill Mansion, built in 1770 by the British paymaster, 
Abraham Mortier, on grounds leased from Trinity Church, 
and occupied by Washington as his head-quarters during 
the Revolution. After the surrender of the city to the 
British, it became the residence of Sir Guy Carloton, after- 
ward Lord Dorchester. It subsequently became the 
property of Aaron Burr, and was his residence at the 
time of his fatal duel with Hamilton, and it was here 
that he was found by Dr. Hosack a few hours after, 
calmly reading the Confessions of Rousseau in his bath, 
as if totally oblivious of the fatal tragedy. From his 
hands, it passed into the possession of John Jacob 
Astor, who converted it into the Richmond Hill theatre. 

On the block bounded by Fourth, Bleecker, Perry and 
Charles streets, was the now venerable Tan Ness 
House, then owned by Abijah Hammond. These 
grounds originally formed a part of the extensive farm 
of Sir Peter Warren, the brother-in-law of James and 
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Oliver lie Lancey, whose son-in-iaw, the Earl of Abing- 
don, disposed of his share, consisting of fifty-five acres, in 
1788 to David H. Mallen for the sum of twenty-two 
hundred dollars. From his hands, it passed into the 
possession of Mr. Hammond, and was soon after dis- 
posed of to Whitehead Fish, who resided on it until his 
death in 1819, when it was purchased by Abraham Tan 
Ness, for fifteen thousand dollars. 

On the block of ground between the Ninth and Tenth 
Avenues, and Twenty-second and Twenty-third streets, 
stood the old Chelsea House, built before the Revolution 
by the widow of Thomas Clarke, one of the veterans of 
the old French war, who had purchased the estate a 
short time before his death, and named it Chelsea as the 
retreat of an old soldier. This subsequently became the 
residence of Bishop Moore of Columbia College, and 
was afterwards donated by him to his son, Clement C. 
Moore, who continued to reside in it until the levelling 
the grounds about it compelled its demolition. 

At lucleuberg, now Murray HiU, lying between the 
Fourth and Sixth Avenues, and Thirty-sixth and For- 
tieth streets, was the residence of Robert Murray, the 
father of the grammarian, notable for having been the 
place where the worthy Quaker matron, by her cordial 
hospitality, detained the British generals long enough on 
the day of the capture of the city to secure to Silliman's 
brigade a safe retreat to Harlem. In the neighbor- 
hood, nearly opposite on the Bloomingdale road, was 
the Varian House, and higher up at Bloomingdale was 
the Apthorpe Mansion, where, as we have already 
narrated, Washington narrowly escaped capture on 
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Hnrray Hill Cottage, 



tlie same eventful day, while anxiously awaiting the 
arrival of his troops from the city ; and also the 
Grange, the residence of Alexander Hamilton. On the 
shores of the East River, near Turtle Bay, stood the 
celebrated Beekman House, built by Dr. James 
Bcckraan in 1764, and occupied in turn by the British 
commanders-in-chief as a country seat during the Revo- 
lution.* Here, the unfortunate Nathan Hale was tried 

* The fine eituation nnd extensive ground of this house made it a, fuvorlte rea- 
denoe of the British officers. During the Revoiution, it was occupied from the 15th 
cf September, 1776, by Geueral Howe, seren and a half months ; from ihe let of 
Kay, 1777, by Commissary Loriiig, one year and five months; from the 20th of 
October, 1778, by General Clinton, three years and six months; from the lat of 
May, 1785, by General Robertson, eleven and a half months ; from the 16th of 
April, 1783, by Mr. Beektimn ; and from the 16th of June, i7es, to the evaeuation 
by General Carleton, five months ; iu the whole, seven years, one and a half monthB. 
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and sentenced to death, and confined in the greenhouse 
of the garden on the night preceding his execution. 
Near this, on the banks of the river, was the ancient 
Cruger Mansion, now tenanted by G-eneral Gates, and 
known as the rendezvous of the leading spirits of the 
day. 

On the shores of the Harlem River, just below the 
High Bridge of the Croton Aqueduct, stood Colonel 
Roger Morris' House, a large, old-fashioned, two story 
building, commanding a fine view of t!ie river from its 
elevated position, which had been the headquarters of 
Washington after his forced evacuation of the city. The 
old house is still standing, now known as the residence 
of Madame Jumel. 

On the block bounded by Montgomery, Clinton, 
Cherry, and Monroe streets was the old Belvidere House, 
built on the banks of the East River in 1792 by thirty- 
two gentlemen, composing the Belvidere Club, and used 
for many years afterward as a place of public resort ; 
and near this, in the vicinity of Cherry street, was the 
residence of Colonel Rutgers, with the cottage of Marinus 
Willett in close proximity.* 

In Pearl, opposite Cedar street, was the residence of 
Gov. George Clinton, the headquarters of Washington 
oil assuming the command of the army at New York. 
Further down on the corner of Pearl and Broad streets, 
was the well-known Fraunces' Tavern, the headquarters 
of Washington after the evacuation of the city by the 
British troops, and the scene of his final parting with his 
officers. This house was built about 1730 by the 
De Lancey family, aivl was sold by Oliver DeJjancey, in 

* Used also for a, lioteL 
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1762, to Samuel Fraunees, who soon after opened it as a 
public tavern. It soon became notable as a Saturday- 
night rendezvous of a gathering of choice spirits calling 
themselves the Social Club, and, though Fraunees was a 
well-kno^wn friend of the Liberty Party, was a favorite 
of both Whigs and Tories, who harmonized in their taste 
for the choice wines of the proprietor. 

At the lower end of Broadway stood the Kennedy 
House, now the Washington Hotel, built in 1760 
by Captain Kennedy, afterward Earl of Cassilis, and 
bequeathed by him to his son Robert, from whom it 
passed into the possession of the late Nathaniel Prime. 
This house was the headquarters of Putnam prior to, and 
of Howe and Clinton during the Revolutionary War, 
and the scene of Andr&'s last interview with the British 
general previous to his departure on the fatal West 
Point mission. Just above this was the King's Arms 
Tavern, a double house, two stories in height, with a 
front of yellow Holland brick, and a steep roof, covered 
with shingles in front and tiles in the rear, the headquar- 
ters of G-eneral Gage during his residence in the city. 
This afterwards became known as Burns' Coffee House, 
the well-known rendezvous of the Sons of Liberty, and the 
place from which emanated many of the patriotic resolves 
of the New York citizens. It was in tliis house that the 
first non-importation agreement of the colonies was signed 
by the merchants of the city of New York on the even- 
ing preceding the execution of the Stamp Act, and the 
first step thus taken toward the rebellion which ripened 
into their future independence. Here Arnold resided 
after the discovery of his treason, and it was from the 
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garden, which extended down to the river, that the chi- 
■valric Champe proposed to abduct the traitor and carry 
him off in triumph to the American Hnes in the Jerseys. 

Above this, on the site of 39 Broadway— the reputed 
site of the first building ever erected on the island — was 
the Bunker Mansion House, the residence of Washing- 
ton during the second session of Congress. 

But a volume would scarce suffice to note all the land- 
marks, rendered interesting by some association of the 
past. 

The penal institutions of the Island were the New Jail,* 
chiefly used for the imprisonment of debtors ; the 
Bridewell, in which vagrants and minor offenders were 
confined, as well as criminals, while awaiting their trial, 
and the State Prison in Greenwich village on the shores 
of the North River, for convicts of a higher grade. The 
latter was a large stone building, surrounded by a high 
wall on which an armed sentry was constantly pacing. 
It was opened for the reception of convicts in August, 
1796, and was the second State Prison in the United 
States. In the course of a few years, the number of 
prisoners in this institution, as well as in the Bridewell, 
became so great that it became necessary to erect 
another building for their reception, and a Penitentiary 
fca- the imprisonment of minor offenders was accordingly 
built on the shores of the East River at Bellevue. This 



* The first building used for a jail wag on the corner of Dock strec 
tica Slip. After the erection of tlie Cily Hall in Wall ftreet, the cr 
confined in dungeons in the cellar, while the debtors were imprisoned 
apartments, from the dormer-wlntlonB of which tliej used to hung out ( 
baga to ?olioit alms of the pflsaers bj. 
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institution, which was opened on the 16th of May, 1816, 
was a stone building, one hundred and fifty feet in length 
by fifty in breadth, and three stories high. In close 
proximity to it stood the New Alms House, opened in 
the spring of the same year ; a blue stone building, 
three hundred and twenty-live feet in front, with two wings 
of a hundred and fifty feet in depth each. In 182G, the 
Bellevue Hospital was built near by, and the three build- 
ings, inclosed by a stone wall, including twenty-six 
acres, were known henceforth as the Bellevue Establish- 
ment. The criminals in these institutions were set to 
work for the benefit of the State at breaking stone, 
picking oakum, etc. Through the efforts of Stephen 
Allen, then mayor of the city, and others, the tread-mill 
system was introduced into the Penitentiary in. 1822, 
but after a few years' trial, was found inexpedient and 
abandoned. Upon the opening of the new State Prison 
at Sing Sing in 1828, the convicts were removed to it 
from the prison at Greenwich, and their places supplied 
by the prisoners from the Bridewell and the N'ew Jail. 
In 1838, the Bridewell was demolished, and the stone of 
which it was composed was worked up into the Tombs, 
then in process of erection. The New Jail had some 
time previously been transformed into the modern Hall 
of Records. When this change was made, the fire alarm 
beil, which had hung in the belfry during the Revolution, 
was taken down and placed upon the Bridewell, where 
it remained until the demolition of the latter. A cher- 
ished relic of the firemen, it was then transferred to the 
engine house of the Naiad Hose Co., in Beaver street, 
where it remained until it rung out its own funeral knell 



dbyGoogle 



CITY OF NEW YOEK. 625 

for the great fire of 1835, which swept it to the ground 
and destroyed it forever. 

In 1825, the penal institutions of the city were 
increased by the establishment of a House of Refuge 
for juvenile offenders, which was founded under the 
auspices of the Society for the Reformation of Juvenile 
Delinquents, an outgrowth from the Society for the Pre- 
vention of Pauperism, organized in 1818 by a number 
of the prominent philanthropists of the city. The House 
of Refuge was incorporated in 1824, and opened on the 
1st of January, 1825, in the United States Arsenal in 
Madison Square, with nine inmates — six boys and three 
girls. On the destruction of the building by fire in 1839, 
the institution, now grown into considerable impor- 
tance, was transferred to the fever hospital at the foot of 
Twenty-third street on the East River, where it remained 
for fifteen years, when, its increasing wants demanding 
enlarged accommodations, the present institution was 
erected on Randall's Island, and the inmates removed to 
it in 1854.* 

In 1801, the New York Hospital, the charter of which 
had been granted by Lord Dunmore, in 1771, to Peter 
Middleton, John Jones, and Samuel Bard, the three most 
eminent physicians of the day, and the corner stone of 
which had been laid in 1773, by Governor Tryon, was 
the only institution of the kind in the city. This build- 
ing, which had been almost consumed by fire before its 
completion, then transformed into barracks for the 
British troops during the Revolutionary War, was 

■ For many of tbe.sc details wc are indebted to larae! Russell, Esq. 
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enlarged and repaired after the restoration of peace, 
and opened for the reception of patients in 1791. In 




1807, a Lunatic Asylum was erected o]i the southerly 
side of the Hospital grounds, near the main edifice, and 
corresponding with it in the style of architecture, which 
was opened in the following year. This was used for its 
original purpose during fourteen years, when an asylum 
was huilt at Bloomingdale, overlooking the North River, 
on the west side of Tenth Avenue, near Oiio Hundred 
and Seventeenth street, to which, in 1821, the patients 
were removed. The single dispensary for the aid 
of the out-door sick was the City Dispensary, located in 
a small building in the rear of tlie City Hall, fronting on 
Tryon Row, which had formerly been occupied by the 
Health office. This was instituted in 1790, and incorpo- 
rated on the 8th of April, 1795, under tlie name of the 
New York Dispensary. 
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The only medical school in the city in the heginning 
of the nineteenth century was the Medical Faculty of 
Columbia College, organized in 1768 through the efforts 
of Drs. Bard, Middleton and others. In the Revolution, 
which followed soon after, the association was scattered 
and the college converted into a military hospital. In 
1792, it was again revived, with Dr. Samuel Bard as 
dean of the faculty, and remained the only school of the 
kind in the city until the institution of the College of 
Physicians and Surgeons, with Dr. Romayne at the head, 
in 1807, under the patronage of the Regents of the Uni- 
versity. In 1813, a fusion was effected between the two 
rival schools, who continued to work together until 1826, 
when differences arose, which finally resulted in a sepa- 
ration of the college, and the foundation of the Rutgers 
Medical College, located in Duane street near Broad- 
way, with Drs. Hosack, MaeNeven, Mott, Francis, 
Grodman and Griscom as its first professors. Drs. John 
Augustine and Joseph M. Smith, Dana, Beck, Stevens, 
and Delafield formed the professorial staff of the rival 
college. 

At the foot of Park Place, was the venerable Colum- 
bia College, opened in 1755 under the presidency of 
the Rev. Samuel Johnson ; then abandoned by its presi- 
dent, Myles Cooper, in the Revolution, and converted 
first into barracks and afterward into a military hos- 
pital. Upon the restoration of peace, a number of 
gentlemen were appointed by the Legislature, under the 
title of Regents of the University, to superintend the 
literary institutions of the State, and empowered to 
act as Trustees of the College. In 1787, the institu- 
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tion was reorganized, the royal charter confirmed by 
the legislature, and WilUam Samuel Johnson, LL.D., 
appointed first president under the new regime. In 
1801, he was succeeded by the Rev. Charles "Wharton, 
who resigned the office a few months after, when it was 
bestowed upon Bishop Moore, who had acted as presi- 
dent ^ro tern, in 1775, during tho absence of Cooper. 




a College- at Ihe foot of Park Place, 



The benevolent institutions were the Marhie Society, 
incorporated in 1770, lor the improvement of maritime 
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knowledge, and the relief of indigent sea-captains, their 
widows and orphans ; the Chamber of Commerce, formed 
in 1768 and incorporated in 1770, "for the purpose of 
" promoting and extending all just and lawful commerce 
" and for affording relief to decayed members, their 
" widows and children ;" the Humane Society, estab- 
lished in 1787, for the purpose of affording relief to dis- 
tressed debtors, and afterward extended so as to include 
the resuscitation of persons apparently drowned, as well 
as the relief of the poor in general, and incorporated in 
1814 ; the Manumission Society, established chiefly by 
Friends in 1785 for the purpose of ameliorating the con- 
dition of negro slaves throughout the State and bestow- 
ing upon them an education, and incorporated in 1808 ; 
the Sailor's Snug-Harbor, founded by Captain Randall 
in 1801 for the benefit of worn out and decrepit seamen, 
and the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen, 
formed in 1784, and incorporated in 1792, for the relief 
of the necessitous among their number, and for the sup- 
port of the widows and children of those who might die 
in indigent circumstances. In 1821, the Mechanics' 
Institute in Chambers street between Chatham street and 
City Hall Place was built by the Society, and a school 
and library established for the education of its prot^g6s. 
Besides the societies which we have mentioned, were the 
Society of the Cincinnati, founded at the close of the war 
by the patriots who, like their Roman namesake, had 
relinquished the sword for the plough, for purposes of 
general benevolence, and into which none but Revolu- 
tionary soldiers and their descendants were admitted ; 
the Tammany Society or Columbian Order, founded 



dbyGoogle 



odO HISTORY OF THE 

nearly at the same time, into which, in opposition to the 
exclusiveness of the former, all were admitted, without 
regard to ancestry ; the St. A ndrew's Society, founded 
in 1756, and several masonic and other societies. 
Among the most remarkable of these was the Tontine 
Association,* founded in 1790 and incorporated in 1794 
by a company of merchants for the purpose of providing 
a centre for the mercantile community. By the plan of 
this association, each shareholder selected a nominee, 
during whose life he was to receive his equal proportion 
of the net proceeds of the establishment ; but upon 
whose death his interest reverted to the owners of the 
surviving nominees. The original shares were assign- 
able and held as personal estate, and the whole property 
was vested in five trustees, who were to hold the pro- 
perty until the number of the surviving nominees was 
reduced to seven, when the whole was to be divided 
among the fortunate seven shareholders depending upon ■ 
them. Under these regulations, two hundred and three 
shaves were subscribed for at two hundred dollars each, 
and with this sum the Association purchased a lot of 
ground a hundred feet square on the corner of Wall and 
Water streets, and in 1792 commenced the erection of 
the Tontine Ooffee-House, to which, upon its completion 
in 1794, the Merchant's Exchange was removed from 
the dilapidated old building in the centre of Broad below 



■ The plan of this Assotiation orE^nated from the scheme of Lorenzo Tonti, a 
Neapolitan, who introduced a similar scheme into Fmnoe in 1653, during the reign 
nf Louis XIV. ; whence the word Tvnline came to designate a loan advanced by a 
number of associated capitalists for life annuities with the benefit of surviTorship. — 
See Valentine's Manual for 1S52. 
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Street, between Third and Poortli Avenne 



Pearl street where it had been located since the Revolu- 
tion, After the erection of the new Exchange in Wall 
street, in 1825, the building was let for various pur- 
poses ; then, in May, 1855, was demolished to make 
room for the subsequent Tontine Building, 
- Many other societies sprang into bemg in tJie course 
of the nest half century — the Bible and Common Prayer 
Book Society, instituted in 1809 ; the Protestant Epis- 
copal Tract Society, founded in 1810, and the American 
Bible Society, established in 1816, Next came the 
various Missionary Societies — the New York Sunday 
School Society, established in 1816 — the outgrowth of a 
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little Sunday School opened in 1811 by a few young 
women of the Society of Friends for the purpose of 
teaching adult colored women ; the American Tract 
Society, instituted in 1825, the City Tract Society, 
founded during the ensuing year, and many more beside. 
The Reformed Dutch Church still continued predomi- 
nant in the city which had been founded by its members. 
This was, indeed, the oldest denomination in America, 
having been organized in New Amsterdam with a hand- 
ful of members as early as 1620. For a long time, the 
church continued to retain its distinctive customs and 
even language ; the first English sermon ever listened to 
by the denomination having been delivered as lately as 
1764 by Dr. Laidlie in the Middle Dutch Church in Nas- 
sau street. Even at this late date, the innovation of a 
foreign tongue was stoutly opposed by the ancient 
Knickerbockers, but was sanctioned by the Consistory 
as a matter of policy — the only means whereby they 
could restrain the younger members of their congrega- 
tions, who had well-nigh forgotten the language of their 
sires, from straying off to listen to the more familiar 
English tongue as preached in the churches of other 
denominations. Laidlie, invited to become the English 
colleague of Domines Ritzma and De Ronde, at that time 
the officiating ministers of the South and Middle Dutch 
Churches, at once opened a crusade against the dances 
and merry holiday amusements which had come down 
from the genial times of the early settlers, and did much 
toward infusing the spirit of English asceticism among 
the descendants of the jovial sires of New Amsterdam. 
All the ministers who succeeded him preached in English 
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only, with the exception of Dr. Livingston and Dr. Kuy- 
pers, the latter of whom preached for many years in 
both languages. The last sermon in the Dutch lan- 
guage was preached in 1803. 

The customs that prevailed in the Reformed Dutch 
churches were, indeed, peculiar ; many of them still 
exist among the denomination, nor are the traditions of 
any wholly lost. Unlike the plainly attired Puritan 
preachers, the domines invariably appeared in the high, 
circular pulpit, clad in a gown of black silk, with large, 
flowing sleeves ; and so indispensable was this livery 
deemed, that, at the installation of a domine in the 
beginning of the nineteenth century, who came unpre- 
pared with a gown for the occasion, the senior clergy- 
man peremptorily refused to officiate, and the ceremony 
would have been postponed for a week, had not a roho 
been opportunely furnished by a friendly minister. 

The tall pulpit was canopied by a ponderous sound- 
ing-board. The first psalm was set with movable 
figures, suspended on three sides of the pulpit, so that 
every one on entering might prepare for the opening 
chorus. Pews were set aside for the governor, mayor, 
city officers, and deacons, and the remaining seats were 
held singly by the members for their life, then booked, 
at. their death, to the first applicant. The clerk occupied 
a place in the deacon's pew, and prefaced the exercises in 
the morning by reading a chapter from the Bible, and, 
in the afternoon, by chanting the Apostolic Creed, to 
divert the thoughts of the people from worldly affairs. 
All notices designed to be publicly read were received 
by him from the sexton, then inserted into the end of a 
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long pole, and thus passed up to the cage-like pulpit, 
where the minister was perched far above the heads of 
the congregation. It was his business, too, when the 
last grains of sand had fallen from the hour-glass which 
was placed invariably at the right hand of the domine, to 
remind him by three raps with his cane that the time 
had come for the end of the sermon, A story is told of 
a domine who, one hot summer's day, seeing the clerk 
asleep and the people drowsy, quietly turned the 
glass himself, and, after seeing the sands run out for the 
second time, remarked to the congregation that, since 
they had been patient in sitting through two glasses, he 
would now proceed with the third. 

Before entering the pulpit, the domine raised his hat 
before his face, and silently offered a short prayer for a 
blessing on his labors. After uttering the concluding 
word of his test, he exclaimed. Thus far ! before pro- 
ceeding with his sermon. This custom is preserved to 
this day in some of the country churches. 

When the sermon was over, the deacons rose in their 
places, and, after listening to a short address from the 
domine, took each a long pole with a black velvet bag 
attached to the end, from which a small alarm-bell was 
suspended, and passed about the church to collect alms 
for the poor. One of the bells used in the old Dutch 
church in Garden street, is still preserved in the office 
of the Christian Intelligencer, the present organ of the 
denomination in the city. In the earlier times, boxes 
strongly bound with iron, with a hole in the lid, which 
was fastened by a padlock, were placed at the door to 
i-eeeive the alms of the congregation on their exit. 
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Reformed Dutch Ohnreli, Comer of PiHb Avenue and Twenty-first Street. 
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At the Lord's supper, the communicants, invariably 
dressed in black, stood round the communion-table at 
the foot of the pulpit, and received the emblems from 
the minister's own hands, while the clerk read a suitable 
selection from the Scriptures. The stone church built 
by William Kieft in 1642 having been destroyed by fire 
in the days of the negro plot, the oldest church edifice 
of this denomination at the beginning of the nineteenth 
century, was the Soutli Dutch Church in Garden street. 
This was of an octagonal form, witli a brick steeple large 
enough to afford space for a consistory room. The 
windows were large, with very small window-panes set 
in lead, and curiously emblazoned with the coats of arms 
of the church dignitaries ; several escutcheons also hung 
against the wall. In 1776, it was enlarged and repaired, 
but at the time of which we speak, it was not open for 
service. In 1807, it was rebuilt and repaired ; then 
destroyed in the conflagration of 1835 ; when two con- 
gregations arose from its ashes, the Dutch church on 
Washington Square, and the South Reformed Dutch 
Church on the corner of Fifth Avenue and Twenty-first 
street. 

In Nassau street was the Middle Dutch Church, now 
known as the Post-office. This was at first built with- 
out pillars or gallery ; the ceiling forming an entire arch 
without support. On the introduction of the English 
service in 1764, the pulpit was removed from its original 
place on the east side to the north end of the church, 
;tnd galleries were built on the east, west and south 
sides. Of its use while the city was in the hands of the 
British, we have already spoken ; in 1789-90, it was 
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restored to its primitive state, and continued unaltered 
until 1844, when it was purchased by the United States. 
On the Sunday evening before its final surrender by the 
congregation, the old building was thronged to its 
utmost capacity by those anxious to take a last leave of 
this relic of the olden times. The farewell exercises 
were conducted in Dutch and English by Drs. Knox and 
De Witt, a sermon was preached, a historical sketch of 
the structure given, a psalm sung, and the benediction 
pronounced— the last words of prayer that were uttered 
in the old building, being spoken in the language of the 
ancient Knickerbockers.* 

In William street was the North Dutch Church, a sub- 
stantial building of brown stone, one hundred feet long by 
twenty wide, built originally with a tiled roof, for which 



• The boll of this church still summong the congregation of the Kefonned Dutch 
Church in Lafiijctte Place, and has a curious history. It, was presenled to the 
church bj Ooi. Abraham De Peyster, who died in 1738, while the ediSoe was in 
the process of erection, and directed in his will that the bell should be procured 
from Hollund at his expense. It was made at Amslerdam in 17ai, and it is said 
that 1 number of o t 7en= east in quanlides of ail^er com it the fueling of the metal 
V hen m 1776 the churoli was convtrtel into a riding school for the British dra 
goons the tell una taktn down bv one of the Dc PeyslerfaiQilv and setreted unt 1 
some yeira after the eva uat on of the city when the ohm'ch wis repaired and 
opened again for semee and the be!l restored to its rightful position Upon the 
transfer nation of the church mto the Po t-office in 1S44 it was removed lo the 
church in ^lnth street near Broadway where it remained until IR'5 nhen the 
building changed haiid=! ind the bell wis removed to the U urch m Lifayette 
Phce The bell is fancifully gilt and bears the mscnplion Me fecernnt 

De Gravie et N Muller Amsterdam Anno 1731 
Abraham De Feyter getoren den 8 JUy lo57 gestorrun den 8 Aug istna 

1 'S Eenlegat ■\nndcNederdujlscheEerke hewlork I V legicj to the Lon 
" Dutch Church at New York)," The silver baptiaraai basin procured for the Garden 
£tr<^ct church in 1793, is still used in the South Reformed Dutch Church in Fifth 
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shingles wero afterwards substituted. This still con- 
tinues as one of the landmarks of the city. At Harlem 
was a small wooden church of great antiquity, and at 
Grreenwich village was another, built also of wood in 
1782, and afterward enlarged. Drs, Livingston, Kuypi;rs 
and Abeel were at this time the pastors of the Reformed 
Dutch churches of the city, consolidated under the title 
of the Collegiate Church of New York.* 

The EpiscopaUan, the next oldest religious denomina- 
tion, introduced soon after the cession of the city to the 
English, had at this time seven churches. Of these, the 
ancient Trinity, built in 1696, enlarged in 1737, burnt 
down in 1776, and rebuilt in 1788, was a Gothic edifice 
of considerable pretensions, surmounted by a tall spire, 
and furnished with a fine chime of bells, some of which 
still sound in the ears of our citizens. To this church 
two chapels were attached — a third was afterward added 
by the erection of St. John's in 1807 — St. Paul's in 
Broadway, a substantial stone edifice, built in 1766; 
and St. George's in Beekman street, built in 1752 ; of 
these the Right Rev. Benjamin Moore was rector, with 
the Rev, Drs. Hobart and Beach as assistant ministers. 
In Ann street was Christ Ciiurch, a stone edifice, built 
in 1794, now under the care of the Rev. Dr, Lyell ; 



• AUhough m.iuy in Jcpondoat coiigregitiona of the Reformed Dutch Church have 
Biniie l>ean fornieiJ, the Collegiate Churcjh still exists— tho mother chareh of the 
denomination in Sow York and the oldest ecolesiastijal organijation in the eouctry. 
Though still eonsidered as a single church, and governed by one Consistory, it has 
at present four places of worship — the Korth Dutch Church in Tuiton street, the 
Sinth street church, the church on the corner of Fifth Avenue and Twenty-ninth 
Htreet, and the church in Lafayette Place, under the care of the Kev. Drs. Brownleo, 
Ue Witt, Vcrniilyo and Chumbers. 
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St. Mark's in Stuyvesant street, built in 1795, with 
the Rev. Dr. Harris as minister ; Zion Churcli on the 
corner of Mott and Cross streets, built in 1801, and under 
the pastoral care of the Rev. Dr. Pilmore ; and the 
EgHse du Saint Esprit, the church of the early Huguenots 
in Pine street, which, stripped of pulpit and pews during 
the Revolution, had been repaired in 1794, but was not 
opened for service until some time after. Grace Church, 
the ancestor of the present splendid structure at the 
apparent head of Broadway, was built soon after on the 
site of the old Lutheran Church at the corner of Broad- 
way and Rector streets. 

Next in order came the Lutherans ; but their ancient 
church in Broadway had been swept away by the fire of 
1776; and the only one that now remained to them was 
Christ Church, a stone building on the comer of Wil- 
liam and Frankfort streets, under the care of the Rev. Dr. 
Kunze, soon afterward succeeded by the well-known 
Rev. P. W. Geissenhainer, In Nassau, near John street, 
was the German Reformed Church, erected in 1765, 
and differing sHghtly in tenets from the latter. 

Next came the Presbyterian denomination ; the first 
church of which was a stone building, erected in Wall 
street in 1719, and enlarged in 1748. In 1810, it was 
rebuilt in handsome style, only to fall a victim to the 
conflagration of 1834. It was rebuilt soon after, and 
occupied for eight or ten years, when, tempted by the 
increasing value of the ground, the congregation dis- 
posed of it for secular purposes, and removed to their 
new edifice in Fifth Avenue, between Eleventh and 
Twelfth streets. The old church was taken down, stone 
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by stone and put up again in Jersey city, where it still 
remains one of the most conspicuous objects of the 
town. 




First Pruibjtcrian CluircL, Fifth Avenue. 

In Beekman street was the Brick Church, afterwards 
known as Dr. Spring's, built in 1767, on the angular lot 
traditionally known as " the Vineyard," which had been 
granted by the corporation at a rent of forty pounds per 
annum, to John Rogers and Joseph Treat, ministers, 
and John Morin Scott, Peter R. Livingston, and others, 
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trustees, for an indefinite period. More fortunate than 
its neighbor, the Brick Church escaped the great confla- 
gration, and remained a landmark of olden times until 
the widening of Beekman street demanded its demolition, 
when the congregation commenced the erection of a new 
edifice on the corner of Fifth Avenue and Thirty-sev- 
enth sti'eet. The iron railing which had surrounded the 
church for so many years was taken down and removed 
to South Brooklyn, where it was set up about the resi- 
dence of the Hon. J. T. Stranahan. These were 
Associated churches, and were under the care of the Rev. 
Drs. Rogers, McKnight, and Miller. The Rutgers street 
church, built in 1797, was a large frame building with a 
cupola and a public clock, and was under the charge of 
the Rev. Dr. MilledoUar. In Cedar street was the Scotch 
Presbyterian Church, built in 1758, for and at this time 
under the charge of Dr. Mason ; and in Chambers street 
was the Reformed Scotch Presbyterian Church, a frame 
building, erected in 1797, for the Rev. Dr. Alexander 
McLeod. In 1807, a second Presbyterian Church was 
built in Cedar street for Dr. Romeyn, which became the 
ancestor of the Presbyterian Church in University Place, 
and that on tlie corner of Nineteenth street and Fifth 
Avenue. 

The first Baptist church in the city was an edifice of 
blue stone, erected in Gold street, near Fulton, in 1790, 
of which the Rev. Mr. Parkinson was pastor. This 
church was taken down in 1840, and the stone of whicli 
it was composed worked up into the First Baptist Church 
on the corner of Broome and-Ellzabetli streets, to which 
Oie congregation soon after removed. In Oliver street 
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Old Baptist Church, 



was another stone church of the samo denomination, 
built in 1795, and rebuilt and enlarged in 1819 : and in 
Rose street was another, built in 1799. 

The Methodist Church had its foundation in a small 
rigging loft in Horse and Cart Lane, now "William street, 
where William Embury, a local preacher from Ireland, 
aided by Captain Wobh, of the British army, formed a 
nucleus of the disciples of Wesley in 1766. Soon out- 
growing this humble tenement, the society purchased a 
lot of gromid in John street, and, in 1768, erected a 
stone edifice which they christened Wesley Oiiapel. This 
was removed in 1817 to Harlem, and in 1840 the present 
chapel erected on its site. A second was built in Forsyth 
street in 1790, and a third in Duane street in 1795. 
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Among the oldest of the religious societies was that of 
the Friends, whose tirst place of worship was erected in 
Green near Liberty street about 1706. This was rebuilt 
and enlarged in Liberty street in 1802, and afterward 
transformed into the seed store of the well-knowTi Grant 
Thorbum. The second meeting-house of the denomi- 
nation, erected in Pearl street, in 1775, was taken down 
in 1824, to make room for other buildings. 

The Jews had a synagogue in Mill street — the street 
is now blotted out of existence — a neat stone edifice 
erected in 1730, nearly on tlie site of the small frame 
building which they occupied at first as a place of wor- 
ship. The Moravians had a church in Partition, now 
Fulton, near William street, erected in 1751, of which 
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the Rev. Benjamin Mortimer was pastor. The only 
Catholic church in the city was St. Peter's in Barclay 
street; a brick building erected in 1786. The next in order 
was St. Patrick's Cathedral, on the comer of Mott and 
Prince street, which was opened for service in 1815. 
This was burned in 1866. 

The only Hbrary in the city was the Society Library, 
incorporated in 1772, a sketch of which we have already 
given. This was located in the library building in Nas- 
sau street opposite the Middle Dutch Church, then con- 
sidered an architectural ornament to the city. 

The Custom House was in the Government House, 
erected on the site of the old fort, in the place of the 
present Bowling Green Row. The Post-office was kept 
in the house of the postmaster, General Theodorus 
Bailey, on the corner of William and Garden streets,* in 
a room from twenty-five to thirty-five feet deep, with 
two windows fronting on Garden street, and a little ves- 
tibule on William street containing about a hundred 
boxes. An extension was afterwards added in Garden 
street, but it remained in the same spot until 1827, 
when it was removed to the basement of the new 
Exchange in Wall street. In 1844, it was transferred to 
the Middle Dutch Church in Nassau street, where it still 
remains. 

Three banks were at this time in operation ; the Bank 
of New York, chartered in 1791, with a capital of 
1950,000, with Matthew Clarkson as president ; the 

• This house was also the residence of Sebaatiaii Bauman, the first' postmaster of 
the city subsequently to the KevolutioQ, appointed to the office by General Wtteh 
Ington. 
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United States Bank, incorporated in the same year, with 
a capital of $10,000,000, with Cornelius Ray as presi- 
dent, and the Manhattan Bank, incorporated in 1799, 
with a capital of $2,050,000, with Daniel Ludlow as 
president. The Insurance Companies were three in 
number ; the New York Marine Insurance, incorporated 
in 1798 ; the Mutual Fire Insurance, incorporated the 
same year, and the Washington Fire Insurance, incor- 
porated in 1801. Both the banks and the insurance 
companies were all located in Wall street. 

Seven daily papers were now issued in the city — the 
New York Gazette and General Advertiser, published by 
Lang & Turner ; the New York Evening Post, published 
by William Coleman and edited by M. Burnham ; the 
American Citizen, published by James Cheetham ; the 
Commercial Advertiser, published by Zachariab Lewis, 
and edited by J. Mills ; the Public Advertiser, edited by 
Charles Holt ; and the Mercantile Advertiser, published 
by Ramsay Crooks ; besides the New York Weekly 
Museum, published every Saturday by M. Harrison ; 
and two medical journals, the one published quarterly 
and the other semi-annually ; together with the Ckurch- 
man's Magazine, by T, & J. Swords. This house, which 
commenced business in 1787, continued in existence tiU 
1859, under the various titles of Stanford & Swords, 
Stanford & Dehsser, and Delisser & Procter, and is notable 
for having been the first publishing-house established on 
a permanent basis in the city ; though books were issued 
occasionally from the presses of Gaine, Rivington, Hodge, 
Loudon, and other of the newspaper proprietors. 

Three stages sufficed for the wants of the travelling 
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community — the pioneers of the army of omnibuses of 
the present day. One of these ran to and from Green- 
wich, one to and from Harlem, and one to and from 
Manhattanville. The first stopped at Baiter's Tavern 
on the corner of Wall and New streets ; while the others 
started from the Bull's Head, on the site of the Bowery- 
Theatre. 




The Faik Theatre 



Tha only theatre in the cily at the beginning of the 
present century was the Park, built in 1798, and opened 
three nights in each week. This theatre was burned in 
1820, rebuilt and reopened in the following year, and 
burned again for the last time in 1849, when its site was 
covered with warehouses. This fronted the Park, from 
which it derived its name, between Ann and Beekman 
streets, and long retained the theatrical monopoly of the 
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cil3^ Among those opened in the course of the next 
half oeiitwry were the Chatham, erected in 1824, and 
growhig out of the Chatham Garden, kept by Mr. Bar- 
rere-; the New York, now the Bowery, built in 1826 at 
the Bull's Head ; and the Lafayette opened in 1825 
in Laurens near Thompson street, under the manage- 
ment of Mr. Dinneford. Beside these, were the Broad- 
way and Mount Pitfc Circuses, the latter situated in 
Grand street, opposite the upper end of East Broadway ; 
the American or Scudder's Museum, opened in 1810 in 
the New York Institution, once tlie Ahns House, in 
Chambers street ; Peale's Museum in Broadway, oppo- 
site the Park ; the Chatham Museum established some 




MuBeum, at the North end of the Park, 
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time after by John Scudder, the son of the proprietoi- of 
the American Museum ; the Rotunda, erected in 1818 
in the east comer of the Park, with its entrance on 
Chambers street, designed for the eshibition of paint- 
ings, and many more. 

The markets of tJi-e city were four in number — the 
Exchange Market at the foot of Broad street ; the 
Oswego Market in Broadway at the head of Maiden 
Lane ; the Old Fly Market, which in 1822 gave place to 
the present Fulton Market ; and the Hudson or Bare, 
now Washington Market, between Fulton and Tesey 
streets. This curious appellation is thus accounted for 
by a contemporary of the times. After the great fire of 
1776 had destroyed the greater part of the houses in 
that part of the city, it was thought advisable to estab- 
lish a market there for the accommodation of the work- 
men who were building up the burned district. But the 
market-house was finished long before the streets about 
it were rebuilt and settled ; as there were few purchasers, 
the venders fell off, and thus in a very little time the 
strange anomaly was presented of a fine market-house 
bare of provisions. The present Washington Market- 
house was erected and opened in 1813. 

There were two ferries to Brooklyn, one from Fly 
Market Slip near the foot of Maiden Lane, and the other 
from Catherine Slip ; one to Paulus Hook, now Jersey 
City ; one to Eiizabethtown Point ; and another to Staten 
Island. The ship-yards were between Catherine street 
andCorlaer's Hook and between Corlear's Hook and Stan- 
ton street, in the part of the town then called Manhattan 
Island, and regarded as quite beyond the limits of the city. 
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The Fire Department consisted of a single engineer, 
wlio recelTed Ma appointment from tlie Common Connoil 
and who was invested with absolute control over the 
companies, engines, and all else that pertained to the 
organization ; a numher of firewardens, commissioned hj 
the same authority to inspect buildings, chimneys, etc:, 
and to keep order at ires ; and several voluntary compa- 
nies under the direction of a foreman, assistant and clerk 
of their own choosing. A few engine-houses had been 
built; the greater part of the hooks and ladders, 
buckets, etc., were deposited for safe keeping in the City 
Hall. Several of these pioneer companies continued to 
retain their organization until the substitution of the 
paid for the volunteer Fire Department system was 
effected. 

The militia consisted of a single division under the 
command of Major-General Stevens. The United States 
Arsenal was at the junction of the Old and Middle 
Roads, now Madison Square, while the State Arsenal was 
situated at the junction of Chatham and Centre streets. 
In the rear of the Government House, near where 
formerly stood the lower barracks, was the old arsenal, 
yard, where a quantity of military stores was deposited, 
and to which, from time to time, curious relics made 
their way, well worth the attention of antiquarians. It 
was from the rubbish heaped up in this place that the 
mutilated statue of Pitt was unearthed after the Revo- 
lution. 

The manners and customs of the citizens, now sixty 
thousand in number, were still very primitive. The 
Dutch language continued to be used largely in the city ; 
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very many of the signs over the stores were in Dutch, 
and in Hudson Market, the resort of the farmers from 
New J'ersey, a knowledge of the language was ahso- 
lut'ely indispensable. The lower part of Pearl street was 
at this time the fashionable part of the town, though 
Barclay, Robinson and William streets .were beginning 
to dispute its clahns. Each citizen swept the street 
in front of his own house twice a week ; and the bell- 
man came around every day with his cart for garbage. 
The streets were lighted by oil lamps. Coal was almost 
unknown ; hickory wood was the principal article of 
fuel. The milkmen traversed the streets early in the 
morning, bearing a yoke on their shoulders, from which 
tin-cans were suspended, shouting : " Milk, ho !" in 
token of their coming ; and water from the celebrated 
Tea Water Pump on the corner of Chatham and Pearl 
streets, was carried about in carts, and retailed at a 
penny a gallon. The chimneys were swept by small negro 
boys, who went their rounds at daybreak, crying : 
"Sweep, ho! sweep, ho! from the bottom to the top, 
-iVithout a ladder or a rope, sweep, ho !" with numerous 
vai'iations. 

Numerous quaint customs and street cries were in 
vogue at this comparatively modern time, all of which 
have now passed away, and are known to us only 
through tradition. A strange mosaic of different nations, 
with its successive strata of Dutch, English and French, 
New York was truly a composite city, gathering floating 
material from every nation under the sun wherewith to 
form and mold a new people, which should embrace 
the whole universe within the scope of its sympathy, and 
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vie with its adopted tongue in its broad and cosmo- 
politan character. Fit language, indeed, is the English 
for such a nation ; as yet a mass of crude material, 
gathered from the lexicons of every dialect that sprung 
from the confusion of tongues, to be molded by time, 
and use, and the master-hand of genius, into a sym- 
metrical form, perfect because all-comprehensive, and 
fitting to become a universal language — the only tongue 
that should be spoken by the people of a New "World. 
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Progress of the City— War of 1812— Politics of New York-Tho Canal Celebration. 

One of the first events that marked the mayoralty of 
Edward Livingston, was the construction of the Man- 
hattan Water-works, the forerunner of the magnifi- 
cent Croton Aqueduct and Reservoir of the present 
day. There had always been a scarcity of good water 
on the island. The spring of the celebrated Tea Water 
Pump in Chatham street was excellent, but this would 
not suffice for the wants of a whole city ; and the water 
of the other wells and pumps, which were scattered 
in profusion over the island, was almost unfit for use. 
The initiative step toward supplying the city with water 
had been taken in 1774 by Christopher CoUes, who had 
constructed a reservoir at the public expense on the east 
side of Broadway, between Pearl and White streets,* into 
which water was raised from large wells sunk on the 

• These grounds compriaod about two acres, and were purcliased by the corpora- 
tion of Augustus and Frederick Tan Cortlandt, at the rale of aii hundred pounds 
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premises and also from the Collect, then distributed by 
means of wooden pipes throughout the city, These 
worlis were completed in the spring of 1776, and placed 
under the superintendence of Mr. CoUes ; but the 
supply proved insufficient, the water was of an inferior 
quality, and in the ensuing foreign occupation of the 
city, the enterprise was neglected, then finally aban- 
doned, and the citizens returned to the wells of their 
ancestors, which stiU continued to be located in the 
middle of the streets. In 1798, the subject was again 
talven into consideration, and a report having been made 
by Dr. Brown, affirming the impurity of the water on 
the island, Engineer Weston was directed by the corpo- 
ration to investigate the matter, and report upon the 
most feasible method of bringing in water from the 
mainland. He recommended the raising of the Kye 
Ponds to a reservoir in Westchester County, the mills to 
be located on the Bronx Kiver, where the surplus water 
would be used in raising the water, which would thence 
be carried to tlie Harlem River in an open canal, then 
conveyed across the river through an elevated iron pipe 
to a reservoir, where it would he filtered and then 
distributed through the city. After some discussion, the 
matter culminated in the formation of the Manhattan 
Water Company with banking privileges. This com- 
pany obtained a grant from the corporation of the 
grounds formerly occupied by CoUes, and, erecting a 
reservoir in Chambers street, between Broadway and 
Centre street, a locaUty then considered far out of town, 
pumped water into it from wells sunk in the vicinity, 
whence it was distributed, by means of bored logs, 
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through the city. But this water proved both scarce 
and bad ; the company, neglecting the ostensible pur- 
pose of its organization, soon turned its attention almost 
exclusively to banking affairs, and thus lost the con- 
fidence of the community, and it was not long before the 
new works were voted a failure. 

A new City Hall was determined on about the same 
time, and in 1802, a premium was offered for the best 
plan, which was awarded to Messrs Macomb and Maugin. 




dbyGoogle 



obS HISTORY OF THE 

On the 20th of September, 1803, the corner-stone of the 
new edifice was laid in the Park by Mayor Livijigstoii, 
in the presence of the corporation and tlie few of the 
citizens who had not fled from the yellow fover, which 
at this time was prevailing in the city. This edifice, 
which is too well known to our readers to require from 
lis a detailed description, was finished in 1812, at a cost 
of half a million of dollars. The front and botli ends 
were built of white marble from the quarries of Stock- 
bridge, Massachusetts ; for the Chambers street front, 
red sandstone was used from motives of economy, it 
being thought that the material of this side was of little 
consequence, as so few citizens would ever reside on that 
side of the town. 

In 1803, Edward Livingston resigned his office, and 
De Witt Clinton was appointed mayor in his stead. 
Clinton was a native of the State of New York and a 
resident of the city from early youth, having been the 
first graduate of Columbia College after its change of 
name. Few of her sons have contributed more largely 
to the glory and prosperity of the city. Under his 
auspices, the Historical Society was founded, the Public 
School Society instituted, the Orphan Asylum estab- 
lished, the City Hall completed, and the city fortified for 
the war of 1812. He continued in the mayoralty with 
two years' intermission until 1815, when he resigned It 
to enter public life on a more extended scale as governor 
of his native State, and to mature the gigantic scheme of 
canal-navigation, which won for New York the proud 
title of tlie Empire State, and for its projector the lasting 
remembraMce of posterity. 
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The charter election of November, 1803, was warmly 
contested by the two opposing parties. Since the 
last election, two new wards had been added to the city, 
and this change gave the republicans strong hopes 
of success. The contest resulted in favor of the fede- 
ralisls, who carried the Tirst, Second, Third, Fourth, 
Eighth, and Ninth Wards, the two latter by a small 
majority, leaving the Fifth, Sixth, and Seventh in the 
hands of the republicans. The result was accounted a 
gain by the latter, who now added the Fifth Ward to the 
Sixth and Seventh which they had carried uniformly 
since the election of 1800. This was the dawning of 
success ; in the election of the following year, some 
changes in the franchise regulations having opened the 
polls to a larger number of voters, they succeeded in elect- 
ing their candidates in all the wards excepting the First 
and Second. In 1805, they carried the Second Ward, 
also, by a majority of two, and thus gained undisputed 
ascendency in the city government. The First Ward 
clung persistently to the fortunes of the federal party 
until 1820, when the republicans, for the first time, suc- 
ceeded in electing their candidate for alderman by a small 
majority. 

The violent political disputes of this period gave rise 
to a fatal duel between two of the most prominent citi- 
zens of New York ; Alexander Hamilton, who, though 
born in the West Indies, had been a resident of the city 
from early youth, and his political antagonist, Aaron 
IJurr, at this time the third Yico-President of the United 
States. The quarrel arose in pohtical antagonism. In 
the State election of 1803, Burr, who had lost the con- 
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fidence of the republican party, had been nominated for 
governor by the federalists, in opposition to Morgan 
Lewis, and, although the latter were at this time the 
leading party in the State, was defeated by his opponent 
by a large majority. This defection in the federal ranks 
he attributed to the influence of Hamilton, then the most 
prominent man in the party, who had denounced him in 
caucus as an unprincipled politician and warmly opposed 
his election ; and, smarting under the influence of his 
defeat, he sent him a challenge, to which Hamilton demur- 
red at first, then afterward accepted. At sunrise on the 
11th of July, the parties met on a plateau on the Jersey 
shore, about half a mile above Weehawken. Hamilton 
was mortally wounded at the first fire, and fell, discharg- 
ing his pistol in the air. He was conveyed across the 
river to the house of Mrs. Bayard, over the site of which 
Horatio street now passes, where he breathed his last on 
the afternoon of the following day. The fatal result of 
this aifair caused the deepest sorrow, not only in the city 
but throughout the whole country. Hamilton had been 
the bosom friend of Washington, his talents were of the 
highest order, he was a consummate statesman, and his 
moral character was without a stain. Few men stood 
higher than he in the esteem and confidence of the com- 
munity, and even those who had been his bitterest polit- 
ical opponents regarded his loss as the greatest evil that 
could happen to a community — the loss of a man of 
unblemished integrity from off' its stage of action. His 
remains were escorted, on the 14th inst., by a large pro- 
cession to Trinity Church, where the funeral oration was 
pronounced by Grouvernem- Morris, and the body interred 
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with military honors in the cemetery of the church. A 
monument was afterward erected over his grave by the 
Society of the Cincinnati, of which he was a member ; 
while the St. Andrew's Society, to which he also belonged 
— his father having been a Scotchman, an indispensable 
requisite to membership in this society — caused a mon- 
ument to be erected over the spot on which he fell. 

On the first of November, 1804, the foundation of 
the present Historical Society — a body to which, more 
than all others, the city of New York is indebted for the 
preservation of those documents and records which alone 
can preserve her true history to the world — was laid in 
the picture-room of the City Hali by eleven persons, who 
organized themselves into a society, and choosing DeWitt 
Clinton as the first president, pledged themselves to 
use their utmost efforts to collect whatever might relate 
to tlie natural, civil, literary and ecclesiastical history of 
the United States in general, and of the State of New 
York in particular. The foundation of this society was 
chiefly due to the instrumentality of Judge Egbert Ben- 
son and John Pintard, Esq. The association soon grew 
mto favor, and its numbers increased slowly, but steadily. 
For some time, the meetings continued to be held in the 
City Hall, where the first historical festival of New York 
was held on the 4th of September, 1809, the two hun- 
dredth anniversary of the discovery by Hendriek Hudson 
of the island of Manliattan. In the same year, the 
society removed to rooms in the Government House, 
where it remained until the demolition oT the building, 
in 1815 ; after which it located itself, first on the corner 
of Broadway and Chambers street, then in the Stuyve- 
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sant Institute, and afterward in the New York Univer- 
sity, wlience it removed for the last time in 1857 to the 
new library building on the corner of Second Avenue and 
Eleventh street, which, for convenience and tasteful ele- 
gance, ranks second to none of the libraries of the city. 

The same year was marked by one of those terrible 
fires which were wont to ravage the city periodically 
before the introduction of fire-proof buildings, together 
with an efiieient Eire Department. The conflagration 
broke out on the 18th of December in a grocery store 
in Eront street, and raged with fury for several hours, 
burning the old Coffee House on the corner of Pearl 
and Wall street, the scene of so many patriotic gather- 
ings in the days of the Revolution, with many other of 
the old landmarks of the city. Forty stores and dwell- 
ings were destroyed by this fire, which was supposed to 
have been the work of an incendiary. The loss of 
property was estimated at two millions of dollars. 

The following year witnessed the initiatory movement 
of a noble institution which, matured and perfected, is 
destined to be the crowing glory of our country — the 
Free School. The credit of this is due chiefly to some 
members of the Society of Friends, who, aided by the 
efforts of De "Witt Clinton, obtained the incorporation of 
the Public School Society, in 1805, with Clinton as 
its first president. The first school, No. 1, was opened 
on the 17th of May, 1S06, in Madison near Pearl street, 
with forty scholars, the instruction being gratuitous to 
some and almost nominal to all. Not content with thus 
placing the means of education within the reach of every 
one, the society did more; it employed persona to go 
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about the city and gather the destitute and untaught 
children into the schools that they might receive the 
needed instruction. The experiment proved successful, 
and soon won the public approval, at first withheld or 
cautiously bestowed on the innovation. In 1808, the cor- 
poration donated the old State Arsenal, on the corner of 
Chatham street and Tryon Row, to the society, on condi- 
tion that they should educate the children in the Alms 
House ; and, in 1811, School No. 2 was built in Henry 
street, on ground given by Colonel Rutgers. The pioneer 
school was afterwards removed to William street, where it 
long stood numerically at the head of our public schools. 
The society continued to flourish and rapidly to 
increase the number of its houses until 1842, when a 
new school law was passed, providing for the establish- 
ment of Ward Schools, to be wholly gratuitous and 
supported by taxation. The two systems continued to 
work together harmoniously under the supervision of 
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a Board of Education until 1853, when the Public School 
Society resolved to make over their property to the 
corporation, and to relinquish their charter, which was 
accordingly done. Fifteen of the trustees were admit- 
ted into the Board of Education for two years, the 
remaining eighty entered the local boards, and the ven- 
erable Public School Society passed out of existence. 
Yet its name will ever be honored by the friends of 
education as the efficient pioneer of public instruction. 
From the single school with its forty scholars have sprung 
up between two and three hundred schools, beside the 
Free Academy, now the Now York College, estab- 
lished in 1847, for the purpose of placing a univer- 
sity education within the reach of every youth of the 
city. 

Of a different nature but not less important was the 
event which marked the year succeeding the organiza- 
tion of the Public School Society — a year which will 
ever be memorable in the annals of our city for the suc- 
cessful introduction of steam navigation. In 1798, 
Chancellor Robert R. Livingston had received from the 
Legislature, as the discoverer of this new power, the 
exclusive right of steam navigation in all the waters 
within the limits of the State for twenty years, provided 
that within twelve months, he should produce a boat, 
the average speed of which should not be less than four 
miles an hour. This he failed to do, and the grant 
remained in abeyance until 1803, when, having made the 
acquaintance of Robert Fulton in Prance, and aided him 
in some encouraging experiments, he obtained a renewal 
of the monopoly for the twenty years ensuing, on condi- 
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Portrait of Robert Fulton. 

tion that he and Pulton, his partner in the grant, should 
fullill the recfuired conditions within the space of two years. 
They immediately set to work to realize their design. 
Pulton took up his residence in New York, and com- 
menced the construction of the Clermont, the first of the 
steam vessels. No one believed in the possibility of his 
success; the citizens looked jeeringly at the craft, and 
christened it in derision, "The Fulton Polly." Nothing 
daunted by their taunts, the sanguine projector perse- 
vered in his task, and on the 7th of August, 1807, an- 
nounced his vessel as ready for the trial trip to Albany. 
The boat was launched from Jersey City. At the time 
appointed, thousands of spectators thronged the tem- 
porary staging that had been erected along the sloping 
shore, to witness the failure of the chimerical enterprise. 
As the wheels revolved, slowly at first, then increasing 
in velocity, and the vessel was propelled toward the 
middle of the river, the cry of " she moves, she moves 1'^ 
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The Clermont— Fnltun 8 fir"t Steamboat 

run through the unbelieving crowd ; while the sailors on 
the other vessels, on witnessing the strange craft as she 
came puffing and snorting up the stream, fell upon their 
knees, and prayed to be delivered from the evil one. 
Pulton enjoyed his triumph as the speed increased, and the 
new power which he had chained to his bidding, bore him, 
in defiance of wind and tide, far from the sight of the dis- 
comfited citizens. Stopping a single night at the seat 
of Chancellor Livingston, he reached the place of his 
destination in thirty-two hours and secured the monopoly 
of steam navigation over the waters of New York. 

But Fulton had not been alone in the pursuit of this 
lucrative monopoly. John Stevens with his son, R. L. 
Stevens, of Hoboken, had long cherished the idea of 
availing themselves of the power of steam, and almost 
simultaneously with Fulton, but Just too late, had 
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effected their purpose in the steamer Phcenix. Antici- 
pated in the scheme bj his successful rival, Mr. Stevens 
struclt out into a new field, and, sending his steamer 
round to Philadelphia by sea, first won the mastery over 
the waters of the ocean as Pulton had done over those of 
the rivers. It was not long before the monopoly was 
set aside, and the Stevens again entered the lists of 
competition, producing an improved steamboat, capable 
of making thirteen and a half miles an hour, which con- 
vinced the doubters and persuaded them that the age of 
miracles was not yet past. 

One of the most important uses of this new power 
which had thus been forced into the service of mankind 
was in bridging the rivers which separated the city from 
the opposite shores. The ferries, especially those of 
Long Island, had always borne an important part in the 
history of the city ; from their rent a great part of its 
revenue had been derived, and the proprietorship had 
been a constant source of dispute between the citizens 
and the residents at the opposite terminus. We have 
noted the progress of the ferries from time to time, in 
the preceding pages, but we propose to give here a brief 
review of their history, the better to explain the bear- 
ings of the vexed ferry question. 

. Tlie first ferry was naturally established between New 
York and Brooklyn, its earliest neighbor. To avoid as 
much as possible the labor of stemming the strong cur- 
rent, the narrowest part of the river was chosen, though 
this was far above the furthest limits of the city, being 
from a point below Peck Slip on the New York K'o 
Fulton street on the Long Island side of the river. This 
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ferry — -the OW Ferry, as it afterward came to be called — 
was maintained as a private speculation until about the 
middle of the seventeenth century, when a regular ferry 
was established, and made a source of revenue to the 
city. The first ferry-house in New York was on the cor- 
ner of Broad and Garden streets, now Exchange Place, 
a low, one story house, with two dormer windows in the 
high, steep pediment roof, built in conformity with the 
Knickerbocker style of architecture, and an iron boat, 
oars and anchor for a sign, the principal landing-place of 
the ferry-boats, both from the Long Island and Jersey 
shores. The Brooklyn forry-house at the foot of Fulton 
street was a commodious two story house, with stables 
and outhouses attached — for unlike the ferry-houses of 
the present day, these were also taverns for the accom- 
modation of travellers. This ferry-house was burned in 
1748 by the Sepoys of Long Island by way of revenge 
for the infringement on their rights by the corporation 
of New York. 

The dispute originated in this wise. As we have 
ah'eady said, the feiTy was at first a private speculation, 
established in 1642 by Cornelius Bircksen, who kept a 
small inn near Pock Slip and owned a farm in the vicinity. 
William Jansen was his successor. 

In 1G52, the Burgomasters of New Amsterdam made 
an unsuccessful application to Governor Stuyvesant for 
the ferry to Breukelen to defray the city expenses. In 
1654, an ordinance was passed, regulating the rates of 
ferriage, and in 1658, Harmanus Tan Borsum hired the 
ferry from Governor Stuyvesant, at auction, at an 
anwual rent of three hundred guilders, and became the 
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suciiessor of his father Cornelius who had died a sbort 
time before. 

Upon the cession of the city to the English, the now 
rulers assumed control over the waters, and made the 
ferry pay toll to the city government. The people, how- 
ever, insisted on their right to ferry themselves and their 
neighbors across the river, provided that they did not 
interfere with the landing-places of the corporation, and 
so formidable became the opposition of these private 
ferries that the lessees of the government abandoned 
their enterprise in despair. John Airensen, John 
Euwatse and Dirck Benson successively tried the experi- 
ment and abandoned the lease, and the corporation 
became convinced tliat they must adopt some new policy 
or abandon all hope of revenue from the ferries. 
Hitherto they had been balked in their endeavors to 
crush these private enterprises fi'om the fact that tliey 
could claim no jurisdiction over the neighboring shores ; 
but, in 1708, they obtained a charter from Lord 
Cornbury, which not only confirmed tiiem in their title 
to the old ferry, but also invested them with a grant of 
all the land lying between high and low-water mark on 
the Long Island shore from the AVallabout to Red Ilook, 
with the privilege of establishing additional ferries 
within these limits. The farmers along the shore were 
still permitted to ferry themselves and their produce 
across the river, but were strictly forbidden to carry any 
passengers. 

This charter incensed the Brooklynites greatly, and 
they did all in their power to evade its conditions. Urg- 
ing that the instrument was worthless in the' absence of 
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some technical formality, they continued their ferrie3 
and so harassed the corporation that in 1740 the latter 
obtained a more explicit renewal of their grant in the 
Montgomerie charter, and also procured the passage of 
an act by the Provincial Assembly, prohibiting private 
citizens from ferrying passengers across the river under 
penalty of a fine. After vainly endeavoring to obtain 
the repeal of this act, the people determined to have 
recourse to the law, and instituted a suit which was car- 
ried from court to court of the province, and finally 
referred by appeal to the king, when the vexed questions 
of the day were put to rest by the Revolution. Upon the 
restoration of tranquillity, it was again revived, and has 
ever since furnished food for litigation, though the peo- 
ple have, as yet, been worsted in the contest. 

Until the year 1810, row-boats or pirogues were the 
only ferry-boats upon the rivers. Next came the horse- 
boats — twin-boats, with the wheel in the centre, pro- 
pelled by a sort of horizontal treadmill worked by horses, 
the first of which was introduced on the 3d of April, 
1814, upon the Catherine street ferry. This was a boat 
of eight-horse power, crossing the river in from twelve 
to twenty minutes. The first improvement was made in 
the substitution of steam for horses as the motive power, 
and the first steamboat, the Nassau, was put on the Ful- 
ton ferry on the 8th of May in the same year ; but the 
new agent being found as expensive as expeditious, 
it failed to find favor in the eyes of the Company, and, 
for many years, this remained the only steam ferry-boat 
upon the river. In 1824, the monopoly which had been 
granted to Fulton and Livingston was set aside by order 
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of the Supreme Court, the use of steam was thrown open 
to public competition, said the horse-boats soon became 
obsolete institutions. 

The first improvement in the steam ferry-boats was 
the single boat with side-wheels ; the first of which was 
the Hoboken, built by R. L. Stevens in 1822. Simul- 
taneously with these came the floating bridges which rise 
and fall with the tide, aided by counterbalancing weights 
on the shore — the invention of Pulton — -and the spring 
piles, constructed by R. L. Stevens. These improvements 
soon found favor on the ferries, the plan of bridging the 
river by an arch was abandoned, in the face of this new 
agent, which set time and space at defiance, and the 
genius of steam gained undisputed dominion over the 
waters. 

In the charter election of 1806, the federalists suc- 
ceeded in regaining tlie ascendency in the city, of wliich 
they had been deprived, and carried the First, Second, 
Third and Fourth Wards, together with the Fiftli 
through an independent candidate to whom they had 
given their support. De Witt Clinton was in conse- 
qence removed from the mayoralty by the Council of 
Appointment at Albany, and the veteran Marinus Wil- 
lett was appointed in his stead ; while the recorder, 
Pierre C. Van Wyck, was superseded in his office by 
Maturin Livingston. Disaffection was now springing up 
in the republican ranks. The scope of our work does 
not permit us to trace the rise and progress of the 
numerous political parties that sprung suddenly into 
existence from time to time, and as suddenly vanished ; 
it will suffice to say tJiat, at this time, a deadly feud 
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existed between the Clintons and the Livingstons, that 
Grovernor Lewis, who was related to the latter, threw 
his influence in their favor, that the section of the repub- 
lican party which still clung to Burr made common 
cause with these, and that with these cliques was allied 
that of the Madiaonian republicans, who supported Madi- 
son for president in opposition to George Clinton, the 
ex-governor of the State. 

In the following year, the CUntonians regained the 
ascendency, De Witt Clinton was again appointed 
mayor, and Pierre C. Van Wyck was restored to the 
recordership. In the charter election, the First, Second 
and Ninth "Wards alone were carried by the federalists. 
These were increased in the election of 1808, by the 
addition of the Third and Sixth wards, making an 
equal divisiqn of power. During this year the Tenth 
Ward was added to the city. 

At the State election of 1809, the federalists for the 
flrst time since 1799, carried tlie State, upon which the 
appointment of the mayor depended.* This change was 
owing to the declaration of war which was row pending, 
and against which there was strong opposition. At the 
charter elections, the regnant party achieved a similar 
success, electing their candidates for aldermen in all the 
wards except the Fifth and Tenth, and gaining fifteen 
out of twenty of the whole common council. At the 
first meeting of the Council of Appointment at Albany, 
De Witt Chnton was again removed from the mayoralty, 

• The miiyor wm nt this time appointed to office by a Council of Appoint meal, 
consisting of a senator ciiosen by tlie Legislature from eacli of tlio four districts of 
tlie State, witli tlie ;;overnor as cliairman of tbc eounciL 
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and Jacob RadcHff appointed in his stead ; while Pierre 
C, Van Wyck was again removed from the rccordership 
to make room for Josiah Ogden Hoffman. In the fol- 
lowing year, the latter was restored to the ofSce, then 
removed for the third time in 1813, and Hoffman again 
appointed in his place. 

In the charter election of 1810, the republicans gained 
a majority in the Fifth, Seventh, Eighth and Tenth wards. 
This success was followed up by a victory in the State 
election, which restored De Witt Clinton to the mayor- 
alty, in which he continued until 1815. During this 
time, the polities of the city were fluctuating. The 
charter election of 1811 made no change in the Board. 
The election of 1812 gained to the federalists the assist- 
ant alderman of the Tenth Ward, and in 1813, the 
republicans gained the Sixth Ward, thus securing an 
equal division of power. This was recovered by the 
federalists in the following year ; when the great issue 
upon which the parties had been divided was ended by 
the termination of the war. 

From this brief sketch of the political affairs of the 
city during the beginning of the century, we will return 
to its local changes and improvements. In 1807, a new 
missionary enterprise was undertaken by Trinity Chureh 
hj the erection of St. John's Chapel in Varick street, 
on what was then deemed the outskirts of civilization. 
This was located opposite a dreary marsh, covered with 
brambles and bulrushes and tenanted by frogs and 
watersnakes, and was regarded by the citizens at large 
almost as a proof of insanity on the part of the church 
authorities. 
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A curious fact discovered on tlie records of a Lutheran 
church of New York by one of the antiquarians to 
whom the city is so deeply indebted for preserving its 
traditions of the past, will serve to illustrate the, popular 
faith at this period in the rise and progress of real estate 
in the upper part of the town. The church was at this 
time involved in pecuniary difficulties, contributions were 
solicited in its aid, and, to relieve it in its embarrassment, 
a friend proposed to donate to it a tract of six acres of 
ground in the neighborhood of the stone bridge on the 
corner of Broadway and Canal street ; but, after mature 
deliberation, the trustees refused the gift, alleging that 
the land in question was not worth the trouble of 
fencing in. 

The commencement of the United States Navy Yard 
at Brooklyn in the beginning of the century called the 
attention of the citizens to an act of duty which had too 
long been delayed. The first stroke of the spade into 
the sand-hill upon which the new buildings were to be 
erected opened a terrible mine to the eyes of the public. 
The whole shore, the slope of the hill, the sand island iu 
the vicinity — all were filled with the bones bf the prison- 
ship martyrs, who had been tlirust coffinless into tiie 
ground and literally piled one upon another. The hor- 
rible revelation reminded the citizens of the too-long 
neglected duty ; the relics were carefully collected and 
placed in the charge of the Tammany Society, and, on 
the Sth of May, 1808, escorted by one of the grandest 
processions .that New York had ever witnessed, were 
conveyed to their final resting-place in a vault in Jack- 
son street, not far from the spot of their original inter- 
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meiit. Thirteen coffins filled with the bones were carried 
in the procession, and eighteen hogsheads besides were 
gathered from the sands and deposited in the vault. 
The corporation attended in a body, the bells were tolled 
and minute guns fired during the procession, and the 
whole city seemed clad in mourning. 

In 1811, the city was again devastated by a terrible 
conflagration, which raged with fury for several hours, 
destroying nearly a hundred houses, and baffling for a 
long time all the efforts of the firemen. The steeple of 
the Brick Church and the cupola of the New Jail took 
fire and were barely saved, the one by the prompt action 
of a sailor by the name of Stephen McCormick, the other 
by the presence of mind of a prisoner on the premises. 
Both were afterward rewarded by the corporation. 

One of the most important events of this period was 
the adoption of a plan of the future city, to which we 
owe the parallel streets and broad avenues of the upper 
part of the island, which contrast so strongly with the 
narrow streets and crooked lanes of the down-town 
locality. This plan was due to Simeon Dewitt, Gouver- 
neur Morris, John Rutherford and S. Guel, who had 
been appointed by the Legislature in 1801, as commis- 
sioners to lay out and survey the whole island to Kings- 
bridge into streets and avenues. By the proposed plan, 
the streets, beginning with the first on the east side of 
the Bowery above Houston street, numbered upward 
to the extreme end of the island. These were inter- 
sected by twelve avenues, numbering westward from 
.First Avenue, the continuation of Allen street, to 
Twelfth Avenue upon the shores of the North River. 
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As avenues were afterward laid out to the eastward of 
the former, they were designated by the names of the 
letters of the alphabet, A, B, C and D. By this plan, 
the island was laid out with admirable regularity, while 
the squares and triangles which were formed by the 
junction of those time-honored thoroughfares which 
could not be removed, were converted into public parks 
for the adornment of the city. The despised Potter's 
Field became the beautiful Washington Square ; the 
Bowery and Broadway met amicably in Union Square ; 
Madison Square was formed from the union of the Old 
and the Middle roads ; the great salt meadow on the 
eastern side of the city was drained, and Tompkins 
Square, with hundreds of city lots, sprung up from its 
depths ; valleys were filled up, hills were levelled, and 
art seemed destined to surmount all the difficulties of 
nature, and to make every inch of New York Island 
inhabitable ground. 

During the occurrence of these events, the progress of 
the city had been greatly retarded by the threatening 
aspect of affairs with England. Despite the provisions 
of the treaty of 1795, the English had not ceased their 
aggressions upon American commerce. In the war 
that existed between England and France, the hostile 
powers blockaded each other's ports, and captured all 
American vessels that attempted to enter, despite the 
neutrality which was strictly maintained by the nation. 
Nor was this all ; the British cruisers, on the motto, 
"Once an Englishman, always an Englishman," per- 
sisted in boarding and searching American vessels, and 
taking thence all naturalized citizens as subjects of the 
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Britisli crown. These constantly recurring grievances 
irritated the people, and fast prepared them for an open 
rupture. 

As early as 1806, an affair of this kind occurred 
almost within the port of New York, which excited uni- 
versal indignation. In April, the British frigate Lean- 
der, commanded by Captain Whitby, while cruising off 
Sandy Hook, fired into the sloop Richard, an American 
coasting vessel, and killed one of her men. The corpse 
was brought up to the city and buried at the public 
expense ; and the citizens joined in demanding reparation 
of the British government for the unprovoked outi'age ; 
but, though Captain Whitby was sent home to England 
and tried by a court-martial, he was speedily acquitted 
without punishment or censure. 

On the 22d of June of the following year, the Ameri- 
can frigate Chesapeake, when off the coast of Virginia, 
was fired upon by the British man-of-war Leopard, and 
forced to surrender four of her men, who were claimed 
as subjects to the crown of Great Britain ; three of whom 
were afterwards proved to be American citizens who 
had been impressed by the British but had escaped from 
their service. This outrage was followed by a proclama- 
tion from President Jefferson, forbidding British armed 
vessels to enter the harbors of the United States until 
reparation for the attack upon the Chesapeake had been 
made by the British government, and security given 
against future aggressions. 

War was now raging between England and France, 
and, in November of the same year, the British govern- 
ment issued " orders in council," prohibiting all trade 
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with France and her allies. By way of retaliation, iu 
the following month, Bonaparte issued the celebrated 
Milan decree, forbidding all trade with England and 
her colonies, and thus struck the death-blow to American 
commerce. 

It now became evident to all that war was inevitable ; 
and, in order to call home and detain the American 
ships and sailors, and to put the country in a posture of 
defence, on the 23d of September, 1807, an embargo 
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was laid by Congress on all the vessels in the harbors of 
the United States. The result was most disastrous ; 
business was instantly paralyzed, failures occurred oa 
every side, and the whole country seemed in a state of 
stagnation. This measure revived the disputes between 
the federalists and the republicans ; the latter sustain- 
ing the action of the administration, the former insisting 
that, if war were made at all, it should be against Franco 
as the principal aggressor. 

On the 1st of March, 1809, the embargo which, while 
failing to obtain from France and England the desired 
acknowledgment of American rights, was ruinous to the 
commerce of the country with other nations, was 
repealed by Congress, and a strict system of '.icn- 
intercourse substituted in its stead. Relying ot the 
promise of Mr. Erskine, the British minister, thr,^ the 
obnoxious "orders in council" should be r^'pealed 
before the 10th of June, President Madison, lately 
elected to the office, proclaimed that commerr/fil inter- 
course with England should be renewed or, chat day. 
The promise, however, was not kept, the _;',overnment 
disavowed the pledge of the minister, and on the 19th 
of August, non-intercourse with England was again 
proclaimed. 

. In March, 1810, the hostile decrees of the French 
were revoked, and commercial intercourse was renewed 
with the nation. The English, meanwhile, continued 
their aggressions, stationing ships of war before the 
American ports, to intercept the outward-bound vessels 
and take possession of them as lawful prizes. Scarce an 
American vessel was safe on the seas, and, finding that 
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no satisfaction was to be obtained from the British 
government, Congresa resolved at length to bring mat- 
ters lo a crisis, and on the 4th of April, 1812, laid an 
embargo upon all vessels within the jurisdiction of the 
United States, which was followed on the 19th of the 
ensuing month by the President's proclamation of war 
against Great Britain. 

Although the citizens had differed greatly in opinion 
in respect to the expediency of the projected war, no 
sooner had it been declared, than they pledged them- 
selves heart and hand to aid in its accomplishment. 
The news reached the city on the 20th of June, and on 
the 24:th, the citizens assembled in large numbers in the 
Park to concert measures for future action. 

The meeting was called to order at 12 o'clock, noon, 
with Col. Henry Rutgers as president and Col. Marinus 
Willett as secretary. The law of Congress declaring 
war and the President's proclamation were read, and a 
preamble and resolutions, approving the action of the 
government, and pledging to Its support "their lives, their 
fortunes and their sacred honor," were unanimously 
adopted by the Assembly.* Copies of these resolutions 

• These resolutions we transcribe enUre — the preamble from which they are 
deduced ia too long to be ineeMed here. 

" Rtiohii, That we have viewed with pleasure and approbation the increasin); 
"efforts of our government to preeerve to our country the bleaangs of peace; tliat 
" we duly appreciate their able negotiations, and admire tbcir unwearied patience to 
« promote so important an end ; and that we consider them standing justified in the 
"eyea of their fellow-citizens in all the restrictive measures to which they have 
"resorted, as temporary expedients, with the hope of preventing thereby the evils 

" Resolved, That while aolicitoas of peace, and ardently attached to its blebslnge, 
" we believe that the criws had arrived when it could be no longer with honor 
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were ordered to be forwarded to the President, to 
Congress, and to the press for publication, and the 
people dispersed, fully determined to make their words 
good whenever they should be called upon to redeem 
their pledges. So vigorously were they backed by 
individual enterprise that, within four months after the 
declaration of war, twenty-six privateers were fitted out 
from the port, carrying two hundred and twelve guns 
and twenty-two thousand and thirty-nine men. 

The city, in the meantime, was ill prepared for 
defence, although, taking warning by the indications of 
the gathering storm, the government had for some time 
past been busy with its fortification. In the beginning 
of 1807, the city was entirely defenceless. The Narrows 
and the Sound were open and undefended, not a fortifi- 
cation was to be seen in the harbor or on any of the 
islands, and a small force might have sailed up to the 
city without opposition, and captured it as did Nicolls in 
the days of Stuyvesant. Awakened to a sense of the 
impending danger, in the spring of 1807, the general 
government began to take measures to fortify the harbor 
of New York ; but the work went on slowly, and it was 



" retained ; that ive therefore holil our goTernment justified in its appeal to arms 
" against Great Britain, and jield to its deci^on our unqnaliEed and decided appro- 
" btltion. 

" Reiolaed, That aa our government has now appealed to the sword, It becomoa 
" the dutj of all good citizens, at such an eTCntful period, to laj aside all partj 
" animosity and private bickering, to rally as becomes brethren, equally involved in 
" the welfare of their common country, around the national standard, and to yield 
" to their government an undivided support. 

" lieitolved. That in placing our reliance in the Most High, and soliciting his 
"benedietion on our just cause, we pledge to our government, in support of our 
" beloved country, ' our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor.' " 



dbjGoogle 



oyo HISTORY OF THE 

not until the war had been prosecuted for two years, and 
the city was threatened with invasion by a British ^eet, 
that the citizens took the worl? into their own hands, 
and succeeded in rendering the defences available. 

In the spring of 1814, the blockade of the southern 
ports, which had been maintained by the British since 
the beginning of the war, was extended along the entire 
coast, and the Common Council, alarmed by this hostile 
demonstration, issued a public call, urging the citizens to 
come together and concert measures for the defence of 
the city. In pursuance of this call, the people assembled 
in the Park in front of the City Hall on the llth of 
August, 1814, to redeem the pledges of the former 
meeting. Colonel Henry Rutgers was again chosen 
chairman, and Oliver Wolcott secretary ; and Drs. 
Mitchell and McNeven, with Messrs. Wolcott, Riker,' 
Anthony, Bleecker and Sampson, were appointed as a 
committee to draft resolutions to be presented to the 
meeting ; pending which, the veteran Willett addressed 
the audience in a stirring speech, reviewing the events 
of their first struggle for independence, and urging them 
not to falter, but to support their leaders to the 
end. Ilis speech was received with shouts of en- 
thusiasm. In a short time, Richard Riker presented 
a preamble and resolutions in behalf of the com-, 
mittee, declaring their resolve to unite in arms on the 
first approach of the enemy, and to defend the city to 
the last extremity, and urging all the citizens to enroll 
in the militia and the naval service, to assist in the 
public works, and, by every means in their power, to 
aid the authorities in their efforts to secure the public 
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safety.* These resolutions were passed unanimously, 
committees were appointed to confer on the proper mea- 
sures to be adopted, and to correspond with the citizens 
of other States for the purpose of inviting them to form 
voluntary associations similar to those proposed in the 
city, and the meeting adjourned amid shouts of applause. 

* These resolutions read aa follows : 

"JResolved, Tliat the citizens here assembled, will, to the lost eitremitj, defend 
their city. 

" Eesohed, That «tc will unit* ourselves In arms with our brethren of the countr?, 
and on the first approach of the enemy, niaka it a common cause. 

" Resolveti, That humbly confiding in the favor of the Assembly, we hope to 
prove ourselves not unworthy of that freedom won fay the heroes of the Revo- 
luUon ; and trust tiiat the enemy they vanquished will receive from us a fjmilar 
defeat 

" Bttoliied, That we highly approve of the measures for public defence which 
have bflon devised by the government of the United Slates, by his ejcellenej the 
governor of the State, and by the corporation of this city; and that we will 
coSperate in carrying the same into effectual c:cecution. 

" Stiolved, That it bo recommended to the citizens generally, to meet, as soon as 
may be practicable with convenience, in their respective wards, for tiic puipose of 
electing discreet and efficient committees to promote the execution of the follow- 
ing objects : 

" 1. To complete the voluntary enrollments of persons exempted by law from 
military service. 

" 2. To encourage the enrollment of seafaring citizens for service in the harbor, 
or as artillerists ; and 

" 8. The enrollment of citizens for voluntary hibor on the public works. 

" Jiesdlved, That it be the special duties of the ward committees to provide, 
under the direction of the corporation of the city, for the rehef and protection of 
the families of such persons as may be absent on public duty, and also, to 
provide in the best manner practicable, for the protection of such helpless per- 
sons and their property, as in case of alarm may be desirous of moving into the 
country. 

"E^abed, That we will endeavor to promote concord, and will discountenance 
all attempts to weaken the patriotic efforts of good citizens. 

" EtsoUed, That we will endeavor to dlscorer and subject to the animadversion 
of the laws, all persons who shali be concerned in any illicit commerce or 
improper intercourse with the enemy." 
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The citizens were not slow in redeeming their pledges. 
Men of all classes and vocations lent a helping hand ; 
masons, carpenters, shoemakers, merchants, and incorpo- 
rated societies, all turned out in distinct bodies to aid in 
digging and constructing the works, and so numerous did 
the offers of aid become that the corporation was often 
obliged to entreat the friendly societies to wait from day 
to day ibr want of room. The whole city wore a martial 
aspect, militia companies were organizing and drilling 
here and there, the citizens hurried to and fro with pick 
and shovel to labor upon the fortifications, and every- 
thing bespoke the spirit of determined resistance. 
With this efficient aid, the works were soon completed. 
Castle Clinton, better known as Castle Garden, was con- 
structed on the southwest point of the island, the North 
Battery was built at the foot of Hubert street, and Fort 
Gausevoort was erected at the foot of Gansevoort street. 
On Governor's Island, about half a mile south of the 
city, was Fort Columbus, with the strong Fort William in 
close proximity. About a mile to the westward of this, 
on Bedlow's Island, was a strongly built star-fort, and on 
EUis Island, about a mile southwest from Castle Clinton, 
was a circular battery. On Staten Island, eight miles 
below the city, at the narrowest point of the passage 
between Long and Staten Island, stood Fort Richmond, 
a strongly built stone fortress, well supplied with all the 
munitions of war, with Fort Tompkins on an eminence 
directly in the rear, and Fort Hudson a little way below 
on the shore. In the Upper Bay, about two hundred 
yards from Long Island was Fort Diamond, afterward 
Fort Lafayette, the strongest fortress of any, built on 
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made ground on a shoal, which could only be S'jcn at 
low water. These fortifications, whicli in case of need 
could mount five hundred cannon, amply defended the 
harbor, and precluded the possibihty of a successful 
invasion. 

Nor were the fortifications at Hellgate and on the 
upper part of the island, less effective. On Ilallet's 
Point stood Fort Stevens, with a stone tower in the rear; 
the opposite shore was strongly defended by the fortifica- 
tions at Benson's Point ; and strong works were erected 
to protect McGowan's Pass on the road to Harlem and 
the Manhattan ville Pass on the Bloomiiigdale road, be- 
tween which a line of block-houses was thrown up. 

Early in the month of August, a requisition was 
made by Congress for twenty thousand troops, to 
be stationed in and around New York, and the cor- 
poration raised the necessary funds to meet the expense 
under pledge of reimbursement by the general govern- 
ment. Volunteers speedily flocked in from the 
surrounding country, and, on the 1st of September, all 
the artillery and infantry in the city and county were 
consolidated and mustered into the United States service, 
under their own ofBcers, subject to the same rules and 
regulations and receiving the same pay and rations 
as the regular troops. Daniel D. Tompkins, at this time 
governor of the State, and Major-General Morgan Lewis^ 
were the commanders at the post. The whole detached 
division was placed under the command of Majoi'-Gene- 
ral Ebenezer Stevens. Commodore Decatur was 
stationed in the city with a small force of picked men 
to be ready for action by sea or land, and a strong fleet 
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lay in waiting in the harbor. The active duty required 
was performed in turn by the companies with their 
officers, Each company had its parade-ground, where 
the men who quartered at home were drilled for three 
or four hours every morning and afternoon. The bat- 
talions formed twice each week, the regiments once 
a week, and the brigade once in two or three weeks, 
while the whole division under General Stevens had 
three or four parades during their three months' service. 
During this time, the diiTerent regiments encamped in 
turn at Harlem, and guarded the fortifications there 
until relieved by a new corps from the city. 

When, at the close of the campaign of 1814, the 
division was reviewed by Governor Tompkins, it was 
found to consist of more than twenty-three thousand 
men, of whom but five hundred were regulars, while the 
rest were volunteers. The regular army was on the 
northern and western frontier, repelling the attacks of 
the British and Indians, and New York had none but 
her own sons to depend upon for safety. Happily, their 
protection was not needed. The battle of New Orleans 
virtually closed the war. On the 24th of December, 
1814, a treaty of peace had been concluded at Ghent, and 
signed by the commissioners of both nations. Strangely 
enough, no mention was made in this treaty of the 
causes which had led to the war — the encroachments 
upon American commerce and the right of search and 
impressment, but the former had ceased with the conclu- 
sion of the war with France, while Great Britain had 
quietly abandoned the practice of the latter. 

The federalists having now the ascendency in the 
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State, in March, 1815, De Witt Clinton was removed 
from the mayoralty and John Ferguson appointed in 
his stead. Ferguson was at this time the naval officer 
of the customs. Being incapacitated by law from hold- 
ing both offices, he resigned the new appointment in the 
ensuing June, and Jacob RadclifF, who had already acted 
as mayor in the last interregnum of Clinton's civic 
administration, was appointed in his stead, while John 
Ogden Hoffman was at the same time superseded in the 
recordership by Richard Riker. In the same year, the 
time of the charter elections was changed from Novem- 
ber to April. The election of this year was warmly 
contested, and resulted in favor of the federalists, who 
carried six wards as in the previous election. 

In the charter election of 1816, the republicans 
for the first time adopted the name of Democrats, an 
appellation which was for some time confined only to 
the party in the city. In this election, they achieved 
a signal triumph, carrying six wards out of the ten and 
effectually routing the opposite party. This result was 
repeated in the election of 1817. 

From this time, the ancient federalist party steadily 
declined, while new factions rose from its ruins, and allied 
themselves with off-shoots from the republican party. The 
issues that gave rise to these divisions are too compli- 
cated for any but a political history of the times ; leav- 
ing all details of this nature, therefore, to those to whom 
it properly belongs, wo shall briefly make mention of 
the questions of the day, and outline the career of the 
rival parties. 

At this time, the republican party was divided into the 
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two great divisions of Madisonians and Clintonians. To 
the former belonged the greater part of the Tammany 
party, familiarly known as " bucktails," from the deer's 
tail worn as an emblem in their caps by one of the orders 
of the society — an appellation by which the whole sec- 
tion of the party opposed to Clinton afterward came to 
be known. Of this party, Martin Van Buren became 
the most prominent leader.* 

The state election of 1818 placed De Witt Clinton in 
the governmental chair by the imanimous vote of all 
the parties in the field. In the charter election, there 
was less mianimity. The First, Second, and Third wards 
were won by the federalists without opposition, the 
Clintonians can-icd the Fourth Ward by a small majority, 
and the remaining six wards were won by the bucktail 
party. The republicans being again in the ascendency 
in the State, Radcliff was removed from the mayoralty, 
and Cadwallader D. Golden, grandson of the former 
lieutenant-governor of that name, of the Clintonian 
section, was appointed in his stead, Governor Clinton 
giving the casting vote necessary to secure his election 
in the Council of Appointment. In the following year, 
Richard Rikcrwas removed from the office of Recorder, 
and Peter A. Jay appointed in his stead. 

Tiic charter election was won by large majorities by 
the bucktails ; the federalists carrying only the First and 



» Tbe section of the republican party opposed to De Witt Clinton originated as 
earlvag 1806 in the "Martllng men," who look their name from their place of meet, 
inc at Martllng's Long Room, on the site of the Tract House. Tammany Hall, which 
was built in 1811, aftecward became the rendeivoua of theMadisonians, wbencethe 
sofition derived the name of the Taumianj party. 
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Second wards entire and electing the alderman of the 
Third. 

The charter election of 1820 resulted in a still more 
decided victory to the bucktails, who carried all the 
wards in the city, the Second alone excepted, for the 
first time electing an alderman in the First Ward. The 
State elections of the fall for the members of the Legis- 
lature resulted also in their favor, and, having thus suc- 
ceeded in gaining a majority in the Council of Appoint- 
ment, they removed Golden from the mayoralty to make 
room for Stephen Allen, and restored the recordership 
to their favorite, Richard Riker. 

At the municipal election of 1821, the bucktails, now 
known as the republicans, a name to which both they 
and the Chntonians laid claim, succeeded in electing their 
candidates in aU except the First and Second wards. 
Their success in the following election was still more 
decisive ; and their candidates were elected in every 
ward without opposition or by large majorities. 

In the charter election held in November, 1823, a 
new division arose in the politics of the city. The 
ancient federalists were well-nigh extinct ; and the chief 
point at issue was the nomination of a successor to 
James Monroe, now on the eve of quitting the presi- 
dency. William H. Crawford, Henry Clay, Andrew 
Jackson, John Quincy Adams, and John C. Calhoun 
were presented by their respective cliques as candidates 
for the nomination ; and this competition excited new 
party differences. Another question that arose at this 
time was in respect to the appointment of electors ■ a 
portion of the people advocating the existing system by 
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which they were appointed by the Legislature ; and 
others urging that this law should be repealed and the 
choice of the electors submitted directly to the people. 
The bucktail party, styled by its antagonists the 
" Albany Regency," which supported Crawford, avowed 
itself in favor of the existing system, while the friends 
of the other candidates, fusing on the point at issue 
under the name of the '■' people's party," united in 
urging the repeal of the law. The charter election was 
closely contested, and resulted in the election of five 
aldermen and six assistants on the people's ticket, 
thus giving to the party a majority. In the course of 
the year, the power of appointment of the mayor was 
transferred from the Council of Appointment at Albany, 
to the city corporation, who soon after superseded 
Stephen Allen in the mayoralty by the appointment of 
WiUiam Paulding, the former competitor of Golden. 
Richard Riker was also removed from the reoordership 
to make room for Samuel Jones ; tlien restored to the 
office in the following year. 

In the elections of the two following years, the poli- 
ties of the city were strangely complicated. N"ew 
factions sprung into existence, and independent candi- 
dates were put in nomination. The people's party 
retained its ascendency in the election of 1824 ; in the 
following . year the republicans regained their power, 
electing their candidates in a. majority of the wards. 
Since the last election the Eleventh and Twelfth Wards 
had been added to the city. In the course of the year, 
William Paulding was removed from the mayoralty, and 
Philip Hone, a native-born citizen and a federalist of 
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the old school, appointed in his stead ; not from any 
influence of his party in the council, but in consequence 
of a quarrel between the friends of Paulding and "Wil- 
liam P. Van Ness, the candidates of the rival democratic 
factions. 

Having thus glanced briefly at the political fluctuations 
of the city during the first quarter of the century, we will 
resume the narration of the events of general interest 
which transpired subsequently to the termination of the 
war of 1812. This war left the country in an impover- 
ished condition, but commerce soon began rapidly to 
revive ; so rapidly, indeed, that the umiatural growth 
brought on a commercial crisis in 1818-19, which oc- 
casioned many failures and much suffering. 

In 1817, the first regular line of packet ships to Liv- 
erpool — the "Black Ball Line" — was established by 
Isaac Wright and Son, Francis Thompson, Benjamin 
Marshall, and Jeremiah Thompson. This line consisted 
of four ships from four to five hundred tons — the Pacific, 
Amity, William Thompson, and James Cropper, which 
sailed regularly on the first day of every month. The 
"Red Star Line" was next established by Byrnes, 
Trimble, & Co., with four ships, the Manhattan, Hercules, 
Panthea, and Meteor. These sailed on the 24th of each 
nu>nth. About six months after, the proprietors of the 
" Black Ball Line " added four more ships to their line 
to sail on the 16th of each month, which were soon 
after followed by the establishment of the "Swallow 
Tail Line " by Messrs. Fish, Grinnel & Co., and Thad- 
deus Phelps & Co., consistmg of four ships, to sail on 
the 8ih of each month, thus making a fleet of sixteen 
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packets, with a weekly departure. This was a desidera- 
tum which the citizens had had an opportunity to learn 
to appreciate ; aa, previously to this, the departures of the 
European packets had been very irregular and had occa- 
sioned much inconvenience to merchants and travellers. 

On the 11th of July, 1818, the remains of Gen. 
Richard Montgomery, the hero of Quebec, were trans- 
ferred from their Canadian resting-place to the city, and 
deposited with military honors beneath the mural tomb 
in the front of St. Paul's Chapel, which had been erected 
to his memory in 1776 by order of the Continental 
Congress. Montgomery, though of Irish parentage, was 
allied to many of the prominent families of the city, 
through his marriage with the sister of Chancellor Liv- 
ingston, and this transfer of his remains occasioned a 
lively interest among tbe people. 

In 1819, the first Savings Bank^the institution now 
located in Bleecker street — was organized under the 
auspices of Thomas Eddy, Dr. John Griscom, John 
Pintard, and other well-known citizens, and opened in 
the basement of the New York Institution, once the 
Alms House, in Chambers street, with William Bayard 
as its first president. 

The charter of the United States Bank, granted in 
1791 through the efforts of Hamilton, had expired in 
1811 by its own hmitation, and, after endeavoring in vain 
to procure its renewal, the friends of the banking system, 
in 1812, applied to the IsVw York Legislature for a 
charter for a proposed " Bank of America," in the city 
of New York, with a capital of six millions, five millions 
to be subscribed at their option by the stockholders of 
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the deceased United States Bank. This measure, which 
was warmly supported by the federalists as well as by a 
section of the republican party, was as zealously opposed 
by Governor Tompkius, who, finding the bill likely to 
pass both houses, prorogued the Legislature for sixty 
days, in the hope, by gaining time, to secure its defeat. 
But this delay availed him nothing ; the Legislature, on 
reassembling, made it its first business to incoi-porate 
the bank, the capital of which was subsequently reduced 
to four millions. The City Bank, with a capital of two 
miUions, and the New York Kanufacturmg Company, 
the ancestor of the Phcenix Bank, with a capital of one 
million two hundred thousand, were also incorporated 
during the same session by the Legislature. These were 
followed by a new National Bank, chartered in 1816 for 
twenty years, with a capital of thirty-five millions, a 
branch bank of which was established in New York, in 
Wall street. 

In 1819, the city was visited by the yellow fever, 
which soon disappeared, to return with increased violence 
in 1823, when its reappearance excited universal conster- 
nation. This time, the disease broke out in a new 
quarter. Hitherto, it had invariably made its first 



appearance 



on the eastern side of the town ; it now 



cemmenced in Rector street, near the North River — a 
neighborhood which had always been peculiarly healthy, 
and confined its ravages to that quarter of the city. 
Although the fever had visited the city so often that it 
might almost have been considered a naturalized disease, 
with the appearance of which the citizens had grown 
familiar through habit, it seemed this year to be regarded 
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with especial consternation. All who could, Hed the city ; 
the banks and custom house were removed to Greenwich 
village, the streets below the Park, comprising the 
infected district, were walled up, and all intercourse with 
them strictly prohibited, and the residents therein who 
were unwilling to quit their homes were forcibly removed 
by the Board of Health. For a time, business was 
entirely suspended, and the city wore the aspect of 
absolute solitude, broken only by the rumbling of the 
hearses, and the shadows of the nurses who remained to 
watch the dying and care for the burial of the dead. 
But these precautions tended greatly to check the ra- 
vages of the disease. From the commencement of the 
fever, on the 17th of June, to its disappearance, on the 
2d of November, the deaths numbered but two hun- 
dred and forty, being far less than in most of its pre- 
vious visitations. The quarantine, established at Staten 
Island in 1821, soon checked the periodical recurrence 
of the disease, which appeared for the last time during 
this summer. 

In the summer of 1824, news was received that Gene- 
ral Lafayette was on his way to New York, and the 
corporation at once prepared to welcome him as the 
guest of the city upon his arrival. The idol of the whole 
country, he was especially such of the city of New York, 
made up in great part of the so-called " French party," 
which had sympathized warmly with France in the 
struggle for independence, headed in the first place 
by Lafayette ; which had denounced the neutrality 
of the American government as cowardly and dis- 
honorable, and which let no opportunity slip for 



dbyGoogle 



CITY OF NEW YORK. 715 

demonstrating its attachment to France, and its corres- 
ponding detestation of her rival, Great Britain. Not 
less was he beloved by the opposite party — the friend of 
Hamilton, the adopted brother of Washington, the 
favorite of all his companions in arms, he had won 
golden opinions from all ranks and parties by his frank- 
ness and valor in the American Revolution, and his visit 
was a continuous march of triumph throughout the 
country. On Sunday, the 15th of August, he arrived in 
the ship Cadmus, and landed on Staten Island, where he 
remained till the nest day at the residence of Daniel D. 
Tompkins, at this time Vice-President of the United 
States. On Monday, he was escorted up to the city by 
a largo naval procession, and landed at Castle Garden 
amid the ringing of bells, the salutes of artillery and the 
shouts of the enthusiastic multitude, assembled to wel- 
come the guest of the nation. From the Battery, he 
was escorted to the City Hall, where he was welcomed 
by the corporation, assembled there to receive him, and 
congratulated by Mayor Paulding on his safe arrival, 
then conducted to Bunker's Mansion House, where free 
quarters had been provided for him and his suite. Dur- 
ing his stay in the city, he visited the navy yard, fortifi- 
cations and public institutions, and held a daily levee in 
thfe City Hall, where he was waited upon by thousands 
of the citizens. At his departure, he was escorted by a 
large detachment of troops to Kingsbridge, whence he 
set out for his proposed tour through the States. The 
beginning was but the augury of the future. Every- 
where, the same welcome and the same festivities awaited 
him, and when he returned to New York in September. 
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1825, having accomplished a tour through the whole 
country in the space of thirteen months, despite his 
himencss and his eighty-six years, the citizens bade adieu 
to him in a fete at Castle Garden which surpassed any- 
thing of the liind before witnessed in the country. 

The year 1825 witnessed the completion of a public 
worlc to which the city owes much of its present import- 
ance — the Erie Canal. This gigantic enterprise grew out 
of the Western Inknd Locit Navigation Company, incor- 
porated in 1792, with fifty members, for the purpose of 
improving the navigation of the Mohawli River and of 
opening a communication by canal to Seneca Lake and 
Lake Ontario. Of this company. General Philip Schuy- 
ler was president, and Barcnt Bleecker, Jeremiah John- 
son and Elkanah Watson of Albany, with Thomas Eddy 
and Walter Bowne of Hew York, the most active mem- 
bers. The Northern Inland Lock Navigation Company 
was also organized about the same time for the purpose 
of opening a communication between the Hudson River 
and Lake Champlain. The route in qu'estion was care- 
fully surveyed by Mr. Weston, a civil engineer from 
England, in company with Thomas Eddy ; and their 
reports, added to a tour of observation made by himself 
in 1800 through the western part of the State, suggested 
to Gouvemeur Morris, who was actively interested in 
the enterprise, the idea of a canal from the Hudson River 
to Lake Erie. The proposal attracted general attention ; 
the aid of the federal government was solicited in the 
matter, and, failing to obtain this, a resolution calling 
attention to the subject was introduced into the State 
Legislature, in 1808, by Joshua Forman, of Onondaga 
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County, and i the surveyor-general directed to have the 
route in question explored and surveyed, the sum of sis 
hundred dollars being appropriated for the purpose, 
The survey was made by James Geddes, and a report 
of it furnished to the surveyor-general in 1809. On the 
13th of March of the following year, the subject was 
brought up in the Senate by Jonas Piatt, and De Witt 
Clinton, at this time a member of the Senate, was 
induced to give his support to the measure. From this 
time, dates the interest of Clinton in the canal ; and, 
though he was not the original projector of the scheme, 
it may safely be aSirmed that to bis practical talent, his 
indomitable energy and his obstinate perseverance is due 
the successful termination of the stupendous work — the 
giant of canals and the pride of the Empire State. 
Through his influence, the project was received with 
favor in the Senate, and a committee appointed con- 
sisting of Gouverneur Morris, Stephen Van Rensselaer, 
William North, Thomas Eddy, Peter B. Porter, Robert 
R. Livingston, and Robert Fulton, of which Morris was 
chairman, to survey the track of the canal, take levels, 
make estimates and form plans. In 1811, a report was 
furnished in behalf of the committee by Gouverneur 
Morris, accompanied with a finely executed map of the 
wJiole route ; upon the receipt of which, a bill was 
brought into the Legislature by Clinton and passed on 
the 8th of April, vesting the canal commissioners with 
full executive power in respect to the navigation between 
the Hudson and the Lakes — and now the struggle began. 
The war, breaking out almost immediately, greatly 
retarded the progress of the work. The magnitude ol' 
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the undertaking startled the citizens, many of whom 
sneered at it as visionary, and termed it, in derision, 
"Clinton's big ditch;" and the opponents of Clinton 
made of the scheme a political issue, and thus strength- 
ened the opposition by the prejudice of party. Clinton 
and Morris, after vainly soliciting aid from the national 
government, appealed for assistance to individual States, 
and, aided by their friends, struggled long and earneatly 
for the success of the enterprise. How much the public 
expression of sympathy in the city of New York contri- 
buted to the ultimate success of their endeavors will best 
be told in Clinton's own words. " At the conmience- 
"ment of the year 1816," says he, in his reply to the 
New York Address, " a few individuals held a consulta- 
" tion in the city of New York, for the purpose of call- 
" ing the public attention to the contemplated Western 
"and Northern Canals. The difficulties to be sur- 
" mounted were of the most formidable aspect. The 
" State, in consequence of her patriotic exertions during 
"the war, was considerably embarrassed in her finances; 
" a current of hostility had set in against the project; 
" and the preliminary measures, however well intended, 
"ably devised or faithfully executed, had unfortunately 
" increased instead of allaying prejudice. And such was 
" the weight of these and other considerations, that the 
" plan was generally viewed as abandoned. Experience 
" evinces that it is much easier to originate a measure 
"successfully, than it is to revive one which has already 
"been unfavorably received. Notwithstanding those 
"appalling obstacles, which were duly considered, a 
"public meeting was called, of which William Bayard 
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" was chairman and John Pintard secretary ; a memorial 
"in favor of the canal policy was read and approved, 
" and a correspondent spirit, which induced the Legisla- 
" ture to pass a law authorizing surveys and examina- 
"tions, took place in every part of the State." 

On the 17tli of April, 1816, a law was passed, appoint- 
ing a board of commissioners with authority to lay ont 
the track of the canals, and appropriating twenty 
thousand dollars for the purpose. De Witt Clinton was 
appointed president of the board, then removed from 
the office in 1824, in direct opposition to the wishes of 
the friends of the undertaking. On the 10th of March, 
1817, the commissioners presented an elaborate report 
of their proceedings to the Legislature ; and on the 
17th of April, 1817, a law was passed amid the most 
strenuous opposition, providing funds for the construc- 
tion of a grand canal, three hundred and sixty-three 
miles in length, with a surface of forty feet in breadth, 
declined to eighteen feet at the bottom, and containing 
a depth of four feet of water, sufficient for convey- 
ing vessels of more than one hundred tons burden, 
which should connect the waters of the Great Lakes 
with the Atlantic ocean, and form, next to the great 
wall of China, the longest line of continued labor in the 
world. 

On the 4th of July, 1817, the ground was first broken 
for the canal by James Richardson, on the middle section 
in the vicinity of Rome, and from this date the work did 
not cease for a single day until its completion in 1820. 
On the 22d of October, 1819, the first boat sailed on I'ao 
Brie canal from Rome to Utica, with De Witt Clinton 
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then governor of the State, Chancellor Livingston, Gen, 
S. Van Rensselaer, and a large party of friends of the 
enterprise on board. This was a passenger-boat, named 
the Chief Engineer, in compliment to Benjamin Wright, 
and was dragged by a single horse. 

The work completed, the city of New York was 
naturally selected as the most suitable place for the 
canal celebration. On the morning of the 26th of 
October, 1825, the first flotilla of canal-boats left Buffalo 
for New York, where the intelligence of its departure 
was received one hour and twenty minutes after by the 
sound of cannon stationed along the line. The answer 
was returned in the same time ; and thus, in less than 
three hours, Buffalo had spoken to New York and 
received a reply. In our days of telegraphs, this seems 
slow conversation ; but the electric wire had not then 
girdled the earth, and this rapid transmission of news 
seemed almost a miracle. 

On the 4th of November, at about five o'clock in the 
morning, the fleet, consisting of the Chancellor Living- 
ston, in which were Clinton and his party, with a long 
line of canal packet-boats in tow, arrived at New York 
and anchored near the State Prison at Greenwich, amid 
the ringing of bells and the salutes of artillery. Here 
they were met by the steamship Washington, with a 
deputation from the Common Council on board, to con- 
gratulate the company on their arrival from Lake Erie. 
The fleet soon after weighed anchor, and, rounding the 
Battery, proceeded up the Bast River to the Navy Yard, 
where salutes were fired, and the visitors were met by 
the corporation. Here a grand naval procession was 
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formed, consisting of nearly all the vessels in port, 
gaily decked with colors of all nations, and escorted to 
the United States schooner Dolphin, moored within 
Sandy Hook, where the great ceremony of the day was 
to be performed. The actors in the programme having 
entered the schooner, the vessels in the procession 
formed a circle about the spot, and Clinton poured a keg 
of the fresh water of Lake Brie into the waves, thus 
wedding the inland seas with the Atlantic ocean. Pol- 
lowing in his footsteps. Dr. Mitchill poured into the 
waves waters which he had gathered from every zone — 
from the Ganges and the Indus, the Nile and the 
Gambia, the Thames, the Seine, the Rhine and the 
Danube, the Mississippi and Columbia, the Orinoco, the 
Plate and the Amazon, in token of the varied commerce 
which would gather about the island, destined to become 
the commercial centre of the world. On the land, the 
celebration was not less imposing. A civic procession 
four and a half miles in length, numbering nearly seven 
thousand persons, paraded with banners and music 
through the principal streets of the city, then proceeded 
to the Battery to meet the corporation on their return 
from Sandy Hook. A magnificent display of fireworks 
was given in the evening in the Park, the public and 
private buildings were illuminated, and the whole city 
wore an air of festivity. Not a single accident occurred 
to mar the harmony of the day, and the Erie Canal 
celebration may justly be ranked as one of the most 
successful pageants ever witnessed in the city. 

Governor Clinton did not long enjoy his triumph, but 
expired suddenly of disease of the heart while sitting in 
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his library on the 11th of February, 1828. The news 
of his decease occasioned deep grief in the city of which 
he had been the greatest benefactor. Suitable public 
testimonials of respect were offered by the corporation 
to his memory, and, on the Canal anniversary of 1853, 
a colossal bronze statue of him, executed by H. K. Brown, 
of Brooklyn, to the order of several private citizens of 
New York, was set up with appropriate ceremonies in 
Greenwood Cemetry. Mr. Clinton was twice married ; 
first, to Miss Maria Franklin, daughter of an eminent 
merchant of the city, by whom he had seven sons and 
three daughters ; and lastly, to Miss Catherine Jones, 
daughter of Dr. Thomas Jones of New York, who sur- 
vived him. 
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Gas Compaoies— The Itnlian Opera— Jontnatism in the city— Great Fire of 1S35— Com' 
meroial Panic in 1837— The Croton Aqnednct — Astor Place OperaHouse Blot — Crjital 
Palace- PosJtJon of Affaira in 1855. 

NoK was the Erie Canal — a work, of all others, rele- 
vant to the history of the city, to the growth of which 
it has contributed so largely — the only public improve- 
ment that sprung into existence during the year 1825 ; 
gas-pipes, joint-stock companies, the opera, the Sunday 
press, and the Merchants' Exchange, all made their first 
advent in the great metropolis in the course of the same 
year. 

First, of the introduction of gas into the city. Hitherto, 
tlje streets had been dimly lighted with oil ; and though 
efforts had been made to substitute something better, 
and experiments had even been made in the Park with 
gas-hghts as early as the summer of 1812, nothing defi- 
nite was done until March, 1823, when the New York 
Gas Light Company was incorporated with a capital of 
$1,000,000, with the privilege of supplying all that part 
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of the city south of Canal and Grand streets. In May, 
1825, it commenced the proposed improvement hy laying 
gas-pipes in Broadway on both sides of the street, from 
Canal street to the Battery. From these, they were 
gradually extended over the southern part of the island, 
though for years the city presented a checkered appear- 
ance, with one block dimly lighted by the ancient oil- 
lamps, and the next brilliantly illuminated from the 
works of the new gas company. In 1830, the improve- 
ment was extended to the northern part of the island by 
the incorporation of the Manhattan Gas Light Company, 
with a capital of $500,000, for the purpose of supplying 
the upper part of the city, not included within the limits 
of the New York Company. The innovation soon grew 
into favor ; both companies have been eminently success- 
ful, and at the present day, nearly the whole of New 
York Island is veined with a net-work of pipes, both of 
gas and water, bringing the two elements into the homes 
of the citizens, ready to gush forth at the touch of the 
obedient faucet. 

Not so beneficial in their results were the joint-stock 
companies, which, following in the lead of the specula- 
tive fever which was raging at this time so fiercely in 
England, rose only to lead an ephemeral existence, and 
to fall again in the course of the following year with a 
terrible crash, involving the all of thousands in a com- 
mon ruin. The histoi-y of these is of too recent a date to 
be classed as yet among histoi-ical facts, nor would our 
limits permit it, were we disposed for the investigation ; 
it suffices to say that the commercial panic of 1826, 
brought on by the failure of numerous joint-stock com- 
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panics, some under the control of fraudulent stock-job- 
bers, and others of visionary enthusiasts, honest in 
purpose, yet misled themselves and misleading others by 
the babble of colossal fortunes, built up in a day by a 
fortunate stroke, destroyed, for a time, all confidence in 
business, and utterly paralyzed the commerce of the city. 
But this state of affairs was of short duration ; business 
gradually revived on a surer basis, the public lost confi- 
dence in the lotteries, bogus banks, and kindred schemes 
with which the whole country had previously been flooded, 
and the chaos resulted in good to the whole community. 
This year witnessed the first effort to introduce the 
Italian opera to the shores of the New World. The 
theatre was already a fixed institution.; the stage ot the 
old Park Theatre had witnessed the performances of 
Cooke, Kcan, Cooper, Booth, Wallack, Conway. Math- 
ews and many others ; Incledon, Braham, Phillips and 
other vocalists had also been received with favor by the 
New York public ; yet no attempt had been made at 
operatic performances. In 1825, the Garcia troupe 
arrived, and, on the 29th of November, made their first 
appearance at the Park Theatre in the opera of "II 
Barbiere di Seviglia," in which Signorina Garcia, after- 
ward the celebrated Malibran, then but seventeen years 
of age, made her d&but before the American public, and 
was received with unbounded enthusiasm. The genius 
of the great artist was quickly recognized, and the press 
of the city teemed with her praises. The first opera 
was continued for thirty consecutive nights, then replaced 
by others with equal success. She afterward appeared 
in English opera at the Bowery Theatre, opened for the 
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first time in October, 1826, where she received ten 
thousand dollars for seventeen nights' performances. But 
the attempt was premature ; the country was still too 
young to afford the necessary encouragement to art, and, 
finding their success not commensurate with their wishes, 
the artists determined, after two years' trial, to abandon 
the enterprise, and, in 1827, set sail for France, where 
the youthful prima donna won herself a world-wide 
reputation as the acknowledged Queen of Song, then 
expired in the midst of her triumph, at the early age of 
twenty-eight. Other attempts to establish the Italian 
Opera on a permanent basis soon followed with like 
success. Palmo, with a choice troupe of artists and a 
tasteful little Opera House, seemed likely for a time to 
succeed, but was forced at last to abandon the enterprise. 
The Astor Place Opera House, built in 1848, bore the 
stamp of failure from its very foundation, and, passing 
in 1852 into the hands of Donetti, was converted into a 
menagerie ; then, in 1854, was purchased by the Mer- 
cantile Library Association and transformed into the 
present Clinton Hall. The Academy of Music was 
opened in 1855, and, after repeated failures, Max Maret- 
zek succeeded in naturahzing the Italian opera within 
its walls. It was burned on the night of May 21, 1866, 
together with the Medical College in Fourteenth street, 
but was immediately rebuilt, and was formally reopened 
by a masked ball, March 1, 1867, 

This was also the epoch of the introduction of marble 
as a building material. Marbles abounded of every 
shade and texture, and of a fineness unsurpassed by any 
ui the Old "World, yet so strong was the prejudice exist- 
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ing against them that when the American Museum, the 
first marble-fronted building in the city after the City 
Hall, was built in 1824, not a workman could be per- 
suaded to put up the edifice, and, as a last resort, a con- 
vict was pardoned out of the State Prison at Sing Sing 
on condition that he would perform the work. This 
museum was built by John Scudder, who removed his 
collection thither from the rooms which he had formerly 
occupied in the New York Institution. It remained in 
his hands and those of his heirs until 1840, when it was 
purchased by P.T. Barnum, who soon after added to it 
the collection of Pe ale's New York Museum, 'located in 
Broadway near the corner of Murray street, which had 
been purchased of the proprietor in 1838 by the New 
York Museum Company, 

In 1825, the erection of the Merchants' Exchange in 
Wall street was commenced and finished in 1827, when 
the Post-office was removed to the Rotunda, where it 
remained until its destruction by the conflagration of 
1835. The New York University, the Masonic Hall in 
Broadway, nearly opposite the New York Hospital, the 
Arcade in Maiden Lane, and many other buildings of 
more or less interest were also erected about the same 
time. 

The approaching presidential election of 1828, rallied 
the parties together for a new contest. John Quincy 
Adams, the legnant President, was the candidate of the 
National Republicans, the lineal descendants of the old 
federal party; while the pseudo "Albany Regency 
"party," with the republicans at large, supported the 
claims of General Andrew Jackson, the hero of New 
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The New Tort Dniveratj. 

Orleans. The friends of the latter at this time assumed 
the name of Democrats ; a term which had first been 
bestowed on them in derision in the days of the French 
Revolution, and which originated, like most of the parti- 
san names, in Now York city. The city, increased in 
1827 by the addition of two wards, was now again under 
the rule of Mayor Paulding, who had superseded Mayor 
Hone in 1826. The democrats had clearly gained the 
ascendency, and in the charter elections of 1826, '7, '8 
and '9, succeeded in electing a majority in both boards 
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of the Common Council. In the federal election, they 
also obtained the victory, and placed their candidate in 
the presidential chair of the United States. 

This was also the epoch of the anti-masonic excite- 
ment, arising from the abduction and supposed murder, 
in 1826, of William Morgan, a recreant Mason of Bata- 
via, who had threatened to expose the secrets of the fra- 
ternity. This charge was soon converted into a political 
weapon, a combination was formed against the Masons, 
at this time a large and flourishing society, the most 
extravagant rumors of diabolical practices in their secret 
conclaves were put in circulation, and at the elections of 
1827, the people, forgetting the ancient party divisions, 
ranked themselves as Masons or anti-Masons at the polls. 
The persecution of the luckless society was fanatical in 
the extreme ; a number of prominent papers opened a 
crusade against it, public meetings were held at which 
seceders from its ranks denounced it as the sum and sub- 
stance of all wickedness, and a prejudice was excited 
throughout the community which paralyzed it for years, 
and seemed for a time to threaten its existence. Before 
the presidential election, the anti-Masonic colors were 
adopted by the enemies of Jackson, while the democrats 
ranged themselves on the side of the hunted Masons , 
but, though the latter succeeded in electing their candi- 
dates at the polls, their efforts could not save the fated 
society from the unpopularity which long checked its 
growth. The fate of Morgan was never positively 
known ; a body found in Lake Ontario was declared to 
be his by the anti-Masonic party — "a good enough 
Morgan till after the election," the friends of the Masons 
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called it ; and much doubt there was indeed of its iden- 
tity. The society became almost a dead letter, and it 
is only within a few years that it has revived from the 
paralysis and regained its former position. 

In the course of the year 1829, "Walter Bowne, a mer- 
chant of New York, and a prominent politician of the 
democratic party, was appointed mayor in the place of 
William Paulding. Mr. Bowne was a lineal descendant 
of John Bowne, the leader of the Quakers at Flushing, 
who had been imprisoned for his faith by the order of 
Stuyvesant ; then released by the West India Company, 
who would sanction no religious persecution within their 
dominions. 

On the 7th of April, 1830, an amended charter was 
granted to the city, which provided for separate meet- 
ings of the two boards, and excluded the mayor and 
recorder from the Common Council, giving the mayor, 
however, the power of approving or disapproving the 
acts of this body. In the course of the following year, 
the Fifteenth Ward was added to the city. 

New political issues arose on the approach of the pre- 
sidential election of 1832, and with them new divisions 
of party. The workingmen's party, suddenly arising in 
the State election of 1830 to secure for mechanics a lien 
on the buildings which they had erected for the better 
security of their wages and electing Throop as gov- 
ernor, then as suddenly vanishing from existence, had 
not interfered with the charter elections of the city. 
The democrats still preserved their ascendency, electing a 
majority in both boards, though enough national repub- 
licans were found in the city to insure a warm contest 
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at the polls. The first steps toward the organization of 
the whig party were taken by the latter iu 1830, at a 
meeting held in the city of New York, at which Henry 
Clay was nominated to the Presidency. 

The party hnes were now distinctly drawn, and for 
more than twenty years the people continued to be 
divided into the two great sections of Whigs and Demo- 
crats. The former, first adopting their distinctive appel- 
lation in the charter elections of 1833, rallied at first by 
the name of the Clay party under the banners of Henry 
Clay, in favor of a protective tariff together with the 
preservation of a national bank ; the latter supported 
the reelection of Jackson, who had lately doomed this 
bank to dissolution by his veto of the bill passed by Con- 
gress to grant it a new charter in 1836, when the first 
would expire by its own limitation. The democrats 
were everywhere successful, electing Jackson as Presi- 
dent and William L. Marcy as governor of the State, and 
gaining large majorities in both boards of the Common 
Council. In the following year. Mayor Bowne was super- 
seded in the mayoralty by Gideon Lee, a New York mer- 
chant of eastern extraction, notable for having been one 
of the pioneers of the leather business in Ferry street. 

In 1832, New York, now freed from the periodical 
cavages of yellow fever by the strict enforcement of 
quarantine regulations, was visited for the first time by 
the Asiatic cholera, which raged to a fearful extent, 
almost depopulating the city and creating a universal 
panic among the inhabitants. It returned two years 
after, modified in violence, then disappeared entirely 
until 1849, when it broke out early in the summer, and 
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raged fearfully until late in autumn. In 1855, it again 
appeared, nor has it since wholly abandoned the city, 
but remains lurking in its midst, striking down a few 
victims here and there every summer, yet reserving its 
force for some future devastation. 

One of the most important events in the history of this 
era in its bearings upon the city as well as the whole 
country, was the establishment of the penny press ; an 
institution which opened the way for cheap literature, 
and, by placing the daily journals within roach of every 
citizen, disseminated general knowledge, and tended 
emphatically to make of our people what they ai-e now 
acknowledged to be — the greatest reading nation of any 
on the globe. 

At this time, there were about fifty daily, weekly, 
semi-weekly and monthly journals in E"ew York. Fore- 
most among these were the Commercial Advertiser, the 
oldest of the city papers, at this time under the charge 
of Col. William L. Stone ; the Evening Post, edited by 
William Coleman ; the Morning Courier of James Wat- 
son Webb and the New York Enquirer of Mordeeai M. 
Noah, blended in 1829 into the Courier and Enquirer ; 
the Jmirncd of Commerce, commenced in 1827 under the 
editorship of David Hale ; the Standard, edited by John 
I. Mumford, and the Spirit of the Times, just issued by 
William T. Porter. The New York Mirror, edited by 
George P. Morris, in which N. P. WiUis was first attract- 
ing Dublic attention by a series of piquant European 
letters, and tlie Knickerbocker Magazine, commenced in 
1833 under the auspices of Peabody and subsequently 
sold by him to Louis Graylord Clark and Clement M. 
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Old Cbnrcli of the MeEBiah ia Broadway. 

Edson, were the only literary papers of the city. In 
these, Irving, Cooper, Paulding, Bryant, Simms, Fay, 
and a host of others, now well-known veterans in the 
literary world, made their first essays as candidates 
for 'public favor, and won an earnest of their future 
laurels. 

The dailies were sixpenny journals, and were distri- 
buted to regular subscribers. Newsboys were unknown, 
and though, upon the occurrence of some unusual event, 
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a hundred estra copies were sometimes struck oflf iu 
view of a possible outside demand, the chances for the 
sale of these were so hazardous, that few of the dis- 
tributors cared to take the trouble and responsibility of 
ofiet-ing them for sale. On the 29th of October, 1832, 
the NeO} York Globe, a two-cent paper, was issued by 
James Gordon Bennett, the present editor of the Herald, 
who had been for several years connected with the 
Natmial Advocate and the Courier and Enquirer; but 
the experiment proved unsuccessful, and the paper 
expired just one month after the date of its birth. 

The idea of the possibiHty of a penny paper first 
originated in the brain of Dr. Horatio David Sheppard, 
a young medical student, rich in hopes but lacking in 
money, who vainly endeavored to persuade his friends 
of the feasibility of the scheme. Conyinced as he was 
that a spicy journal, offered everywhere by boys at the 
low price of one cent, would be bought up by the crowd 
with avidity, he found the idea scouted by all the jour- 
nahsts of the city to whom he in turn applied, and when 
he finally succeeded in prevailing upon Horace Greeley 
and Francis Story, who were on the point of setting up 
a printing establishment, to print his paper and give him 
credit for a week, he could only secure their cooperation 
by fixing the price at two cents per copy. On the 1st 
of January, 1833, he issued the Morning Post, his pro- 
jected paper, in the midst of a violent snow-storm, which 
checked the sale and disheartened the few newsffoys 
engaged in the enterprise. At the end of the first 
week, he met the promised payment, during the second, 
his receipts scarcely covered half his expenses, and at the 
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expiration of the third, the young printers, themselves 
almost destitute of capital, finding him wholly unable to 
meet his engagements, were compelled to refuse him 
further credit, and thus to stop the publication of the 
paper. Discouraged at hia ill success. Dr. Sheppard 
abandoned the ranks of journalism and returned to his 
profession. 

The idea fell into other hands. On the 3d of Septem- 
ber, 1833, Benjamin H. Day, who, in 1829, had com- 
menced the publication of the Daily Sentinel, which he 
afterward sold to George H. Evans, issued the Sim, the 
first penny paper ever published in New York. He 
soon discovered that he had struck a vein. Sneered at 
and despised by its more pretentious contemporaries, the 
cheapness of the little paper commended it to the mass, 
and in less than a year, its circulation increased to eight 
thousand copies. 

Entering the lists of competition with its powerful 
rivals without subscribers, and the acknowledged organ 
of no party, the proprietor of the new journal struck 
upon the method for insuring its circulation first projected 
by Sheppard, and, advertising for boys to work for him 
at two dollars per week, dispatched them with a 
hundred and twenty-five copies each to different parts 
of. the city to ery the papers for sale to the passers-by, 
with a promise of more at a reduced rate as soon as 
these should be disposed of In the course of two or 
three hours, the papers were sold, and the boys came 
back for a fresh supply, which was given them at tlie 
rate of nine cents per dozen ;■ and from this period may 
be dated the origin of the race of newsboys, now 



dbyGoogle 



Vila HISTORY OF THE 

naturalized in almost every city in the Union. The 
experiment soon proved successful ; and the boys made 

the business profitable both to themselves and their 
employer. Ere long, the other publishers, taking the 
cue from this success, published an extra edition of their 
papers for the newsboys, while, by way of exchange, 
several of the regular distributors of these, finding that 
the profits of the boys amounted to more than their 
small weekly salaries, set to work to procure subscribers 
to the Sun, and to establish newspaper routes as private 
speculations. 

The most curious fact in the history of this first penny 
journal, was the publication of the celebrated "Moon 
Hoax," or Discoveries in the Moon, written by Richard 
Adams Locke, at that time editor of the Sun and subse- 
quently one of the proprietors of the New Era. This 
paper, which purported to be an account of Sir John 
F. "W. Herschel's discoveries at the Cape of Good Hope, 
taken from the Supplement of the Edinburgh Philosophical 
Journal, was written with every appearance of con- 
sistency. After disarming suspicion by a scientific 
description of an ingeniously-invented telescope by 
which these discoveries had been made, the author pro- 
ceeded to delineate the geographical features and the 
inhabitants of the moon with such graphic power and 
show of probability, that the gravest journals swallowed 
the bait, and took the account as a historical fact, piqued 
as they were at the lucky chance which had thrown the 
earliest intelligence of so important a discovery into the 
hands of the despised penny paper. One journal, 
indeed, gravely assured its readers on the day after the 
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publication in the Sun of the lunar discoveries, that it 
had also received the account by the same mail, and was 
only prevented from publishing it by want of sufficient 
space. The papers throughout the country copied and 
commented on the article, keeping its much despised 
origin as far as possible out of sight, and, in many cases, 
leaving it to be supposed that they themselves had 
copied it from the Edinburgh " Supplement." Sir John 
Horschel was everywhere extolled as the greatest dis- 
coverer of the age, and enthusiasts even began to 
speculate on the possibility of opening a telegraphic 
communication with their newly-descried neighbors. 
The discovery of the hoax excited universal merriment ; 
but the offence was not soon forgotten or forgiven by 
the cheated contemporaries of the paper which had 
issued the canard. In 1838, Mr. Day disposed of the 
Sun establishment to Moses Y. Beach for thirty-eight 
thousand dollars. 

Stimulated by the success of this enterprise, in 1834, 
William J. Stanley, Willoughby Lynde, and Billings 
Hayward, cominenced the publication of a second penny 
paper called the Transcript. This proved tolerably suc- 
cessful, and was continued until 1839. Soon after its 
publication, the Moon was issued by George H. Evans, 
ihe printer and publisher of the WorMng Men's Advocate. 
This, which was also a penny paper, survived but two or 
three years. The fourth penny paper, the Morning Star, 
was published soon after by Lincoln & Simmons ; but 
this proved a failure, as did also the Morning Dis- 
patch, published in 1839, by Day, the former proprietor 
of the Sun, and edited by H. Hastings "Weld. 
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At this time, some of the best known journahsts of 
the present day made their debut in the ranks of their 
profession. On the 22d of March, 1834, Horace Gree- 
ley, Jonas "Winchester, and E. Sibhett, commenced the 
pubhcation of the New Yorker, printed at first on a large 
folio sheet, and afterward in two forms, foho and quarto, 
the former at two and the latter at three dollars a year. 
This paper, though literary in its general character, 
leaned strongly to the side of the whig party. Park 
Benjamin was an occasional contributor to its columns, 
and in 1840 Henry J. Raymond, the present editor of 
the New Yorli Times, then a recent graduate of Burling- 
ton College, Vermont, began his editorial career upon a 
salary of eight dollars per week. On the 6th of May, 
1835, the New YorJc Herald made its appearance as a 
two-cent paper, under the auspices of James Gordon 
Bennett and Anderson k Smith, a printing firm in Ann 
street. A few months after, the office of the paper, 
together with the whole printing estabfishment, was 
destroyed by fire ; upon which Anderson and Smith 
withdrew from the firm, leaving the paper in tlie charge 
of Bennett, who has ever since retained absolute control 
of its columns. In June of the same year, the New 
YorJc Express was first issued by James and Erastus 
Brooks, and on the 10th of April, 1841, the Tribune 
appeared as the avowed organ of the whig party, edited 
by Horace Greeley with the assistance of Henry J. Ray- 
mond. This was a daily penny paper, about one-third 
the size of the present Tribune. In the ensuing July, 
Greeley formed a partnership with. Thomas McElrath^ 
and soon after merged the New Yorker, together with 
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the Log Cabin, a small paper which he had issued during 
the Harrison campaign, into the Weekly Tribune. Ray- 
mond quitted the paper two years after to form a 
connection with the Courier and Enquirer, which he 
maintained for several years ; then, on the 18th of Sep- 
tember, 1851, issued the first number of the iV'. Y. Daily 
Times, at first a penny sheet, which, the following 
year, was doubled in price and size, and thus placed on a 
par with the most prominent of the rival daihes. 

At the time of the estabhshment of the N. Y. Tribune, 
a hundred periodicals and twelve daily papers were 
published in the city of New York. Of these, the 
CmnmerciaJ AdxKrtiser, Courier and Enquirer, New York 
American, Express, and Tribune, supported the whigs ; 
the Evening Post, Journal of Commerce, Sun, and Herald, 
inclined to the democratic party, and the Signal, Star, 
and Tatler were neutral. The Commercial Advertiser, 
was then, as now, the oldest journal in the city, having 
been first issued on the 9th of December, 1793. Next 
was the Evening Post, which, commenced as a federal 
paper in 1800, had, in 1830, espoused the cause of the 
democratic party. 

The year 1835 will long be remembered as the era of 
the most fearful conflagration that ever devastated the 
city of New York. The fire broke out on the night of 
tlie 16th of December, in the lower part of the city. 
The night was intensely cold — colder than any that had 
been known for more than half a century ; the little water 
that could be obtained froze in the fire-hose before it 
could be used, the buildings were mostly old and wooden j 
in short, everything favored the work of destruction. 
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The flames raged fiercely for three days, completGly lay- 
ing waste the business part of the city, and coiismning 
648 houses and stores with $18,000,000 worth of pro- 
perty ; among which were the marble Exchange in Wall 
street, hitherto deemed fire-proof, and the South Dutch 
Church in Garden street. Some buildings were finally 
blown up by gunpowder by order of the mayor, and the 
work of ruin was thus arrested. But the destruction had 
been fearful, and not less terrible were the consequences. 
Unable to meet the heavy demands of the sufferers, the 
insurance companies unanimously suspended payment, 
and the city seemed almost beggared at a blow. 

Close upon this calamity followed the commercial 
distress of the winter of 1837, which succeeded the sus- 
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pension of the United States Bank. For a time, the 
business world seemed utterly paralyzed, bankruptcy 
followed bankruptcy in quick succession, and ere long 
the banks of the State unanimously suspended payment 
for one year, having been authorized to do so by the 
State legislature. But the elasticity of the city was not 
long depressed by these misfortunes, a reaction took 
place before many months had passed, and business 
revived more briskly than before. 

Cornelius W. Lawrence was at this time mayor of the 
city, for the first time elected to the office by the votes 
of the people in April, 1834, in conformity with a recent 
amendment to the State Constitution. Mr, Lawrence 
was the candidate of the democratic party, which still 
retained its ascendency in the politics of the city. Two 
new parties had recently arisen ; the native American, 
whose policy it was to esclude all foreigners from a voice 
in political affairs ; and the equal rights or agrarian 
party, which, crystallizing in 1829 through the influence 
of the lectures of Prances Wright, then on her second 
visit to the country, had grown into a powerful faction, 
and now aspired to the leadership of the democratic 
party, from whose ranks it had first sprung. This name 
was also claimed by the Tammany party. The two fac- 
tions assembled together at the primary meetings at 
Tammany Hall, the acknowledged democratic head- 
quarters, each assuming precedence in the councils of the 
party, and scenes of violence often ensued. A curious 
accident fastened the name of " loco foco" on the friends 
of equal rights, a name which afterward came to be 
applied to the whole democratic party. 
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Loco foco matches — an outgrowth from the phospho- 
rized splinters with their accompanying vial of acid and 
cotton which, m 1825, had superseded the ancient tinder- 
bos, with its flint and steel — had recently come into use 
with the penny newspapers, and were still regarded as a 
novelty by the community at large. At a ratification 
meeting held in Tammany Hall in 1835, at wliich the 
Tammany men, finding themselves in the minority, 
suddenly turned off the gas and left the assembly in 
darkness, a box of the newly invented matches was 
opportunely produced by the opposite party, which was 
henceforth derisively styled "loco foco" by its oppo- 
nents. The faction, however, accepted the name, and, 
idealizing it into an emblem of promptitude, proudly 
wore it as a badge of honor, and it was not long before 
the once despised nickname was adopted and acknow- 
ledged by the whole democratic party. It is a curious 
fact that most if not all of the party appellations which 
have served at various times to distinguish the politics 
of the country first originated in this city — republican, 
federahst, whig, democrat, loco foco, and many more. 

The Sixteenth Ward was created in 1835, as was also 
the Seventeeth during the following year. At the spring 
election of 1837, Aaron Clark was elected mayor by the 
whigs, who also succeeded in gaining majorities in both 
boards of the Common Council. The election of the fol- 
lowing year was attended with the same result, but in 
the spring of 1839, Mr. Clark, who had been for the 
third time nominated by his party to the mayoralty, was 
defeated by Isaac L. Tarian, the candidate of the demo- 
crats, who carried twelve wards out of the seventeen by 
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small majorities. Mr. Yariaii retained his office until 
1841, when he was succeeded by Robert H. Morris, who 
was elected by the still triumphant democratic party. 

On the 23d of April, 1821, the attention of the citizens 
had been aroused by a new event, which was fraught 
with interest to the mercantile portion of the community 
-—the arrival from England of the steamships " Sirius" 
and "Great Western," the first ocean steamers ever as 
yet seen in the harbor of New York. This new bond 
of union between the Old World and the New was hailed 
with an enthusiasm scarcely equalled by that displayed 
on the late announcement of the success of the Atlantic 
cable, and schemes were at once projected by the busy 
speculators for the establishment of a Une of steamers 
between the continents, which were realized a few years 
after by the Cunard and the Collins lines. 

The spring election of 1835 decided another important 
event in the annals of the city. The Manhattan Works 
had long since been voted a failure, but though various 
schemes had been from time to time devised for bringing 
water into the city from the Bronx and various other 
rivers in the suburbs, nothing had been accomplished, 
and the people had been forced to return to the wells 
and pumps of olden times. But the growth of the city 
had now rendered it impossible to be longer delayed, and 
after much consideration, a plan for constructing an 
aqueduct from the Croton River was approved by the 
corporation, and the question of "Water" or "No 
Water" submitted to the people at the following 
election, and decided in the affirmative by a large 
majority, though those were not wanting who bewailed 
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the extravagance of the measure, and thouglit that the 
water which had served their ancestors would answer 
very well for the present generation. The popular ver- 
dict rendered, the Croton Aqueduct was at once com- 
menced at a distance of forty miles from the City Hall 
and about five miles from the Hudson River, wliere a 
dam was thrown across the Croton River, creating a 
pond five miles in length, covering an area of four hun- 
dred acres and containing 500,000,000 gallons of water. 
From this dam, the aqueduct proceeded, now tunnelling 
through solid rocks, then crossing valleys by embank- 
ments and brooks by culverts until it reached the Harlem 
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River, which it crossed by the magnificent High Bridge, 
built of stone, 1,450 feet long, with fourteon piers, eight 
of eighty feet and six of fifty feet span, one hundred and 
fourteen feet above tide water to the top, at a cost of 
$900,000. From this bridge, at the foot of One Hun- 
dred and Seventy-fourth street, the aqueduct proceeded 
to the Receiving Reservoir at the corner of Eiglity-sixth 
street and Sixth Avenue, covering thirty-five acres, and 
containing 150,000,000 gallons, whence the water was 
conveyed to the Distributing Reservoir on Murray Hill, 




F fth A\ tQno IjctwBcn Fortieth and Porty-aecood Streela. 



of a capacity of 21,000,000 gallons, and thence distri- 
buted by means of iron pipes through the city. The 
work progressed rapidly. On the 4th of July, 1842, the 
water was let into the reservoir, and the event was cele- 
brated by an imposing procession. But these immense 
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reservoirs have since grown too small for the increasing 
wants of the city ; and a mammoth reservoir has since 
been constructed in the Central Park of a capacity ex- 
ceeding any other in existence. 

Next came the Magnetic Telegraph, first opened to 
the New Yorkers through the New York, Philadelphia 
and Washington line, constructed in 1845 — the second 
in the United States, the first having been constructed 
in 1844 between "Washington and Baltunore. In the 
following year, a line was opened between Boston and 
Now York, and another the year after, between New 
York and Albany. Others followed in quick succession, 
and New York was soon placed within speaking distance 
of the chief cities of the Union. 

On the 19th of July, 1845, another great fire, second 
only in its ravages to that of 1835, broke out in New 
street in the vicinity of "Wall, and burned in a southerly 
direction to Stone street, laying waste the entire district 
between Broadway and the eastern side of Broad street, 
and consuming several million dollars' worth of pro- 
perty. The explosion of a saltpetre warehouse in Broad 
street during this conOagration, gave rise to the vexed 
question, "Will saltpetre explode?" which furnished 
food for some research and much merriment to the 
savans of the day. 

In 1844, James Harper was elected mayor of the city 
by the native American party, aided by the support of a 
large number of whigs. In the elections of the two fol- 
lowing years, the democrats were triumphant, electing 
William F. Havemeyer and A. H. Mickle to the mayor- 
alty. In 1847, the whigs regained the ascendency, elect- 
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ing their candidate, William T. Brady. The following 
year, William P. Havemeyer was reelected by his party. 
In the April election of 1849, the whigs were again suc- 
cessful, electing Caleb S, WoodhuU as mayor, and gain- 
ing a majority in both boards of the Common Council. 
In 1849, an amended charter was granted to the city, by 
which the day of the charter election was changed from 
the second Tuesday in April to the day of the general 
State election in November, the term of office to com- 
mence on the first Monday of the ensuing January. By 
the provisions of this charter, which was to take effect 
on the first of June, 1849, the Mayor and Aldermen 
were to hold their offices for two years, while the Assist- 
ant Aldermen were to be elected annually as before. 
The city at this time consisted of eighteen wards, an 
additional one having been erected in 1845. Another 
was added in 1851, and the number was increased to 
twenty during the course of the following year. 

The mayoralty of Caleb S. Woodhull was marked by 
the occurrence of the Astor Place Opera riot, an event 
which created as much excitement as did the notorious 
Doctors' Mob in its day. The native American party 
was at this time powerful in the city, and a strong pre- 
judice existed among the populace against every one 
branded with the stamp of foreign birth. To enter into 
a discussion of the causes or the justice of this hostility, 
would transcend the limits of the present work ; it suf- 
fices to say that, at this crisis, the open rivalry between 
Edwin Forrest, the favorite American tragedian, and the 
English actor, Macready, was made the occasion for a 
popular outbreak, and that, on the night of the 10th of 



dbyGoogle 



750 



HISTORY OF THE 



May, 1849, while the latter was performing Macbethjn 
compliatice with an invitation, at the newly-erected 
Astor Place Opera-house, the mob surrounded the 
building and attempted to hinder the performance of the 
play. A scene of violence ensued ; the mob, incensed by 
opposition, threatened to burn the building, and the 
mayor was finally compelled, as a last resort, to call out 
the military and order them to fire npon the rioters. 
The volley was succeeded by a sharp encounter, in which 
the mob assailed the soldiers in turn, wounding ncai'ly 
one hundred and fifty of their number, and the contest 
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did not end until several valuable lives had been sacri- 
ficed and a best of bitter feelings engendered which time 
has not yet been able to efface. 

On the expiration of his term of office, Mayor Wood- 
hull was succeeded by Ambrose C. Kingsland, the candi- 
date of the whig party. Many local events and changes 
occurred about the same time, which are of too recent a 
date to require more than a brief notice at our hands. 
Among these were the visit of Jenny Lind to the United 
States, and her first appearance in Castle Garden on the 
Vth of September, 1850, the subsequent visits of Parodi, 
Catherine Hayes, Sontag, Grisi and many other Euro- 
pean celebrities ; the new municipal regulations imposed 
by the amended city charter of 1849, the trial of the 
caloric ship Ericsson, the Grinnell expedition to the 
Arctic regions, and the arrival of the Hungarian patriot, 
Louis Kossuth, on the 5th of December, 1851. 

At the November election of 1852, Jacob A. Wester- 
velt was elected mayor by the democratic party. During 
the ensuing session of the Legislature, the city charter 
was again amended in some important particulars, among 
which was the institution of a Board of Councilmen, 
composed of sixty members, to be chosen respectively 
from the sixty districts into which the Common Council 
was directed to apportion the city, in the place of the 
long-standing Board of Assistant Aldermen. 

The chief event which characterized the administrati.on 
of Mayor "Westervelt, was the opening of the World's 
Fair for the Exhibition of the Industry of all Nations, on 
the 14th of July, 1853, at the Crystal Palace in Reser- 
voir Square, near the Distributing Reservoir of the 
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Crotoii Aqueduct. The fairy-like Greek cross of glass, 
bound together with withes of iron, with its graceful 
dome, its arched naves, and its broad aisles and gal- 
leries, filled with choice productions of art and manu- 
factures gathered from the most distant parts of the 
earth — quaint old armor from the Tower of London, 
gossamer fabrics from the looms of Cashmere, Sevres 
china, Gobelin tapestry, Indian curiosities, stuffs, 
jewelry, musical instruments, carriages and machinery 
of home and foreign manufacture, Marochetti's colossal 
equestrian statue of Washington, Kiss's Amazon, Thor- 
waid^en's Christ and the Apostles, Powers' Greek slave, 
and a host of other works of art beside — will long be 
remembered as the most tasteful ornament that ever 
graced the metropolis. Contemporary with this, was 
Franconi's Hippodrome on Madison Square, covering aa 
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area of two acres of ground, an exotic from France, 
which flourished for a few months, then disappeared 
from, the city. Scarcely more lasting was the existence 
of the beautiful Palace, which vanished in the short 
space of half an hour before the touch of the fiery 
element on the 5th of October, 1858, and fell, burying 
the rich collection of the Pair of the American Institute, 
then on exhibition within its walls, in a molten mass of 
ruins. 

On the 10th of December, 1853, the printing and pub- 
lishing establishment of the Messrs. Harper & Brothers, 
in Franklin Square, was destroyed by fire. This estab- 
lishment was the largest of its kind in the world, con- 
sisting of nine five-story buildings, and combining all 
the departments necessary for the manufacture of books. 
Over six hundred persons were thrown out of employ- 
ment by this conflagration, which destroyed more than 
a million of dollars. The enterprising proprietors im- 
mediately set to work to retrieve their loss, and in 1854 
erected a magnificent structure on the site of the burned 
buildings, covering half an acre, and extending from 
Franklin Square to OUff" Street. As this New York 
publishing house is the most extensive in the world, 
as well as the largest and now the oldest in the city, the 
growth of which it serves well to illustrate, it deserves 
sjiccial mention at our hands. It had its origin in a 
small book and job printing office, established in 1817, 
by James Harper, the future mayor, and his brother 
John. In 1823 the third brother, Joseph W". Harper, 
became a member of the firm, and in 1826 the fourth 
brother, Fletcher Harper, in turn entered the estab- 
lishment. At that time their printing office had become 
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the largest in the city, though it employed but fifty per- 
sons and did its work on ten hand presses. In 1825 the 
Messrs. Harper removed to 81 and 82 Cliff street, where 
they entered more largely upon the publication of books 
on their own account. At the time of the destruction 
of their establishment, they kept in constant operation 
thirty-three Adams' power-presses of the largest and 
best description, and their current publications numbered 
nearly sixteen hundred. The present establishment pre- 
sents an imposing appearance, with its ornamental iron 
fa9ade, five stories high, and one hundred and twenty 
feet wide on Franklin Square, opposite the old Walton 
House, the palace of the last century. The four brothers 
stiU remain at their post and seem to bid Time defiance. 
Few firms in New York have remained thus unbroken 
for half a century, and few, also, are better knowu through 
the length and breadth of the country. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

1855—1860. 

Consolidation of Brooklyn, WiUiamaburgh and Busliwick — Hard "Winter — Major 
Wood's Administration — Charter of 1857 — GasUe Garden transformed into an 
Emigrant D^p6t — Rachel and Thackeray in New York — The Central Park — 
Amended Charter of 1857 — Burning of the Quarantine Bmldings — Changes m the 
City — Ridgewood Water Works — Police Riots — Financial Distress — Burdell Mur- 
der — Potter's Field — Broadway Tabernacle — Enrnhig of Crystal Palace^apanese 
Embassy — Great Eastern — Lady Franklin — The Prince of Wales in New York 
— Election of Mr. Lincoln. 

On the 1st of January, 1855, Mayor "Westervelt was 
superseded in office by Fernando Wood, the successful 
candidate of the democratic party. High hopes were 
founded on the new mayor, who inaugurated his rule by 
advocating numerous municipal reforms, among others 
the suppression of the Sunday liquor traffic and the pas- 
sage of the Prohibitory Liquor Law, which was enacted 
in the course of the winter, only to be declared unconsti- 
tutional the following season by the Court of Appeals. 
The contest respecting the sale of intoxicating beverages, 
which has been continued to our time, was fairly inaugu- 
rated, and assumed gigantic proportions at this epoch. 

The same date was marked by an event of great 
importance to the sister city of Brooklyn, which is so 
closely identified in interests with New York, that they 
can scarcely be separated in thought. On the fii'st of 
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January, 1855, the act which had recently been 
for the consolidation of the cities of Brooklyn and Wil- 
liamsburg and the town of Bushwick took effect, and 
Brooklyn suddenly leaped from the rank of the seventh 
to that of the third city in the Union, with a territory 
of twenty-two square miles, and a population of at least 
200,000. It had been incorporated as a city just twenty 
years before, with a population of 24,000. On the same 
territory the population had sextuplcd, and the wealth 
quintupled at this time. The new city was divided into 
two districts, the Eastern and the Western ; the former 
comprising the territory north and east of the Naval 
Hospital and Flushing avenue, or Williamsburgh and 
Bushwick, and the latter the region south and west of 
the aforesaid boundaries, or Brooklyn proper. The two 
districts had separate fire departments and distinct 
machinery for the collection of taxes ; in all other re- 
spects they were practically one, with their common 
centre at the Brooklyn City HaU. By a somewhat 
singular coincidence the first mayor of the newly-con- 
sohdated city was George HaU, who had been the first 
mayor of Brooklyn after its original incorporation, 
twenty years before. Many of the citizens of lirooklyn 
desired its annexation to New York, and a bill for this 
purpose was ineffectually introduced the next year into 
the Legislature. 

The winter of 1855 was a hard one for the poor. 
Work was scarce and laborers plenty. Scarcely had 
the year opened when the cry of famine was raised. 
Thousands of suffering men, unable to find employ- 
ment or bread, gathered in the Park and elsewhere, and 
proclaimed their destitution, or paraded the streets with 



dbyGoogle 



CITY OF NEW YORK. 757 

banners and mottoes appealing for aid, and cases of 
want and starvation appeared on every side. New York 
is never deaf to such a cry. Measures for relieving the 
needy were at once devised, both by private individuals 
and the municipal authorities, ward relief associations 
were formed, soup kitchens were opened in every part 
of the city, where the hungry were fed from day to day, 
and a system of visitation was organized for the purpose 
of allaying the suffering. In the Sixth Ward alone, in 
one day in the month of January, nine thousand per- 
sons were fed by public charity ; not one of whom, it 
may be remarked in passing, was an American. In this 
connection we will mention an incident which manifests 
the rapid changes of the panorama before our eyes, so 
rapid, indeed, that we do not take note in the whirl how 
the marvels of to-day become the cast-off baubles of 
to-morrow. The residence of Dr. Townsend, on the 
corner of Thirty-Fifth street and Fifth avenue, was 
completed the same season, and was regarded as such an 
example of almost royal splendor, to use the language of 
the day, tbatitwas thrown open for exhibitionto the pub- 
lic for the benefit of the Five Points House of Industry. 
In this short lapse of time the so-called palace has been 
ruthlessly demolished to make room for a stUl more 
sumptuous structure ; and doubtless the latter wUl ere 
long be eclipsed by some private dwelling of still greater 
magnificence. 

The year 1855 was an uneventful one to New York. 
Various schemes were agitated for the erection of a new 
Post-office, ^the old Dutch church in Nassau street 
having long been inadequate to the needs of the city,- — 
an up-towu Post-office and a new City Hall; but nothing 



dbyGoogle 



TSS HISTORY OF THE 

was done. The summer witnessed the transformation 
of Castle Garden into an emigrant depot, a change 
which at first seemed desecration, for the old fort at the 
foot of the Battery, with its beautiful grounds, was hal- 
lowed to the people by many associations, and was not 
even yet regarded as too far off from the private resi- 
dences for a place of pubUc resort. Castle Clinton was 
first granted to the city of New York by an act of 
March 16, 1790, it having been previously reserved in 
the Montgomerie Charter. After the war of 1812, being 
no longer needed for mihtary purposes, it was used for 
many years as a plac& of public amusement. There the 
annual fairs of the American Institute were held, and 
there circuses, menageries, concerts, theatricals and 
i followed each other, from the Chinese Junk to 
, Sontag, Alboni, Jenny Lind and Grisi. But the 
necessities of the case were urgent ; New York had be- 
come the great centre of immigration!, and it was imper- 
atively necessary that some place should be provided 
where these ignorant and friendless foreigners would 
find a safe refuge on first reaching our shores. After 
much debate, therefore, Castle Garden was surrendered 
to the Commissioners of Emigration, who adapted it to 
its new purpose, and on the 1st of August, 1855, it was 
opened for the reception of the emigrants, who were 
landed there direct from quarantine. 

Ill the latter part of the same summer the great 
tragedienne, Rachel, arrived at New York, where she 
first appeared at the Metropolitan Theatre, and was 
received with unbounded applause. In the autumn of 
the same year Thackeray reached this city, and delivered 
his first lecture, on George I.,. at Dr. Chapin's church, on. 
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Broadway, between Spring and Prince streets, on the 
1st of November. 

In the winter of 1855-56, an important improvement 
was made in the streets of the city by extending Canal 
street from Centre street across Baxter to Mulberry 
street, where it intersected "Walker street, and widening 
the latter street twenty-five feet to East Broadway. 
Park Place and Duane street were likewise widened. 
A broad thoroughfare was thus made across the city, 
which was also greatly improved by the extension of the 
Bowery and Chambers street. 

By far the most important event of 1856 was the 
establishment of the Central Park, now the pride of the 
city. The need of a large public park had long been 
felt, and various schemes had been mooted from time to 
time for supplying the deficiency ; but these had all 
proved abortive, and as the city extended and became 
denser, its breathing- places diminished rather than ui- 
creased ; fi)r the Battery was tranriormed into an emi- 
grant depot, and the City Hall Park, crowded with 
pubhc buildings, in noway served the purpose for 
which it was originally designed. In the beginning of 
the century, as we have already narrated, a plan was 
set on foot to surround the Fresh Water Pond with 
ornamental grounds, and thus to secure to New York 
a natural feature of rare beauty possessed by few cities — 
a magnificent lake in its midst ; but tbe scheme met 
with no support, and the crystal Solck,. instead of being 
preserved, was gradually filled up and iDecame the site 
of the Five Points district, the moet noisome spot in the 
city. Later, when GouvemeurMorriskid out a map of 
the upper part of the city, he planned a park containing 
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three hundred acres, to be bounded by Twenty-third 
and Thirty-fourth streets, and Third and Eighth 
Avenues ; but these spacious grounds dwindled down in 
reality to Madison Square with its six acres, while the 
remainder became the fashionable quarter of the town. 
A few other parks were scattered over the city — ■ 
Tompkins Square, Gramercy Park, Stuyvesant Park, 
Union Square, "Washington Square, and St. John's 
Park ; but these were altogether insufficient for the 
wants of the population, being simple promenades, in 
some cases private, and possessing no fiicilities for 
riding or driving. It was of the utmost importance to 
secure the unappropriated lands of the city for this 
purpose while there was time. On the 5th of April, 
1851, Mayor Kingsland had made a report to the Board 
of Aldermen, urging the selection of a site for a public 
park. This was referred to the Committee on Lands 
and Places, who concurred in the report and recom- 
mended the purchase of Jones's Wood, a fine tract of 
forest land extending along the East River, and 
bounded by the Third Avenue and Sixty-sixth and 
Seventy-fifth streets. Their report was adopted by the 
Common Council, and an application was made to the 
Legislature for authorization to secure the lands in 
question, which was granted, and the Jones's Wood 
Bill was passed July 11, 1851. 

This was but a first step. Various objections were 
raised to the proposed site, both on account of its 
limited space and the monotonous character of the 
ground, and its situation at the extreme east of the city, 
and a more central location was urged. On the 5th of 
August, 1851, the Board of Aldermen appointed 
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Commissioners to examine and report upon tlie merits 
of the different sites suggested. After mature delib- 
eration, the Committee made choice of a tract of land 
bounded by Fifty-ninth and One Hundred and Sixth 
streets and Fifth and Eighth Avenues, about two and a 
half miles long by half a mile wide, and comprising 
TTGyV^ acres. The report was approved, and on the 
23d of July, 1853, the Legislature passed an act 
authorizing the purchase of the Central Park. On the 
same day, the friends of the Jones's Wood Park 
obtained a similar act in favor of their chosen location, 
tlie previous one having remained a dead letter on 
account of some technical flaw ; and thus the matter 
stood until the foUowing.spring, when the Jones's Wood 
Act was finally repealed. 

On the 17th of November, 1853, five Commissioners 
of Estimate and Appraisement were appointed by the 
Supreme Court to take land for the Central Park. 
They completed their labors in the summer of 1855, 
valuing the land at $5,398,695 ; and on the 5th of 
February, 1856, their report was confirmed by the 
Common Council and the purchase consummated, 
$1,658,395 of the amount being levied on the owners 
of the adjacent property. The State Arsenal and 
grounds were afterwards purchased at a cost of 
$275,000. 

At first sigbt, the spot selected seemed an unpromising 
one. The land was as wild and uncultivated as in the 
days of the aborigines of Manhattan. The surface was 
greatly diversified, presenting a succession of rocky hills 
and marshy valleys, covered with brush and brambles, 
with a sprinkUng of fine trees, and intersected by a few 
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little rivulets that took their rise among the marshes on 
the west and flowed eastward to the river. Yet it was 
admirably designed by Xature for its purpose, lacking 
nothing but trees, a want that could be supplied by 
time, and susceptible of becoming a spot of rare beauty 
in the hands of a skillful landscape gardener, as time has 
abundantly proved. In area it equaled Hyde Park 
and Kensington G-ardens united, and was seven times 
larger than all the public parks and squares of New 
York combined. As its name mdicated, it was central 
in location ; lying at an equal distance from the East 
and North Rivers and the Battery and Kingsbridge, 
the new park embraced ground rich in historic associa- 
tion — McGowan's Pass, the scene of the battle of 
Harlem Plains, the old Boston post road of the early 
Dutch settlers, and the fortifications of the War of 1812. 
Yet fully as we realize the utility of our beautiful Central 
Park at this day, and disposed as we are to increase rather 
than lessen it, the citizens of that time were not equally 
alive to its importance ; bitter complaints were made of 
the exorbitant sum expended in the purchase of such 
an unnecessary extent of land, and such earnest 
endeavors were made to narrow its limits, that the 
Common Council at last passed a resolution to petition 
the Legislature to reduce the size of the new park. 
This resolution, happily, was vetoed by the mayor. 

On the 19th of May, 1856, the Common Council 
adopted an ordinance creating the Mayor and Street 
Commissioner, Commissioners of the Central Park. The 
latter immediately invited a number of private citizens, 
distinguished for their taste and knowledge, to attend 
the meetings, and form a Consulting Board. In pursu- 
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aiiee with this invitation the Consulting Board met, for 
the first time, on the 29th of May, 1856, and elected 
Washington Irving president. Under the united super- 
intendence of these bodies, preliminary sui'veys were 
made, and a plan offered by Lieutenant Viele, under 
whose superintendence the survey had been made, was 
adopted, though nothing further was done for the want 
of the necessary appropriations. To meet this exigency, 
on the 17th of April, 1857, the control of the Park was 
placed by the Legislature in the hands of a Board of 
Commissioners, not to exceed eleven in number, who 
were to hold office for five years, and who were empow- 
ered to expend the moneys to be raised by the issue of 
stock by the Common Council. Upon consideration, the 
plan already adopted was abandoned by the new Com- 
missioners, who advertised for fresh plans, and in April, 

1858, adopted that of Messrs. Obnstead and Vaux, and 
at once commenced its execution. On the 2d of April, 

1859, an act was passed by the Legislature extending 
the Northern boundary of the Park to One Hundred 
and Tenth street, and thus including a high hill west 
of McGowan's Pass, which embraces a view of the whole 
island. In 1864, the Park was again enlarged by the 
annexation of Manhattan Square, a rugged tract of un- 
improved ground, covering a space of 19^%^ acres, and 
bounded by Seventy-seventh and Eighty-first streets, 
and Eighth and Ninth Avenues. The whole area of the 
Park was thus increased to 862^% acres. The largest 
of the London parks has but 403 acres. 

Under the skillful and judicious management of the 
Board of Commissioners, to whom too much praise can- 
not be awarded, the admirable plan of Messrs. Olmstead 
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and Vaux was executed as rapidly as possible, and the 
barren waste transformed into pleasure gi'ounds almost 
unrivaled in natural and artistic beauty, and which are 
of inestimable value to the citizens of New York. Free 
alike to all classes, with no restriction save that of good 
conduct, the poor man, who has no other escape from 
brick walls, here finds a place where he can drink health 
and life from the pure breezes in the moments snatched 
from labor, and enjoy the beauties about him far more 
than his richer brethren who whirl past him in gilded 
carriages along the gay drive ; i'or pedestrians alone can 
appreciate the Park to the full ; the shaded by-paths, 
sheltered nooks, and fascinating views of the romantic 
Ramble are accessible to them alone ; and the riders 
only obtain a bird's-eye view of the place, without ever 
penetrating to its inner arcana. 

At present, the Park is well-nigh completed, as far 
as the general design is concerned. Time alone will 
supply its greatest lack, that of fine trees. The cost to 
the city, thus far, has been over $10,000,000, and never 
was money more judiciously expended. By successive 
acts of the Legislature, the entne control of the reser- 
voirs, and the laying out and grading of the adjacent 
streets, has been given to the Park Commissioners, who 
are thus enabled to carry out their plans untrammeled. 
The Park, itself, is too well known to require more than 
the briefest description at our hands ; we will only 
attempt to specify a few general features. It is virtually 
divided into two parks, an upper and a lower, by the 
old Croton reservoir, covering an area of thirty acres 
in the centre of the grounds, and the new reservou', just 
above the latter, wliich comprises one hundred and sis 
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acres. The lower park is most highly finished ; here are 
found the arsenal, now used as a museum ; the lake, cov- 
ered by gondolas and filled with swans in summer, and 
the resort of merry skaters in winter ; the mall, the 
water-terrace and fountain, the magnifieont bridges, 
with their exquisite sculpture, tlie shaven lawns, the 
music-pavilion, and the bewildering Ramble, with its 
cave. The upper park is wilder, and more in the state 
of nature : here are the lofty hill of which wo have 
spoken, the fortifications and block-house of 1812 ; Har- 
lem Lake, and two smaller sheets of water ; Mount St. 
Vincent, which was occupied, for more than three years, 
as a soldiers' hospital during the late war ; the rugged 
cliffs, and the broad meadows. It is in contemplation 
to devote Manhattan Square, the last acquisition, to the 
purpose of a zoological garden. The number of ani- 
mals, both foreign and domestic, tliat are already in the 
Park, is considerable ; stately Cape buffaloes, timid 
deer, and placid southdown sheep, with abundance of 
rabbits and squirrels, are met in the grounds. A fine 
collection of birds and animals form the nucleus of the 
proposed zoological gardens. Statues, also, are in pro- 
cess of erection. Choice shrubs and flowers everywhere 
adorn the grounds, through which wind over ten miles 
of carriage-road and thirty miles of walks ; in short, 
everything gives promise that the Central Park wiU, in 
time, be unsurpassed by any public park in existence. 

On the 7th of April, 1856, considerable interest was 
awakened by the launch of the Adriatic, the largest 
steamship as yet afloat. In the same spring, a well- 
known landmark passed away from New York ; namely, 
the Brick Church in Beckman street, which, erected in 
49 
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1767-68, on the edge of the Swamp, or what was 
formerly a portion of the estate of Jacob Leisler, had 
reared its tall spire there for nearly a century. On the 
25th of May, 1856, service was held for the last timR in 
the old church, which was soon afterwards replaced by 
the Times Building, one of the finest structures in the 
city. 

The great popular excitement of the spring of 1856 
was the assault on Senator Sumner by Preston Brooks, 
which roused the indignation of the whole North, and 
created great excitement in New York City. This 
excitement found expression in an immense mass 
meeting at the Broadway Tabernacle, the largest ever 
held in that well-known hall. George Griswold was 
chosen president, and a large number of the most 
influential citizens acted as vice-presidents. Speeches 
were made and resolutions adopted expressive of 
sympathy for Mr. Sumner, and indignation for the 
outrage which he had suffered. 

In July, 1856, the first statue of modem New York 
was set up ; namely, the equestrian statue of Washington, 
at the lower end of Union Square. Since the demoli- 
tion of the Pitt statue in Wall street and the statue of 
George III. on the Bowling Green, the public places of 
the city had remained unadorned by works of art. A 
resolution was adopted by the Common Council in the 
same month, authorizing the erection of a monument 
to General Worth, whose remains had been brought 
from San Antonio at the close of the summer of 1855, 
by the city, and deposited in Greenwood Cemetery. 
The triangle formed by the intersection of Fifth 
Avenue and Broadway, west of Madison Square, was 
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selected as the site of the monument. Even at that 
late date, this location was regarded as far out of town, 
almost beyond the inliabited part of the city. 

On the 31st of July, 1856, the ground was broken 
for the construction of the llidgewood Water Works, 
designed to supply the city of Brooklyn with water. 
The sources of supply were a number of small lakes, 
nineteen miles distant, the chief reservoir being in the 
vicinity of Cypress Hill Cemetery, six miles from 
Brooklyn. This great public work was completed 
within three years. The inauguration of the Ridge- 
wood Water Works was celebrated in an imposing 
manner on the 28th of April, 1859. The reservoir 
covered twenty-seven acres, and contained 173,000,000 
gallons of water. 

The year 1857 was a disastrous one to New York; 
a year of mob rule ; beginning with civil strife and end- 
ing with financial ruin. Many defects in the city 
charter called for remedy, and the growing abuses in 
the municipal government of New York, proceeding 
from the ignorant majority that controlled the elections, 
seemed to demand that certain powers should be trans- 
ferred from the keeping of the city to that of the state, 
which was so deeply interested in the welfare of the 
great American Metropolis. It began to be more and 
nrore realized that there were two peoples in New 
York, the property owners, or hona-fide citizens, who 
were for the most part respectable, orderly, and law- 
abiding men ; and the poor and illiterate masses, chiefly 
of foreign birth, who owned scarce a rod of land or a 
dollar, yet who ruled the city by their votes, and 
elected to office only such men as would pander to their 
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vicea. N'evertheless, the latter class represented and 
still represents New York City in the eyes of many ; a 
most unjust judgment. 

In the spring of 1857, the State Legislature passed 
several bills relating to New York, and amended the 
charter in several important particulars. The charter 
and state elections, which had hitherto been held on the 
same day, were separated ; the first Tuesday in Decem- 
ber being fixed as the date of the former. The comp- 
troller, as well as the Corporation Council and mayor, 
were to be elected by the people. The city was 
divided nito seventeen aldennanic districts, from each 
of which an alderman was to be elected by the people 
once in two years. The Board of Councilmen was 
composed of six members elected annually from each 
senatorial district, or twenty-four in all. The Alms- 
house and Fire Departments remained unchanged ; and 
the superintendence of the Central Park was given to a 
Board, to be appointed by the State Government. The 
most important innovation, however, was the transfer of 
the Police Department from the city to the state. By 
the Metropolitan Police Act, a police district was 
created, comprising the counties of New York, Kings, 
West Chester and Richmond ; and a Board of Commis- 
sioners was instituted, to be appointed for five years by 
the governor and Senate, io have the sole control of 
the appointment, trial and management of the police 
force, which was not to outnumber two thousand, and 
to appoint the chief of police and the minor officers. 
This Board was composed of five members. The Police 
Commissioners were to secure the peace and protection 
of the city, to ensure quiet at the elections, and to 
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look after the public health. The first members of the 
Board appointed were Simeon Draper, General James 
W. Nye and Jacob Chadwell, of New York; James S. 
T, Stranalian, of Kings County ; and James Bowen, of 
Westchester County ; the mayors of New York and 
Brooklyn being members ex-officio. 

This was the signal for war. Mayor Wood, who had 
strenuously opposed the action of the Legislature, an- 
nounced his determination to test the constitutionaUty 
of the law to the uttermost, and to resist its execution ; 
he refused to surrender the police property or to dis- 
band the old police ; and for some time the city wit- 
nessed the curious spectacle of two departments— the 
Metropolitan Police under the commissioners, and the 
Municipal Police under the mayor — vieing for mastery. 
After exhausting all the resources of the law to evade 
obedience to the act, the mayor and municipal govern- 
ment finally caused it to be referred to the Court of 
Appeals. Before the final decision came, blood was 
spilled. On the 16th of June, matters were brought to 
a crisis by the forcible ejection from the City Hall of 
Daniel D. Oonovcr, who had been appointed street 
commissioner by Governor King, to fill the vacancy 
caused by the death of the former incumbent. The 
deputy commissioner meanwhile claimed his right to 
hold the office, and a third competitor, Charles Devlin, 
had been appointed by Mayor Wood, who claimed the 
appointing power. Mr. Conover immediately obtained 
a warrant from the recorder to arrest the mayor on 
the charge of inciting a riot, and another from Judge 
Hoft'man for the violence offered him personally, and, 
anned with these documents, and attended by fifty of 
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the Metropolitan Police, returned to the City Hall. 
Captain Walling of tlie police at Erst attempted in vain 
to gain an entrance with one warrant. Mr. Conover 
followed with the other, but met with no better success. 
The City Hall was filled with armed policemen, who 
attacked the new comers, joined by the crowd without. 
A fierce affray ensued, during which twelve of the 
policemen were severely wounded. The Seventh Regi- 
ment chanced to be passing down Eroadway, on its way 
to take the boat for Boston, whither it had been invited 
to receive an ovation. It was summoned to the spot, 
and its presence ahnost instantly sufficed to quell the 
riot. Mr. Conover, accompanied by General Sandford, 
entered the City Hall and served the writ on the mayor, 
who, seeing further resistance useless, submitted to 
arrest. The Seventh Regiment resumed its journey ; 
nevertheless the city continued in a state of intense 
excitement, and nine regiments were ordered to remain 
under arms, Their services were not needed, however, 
and the Metropolitan Police Act being declared consti- 
tutional by the Court of Appeals on the first of July, 
the mayor seemed disposed to submit, and the disturb- 
ance was supposed to be ended. 

The city, however, had become greatly demoralized 
by this ferment. Amidst the civil strife of the police, 
the repression of crime had been neglected. An 
organized attempt seems to have been made by the 
ruffians of the city, to take advantage of the prevaihng 
demoralization to institute mob rule, in order to rob and 
plunder under cover thereof The national hohday 
afforded an opportunity for this outbreak. On the 
evening of the 3d of July, the disturbance commenced 
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by an altercation between two gangs of rowdies, the 
one styled the Dead Rabbits or Roach Guard, from the 
Five Points District, and the other the Atlantic Guard 
or Bowery Boys, from the Bowery. The next morning 
the Dead Rabbits attacked their rivals in Bayard street, 
near the Bowery. The greatest confusion followed ; 
sticks, stones and knives were freely used on both 
sides, and men, women and children were wounded. A 
small body of policemen was dispatched to the spot, but 
it was soon driven off, with several wounded, and the 
riot went on. The rioters tore up paving atones, and 
seized drays, trucks and whatever came first to hand, 
wherewith to erect barricades ; and the streets of New 
York soon resembled those of Paris in insurrection. 
The greatest consternation and horror prevailed through 
the city ; the Seventh Regiment, which was still in 
Boston, was summoned home by telegraph, and several 
regiments of the city militia were called out ; but the 
riot was not quelled until late in the afternoon, when 
six men had been killed and over a hundred wounded. 
There was little fighting the next day until about seven 
in the evening, when a new disturbance broke out in 
Centre and Anthony streets. The mihtia were sum- 
moned to the spot, and dispersed the crowd. Several 
regiments were ordered to remain under arms, but no 
other troubles occurred. 

This riot aroused the citizens to the danger of the 
position, and intensified the prejudice against the Muni- 
cipal Police, which was accused of abetting the rioters. 
Vigorous measures were taken to organize the Metro- 
poHtan Police and secure its efficiency in spite of the 
factious resistance which still existed. The rioters were 
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by no means quieted, however ; and on the 13th and 
14th of July, another outbreak occurred among the 
Germans of the Seventeenth Ward, who had hitherto 
held aloof from the disturbance, which had been almost 
wholly confined to the Irish. The riot continued for two 
days, but was finally quelled by the police without the 
assistance of the mihtia, who were under arms, awaiting 
the signal for action. The peace of the city was not 
again disturbed, and the elements of disorder were 
gradually restrained. 

The scourge of civil war was quickly succeeded by 
that of financial distress. In the autumn of 1857, a 
great monetary tempest swept over the United States. 
For several years, the country had been in the full 
tide of prosperity. Business was fiourishing, com- 
merce prosperous, and credit undisputed both at 
home and abroad ; the granaries were overfiowing 
with the yield of a luxuriant harvest, and everything 
seemed to prophesy a continued era of prosperity. In 
the midst of the sunshme, a thunderbolt fell upon the 
country. The credit system had been expanded to its 
utmost limits, and the slightest contraction was suf- 
ficient to cause the commercial edifice to totter on its 
foundation. The first blow fell on the 24th of August, 
1857, by the suspension of the Ohio Life and Trust 
Company, an institution hitherto regarded as above 
suspicion, for the enormous sum of seven millions of 
doUars. This was followed by the suspension of the 
Philadelphia banks, September 25, 26, succeeded by 
the general suspension of the banks of Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, the District of Columbia, and Rhode Island. 
An universal panic was the result ; the whole community 
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seemed paralyzed by an utter lack of confidence ; the 
credit system fell to the gi'ound, carrying with it the 
fortunes of half the merchants, and business was pros- 
trated. Failure followed failure. A run upon the banks 
■forced the State Legislature to pass an act, October 13, 
14, authorizing a general suspension of specie payment 
by the banks for one year ; the city banks, however, 
resumed payment on the 24t.h of December. The Massa- 
chusetts banks suspended payment on the same day. 
The panic spread through the United States, and thence 
extended across the ocean, involving the European 
nations in the general ruin. The manufactories stopped 
work throughout the country, thus throwing thousands 
out of employment and reducing them to a state of utter 
destitution. A state of terrible suffering ensued. 
Crowds of the unemployed workmen gathered in the 
Park, clamoring for bread and threatening to procure 
it at all hazards, while many more, as needy and less 
demonstrative, perished silently of cold and starvation. 
For some time, serious danger was apprehended from 
the rioters, who accused the speculators of being at the 
root of the evil and threatened to break open the flour 
and provision stores and distribute the contents among 
the starving people. Prompt measures were taken 
by the corporation to alleviate the suffering and provide 
for the public safety. Many of the unemployed were 
set to work on the Central Park and other public 
works, soup-houses were opened throughout the city, 
and private associations were formed for the rcHef of 
the suffering ; but this aid failed to reach all, and many 
perished from sheer starvation, almost within sight of 
the plentiful harvests at the West, which lay moldering 
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in the granaries for the want of money wherewith to 
pay the cost of their transportation. Money abounded, 
yet those who had it dared neither trust it with their 
neighbor, or risk it themselves in any speculative ad- 
adventure ; but, falling into the opposite extreme of dis- 
trust, kept their treasure locked up in hard dollars in 
their cash-boxes as the only safe place of deposit. As 
spring advanced, business gradually revived, the manu- 
factories slowly commenced work on a diminished scale, 
the banks resumed payment one by one, and a mode- 
rate degree of confidence was restored ; yet it was long 
before business recovered its wonted vitality. The 
failures during the year numbered 5123, and the liabil- 
ities amounted to $291,750,000. 

Various landmarks had been displaced in the course 
of the year. On the 29th of January, 1857, the re- 
maining portion of the Columbia College grounds, in 
Park Place, was sold, and the college was removed to 
Fiftieth street, between Fourth and Fifth Avenues. 
The fifteen lots of ground on which it stood were pur- 
chased for the sum of $576,350. 

On the 31st of January, the city was thrown into a 
state of unwonted excitement by the murder of Dr. 
Harvey Burdell, a well known dentist, residing at 31 
Bond street, who was found in his room frightfully 
mangled. Frequent as murders are in a groat city like 
New York, the horror of the event and the pecuharly 
mysterious circumstances attendant thereon, absorbed 
the attention of all, and for days and weeks it continued 
the chief topic of conversation. Mrs. Cunningham, a 
widow who hired the house of Dr. Burdell, and who 
claimed to have been privately married to the murdered 



dbyGoogle 



CITY OF NEW YORE. 779 

man, with two of her lodgers, Messrs. Eckel and Snod- 
grass, were deeply implicated by circumstances, and 
were an-ested on suspicion ; but nothing was proved ; 
the parties were all acquitted, and the affair remained 
enveloped in mystery. 

In April, 1857, the city government resolved to re- 
move the hundred thousand bodies that filled the 
Potter's Field, or pauper burial ground, from the city 
limits to Ward's Island, where seventy acres had been 
purchased for the purpose. Previous to 1823, the Wash- 
ington Parade ground had been devoted to this use, 
after which the ground now occupied by the distributing 
reservoir, on the corner of Forty-second street and 
Fifth Avenue, was taken for a public cemetery. At 
the expiration of two years, the bodies were removed 
from both Washington and Reservoir Squares to the 
new Potter's Field, bounded by Forty-eighth and 
Fiftieth streets, and Fourth and Lexington Avenues. 
This site was granted by the city, in the following year, 
to the State Woman's Hospital, founded in 1857 by Dr. 
J. Marion Sims, and subsequently conducted by Dr. 
Thomas Addis Emmet, the grandson of the eminent 
lawyer of that name, whose monument fonns one of 
the prominent features of St. Paul's Churchyard, and 
the grand-nephew of the celebrated Irish patriot. 
. The same year witnessed the demolition of the old 
Broadway Tabernacle, the spacious hall of which had 
long been known as the usual scene of the large public 
assemblies, as well as the centre of congregational wor- 
ship in the lower part of the city. This building had 
been erected in 1835-36, by a society formed for the 
purpose of establishing a free church in that quarter. 
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The undertaking failed through lack of funds, and the 
church was sold in 1840. In 1845 it was purchased by 
the Tabernacle congregation, who continued to meet 
there, under the charge of the Rev. Joseph P. Thomp- 
son, until, April 23, 1857, it was finally closed. A new 
Tabernacle was erected by the Society on the comer 
of Sixth Avenue and Thirty-fourth street, which was 
dedicated on the 24th of April, 1859. 

On the first Tuesday in December, 1857, the date 
fixed by the amended charter for the annual election of 
municipal officers, Fernando Wood, who was again a 
candidate for the mayoralty, was defeated by Daniel F. 
Tiemann, a prominent merchant of the city. The new 
mayor was duly installed in office on the 1st of Jan- 
uary, 1858. 

A great revolution followed the stirring scenes of 
1857. The next few years were not mai'ked by many 
events of municipal importance. The destruction of the 
quarantine buildings by the populace of Staten Island, in 
July, who were determined that their shores should no 
longer be appropriated to this purpose, occasioned great 
excitement, indeed, during the summer of 1858, and 
gave rise to a controversy which has continued till 
the present time. During this year the new State 
Arsenal was erected on the corner of Seventh Avenue 
and Thirty-fifth street ; and the Cooper Institute, buiit 
by Peter Cooper at the cost of over $600,000, for the 
purpose of furnishing free courses of lectures and other 
facihties for popular instruction, was thrown open to 
the public. The School of Design for Women, an 
admirable institution for the training of women in 
drawing, painting, wood-engraving, etc., found a home 
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in this building. On the 16th of August the comer- 
stone of the new Roman Catholic Cathedral on the 
corner of Fifth Avenue and Fiftieth street was laid by 
Archbishop Hughes, in the presence of an immense 
concourse of people. This structure is in the form of 
a Latin cross, three hundred and twenty-eight feet long 
by one hundred and seventy-five feet wide, and is the 
largest church edifice in America, with a capacity for 
accommodation not exceeded by any Gothic building in 
the world. 

The great fire of the year was the conflagration, before 
mentioned, of the Crystal Palace, during the fair of the 
American Institute, which vanished like a dream on the 
5th of October, 1858, Ica^ang naught but dust and 
ashes. On the 13th of February the hospital on 
Blackwell's Island had been burned, and the physicians, 
with five hundred patients, had barely escaped with 
their lives. The hospital was rebuilt in the course of 
the year. The Oity Hall also narrowly escaped burning 
on the occasion of the great cable celebration, of which 
we shall speak hereafter. 

On the 3d of July, 1858, the remains of President 
Monroe were removed from the cemetery in Second 
street, where they had long reposed, to Richmond, 
Virginia, escorted by the Seventh Regiment of New- 
York. The regiment returned bearing the corpse of 
one of their beloved comrades. Lieutenant Hamilton, a 
descendant of Alexander Hamilton, who had died on 
the way, and whose remains were interred in Trinity 
church-yard. 

In the summer of 1860, the Atlantic Garden, at No. 
9 Broadway, formerly Burns's Coffee-House, the Faneuil 
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Hall of New York, was purchased by the Hudson River 
Railroad Company and demolished, to make room for 
their depot. 

During the years that intervened between the great 
financial crisis and the civil war, little occurred of pecu- 
liar interest to New York City ; which nevertheless was 
deeply stirred by national events, the Kansas troubles, 
the John Brown raid, and the great presidential elec- 
tion of 1860. Fernando Wood resumed the mayoralty 
at the opening of the latter year, having been elected 
in December, 1859. Despite the impending storms, 
the year 1860 seemed especially devoted to festivities. 
An unusual influx of distinguished personages from 
abroad visited the city, and were received with lavish 
hospitality. First came the members of the Japanese 
Embassy, who reached New York on the 16th of June, 
1860. The arrival of these strangers from an almost 
unknown country excited universal curiosity and inter- 
est. They were made the guests of the city during 
their stay, and entertained with all possible respect. 
On their arrival at Castle Garden, they were escorted 
by the Xational Guard to the Metropolitan Hotel, 
where preparations had been made for tlieir reception ; 
at night a grand serenade was given them, and the 
hotel and surrounding buildings were illuminated in 
their honor. On the 18th of June a grand ball was 
given them at Niblo's Theatre, They spent some days 
in visiting the public institutions, and finally left the 
city and country on the 1st of July. Their visit was of 
peculiar significance, as being the first voluntary over- 
ture on the part of their hitherto secluded nation to 
open communication with the rest of the world, and 
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deserved especial notice from New York, the commer- 
cial metropolis of America. 

Close in tiie wake of the Japanese followed another 
visitor, in the shape of the mammoth ship, the Great 
Eastern, which had been recently built in England, and 
which still carries off the palm from all rivals in magni- 
tude. The huge vessel was moored for some weeks in 
the North River, where it was thrown open to the 
public, and was visited by thousands. 

During the same summer. Prince de Joinville visited 
New York, as well as Lady Franklin, who came to 
thank the Kcw Yorkers for the interest and sympathy 
which they had evinced for her unhappy husband, and 
the generosity with which they had endeavored to learn 
his fate. The most important guest of the year, how- 
ever, was the Prince of Wales, who reached Newfound- 
land in July, and after making an extended tour through 
British America and the Western and Southern States, 
reached New York on the 11th of October, 1860. The 
visit to the American republic of the heir-apparent to 
the British throne was regarded as a peculiar mark of 
respect to the country, and did much to extinguish the 
feud that had been smoldering among Americans since 
the Wars of the Revolution and 1812. This feud had 
come to be a thing of tradition, well-nigh obliterated by 
time ; and the popular manners of the young prince, 
who travelled under the title of Baron Renfrew, as well 
as the universal esteem felt for his mother, insured him 
a hearty welcome. He was met at Castle Garden by the 
First Division of the New York State Militia, number- 
ing over seven thousand ; after reviewing the troops, 
lie was conducted to the City HaU, where he was received 
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by the mayor and Common Council, and was thence 
escorted to the Fifth Avenue Hotel, through streets 
lined with spectators, and gayly decorated with the 
united British and American flags. It is estimated that 
over two hundred thousand people participated in the 
ovation, yet such was the admirable order preserved 
that not a single disturbance occurred in this immense 
crowd. The next morning he breakfasted with the 
mayor, after which he visited several of the public 
institutions, together with the Central Park, where he 
planted an oak. On the same night a grand reception 
and ball were given him at the Academy of Music. On 
the next night he was entertained by a firemen's torch- 
Ught parade, one of the finest displays of the kind ever 
witnessed in the city. On Sunday he attended Trinity 
Church. The next morning, he quitted New York, on 
his way to Boston, where similar demonstrations awaited 
him. The friendly feeling awakened by the presence 
of this distinguished guest was hailed as an omen of 
future cordiality between America and England ; this 
cordiality, however, was soon doomed to be overshad- 
owed by the attitude of the latter in our great national 
struggle. 

The festivities were soon forgotten in the turmoil of 
the presidential election. New York became the scene 
of the wildest excitement. Mass meetings of the four 
parties in the field were held in the public halls, and 
torch-light processions paraded the streets, with numer- 
ous banners and devices. Poremost among the transient 
associations was the Wide-Awakes, a republican organ- 
ization, which sprang into existence for the occasion, 
and which attracted much attention by its originality. 
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The tide of excitement ran high. The democrats were 
stronger in numbers, and the republicans in wealth 
and influence. The other two parties, the "Douglas" 
and " BeU. and Everett," were too small to weigh heavily 
in the scale. Secession was loudly discussed ; but was 
regarded by most as an idle threat, designed for political 
effect. The Southern students in the Medical College 
met, indeed, just before the election, and resolved, if 
the republican party were successful, to withdraw in 
a body and return to their homes ; but they were 
restrained, and the affair passed over. The election of 
Mr. Lincoln decided the contest. 
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We are not presumptuous enough to undertake to give, 
in these few pages, a history of New York City during 
the great civil war. To do justice to this subject would 
require a volume double the size of the present one ; 
moreover, this epoch is still too near our own to belong 
to the domain of history. Not tiU the smoke of battle 
is cleared away, and the passions and prejudices aroused 
by tliis period of bitter contention effaced, can the story 
of this eventful era be fairly written. He would be 
cold and unimpassioned indeed that could be an actor 
in this intense drama and remain sufficiently unmoved 
thereby to narrate it without laying himself open to 
the charge of special pleading. The most that we can 
hope to do, in the brief space allowed us, is to chronicle 
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some of the prominent events that transpired in our 
city during this time, and to aid in storing up materials 
for the future historian.* 

New York City occupied a peculiar position at the 
outset of the conflict. It cannot be denied that her 
most ferveut wish was peace. By her commercial posi- 
tion, as the great centre of the United States, she had 
been brought into constant intercourse with the people 
of tlie insurgent section, and entertained the most 
friendly feeling for them as individuals, much as she 
deprecated their public action. Again, she foresaw 
that in case of war she would not only lose heavily, 
but would also be obliged to bear the brunt of battle, 
and to furnish the money, without which it would be 
impossible to prosecute the conflict. It was natural, 
therefore, that her citizens should be unanimous in 
exhausting their resources to preserve peace, from 
different motives, it is true. We speak of New York 
collectively, but it must not be forgotten that there are 
two New Yorks : PoHtical New York, by which the 
city is usually judged, and which comprises its so-called 
rulers ; and Civil New York, made up of its native-born 
citizens, who, outnumbered by a foreign majority, honor 
the law of majorities, obedience to which they demand 
from others, pay the taxes that are imposed on them, 
■and hold the wealth which enables the city to sustain 
its position as the western metropolis. Of these, the 

* In preparing this sl^etch the author has oonBulled, besides Ihe journals of the 
day, Greeley's American ConJUct, Moore's EebsUion Record, Harper's Picioriaj 
Bistory of the Sebdlian, Lossing'a Civil War in A-mm-ka, and the American Annual 
Cjcioj^CTdia, Mayor Opdyko'a official dooumonls, Pollard's Losl Ou'ise, and various 
other current publications. 
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dominant party, headed by Mayor Wood, desired peace 
at any price ; another large class, composed chiefly of 
the men of wealth, were willing to malie all possible 
concessions to avoid the war, of which they knew that 
they must pay the cost ; and a third party believed that 
compromises enough had been made, and that the 
country should brave the issue. Yet all met on the 
common ground of the preservation of the Union. 
Scarcely the shadow of a disposition was anywhere 
manifested to interfere with the existing institutions 
of the South, which many deplored, but which most 
regarded as a painful necessity, beyond the reach of 
outside interference. Therefore, when, after Mr. Lin- 
coln's election, menacing events followed thick and fast. 
New York at first put forth her efforts to avert the 
tempest. Floyd's huge robbery, the withdrawal of the 
South Carolina senators, the secession of their state, 
followed by that of others, and the seizure of the public 
property, caused universal consternation ; yet men still 
clung to the belief that the difficulty would be settled. 
The actual secession of the states, indeed, had drawn 
in a few of the ultra members of the democratic party, 
among whom was the mayor, who, on the 7th of Jan- 
uary, 1861, sent a message to the Common Council 
setting forth the advantages that would accrue to New 
York should she also secede from the Union and become 
a free city. It is just to say, however, that he did not 
formally recommend secession. The suggestion was 
scouted with indignation ; why, it was asked, should 
not llanhattanville, Yorkville, and Harlem secede in 
turn, and where would be the end? Four days after, 
on the 11th of January, the State Legislature passed a 
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series of resolutions, tendering to the President " what- 
ever aid in men and money might be required to enable 
him to enforce the laws and uphold the authority of 
the Federal Government," and on the 15th inst. Major- 
Gcneral Sandford offered the services of the whole 
First Division of the Militia of New York in support of 
the United States authority. 

New York City, nevertheless, determined to make 
one more effort to avert the horrors of war. A memo- 
rial in favor of compromise measures was circulated. 
On the 18th of January a large meeting of merchants 
was held at the Chamber of Commerce, where a similar 
memorial was adopted, which was sent to Washington 
in February, with forty thousand names appended. On 
the 28th of January an immense Union meeting was 
held at the Cooper Institute, when it was resolved to 
send three commissioners to the conventions of the 
people of South Carohna, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, 
Louisiana and Mississippi, to confer with the delegates 
of these states, assembled in convention, in regard to 
the measures best calculated to restore the peace and 
integrity of the Union. The Crittenden Compronaise 
was suggested in these meetings as a basis of pacifi- 
cation. 

On the 22d of January the chief of the Metropolitan 
Police, John A. Kennedy, seized thu-ty-eight cases of 
muskets which were about to be shipped for Georgia, 
and deposited them in the State Arsenal of the city. 
Information of the seizure was at once sent to the con- 
signees, who appealed to Governor Brown, of Georgia. 
Mr. Toombs, who was at Millodgeville, at once dis- 
l a menacing telegram to Mayor "Wood, demand- 
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ing the cause of tliis act. The mayor apologized in reply, 
protesting that he had no authority over the police. 
Governor Brown retaliated by seizing two brigs, two 
barks, and a schooner, which were lying in the harbor, 
and sent word that they would be held till tlie arms were 
released. Governor Morgan referred the owners to the 
United States Courts for redress. They were soon 
informed, however, that the arms had been surrendered 
to their agent, G. B. Lamar, whereupon Governor 
Brown released the vessels, which quickly left the har- 
bor. Some delay, nevertheless, having arisen in the 
release of the arms, the governor seized three other 
vessels, all owned in New York, and held them till the 
arms were actually in the possession of the claimants. 
These arms were said to belong in part to private indi- 
viduals, and in part to the State of Alabama, and were 
supposed to be designed for the use of the insurgent 
government. 

The end of this phase of the contest soon came. 
Stat« after state seceded, fortress after fortress was 
seized, armies were form, d throughout the South, and 
a Provisional Government was organized at Montgom- 
ery. At length the blow fell. Fort Sumter, where 
Major Anderson and his little band had been for months 
beleaguered, was evacuated on the 14th of April, 1861. 
And here let us say, that it was owing to the gallantry 
of a sergeant of the New York police force, Peter Hart, 
who had formerly served with Major Anderson in Mex- 
ico, that the American flag remained unfurled to the 
end over the fort. When, in the thickest of the fight, 
the flag was finally shot down, after having been hit 
nine times, Hart volunteered to raise it again, and, 
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climbing a temporary staff amidst a blinding hail of shot 
and shell, nailed the torn banner fast, and descended in 
safety. Sergeant Jasper had immortalized himself of old 
by a similar act of daring, close by, at Fort Moultrie. 
Mrs. Anderson had made a perilous journey to Fort 
Sumter early in January, for the purpose of carrying to 
her husband this brave auxihary, in whose faith she had 
full trust, and who was permitted to remain on condition 
of being a non-combatant. He served the country bet- 
ter than by arms. At a time when all parts of the 
country are claiming initiatory honors, it is well not to 
forget that a New Yorker saved the stars and stripes 
from falling in the first historic battle of the great war, 
as a New Yorker, Lieutenant De Peyster, was the first 
to raise them anew over the Confederate Capital. 

The uprising that followed the fall of Fort Sumter 
was unparalleled. The peaceful attitude of New York 
had led it to be supposed that she would cast her for- 
tunes with the South, or at all events stand aloof from 
the contest. Never was there a greater mistake. The 
crisis come, she nerved her energies to meet It, and 
from that hour to the close of the struggle, her citizens 
never faltered or withheld their blood and treasure. 
Those who had been most anxious for peace now vied 
with each other in asserting their determination to pre- 
serve the Union, and the mayor, who just before had 
urged the advantages of secession, issued a proclamation 
calling on all the citizens to unite in defence of the coun- 
try. On the day after the evacuation of Fort Sumter, 
President Lincoln issued a proclamation caUing for 
seventy-five thousand men, to serve for three months, 
the quota for New York being thirteen thousand. The 
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New York Legislature instantly responded by passing 
an act authorizing the enlistment of thirty thousand 
men, for two years instead of three months, and appro- 
priating three million dollars for the war. The State, 
nevertheless, like the country, was almost defenceless ; 
its arms had rusted in the half a century of peace that 
had gone by, and of its twenty thousand regular militia, 
only eight thousand had muskets or rifles fit for service, 
while its whole supply of field-pieces amounted to but 
one hundred and fifty. Steps were taken to supply 
the deficiency ; the regiments prepared to march ; the 
recruiting offices that were everywhere opened were 
seen thronged with thousands eager to enhst, and those 
were envied who were first accepted. And these volun- 
teers did not come from the dregs of the people ; the 
majority were young men of family and fortune, who 
held it an honor to serve as private soldiers in their 
country's cause. The Seventh Regiment, which was 
foremost in the field, is well-known as being composed 
of the best citizens of New York, and many other of 
the militia regiments claimed to be its rivals. Besides 
the regular militia, numerous volunteer organizations 
were formed under different names. The national flag 
was everywhere displayed, on public buildings and 
private residences, steamboats and railroad cars, and 
even the dresses of the citizens, who wore the stars and 
stripes in every conceivable form. 

The enthusiasm was general throughout the Northern 
States, which vied with each other in sending troops to 
the defense of the menaced National Capitol. Five 
Pennsylvania companies, which had been hurried for- 
ward by Governor Curtin from the interior of the State 
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without waiting to organize them into a regiment, were 
the first to reach the spot. On the 18th of April the 
Sixth Massachusetts Regiment marched through New 
York on its way to Washington, and received a most 
enthusiastic welcome. "Through New York the march 
was triumphal," wrote Governor Andrew. Yet it had 
been predicted that the regiment would be attacked 
on its way through the city. 

On the next day, the 19th, New York's favorite regi- 
ment, the Seventh, under the command of Colonel 
Marshall Lefferts, which had been drilling night and 
day, was to set out for Washington. At an early hour 
the sidewalks were densely thronged, and the streets 
seemed literally lined with banners. The moment was 
a thrilling one ; the city, that had known nought but 
peace within the memory of the present generation, 
was on the brink of a terrible war with those whom she 
had held as brethren, and was about to send forth her 
cherished sons to encounter its nameless perils. It was 
the first plunge ; and never, perhaps, did the emotions 
of the ensuing terrible years equal the intensity of that 
moment. The regiment formed in Lafayette Place in 
front of the Astor Library, about four o'clock in the 
afternoon. The surrounding windows, housetops, and 
even trees, were thronged with enthusiastic spectators. 
Just before they were ready to move, intelligence was 
received that three of their guests of the day before had 
been massacred on their way through Baltimore. An 
electric thrill ran through the crowd and steeled all 
hearts with a determination to avenge their deaths. 
Porty-eight rounds of ball cartridge were served out to 
the members of the regiment, and having formed in line. 
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they marched through Fourth street to Broadway, 
down this great thoroughfare to Cortlandt street,.. and 
thence to Jersey City Perry, and crossing the river, 
commenced their journey to Washington. Never had 
New York seemed gayer than on this sunny day, with 
hundreds of thousands of bright colored flags floating m 
the breeze, and hundreds of thousands of people assem- 
bled to take farewell of their departing brethren. The 
brilliant display that had lately greeted the Japanese 
Embassy and the Prince of Wales paled before this 
demonstration ; but the holiday garb was only external, 
and all hearts were filled with sadness at the the fratri- 
cidal war, the first scene of which was passing before 
them. Here we leave the gallant Seventh, the story 
of whose six days' march to the National Capitol has 
been so graphically described by one who speedily gave 
his life in defense of his country. 

On the same day a meeting of the merchants of New 
York was held at the Chamber of Commerce, at wliich 
resolutions indorsing the action of the Government, and 
urging a blockade of all the Southern ports, were 
unanimously adopted, and a large committee of promi- 
nent capitalists was appointed to make aiTangements 
for placing the nine million dollars still untaken of the 
Government loan. The announcement having been 
made that several of the regiments preparing to leave 
were embarrassed for want of funds, a collection was 
instantly taken up, and twenty-one thousand dollars 
were raised in ten minutes. 

On the evening of the day that President Lincoln 
had issued his call for troops, several gentlemen had 
met at the house of R. H. McCurdy, and resolved on 
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measures for the support of the government. They 
determined to call a public meeting of all parties to aid 
in sustaining the government in this crisis, and ap- 
pointed a committee, consisting of a large number of 
influential citizens, to make the necessary arrangements. 
The members of this committee were notified of their 
appointment the next day, by a circular, and requested 
to meet at the Chamber of Commerce, on the corner 
of William and Cedar streets. A call was at once issued 
for a great mass meeting at Union Square, to be com- 
posed of men of all parties who were desirous of pre- 
serving the Union. 

The great Union Square meeting will long be remem- 
bered. For the time, as complete unanimity of senti- 
ment prevailed as could ever be achieved among a 
million of people. All differences of opinion seemed 
hushed for the time, and the only thought was the 
common safety. The largest concourse of people 
that had ever been witnessed in New York assem- 
bled on the afternoon of the 20th of April, in Union 
Square. All the places of business in tie city were 
closed. Pour stands had been erected for the speak- 
ers ; but these proved insufficient, and those who 
were unable to obtain a place within hearing of 
the principal speakers, were addressed from the bal- 
conies, and even from the roofs of the houses. More 
than a hundred thousand persons were supposed to 
have been present. Major Anderson and his officers 
were there, with the tattered flag of Sumter. The 
leaders of all parties joined in the demonstration ; dem- 
ocrats and republicans, conservatives and radicals, all 
were united m the first flush of excitement. The four 
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presidents of the meeting wore, John A. Dix, Bx-Gov- 
ernor Fish, Ex-Mayor Havemeyer, and Moses H. Grin- 
nell. Among the numerous spealiers were Daniel S. 
Diclcinson, Robert J. Walker, David S. Coddington, 
Professor Mitchell and Colonel Baker, both of whom 
were doomed to die in defence of their principles, and 
Mayor Wood, who, on his own responsibiUty, pledged 
tho corporation of Wcw York to fit out the brigade 
which Colonel Baker had offered to raise. The speeches 
were of the most stirring character, a Ust of patriotic 
resolutions was adopted, and a Committee of Safety was 
appointed, composed of some of the most distmguished 
men of New York, without reference to party, and 
charged to represent the citizens in the collection of 
funds and the transaction of such other business in aid 
of the movements of the government as the public 
interest might require. The Committee organized that 
evening under the name of the Union Defence Com- 
mittee. It was composed of the following citizens :— 
John A. Dix, chairman ; Simeon Draper, vice-chair- 
man i William M. Bvarts, secretary ; Theodore Dehon, 
treasurer ; Moses Taylor, Richard M. Blatchford, Ed- 
wards Pierrepont, Alexander T. Stewart, Samuel Sloane, 
John Jacob Astor, Jr., John J. Cisco, James S. Wads- 
worth, Isaac Bell, James Boorman, Charles H. MarshaB, 
Robert H. MoCurdy, Moses H. GrinnoU, Royal Phelps, 
William B. Dodge, Greene C. Bronson, Hamilton Fish, 
William F. Havemeyer, Charles H. Russell, James T. 
Brady, Rudolph A. Witthaus, Abiel A. Low, Prosper 
M. Wetmorc, A. 0. Richards, and the mayor, comp- 
troller and presidents of the two Boards of the Common 
Council of the City of New York. The Committee had 
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rooms at No. 30 Tine street, open during tlie day, and 
at the Fifth Avenue Hotel, open in the evening. 

It was not enough to provide men ; money also was 
needed. On the 22d of April the Common Council, 
by the recommendation of the mayor, passed an ordi- 
nance authorizing a loan of one million of dollars for 
the defence of the Union, in pursuance of which Union 
Defence Fund Bonds, payable May 1, 1862, were issued. 
On the same day a meeting of the whole New York 
Bar was held, at which twenty-five thousand dollars 
were contributed for the same purpose. A loan of five 
hundred thousand dollars in aid of the families of volun- 
teers, payable July 1, 1862, was subsequently made by 
the Common Conncil. This was but a beginning. It 
is estimated that in the course of three months, New 
York furnished one hundred and fifty millions to the 
government; and at the close of the year the secre- 
tary of the treasury reported that, out of the two 
hundred and sixty million dollars borrowed by the 
government, New York had furnished two hundred 
and ten millions. Boston had reduced the quota of her 
advance from thirty to twenty per cent, while New 
York took not only her own, but what Boston rejected. 
Without this aid, the government would have been 
forced, through Jack of means, to consent to the dissolu- 
tion of the Union. 

New York now presented the aspect of a military 
city. The City Hall Park was filled with barracks 
for the accommodation of the Northern and Eastern 
troops that passed through the city on their way to the 
seat of war. Simday was destined to be marked by 
great events throughout the conflict, but of all the 
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memorable Sundays during these four years, none per- 
haps was more impressive than the day after the great 
Union Square meeting. Sermons appropriate to the 
occasion were preached everywhere, and contributions 
were taken up to aid in fitting out regiments. In many 
of the churches, the flag was displayed, and the Star- 
Spangled Banner sung by the congregation after the 
service. The streets were thronged with an immense 
crowd assembled to witness the departure of the three 
regiments—the Sixth, Colonel Pinckney, the Twelfth, 
Colonel Butterfield, and the Seventy-first, Colonel Tos- 
burgh, that were to set out for Washington that after- 
noon. Bells were rung, cannon fired, and flags displayed 
on all the shipping and public buUdin^. The popular 
enthusiasm seemed unbounded. During the few re- 
maining days of the memorable month of April, the 
troops already mentioned were followed by the Eighth 
Regiment, Colonel Lyons ; the Thirteenth, Colonel 
Smith ; the Fifth, Colonel Schwarzwaelder ; the Second, 
Colonel Tompkins ; the Sixty-ninth, Colonel Corcoran ; 
the Ninth, Colonel Stiles ; and the Twenty-fifth, Colonel 
Bryan.* 

On the 22d of April General "Wool, the commander 

* The New York 0ty militia regiments which served for three months, at the 
ospiration. of which time they returned and were discharged, were as follows : 
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Col. Geo. W. Tompkms . 

" C. Soliwarzwaelder . 

" Jos. C. PinekuBy 

" Marsh.'Jl LeEferta . 

" George Lyons . . 

" John W. Stiles . . 

" Daniel Butterfield . 

" Miehnel Corcoran . 

" A. S- Vosburgh . . 
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of the Eastern Department, which comprised all the 
country north of the Potomac and east of the Mississippi 
Kiver, arrived in New York and fixed his quarters at 
the St. Nicholas Hotel. He had been preceded by 
Gfovemor Morgan, who, having received orders from 
Washington to send on troops as fast as possible, had 
accepted the offer of Colonel Ellsworth's regiment of 
Zouaves, and commanded that rations and transportation 
should be furnished to all soldiers ordered to Washing- 
ton. A complication arose between these officials in 
relation to the Zouave regiment, which was full, and 
which the governor wished to reduce to seventy-seven 
men per company. None would go without the whole, 
and General Wool took the responsibility of ordering 
them forward at once. By way of reproof for his some- 
what irregular promptness in this and other matters, he 
was afterwards- retired from service ; but the action was 
subsequently reconsidered, and he was restored to com- 
mand. The Union Defence Committee co-operated with 
him and aided him in hastening troops to the seat of 
war. The twenty-one regiments offered by the State 
over and above its quota had been accepted, and on the 
24th of April an agent left for Europe with five hun- 
dred thousand dollars wherewith to purchase arms. 

In the meantime, the women of the city set to work 
^ith one accord to prepare means for softening the 
labors of the soldiers in the field, and alleviating the 
suiferings of the sick and wounded. On the 25th of 
April a number of ladies met at a private house and 
formed the plan of a Central Relief Association. A com- 
mittee was appointed, with instructions to call a meeting 
of the women of New York at Cooper Institute, on the 
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morning of the 29th inst., to concert measures for the 
relief of the sick and wounded. The largest gathering 
of women ever seen in the city responded to the appeal. 
David Dudley Field was chosen president, and the meet- 
ing was addressed hy the Rev. Henry W. Bellows, Han- 
nibal Hamlin, the Vice-President of the United States, 
and others. An organization was effected, with Dr. 
Valentine Mott as president ; Dr. Bellows, vice-presi- 
dent ; G. F. Allen, secretary ; and Howard Potter, treas- 
urer ; and the corner-stone was thus laid of that nohle 
institution, the United States Sanitary Commission, 
which followed the army everywhere, and assuaged the 
sufferings caused by war. Thousands of women, and 
even children, devoted themselves to scraping lint, knit- 
ting socks, making garments, and preparing delicacies 
for the sick and wounded whom they saw in perspective ; 
and scores of the most tenderly reared and delicate 
young ladies volunteered their services as hospital 
nurses, and went into training under the directions of the 
city physicians. The month of April, 1861, was a sub- 
lime era in the annals of New York, as in those of the 
whole country. Minor differences were forgotten, and, 
for the moment, all hearts in the great city seemed to 
heat in unison. 

The work of forwarding troops went on, and by the 
25th of May the authorized thirty thousand men had 
been raised by the State, and hy the 12th of July they 
had been organized into thirty-eight regiments, officered, 
and despatched to the seat of war. Ten regiments were 
accepted in addition from the Union Defence Committee, 
in response to a call made hy the President on the 4th 
■ May for volunteers, and by the 1st of July the State 
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of New York had nearly forty-seven thousand troops in 
the field ; consisting of three months' militia, three years' 
militia, two years' volunteers, and three years' volun- 
teers. Of these, the Eleventh, New York Zouaves, 
Colonel Ellsworth, the first volunteer regiment in the 
field ; the Twenty-Eighth, Colonel Bennett ; and the 
Fourteenth, Colonel Wood, left New York City in May, 
followed in June by the Eighth, Colonel Blenker ; the 
Tenth, Colonel McChesney ; the Garibaldi Guard, Colo- 
nel D'Utassy; the Twelfth, Colonel Quincy ; the Thir- 
teenth, Colonel Walrath ; the Ninth, Colonel Hawkins ; 
the Sixth, Colonel Wilson ; the Fourteenth, Colonel 
McQuade ; the Thirty-Eighth, Colonel Hobart ; the 
Eighteenth, Colonel Jackson ; the Seventeenth, Colonel 
Lansing ; the Thirty-seventh, Colonel McCunn ; and the 
Thirty-first, Colonel Pratt, of the volunteers ; and the 
Seventy-ninth, Colonel Cameron ; the Nineteenth, Colo- 
nel Clark ; Company K., Ninth New York, Captain Bunt- 
ing ; the Twenty-first, Colonel Rogers ; the Twenty- 
sixth, Colonel Christin ; the Twenty-ninth, Colonel 
Von Steinwehr ; the Twenty-eighth, Colonel Donnelly ; 
the First, Colonel Montgomery ; the Sixteenth, Colonel 
Davies ; and the Thirtieth, Colonel Matheson, of the 
New York State troops. Money was poured out with 
a lavish hand ; churches, associations, and individuals 
UBerally contributing everywhere to the outfit of the 
troops. 

On the 8th of May General John A. Dix was ap- 
pointed Major-General of New York, and on the 15th 
of May, the other Major-Generalship was bestowed on 
James S. Wadsworth, who afterwards fell in the battle 
of the Wilderness. 

51 
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Time forbids us to follow the soldiers through their 
wanderings ; it suffices to say that there was not a land 
engagement in 1861, east of the Alleghanies and south 
of Washington, in which the brave New York soldiers 
did not participate. The first flag taken from the insur- 
gents was the trophy of two New Yorkers, "William 
MeSpedon, of New York City, and Samuel Smith, of 
Queens County, Long Island, who, spying from Wash- 
ington a Confederate flag flying in Alexandria, went over 
and captured it. On the next day, another New Yorker, 
Colonel BUsworth, the commander of the first volunteer 
regiment that marched from New York, fell while 
attempting to haul down the stars and bars. He was 
the first officer that had fallen in the struggle, and the 
first man, in fact, in the campaign. His death caused 
an intense excitement in New York, where he was well 
known, and where his ability and gallant bearing had 
inspired great admiration. His body was taken to 
Washington, where the funeral services were performed 
at the White House, President Lincohi officiating as 
chief mourner ; it was then brought to New York, where 
it lay in state for two days at the City Hall, after which 
it was escorted through the streets by an immense pro- 
cession to the railroad depot, whence it was taken to 
Colonel Ellsworth's native place, Mechaniesville, N. Y., 
for interment. Under the influence of the popular 
excitement, a regiment was immediately formed, under 
the name of tbe Ellsworth Avengers. 

His fate but presaged that of thousands of others. 
To chronicle the sons of New York who feU in the san- 
guinary conflict would far transcend the limits of this 
brief sketch. The disastrous battle of Bull Run was 
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especially fatal to the New York troops, many of whom 
were killed or made prisoners, among others, Colonels 
Corcoran and Wood, who were held as hostages for the 
crew of a privateer imprisoned by the United States 
government on a charge of piracy. Immediately after 
this disaster, without waiting for additional authority 
from the Legislature, Governor Morgan issued a pro- 
clamation calling for twenty-five thousand troops to 
serve for three years. On the Ist of October the quota 
of the State was raised to one hundred thousand, and 
on the 1st of November to one hundred and twenty 
thousand men. 

In the December election of 1861 George Opdyke, a 
New York merchant of earnest patriotism and untiring 
energy, was chosen mayor. This was a fortunate 
choice, which secured to the city, during the two most 
critical years of the war, the services of a loyal and effi- 
cient chief magistrate. Time forbids us to dilate on 
the events of the year farther than to say that, in spite 
of the Bull Run disaster, the result had been favorable 
to the Federal forces ; the Border States having been 
secured to the Union, the insurgents driven out of 
Western Virginia, the blockade maintained, and many 
important naval advantages won. During the year 
1861 New York City had put into the field over sixty 
thousand volunteers, exclusive of miUtia ; and heavily as 
she had suffered from the loss of her Southern debts, 
had loaned to the general government more than one 
hundred million dollars. 

The campaign of 1862 opened brilliantly. Signal 
victories followed each other for month after month : in 
the West the fall of Forts Donclson and Henry, Nash- 
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vilb, Memphis and Corinth, and the battle of Pittsburg 
Landing ; on the coast, the successful expedition of 
Burnside ; and at the South, the capture of New Orleans, 
inspired the public with a beUef that the war was fast 
advancing to a happy termination. Under the lead of 
her patriotic mayor. New York continued her contri- 
butions of men and money without stint, and by re- 
peated demonstrations manifested her fidelity to the 
Union cause. On the 14th of February, 1862, Mayor 
Opdyke issued a proclamation of congratulation on 
General Burnside's victory at Roanoke Island, and the 
other triumphs of the Union arms, and recommended 
that on the following day a hundred guns should be 
fired from the Battery and Madison Square, and the 
national flag dispkyed on the public and private build- 
ings. In accordance with the spirit of the times, the 
22d of February was celebrated with unusual solemnity, 
and a mass meeting was held at the Cooper Institute. 

On the 11th of April the mayor also issued a procla- 
mation of thanksgiving for the victory at Pittsburg 
Landing. Meanwhile the city exerted itself to aid the 
sick and wounded, and to provide for the famihes of 
the volunteers. An appropriation was made for a 
company of loyal refugees from Florida, who had been 
driven from their homes and reduced to utter destitu- 
tion. On the 2d of May, 1862, a Home for Siek and 
Wounded Soldiers, capable of accommodating four or 
five hundred patients, was opened by an association of 
ladies, headed by Mrs. Valentine Mott, in the building 
on the corner of Lexington Avenue and Fifty-first 
street, erected a few years before for an Infants' Home. 
Other similar ir stitutions were opened ; among others. 
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Kount St. Vincent, in the Central Park. On the 18th 
of June the Common Council passed an ordinance 
appropriating five hundred thousand dollars for the 
relief of the families of volunteers. 

After half a year of uninterrupted victory, the sea- 
son of reverses began. General McCleUan's campaign, 
against Eichmond, at the head of the Grand Army of 
the Potomac, from which so much had been expected, 
proved a failure, and the country was overshadowed 
with gloom. At this juncture, the Chamber of Com- 
merce met on the 7th of July, and passed an unani- 
mous resolution that a committee of five should be 
appointed, to meet similar committees from the Union 
Defence Committee and other loyal organizations, for 
the purpose of devising measures to sustain the Na- 
tional Government. This resohition was transmitted 
to the Common Council by Mayor Opdyke, with the 
recommendation that it should also pledge the people 
of the metropolis to the support of the government in 
the prosecution of the war and the maintenance of the 
national honor, and that a public meeting should be 
cahed, without distinction of party, to express the un- 
diminished confidence of the citizens in the justice of 
their cause, and their inflexible purpose to maintain it 
to the end, and to proffer to the government all the aid 
it'might need, to the extent of their resources. 

In August, General Corcoran was released from his 
thirteen months' imprisonment by the Richmond au- 
thorities, and was received with great enthusiasm, on 
the 22d of August, at Castle Garden, where he was 
met by the municipal authorities and addressed by the 
mayor. The rank of brigadier-general had been con- 
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ferred on him by President Lincoln, in appreciation of 
his valor and sufferings. On the 27th hist, a great 
war-meeting was held in the City Hall Park, which 
was thronged to overflowing. Speeches were made by 
Mayor Opdyke, General Corcoran, and others, and it 
was resolved, as far as practicable, to close all places 
of business at 3 P. M. until the 13th of the ensuing 
September, in order to enable loyal citizens to carry 
forward volunteering, and to perfect themselves in mili- 
tary drill. To further this work, the Common Council 
passed an ordinance, which was approved by the mayor, 
offering fifty doUars bounty to each volunteer.* 

This was an exciting epoch of the war. General 
Pope had concentrated a large force about Washington, 
and a decisive engagement was hourly expected. The 
crisis came ; and on the 30th of August the second 
disastrous battle of Bull Run was fought, followed 
shortly after by the Confederate advance into Mary- 
land. The battles of South Mountain and Antietam 
repelled the invaders, and another campaign agamst 
Richmond was undertaken, again without success. The 
battle of Fredericksburg closed the year disastrously. 
Yet, if less had been gained than the public had hoped. 



* Tlie following New York City Mililaft Eeginieiits served for thcea montlis ii 
1862. See Report of County TolunMer ComiQittee. 
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little tad been lost. The whole coast, from Cape Henry 
to the Rio Grande, was occupied by the Union forces, 
with the exception of Charleston, Mobile, Savannah, 
and Wilmington, and a few unimportant places ; and 
the Northern Army was closing in upon the insurgent 
territory. During the year. New York City appropri- 
ated a million and a half of dollars for the relief of 
the families of volunteers. It was estimated that dur- 
ing the first two years of the war the people of the city 
had contributed to its support, in taxes, gratuities and 
loans to the government, not less than three hundred 
miUions of dollars, and had furnished over eighty thou- 
sand volunteers.* 

Yet the great metropolis did not flag beneath this 
heavy burden, but bore the load cheerfully and without 
complaint ; and on viewing the sacrifices which she 
readily imposed on herself— heavier, far, than were 
endured by any other city in the Union— we marvel 
that any one should dare to impugn her loyalty, or to 
judge her by the irresponsible masses that too often 
rule her elections. 

The year 1863 was the turning-point of the conflict, 
and also the most eventful, if we except the brilhant 
succession of victories which marked its termination. 
The season opened gloomily ; although the area of the 
rebellion had been reduced, its spirit seemed more 
defiant than ever. The first great event of the year 
was the emancipation proclamation, which took effect 
on the 1st of January, and virtually blotted slavery 
from the soil of the republic. Some believed, and 
others doubted, in the efficacy of this act, which was not 

* See Mayor Opdyke's Annual Message, January 1, 18S3. 
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at first followed by any brilliant results. The unanimity 
whicli had characterized tlie conflict in the beginning 
no longer prevailed ; a large pally had been formed m 
the Korth which was anxious for peace at any price. 
This party exerted a powerful influence in New York 
City, which had become the centre of Southern immi- 
gration. It was confidently predicted that this city, 
the political complexion of which was so strongly dem- 
ocratic, would refuse to assist longer in prosecuting 
the war, and would openly declare in favor of peace. 
As the season waned, even the most stout-hearted lost 
courage, and wavered in their faith of ultimate success. 
The last State election had resulted in a triumph of the 
democratic party, and the governor was notoriously 
opposed to the war. Under these inliuences, a great 
mass meeting was held in New York, on the 3d of 
June, consisting of deputies from all parts of the State, 
where resolutions were passed denouncing the adminis- 
tration, and counselling compromises in order to obtain 
peace. This was not, however, the prevailing spirit 
among the citizens, who, iu contradistinction, held war 
meetings, formed patriotic organizations, and left noth- 
ing undone to support the administration. Foremost 
among these was the Union League Club, which was 
formed on the broad basis of unqualified loyalty to the 
government of the country, and unswerving support of 
its efforts for the suppression of the rebellion, and which 
embraced in its ranks almost every prominent loyalist 
in the city. The history of the Union League Club is 
the history of New York patriotism. We shall have 
occasion to recur again to tliis great institution ; it 
suffices to say here that from its organization in 1863, 
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to the present time, it has been untiring in ita efforts 

to secure the triumph of the right, and to uproot the 
causes of strife. 

One of the most remarkable outgrowths of the Union 
League Club was the Loyal Publication Society, which 
played so important a part in the great struggle, that a 
sketch of its rise and progress will not be inappropriate 
in this connection. 

As we have already said, the year 1863 opened 
gloomy and beset with difficulties. It is now an ad- 
mitted historical fact, that a vast conspiracy — ^" The 
"Knights of the Golden Circle" — was laboring in the 
West to carry the people of that mighty region into the 
rebellion of the South. In the East a powerful faction 
poisoned the pubhc mind, not only by the regular 
action of the press, but also by the working of a society, 
organized at New York, which, under the euphonious 
name of "The Society for the Diffusion of Political 
"Knowledge," preached disloyalty and hostility to all 
the measures of the government. 

It was under these circumstances that William T. 
Blodgett, one of the most zealous patriots of New York, 
met at Washington, in the beginning of February, the 
secretaries of war and of the navy, the Hon, Edwin 
M. Stanton and the Hon. Gideon Welles, as well as the 
speaker of the House of Representatives, the Hon. 
Schuyler Colfax. These gentlemen consulted about 
the means of counteracting the efforts made by the 
Northern alHes of the Southern government. Immedi- 
ately after his return to New York, Mr. Blodgett 
invited a number of loyal and devoted citizens to a 
consultation about the organization of a society such as 
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had been suggested in the interview which had taken 

place at Washington. This initiatory step speedily led 
to the w!shed-for result. On the evening of the 14th 
of February, 1863, at a meeting held at the house of 
Charles Butler, the Loyal PuUicaiion Society was or- 



Charles King was unanimously elected permanent 
president, and John Austin Stevens, Jr., permanent 
secretary. 

The following resolution was unanimously adopted as 
the fundamental law : 

"Resolved, That the object of this organization is 
"and shall be confined to the distribution of journals and 
"documents of unquestionable and unconditional loyalty 
"throughout the United States, and particularly in the 
' ' armies now engaged in the suppression of the rebellion, 
"and to counteract, as far as practicable, the efforts now 
"being made by the enemies of the government and the 
"advocates of a disgraceful Peace, to circulate journals 
"and documents of a disloyal character." 

Eighty prominent citizens subscribed for the neces- 
sary funds, and the Society at once began its patriotic 
work. The number of subscribers rapidly increased to 
171, and the money contributed in the second year 
amounted to $11,620.94. 

The Society held its first anniversary meeting on 
February 13, 1864. Mr. King resigned as president on 
account of continued ill-health, and Dr. Francis Lieber 
was unanimously elected in his place. Mr. John Austin 
Stevens had tendered his resignation as permanent 
secretary, but was unanimously re-elected. Both these 
gentlemen were continued in their functions until the 
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final dissolution of the Society. Among the most active 
members of the Society are to be mentioned Messrs. 
Morris Ketchum, Charles Butler, George Griswold, 
Charles H. Marshall, James McKaye, Jackson S. Schultz, 
C. G-. Detmold, T. B. Coddington, LeGraiid B. Cannon, 
George P. Putnam, Wm. P. Blodgett, Sinclair Tousey, 
George Cabot Ward, T. Butler Wright, Grosvenor 
Lowrey, Fred. Schutz, W. C. Church and Charles Astor 
Bristed. 

The Society published in the first year 43 pamphlets, 
containing 720 pages of printed matter. The total 
number of the documents was 400,000, at a cost of 
$10,211.46. The pamphlets published by the Society 
were distributed in every accessible State. Between 
the 23d of February and the 4th of April, 1863, there 
were sent to Washington, for distribution to the Army 
of the Rappahannock, 36,000 journals and publications. 
Mr. Robert Dale Owen's "Future of the Northwest" 
was the powerful and effective reply to the insidious 
efforts of the conspirators of the "Golden Circle." 

In April, 1863, a plan was submitted to the Society 
to aid in the establishment of an "Army and Navy 
' ' Journal " on principles of unconditional loyalty. Under 
the auspices of the Loyal Publication Society of New 
York, aided by that of New England, and the Union 
^League Club of Philadelphia, this well-known and de- 
serving journal was established in New York, under the 
direction of Captain W. C. Church. Soon there came 
from many parts of the country the wannest expres- 
sions of thanks to the Loyal Publication Society for the 
great service rendered to the cause of the Union and 
Liberty. 
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During the second year the Society published 33 
pamphlets, containing 637 pages of printed matter, and 
distributed them all over the country and to the armies, 
in 470,000 copies, A great number of them was sent 
to England, France, and other European countries, 
where they helped the noble friends of our cause to 
dispel the clouds of errors, prejudices and evil passions 
raised by the emissaries of the Confederate govern- 
ment and its aiders and abettors. 

On the second anniversary meeting of the Society 
the following addition was made to the declaration of 
the object of the Loyal Publication Society : 

"By the dissemination, North and South, of well- 
' ' considered information and principles, to aid the 
"national government in the suppression and final ex- 
" tinction of slavery, by amendment to the Constitution 
" of the United States, to reconcile the master and slave 
" to their now and changed conditions, and so to adjust 
" their interests that peace and harmony may soon pre- 
" vail, and the nation, repairing the ravages of war, 
"enter upon a new, unbroken career of liberty, justice 
"and prosperity." 

During the third year of its operation the Loyal 
Publication Society issued only ten pamphlets, but these 
formed a substantial volume of 526 pages. 

The complete overthrow of the rebellion led several 
of the most active and influential members of the 
Society to thinii; the mission of that organization 
fulfilled. Hence at the third anniversary meeting, 
held on February 27, 1866, at the rooms of the Society, 
the following motion was made and unanimously adopted ; 

" In the opinion of this Society, the condition of the 
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"country no longer calls for the active labors of this 
" Society as an independent organization." 

The president, Dr. Francis Lieber, addressed some 
deeply felt and impressive remarks to the members 
present, and adjourned the Society sine die, with the 
words : God save the Great Republic ! God protect 
our Country ! 

The property, stereotype plates and effects of the 
Loyal Publication Society were transferred to the Union 
League Club of New York. 

The Loyal Publication Society of New York has been 
the worthy twin-sister of the Sanitary Commission ; the 
latter took care of the bodies of our patriotic soldiers, 
the former administered salutary remedies to many an 
infected mind. 

The documents published by that patriotic Society 
are now eagerly sought for by historians and public 
libraries.* 

* The foUowing list of the publLcationa issued by the Loyal Publication Society 
during its existence will indioato ita scope and spirit, and is a valunble historical 
record: 
No. 1. Future of the Northwest. By Bobeii Dale Owen. 

2. Echo from the Army. Extracta from Letters of Soldiers. 

3. Union Mass Meeting, Cooper Institute, March 6, 18G3. Speeches of Brady, 

Ywn Bwen, &e. 

4. Three Voices r the Soldier, Farmer and Poet. 

5. Voices from the Army. Letters and Resolutions of Soldiers. 

e. Northern True Men. Addresses of Connecticut Soldiers— Extracts from 

Richmond Journals. 
1. Speech of Major-General BuUer. Academy of Music, New York, April 2, 

1863. 
8. Separation; War without F.nd. Ed. Laboulaye. 
8. The Venom and the Antidote. Copperhead Declarations. Soldiers' Letters. 

10. AfowTVordsinEehalfoftbeLoyal Women of the United States. By One 

of Tliemsdves. Mrs. C. M. KirMimd. 

11. No Fiulure for Hie Nortii. Atlantic Monthly. 
13. Address to King Cotton. Eugene Pelielaa. 
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Most of the great national benevolent organizations, 
indeed, had their rise in New York City. The United 
States Sanitary Commission, that noble instrument of 
good, was in some sort an outgrowth, as we have already 
stated, of the "Woman's Central Relief Association, 
formed in New York in April, 1861, and was first sug- 

No. 13. How a Free People conduct a long War. SHIU. 

It. The Preservation of the Union a National Economic Neceasity. 

15. Elements Of Discord in Secessia. By WiUiam Alexander, Esq., of Texas. 

16. No Party now, but all for our Country. fVands Lieber. 
n. The Cause of the War. CoL Charles Anderson. 

18. Opinions of the early Pceaidents and of the Fathers of tlie Bepublic upon 

Slavery, and upon Negroes as Men and Soldiers. 

19. ffiinfeeit unb ((rcitieit, »on §etinonn 3tnfter. 

20. Military Despotism! Suspension of the Habeas CorpusI So. 

21. Letter addressed to the Opera-Houae Meeting, Cincinnati. By Cot. Charles 

Anderson. 

22. Emancipation is Peace. By Boiert Dale Oinen. 

23. Letter of Peter Cooper on Slave Emancipation. 

24. Patriotism. Sermon by the Bew. Jos. I^Vansiola, of St Peter's (Catholic) 

Church, Brooklyn. 

25. The Conditions of Reconstrucljon. By Robert JMe Oinea. 

26. Letter to the President. By Gen. A. J. RamiWm, of Texas. 

27. Nullification and Compromise: a Betrospeotive View. By John Mason 

Williams. 
2B. The Deatli of Slavery. Letter from Peter Cooper to Gov, Seymour. 

29. Slavery Plantations and the Yeomanry. Francis lAeber. 

30. Rebel Conditions of Peace. Eitracta Cram Richmond Journals. 

31. Address of the Loyal Leaguee, Utica, October 20, 1863. 

32. War Power of the President — Summary Imprisonment. By J. Seenmms. 

33. The Two Ways of Treason. 

34. The Monroe Doctrine. By Edward Everett, &c, 
36 The Arguments of Secessionists. JiYaneis Lieher. 

36. Prophecy and Fulflhnent. Letter of A. H. Stephens— Address of E. W. 

31. How the South Rejected Compromise, Ac. Speech of Mr. Chase in Peace 
Conference of 1861. 

38. Letters on our Nalaonal Stru^le. By Brigodier-General Thmnas M-ancis 

Meaglter. 

39. Bible View of Slavery, by John H. Hopkins, D,D., Bishop of the Diocese 

of Vermont. Examined by Henry Drisler. 
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gested by Henry "W". Bellows, D.D., W. H. Tan Buren, 
M.D., and Jacob Harsen, M.D,, all representatives of 
this and kindred associations of New York, who, on 
the 18th of May, 1861, addressed the secretary of war, 
recommending the formation of an organization of this 
kind. The Commission was duly authorized on the 9th 

No. 40. Tlie Conscription Act: a Series of Artidea. By Geo. B. Bmlkf, N. T. 

41. Eeponse de MM. De Gasparin, Laboulaye, &c 

42. Reply of Megsra. Gasparin, Laboulaye, and otliera. 

43. antKort ber ^crren Be (Saapatttt, Sa6cula?e, Sifartin, gu^tti, on bie Soijnl 

afoKonal Pwguc. 

44. Proceedings of First Anniversary Meeting of the Loyal Publication Sooiely, 

February 13, 18G4. 

45. Finances and Resources of tbe Unifeii States. By K G. Stebbiae. 

46. How the War Commenced. From CinciQcati Daily Gommercit^. 

47. Result of Serf Emancipation in Russia. 

48. Resources of the Uml«d States. By S. B. Ruggles. 

49. Patriotic Songs. A eolloction by G. P. Patnaia. 

50. The ConstitHtion Vindicated. Jaanm A. Hamilton. 

51. No Property in Man. Charles Sumner. 

52. Rebellion, Slavery and Peace. A'. Q. JJphom. 

63, How the War Commenced. {German Translation for the South.) By 

Dr. F. Sclmb. 
54. Our Burden and Our Strength. David A. Wdls. 

65. Emancipated Slave and His Master. {German Translation.) By Dr. F. 

Sckiitz, for the Society. 
56. The Assertions of a Seeessiooist. Alei^ H. Sleph^i^, 

67. Growler's Income Tax. By T. S. Arthw, Philadelphia. 

68. Emancipated Slave and his Master. Janta McKays, L. P. S. 

59. Lincoln or McOlellan. (German.) By Francis lAeier. 

60. Peace through Victory. (Sermon.) By Rev. J. P. Thompson. 

61. Sherman vs. Hood. Broadside. By the Secretary. 

62. The War for the LTnion. By WWam Swinfo/i. 

63. Letter on McClellan's Nomination. Hon. Gemt Smith. 

64. Letters of Loyal Soldiers. Parts 1, 2, 3, 4. By the Secretary. 

66. Submissionists and their Record, Parts 1 and 2. By the Secroteiy. 
66. Coercion Completed, or Treason Triumphant. By John O. SamiUcm. 
61. Lincoln or MeClellan. (Englisli.) By M-amis Lieber. 

68. The Cowards' Convention. By CTwrles Astor Bristed. 

69. Whom do the English wish Elected? By Fraierick Milne Edge, 

70. Collection of Letters fVom Europe. By G. P. Putnam, L. P. S. 
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of June, 1861, with the Kev. Dr. Bellows aa president. 
It speedily extended its ramifications over the whole 
country, and proved an indescribable blessing to the 
soldiers. 

The United States Christian Commission was also 
organized in New York, at a Convention of the Young 
Men's Christian Associations, held on the 16th Novem- 
ber, 1861. This association, which was designed to 
promote the physical comfort and spiritual welfare of 
the soldiers, was an instrument of great usefulness dur- 
ing the war. Another most important organization was 
the United States Union Commission, which was organ- 
ized in 1864, under the auspices of the Rev. Dr. Joseph 
P. Thompson, of New York, for the purpose of rehev- 
ing the necessities of the destitute refugees from the 
South, and which has since united with the Frecdmen's 
Commission. Besides these great national organiza- 

No. Vl. Lincoln or McClellaii. (Dutdi Translatioo.) 

12. Address of Dr. Schutz, at Philadelphia, October 5, 1865, 

73. Address of N. G. Taylor on Lojttlty and Sufferings of East Tennessee. 

74. The Slare Power. By J. C. McmHlon. 
76. The Great Issue. Address by John Jay. 

76. Narrative of Sufferings of TI. S. Priaonera of War in the hands of Rebel 
Authorities. By U. S. Sanitary Commission. 

77. Address on Secession. Delirered by Sr. lAetier in South Carolina in 1851. 

78. Report of the Sodety. 

79. Letter on Amendments of the Constitution. By Francis JAeber. 

80. America for Free Workmg Men. By C. Serdhof. 

81. General McClellau's Campaign. By F. M. Edge. 

82. Speech on Eecoustruction. By Hon. Wm. D. KeUey. 

83. Amendmente of the Constitution. By Frmicis lA^ear, 
81. Crimes of the South. By W. W. Broom. 

85. Lincoln's lata and its Lessons. By Eev. J. P. Thcympson, D. D. 

86. National System of Education. By Eev. Charles Brooks. 

87. Gasparin's Letter to President Johnson. Translated by Maiy L. Booth. 

88. Memorial Service for Throe Hundred Thousand Union Soldiers, with a 

Commemorative Kscourse. By Jos. P. Thompson. D. D. 
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tions, numberless minor associations were formed for 
the relief of the soldiers. In July, 1863, a State Sol- 
diers' Depot was established in Howard street, which 
was endowed by the State, and which combined a sol- 
diers' home, hospital, and reading-room. This institu- 
tion had agents on all the railroad trains, whose duty it 
was to protect the soldiers from wrong, and to look 
after the sick and wounded. A Soldiers' Rest was 
established in Fourth Avenue, near the railroad depots 
on the corner of Twenty-sixth and Twenty-seventh 
streets, under the auspices of the Union League Club, 
where soldiers arriving in and leaving the city were 
provided for during their temporary stay. At No. 194 
Broadway were the rooms of tlie New England Soldiers' 
Relief Association, which was organized in 1862 for the 
especial benefit of the soldiers from New England, but 
which opened its doors to all without distinction. But 
even to catalogue all the noble associations that sprung 
up in New York City through public and private enter- 
prise, would fill a volume ; and as we have before 
remarked, we cannot in this brief sketch undertake to 
do justice to the patriotism of New York City, but only 
to chronicle some of the most striking examples thereof. 
We should not omit mention, however, of a movement 
which was set on foot about the same time to discour- 
age the importation of goods during the war, and thus 
prevent specie from leaving the country. For this end, 
a large meeting of the women of New York was held at 
the Cooper Institute, where great numbers pledged 
themselves to purchase no articles except those of home 
manufacture, save in cases of absolute necessity, until 
peace should be declared. 
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111 the mean time, the army was rapidly being de- 
pleted by the expiration of the terms of enlistment of 
the two years', twelve months', and nine months' regi- 
ments. Some sixty-five thousand men would leave the 
service in the spring and summer of 1863, and there 
was little probabiMty that their places would be sup- 
pHed by volunteers, even under the temptation of the 
enormous bounties offered. To meet this exigency, on 
the 3d of March, 1863, Congress passed an enrolment 
and conscription act, authorizing the President to re- 
cruit the army when necessary, by drafting from the 
able-bodied citizens between the ages of twenty and 
forty-five. The drafted men were allowed to furnish 
substitutes, or to pay $300, in consideration of which 
the government undertook to procure them. 

Although conscription had been practised from the 
very beginning by the South, this measure was de- 
nounced by a large class in the North, as violent and 
unconstitutional, and a virulent spirit of opposition was 
manifested, especially among those opposed to the war. 
A general enrolment nevertheless was made, and early 
in May a draft of three hundred thousand men was 
ordered to take place in each district, as soon as the 
enrolment therein was completed, and the quota as- 
signed. Just at this juncture General Lee invaded 
Maryland and Pennsylvania, with the hope of transfer- 
ring the seat of war to the north of the Potomac, and 
relieving the Shenandoah Valley of the Federal troops. 
The Confederates ravaged Southern Pennsylvania, and 
advanced to within a few miles of Harrisburg, and their 
commander issued manifestoes from that place and 
York. The greatest consternation prevailed. The 
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gOYernor of Pennsylvania called the troops of the 
State to arms, and entreated assistance from the neigh- 
boring States. President Lincohi made a requisition 
on Governor Seymour for twenty thousand militia, to 
aid in repelling the invasion ; to which the latter re-" 
sponded by directing General Sandford, the commander 
of the New York City militia, to send every available 
regiment at his disposal to the seat of war for thirty 
days' service, and giving similar orders to the militia of 
the neighboring cities. The troops were immediately 
directed to hold themselves in readiness, and on the fol- 
lowing day, the 16th of June, General Sandford issued 
a general order directing the regiments of the First 
Division of the New York State Militia, comprising all 
those belonging in New York City, to repair forthwith 
to Harrisburg. The Seventh Regiment at once led the 
way, followed within a few days by nearly all the rest 
of the city militia, as well as those of Brooklyn.* The 
result is well known : the tide of invasion was driven 
back, and the national holiday was gladdened by the 
news of the victory of Gettysburg and the capture of 
Ticksburg. 



•Keglmenw, 
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Col. Daniel W. Teller 

' Louia Biii^r , 

' Joel W. Masou . 

' Marshall LefTerta 

" J. M. Yariau . 

'' J. Maidhoff . . 

' Wra. O. Ward . 

' Lloyd A8pm.waU 

' Chas. Rooma . . 

' Eugene Le GhI . 

' Jajnea Bagley 

' B. L. Trafford 

■ F. A. Conkling 
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This joy was soon overshadowed by the most humili- 
ating event ever recorded in the annals of New York. 
The victories which rejoiced the hearts of the loyal 
citizens exasperated the disloyal part of the population, 
and urged them to desperate measures. The draft was 
to commence on the 11th of July, and the opportunity 
was seized to instigate an outbreak which might turn 
the scale anew. New York was in a most defenceless 
condition, being stripped of troops and devoid of any 
means of protection. Mayor Opdyke had remonstrated 
with Governor Sojonour against thus draining the city 
of the mihtia on the eve of the draft, but the governor 
had replied that the orders of his superiors left him no 
discretion in the matter ; and, moreover, that he was 
confident that the city would be safe under the protec- 
tion of the police. Not sharing this security, the mayor 
ineffectually urged the governor to authorize the raising 
of twenty or thirty new regiments, in order to 
strengthen the militia force. Failing in this, he next 
asked the government to postpone the draft until the 
return of the troops from their thirty days' service ; but 
this was not deemed advisable, and the draft was com- 
menced under the direction of Colonel Nugent, the pro- 
vost-marshal, on Saturday, the 11th of July, on the 
corner of Forty-sixth street and Third Avenue, in the 
ninth congressional distirict. A large crowd assembled, 
but the drafting proceeded quietly, amidst the apparent 
good-humor of the spectators, and it was generally sup- 
posed that the apprehended danger had passed by. 

The next day secret meetings were held, and meas- 
ures were concerted to resist the draft by force. Early 
on Monday morning an organized band went from shop 
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to shop, persuading or coercing the men to quit their 
work and join the procession that was on its way to 
the provost-marshal's office in Third Avenue. Captain 
Jenkins and his assistant had just commenced drafting, 
when the report of a pistol was heard in the street, and 
at the signal a voRey of paving-stones crashed through 
the windows, overturning the inkstands, and felling two 
or three of the officials to the ground. In an instant 
after the infuriated mob, suddenly fired with rage, burst 
open the doors, broke the furniture, destroyed the 
records, and beat and dispersed the officials. Deputy 
Provost- Marshal Vanderpoel was carried out for dead ; 
the rest escaped uninjured. Not content with wreaking 
thoir vengeance on the drafting machinery, the rioters 
proceeded to fire the building, after pouring camphene 
on the floor, and the whole block between Forty-fifth 
and Forty-sixth streets was speedily reduced to ashes. 
Chief-Engineer Decker, of the Fire Department, has- 
tened to tlie spot, but the rioters had gained possession 
of the hydrants, and would not suffer the firemen to 
have access to them till the fiames were beyond control. 
The police were driven oif, and Superintendent Kennedy 
was knocked down and nearly beaten to death. In this 
emergency the mayor made a requisition on General 
Sandford and General Wool to call out the troops under 
their command, and telegraphed to Governor Seymour 
urging him to send militia from the adjoining counties. 
He also telegraphed to the governors of the neighboring 
States, and requested the co-operation of Mr. Acton, 
the president of the police board. General Wool 
immediately ordered all the garrisons of the various 
fortifications in the neighborhood to repair to the city, 
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and requested Admiral Paulding to send the marines 
fcom the Brooklyn Navy Yard. General Harvey Brown 
was placed in immediate command of the forces in Now 
York, and was stationed at the police headquarters, 
whence expeditions of the military and the police were 
sent in various directions to quell the riot wherever it 
was reported to be most formidable, General Sandford, 
with the handful of the militia that remained in the 
city, took up his headquarters at the Seventh Avenue 
Arsenal, which he defended from attack, dispersing 
several mobs in the vicinity, and General Wool and the 
mayor established themselves at the St. Nicholas, The 
Tenth New York Regiment, happily, had not yet left. 
It was ordered to remain, and was stationed, part in the 
City Arsenal and part in the arsenal at the Central Park. 
The entire force assembled in the city up to twelve 
o'clock at night did not amount to one thousand men. 

A detachment of the Invalid Corps of about fifty in 
number, under the command of Lieutenant Reed, was 
sent in a Third Avenue car to the scene of the riot at 
Forty-sixth street. The crowd, which by this time had 
swelled to an army of men, women and children, 
received notice of their coming, and tearing up the 
railroad tracks and breaking the telegraph wires, armed 
themselves therewith, and awaited them at Forty-third 
street. The soldiers left the car, and Lieutenant Reed, 
after vainly directing the mob to disperse, committed 
the fatal mistake of ordering his men to fire blank 
cartridges. The farcical discharge exasperated the 
rioters, who sprang on the troops, wrenched their mus- 
kets from their hands, and beat and maltreated them. 
The unfortunate soldiers fled in every direction, pursued 
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by tlie rioters ; many were killed and nearly all severely 
injured.- The police attempted to interfere, but were 
driven off with the loss of one of their number. The 
sight of blood intoxicated the mob, who lost sight of 
the draft to enter upon a crusade of murder and 
plunder. After sacking and bm-ning two private 
residences in Lexington Avenue, one of which they 
wrongly supposed to belong to a deputy provost-mar- 
shal, they proceeded to the office of Provost-Marshal 
Manierre, in Broadway, near Twenty-eighth street, 
where the draft had also been commenced in the morn- 
ing, but had been since suspended. A part of the crowd 
passed down Fifth Avenue. On their way they per- 
ceived the American flag displayed in honor of the late 
victories, over the residence of Judge White, in Fifth 
Avenue, near Thirty-fifth street. They halted and cried, 
"Haul down that d — d rag!" The order remaining 
unheeded, they flung stones through the windows and 
were about to set fire to the house, when some one 
proposed that they should first burn the provost-mar- 
shal's office, whereupon they left, promising to return 
and complete their work. In a short time the whole 
block in Broadway between Twenty-eighth and Twenty- 
ninth streets was in flames. The lower part was used 
for stores filled with costly articles, and the upper part 
was occupied as a fashionable boarding-house. The 
wildest confusioii.prevailed. The rioters rifled the build- 
ings of their contents, and the surrounding streets, 
usually the resort of fashionable promenaders, were 
soon filled with squalid men, women and children, laden 
with rich furniture, silver, and articles of wearing ap- 
parel. The neighborhood rang with the shouts and 
joUs of the lawless m6b. 
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From this place the mob proceeded to the Colored 
Orphan Asylum in Fifth Avenue, between Forty-third 
and Forty-fourth streets, the home of seven or eight 
hundred colored children, and proceeded to demolish 
the building in order to gratify their spite against the 
negroes, whom they regarded as the prime cause of the 
draft. This feeling rapidly developed, and became one 
of the most prominent features of the riot. The unfor- 
tunate negroes were everywhere hunted down ; the 
hotels and private houses where they were employed 
were attacked, and all who gave them shelter were 
threatened with violence. It is supposed that a 
dozen at least were brutally murdered during the 
course of the day. Some were driven into the river, 
and others beaten to death or suspended from the lamp- 
posts. One was thrown into a barrel of blazing whis- 
key ; another, after having been beaten tdl he was 
senseless, was hung to a tree over a fire, where he re- 
mained until midnight, when he was taken down by 
the police. The thieves of the city boldly joined the 
mob, which now thought only of plunder. The Bull's 
Head Tavern, on Forty-fourth street, was burned to 
the ground because the proprietor refused to supply 
the rioters with liquor. The residence of Mayor Op- 
dyke was attacked, and Postmaster Wakeman's house 
at Yorkville was burned to the ground, together with 
the Twenty-Third Precinct station-house in the vicinity. 

In the afternoon Mayor Opdyke issued a proclama- 
tion warning the rioters to desist from their proceedings 
and return to their homes. At the same time he 
authorized loyal citizens to organize defences on their 
own premises, and to shoot down any one who should 
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attempt to break in. A detachment of the police was 
sent to the Armory in Second Avenue, where a quan- 
tity of fire-anns was stored, and the superintendent was 
directed to arm his men, and to defend the building to 
the last extremity. The rioters made a furious onslaught 
on the premises, and were at first repulsed. They re- 
turned to the attack, and after a sharp conflict over- 
powered the defenders and fired the building, which 
fell, burying some of their number beneath the ruins. 

General Wool issued a proclamation to the veteran 
volunteers, requesting them to report the next morning 
at the police headquarters, at 300 Mulberry street, to 
aid in suppressing the riot. Meanwhile the work of 
devastation went on. The mob stopped the omnibuses, 
cars and carriages, broke the telegraph wires, and at- 
tacked and murdered the passers without provocation. 
No man of respectable appearance was safe. Toward 
evening an immense crowd assembled in Printing-House 
Square, in front of the Tribune office, and, after threat- 
ening demonstrations, attacked the building. They 
forced the doors, broke the counters and furniture, and 
had already kindled a fire, when a detachment of the 
police charged upon them and put them to flight. This 
was an unusual circumstance ; in most of the collisions 
of the first day the police were overpowered. The most 
extravagant rumors were circulated ; it was reported 
that the rioters had seized the gas-works and the reser- 
voir, and were about to cut off' the water and light. The 
inhabitants were panic-stricken ; they were generally 
unarmed, flight was impossible, and the city lay at the 
mercy of a brute crowd. It was a true reign of terror. 
None who passed through that terrible night will ever 
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forget ite horrors. Mobs sprang up in all parts of the 
city, the horizon was illumined with the flames of blaz- 
ing houses in every direction, and the air rung with the 
yells of the rioters. Late in the evening a heavy shower 
extinguished the smouldering fires and cooled the fury 
of the crowd. 

The sun rose the next morning on a lugubrious scene. 
The usual street cries were hushed, and an appalhng 
eUenee prevailed everywhere. No one ventured abroad, 
the tradesmen missed their daily rounds, aud the break- 
fast-tables were left unsupplied. The stores were closed 
and the streets deserted, save by rufB.anly men and 
fiendish women, who were seen prowling here and 
there, or occasionally a frightened negi-o crouching in a 
corner and wildly looking about for some means of 
escape. This day was even more fearful than the pre- 
ceding one. The mob early recommenced its fiendish 
work, burning houses, shooting men, and, above all, 
persecuting the uegroes. How many of this unfortu- 
nate race perished on that fearful day will never be 
truly known. Their houses were burned oA^er their 
heads, and those who escaped from the flames were 
hunted down and put to death relentlessly. Negroes 
were seen hanging all day from tlie lamp-post^, with- 
out any one having the courage to cut them down. 
Age or sex was no protection from these fiends, who 
for a few hours held the whole city at their feet. 

In obedience to the call of General Wool, the ex- 
of&cers of the returned regiments had met the evenmg 
before at the armory of the Seventh Regiment, and 
concerted measures for rallymg their men on the next 
day, which was accordingly done. Several encounters 
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took place between the military and the rioters ; and 
whenever ball-cartridges were promptly used, the latter 
fled. Lieutenant Wood, at the head of a hundred and 
fifty soldiers from Fort Lafayette, attempted to disperse 
a mob of two thousand men, near the corner of Grand 
and Pitt streets, by ordering his troops to fire over their 
heads ; this unfortunate proceeding only exasperated 
the crowd, who answered with stones and other missiles. 
The troops at length aimed and fired at the rioters, who 
instantly dispersed, with a loss of twelve of their num- 
ber, two of whom were children. 

Early in the morning news was received that a large 
mob had gathered in Thirty-fourth street for the pur- 
■ pose of plundering and burning the houses m that 
region. A squad of three hundred policemen, under 
Inspector Carpenter, was sent to the spot, and with 
some difficulty succeeded in dispersing the rioters. As 
they quitted the spot, they were met by Colonel H. T. 
O'Brien, of the Eleventh New York State Volunteers, 
witli a detachment of soldiers and two field-pieces. 
Perceiving that the mob was rallying again, they 
retraced their steps, and were met with a volley of 
paving-stones and other missiles ; without hesitation, 
they fired on the crowd, killing several, among others, 
a woman and two children. The rioters fled, uttering 
"threats of vengeance against O'Brien. 

At noon a fierce battle was fought at the Union Steam 
"Works, on the corner of Second Avenue and Twenty- 
second street, for the possession of the arms from the 
Armory, which had been secreted there the day before. 
After a protracted contest, the police and mihtary suc- 
ceeded in dispersing the rioters and taking from them 
a large quantity of arms. 
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Meanwhile, a bloody scone was being enacted close 
by. On returning to his head-quarters, Colonel O'Brien 
bad learned that his house was attacked by the mob ; 
he instontly proceeded thither, and found it sacked 
from top to bottom. Anxious to iearn the fate of his 
famUy, he quitted the place and entered a drug-store 
on the corner of Thirty-fourth street, which was in- 
di-rectly assailed with sticks and stones by the rioters. 
The proprietor entreated O'Brien to escape ; but fearing 
no danger, he boldly stepped on the sidewalk to ex- 
postulate with the crowd, whereupon he was felled to 
the earth and stunned, after which his body was drag- 
ged for hours through the streets and exposed to the 
most brutal outrages. Two priests, who had been per- ' 
mitted to read the last prayers over the dying man, 
secretly carried his corpse by night in a cart to the 
dead-house at Beileruo. The mayor subsequently 
offered a special reward of five hundred dollars for the 
conviction of the perpetrators of this outrage, which 
was never avenged. 

At noon Governor Seymour arrived in the city and 
addressed a mild speech to the rioters from the steps of 
the City Hall, informing them that he had urged the 
government to consent to a suspension of the draft, and 
had been informed that it would be postponed. During 
the day the Common Council held a special meeting, 
and unanimously adopted an ordinance appropriating 
$2,600,000 to pay the commutation of drafted men. 
The mayor was urged to approve this ordinance at once, 
but firmly refused to do so till he had given the subject 
mature consideration ; feeling, he said, that it would be 
purchasing the peace of the city too dearly thus to bow 



dbjGoogle 



CITY OF NEW YORK. 829 

to the dictation of the mob, and to nuUify the draft by 
the expenditure of honor and the sacrifice of so mucli 
treasure. He afterwards vetoed the ordinance. 

At two in the afternoon the merchants and bankers 
assembled in force at the Merchants' Exchange, No. Ill 
Broadway, and on motion of John Austin Stevens, Jr., 
the secretary of the Chamber of Commerce, unanimously 
resolved to close their places of business, and to meet on 
the south side of Wall street for immediate organization 
in companies of hundreds, pursuant to the call of the 
mayor, to aid in suppressing the riot. Meanwhile the 
mayor telegraphed to the secretary of war, requesting 
him to send a military force to the city. At the same 
time he issued a proclamation, requesting loyal citizens 
to report at the police headquarters, No. 300 Mulberry 
street, for the purpose of being sworn in as special 
pohcemen for the preservation of law and order. The 
venders of arms and ammunition were' ordered to 
close their stores at once, and to cease selling to private 
persons ; while those citizens whose houses were threat- 
ened by the rioters were furnished with arms for their 
defence. An attack on the gas-works being appre- 
hended, the mayor directed a manufacturer of calcium 
lights to have a sufficient number of these lights in 
readiness to facihtate the movements of the forces in 
•case of need. The gas-works, however, were not mo- 
lested. 

In the mean time the work of arson and pillage went on. 
Mr. Gibbons's house, in Lamartine Place, was sacked by 
the rioters, under the belief that it was the residence 
of Mr. Greeley, who chanced to be staying at the house 
of one of the editors of the Trihune on the same block. 
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AUertoii's Hotel, the Weehawken Ferry-house, and the 
negro quarters in, various parts of tlie city were burned 
during the day. At evening, the sky was illumined 
with the flames of the Eighteenth Precinct station- 
house, in East Twenty-second street, together with the 
fire-alarm bell-tower, No. 51 Engine House, and a 
number of private dwellings, among others, the resi- 
dence of Port Warden Peck, in East Thirty-third street. 
By this time, many of the citizens had armed their 
iiouses with muskets and hand-grenades, and in Print- 
ing-House Square two formidable rifled batteries, in 
front of the Times office, overawed the mob, and pre- 
vented a recurrence of the scenes of the preceding 
night. 

On Wednesday, the 15th, it was evident that the 
riot had reached its climax, and was on the wane, for- 
midable as it still continued. The persecution of the 
negroes raged even worse than ever. The colored 
population were subjected to the most frightful atroci- 
ties ; all day long the bodies of negroes hung sus- 
pended from trees and lamp-posts in various parts of 
the city, after their houses had been burned over their 
heads. The principal fires on this day were a lumber- 
yard in Fourteenth street, and two large grain ele- 
vators in the Atlantic Dock Basin. The citizens, by 
this time, began to recover from their panic, and to 
take active measures for their protection. 

The secretary of war ordered home the regiments 
that were doing duty in Pennsylvania, while the police 
and mihtary steadily gained the advantage in their 
collisions with the mob. On the afternoon of the 15th 
the mayor issued a proclamation, announcing that the 
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riot was in a great measure subdued, with the excep- 
tion of the bands that were organized for the purpose 
of plunder, and requesting the citizens to form volun- 
tary associations to patrol and guard their respective 
districts. He also declared that the lines of omnibuses, 
railroads and telegraphs, all of which had been sus- 
pended, must be put into full operation immediately, 
and promised them adequate military protection. On 
the evening of the 15th the Tenth and Fifty-sixth New 
York Regiments arrived from the seat of war, followed 
soon after by the Seventh, Eighth, Seventy-fourth 
and One Hundred and Sixty-second New York, and 
Twenty-sixth Michigan regiments. The news of 
the riot had fired the mihtia with indignation, and 
they were eager to reach the city to strike a blow 
at the dastardly enemy. At midnight on the 15th 
General Kilpatrick, who had obtained leave of ab- 
sence from the Army of the Potomac for the express 
purpose of coming to New York to subdue the 
riot, arrived, and was placed in command of all the 
cavalry in the city. The presence of these troops over- 
awed the mob, and the disturbance practically ceased 
on the 16th, though turbulent manifestations continued 
for some days after. It is just to say, however, that 
before the arrival of the militia, the combined action of 
the police and the citizens, together with the slender 
military force at the disposal of the authorities, had 
really sufficed to quell, in the short space of three days, 
one of the most formidable riots ever known. 

On the 1 6th Archbishop Hughes invited the rioters to 
assemble the next day, Friday, in front of his residence 
on the corner of Madison Avenue and Thirty-sixth 
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street, where he would address them. Some five 
or six thousand persons gathered on the spot. The 
archbishop appeared on the balcony in his pontifical 
robes, and exhorted his hearers to return to their homes, 
and to offer no further resistance to the government. 
The command was obeyed ; the crowd dispersed quietly, 
and no disturbance ensued. A large cavalry force 
patrolled the disaffected district during the night without 
opposition. The next mornmg seventy stands of arms 
and several casks of paving-stones, which had been 
secreted by the rioters, were found and captured. On 
the 17th the mayor issued a proclamation declaring that 
order was restored. A few days after a reward was 
offered for the conviction of those who had been guilty of 
murder Or arson in the late riot. Many of the ringlead- 
ers were arrested and brought to trial ; some were con- 
victed and punished, but none in a degree commensurate 
with their crime. A man by the name of Andrews was 
accused of having been the most active of the rioters. 

In all probability the secret history of this terrible 
affair and its real instigators still remains unwritten. 
The number that perished therein is unknown. The" 
killed and wounded were estimated by the police at one 
thousand. The mob and the colored population suffered 
most severely, the loss of the military forces and the 
police being comparatively slight. The city subse- 
quently paid about $1,500,000 in indemnification for 
the losses sustained through the riot. 

Had the militia been in New York, it is not probable 
that the riot would have lasted a single day. As it was, 
it is doubtful whether any outbreak of such magnitude 
was ever subdued in so short a time, with such slender 
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forces and so little loss. Tho draft met with like oppo- 
sition everywhere ; in Boston a formidable riot broke 
out, which was suppressed by a strong military organi- 
zation, and similar disturbances occurred in several of 
the Eastern and Western States. The Common Coun- 
cil subsequently passed a relief bill to pay $300 com- 
mutation to every drafted man in indigent circum- 
stances. The draft was resumed in the autumn, and 
was peacefully concluded. 

New auxiliaries soon strengthened the army and les- 
sened the necessity of conscription. On the 3d of De- 
cember the Committee on Volunteering of the Union 
League Club obtained permission from the war depart- 
ment to raise a colored regiment, to be known as the 
Twentieth Regiment of Colored Troops, to whom no 
bounties would be paid, and who would receive ten 
dollars per month. In spite of these hard conditions, 
in fourteen days the work was so far advanced that the 
committee felt justified in applying for leave to raise 
another regiment, which was granted on the 5th of 
January, 1864. On the 27th of January this regiment, 
the Twenty-sixth, was likewise full, and authority was 
asked and received to raise a third, the Thirty-first. 
On account of delay in obtaining arms, the Twentieth 
Eegiraent did not leave for New Orleans until the 5th 
of March, when, after a presentation of colors from the 
ladies of New York in front of the Club House, where 
they were addressed by Charles King, the president of 
Columbia College, they marched down Broadway a 
thousand strong, escorted by the Club, amidst a bril- 
liant ovation, which exhibited a striking contrast to the 
scene of a few months before, when their race had been 
hunted through the streets. gs 
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In December, 1863, 0. Godfrey Gunther, a New 
York merchant, was elected mayor by the democratic 
party, who thus regained the ascendancy in the ex- 
ecutive department of the city goveniment. 

The spring of 1864 was rendered noticeable by a 
series of fairs, held in all the large cities through the 
North, for the benefit of the United States Sanitary 
Commission. Chief among these was the great Metro- 
politan Fair in New York City, which was opened on 
the 5th of April, and which netted $1,100,000, for the 
relief of the soldiers, a sum exceeding that produced by 
any other fair in the country. Two large buildings 
were erected for the purpose, one in Fourteenth street, 
near Sixth Avenue, and the other in Seventeenth street, 
on Union Square, both of which were filled with stalls 
loaded with articles for sale, and presided over by the 
most beautiful and fashionable women of the city. 
This fair was the ruling sensation of the day, and no 
pains were spared to render it attractive. The most 
striking feature in the Seventeenth street building was 
the Knickerbocker Kitchen, which was fitted up in the 
style of the old Dutch Colony times, with genuine relies 
furnished by the descendants of Stuyvesant and his 
contemporaries, who, arrayed in the fashion of those 
ancient times, served doughnuts and waffles to the 
curious spectators. The larger building in Fourteenth 
street contained several departments apart from the 
fair proper ; among others, a fine picture-gallery, rich 
in works of art, loaned or donated by the owners, a 
hall of arms and trophies, a curiosity-shop, which was a 
veritable bazaar of quaint relics, and a Sunny Side 
pavilion, wherein were assembled a choice collection 
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of mementoes of Washington Irving, that kingly author 
to whom New York claims the honor of having given 
birth, and whose early home, now swept away by the 
tide of business, might long have been seen in "William, 
between John and Fulton streets. The fair was in 
every respect a success, and remains one of the pleas- 
antest reminiscences of tie times. A sanitary fair had 
been held in Brooklyn, in February, from which over 
five hundred thousand doUars were realized. 

The opening of the campaign was gloomy. The 
Union forces met with reverse after reverse in Florida, 
Louisiana and North Carolina, and the bloody massacre 
at Fort Pillow filled the public mind with grief and 
indignation. Repeated calls were made for troops, and 
New York continued her inexhaustible supplies of men 
and money. According to the official report of the 
Committee on Volunteering, the total number of men 
furnished by New York City from the beginning of the 
war to the 1st of October, 1864, was one hundred and 
twenty-six thousand three hundred and ten. 

In March, Ulysses S. Grant was appointed Lieuten- 
ant-General, and placed in command of the armies of 
the United States. He immediately made preparations 
for an advance upon Richmond, and early in May the 
final struggle commenced, and with it the most sangui- 
nary season of the war. This bloody ilay will long be 
remembered ; the battles of the Wilderness and Spott- 
sylvania Court House, favorable as was their result, 
appalled the public by the terrible loss of life which 
they involved. The whole summer was one of combat ; 
but the era of decided success began with Farragut's 
victory in Mobile Bay ; the fall of Atlanta followed ; 
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then came Sheridan's famous ride through the Shenan- 
doah Valley, Stoneman's raid and Sherman's triumphal 
march along the seaboard ; and the year ended with the 
capture of Savannah and the fall of Fort Fisher. 

The presidential election was the great event of the 
autumn. A recurrence of the riots was apprehended 
in New York, and vigilant measures were taken by 
the authorities to provide against this emergency. A 
report having been spread that rebel agents in Canada 
designed to send large bodies of men into the United 
States, with a view to vote at the approaching election, 
General Dix, who was then in command of the Depart- 
ment of the East, issued an order requiring all persons 
from the insurrectionary States to report themselves for 
registry. In pursuance with this order, several hundred 
Southerners appeared at the head-quarters of General 
Peck, No. 37 Bleecker street, and were duly registered. 

On the 2d of November the mayor received a tele- 
gram from the secretary of war, informing him that 
there was a conspiracy on foot to fire the principal 
Northern cities on the day of the election. The mayor 
answered, expressing his disbelief in such an attempt, 
but promising to take precautions against it, and to 
invoke the Federal assistance if necessary. The gov- 
ernment deemed it advisable, however, without inter- 
fering with the election, to procure ample means of 
protection, and for this purpose, despatched General 
Butler from Fortress Monroe to New York, to take 
command of the troops in the city, where he arrived on 
the 4th of November. On the ensuing Monday seven 
thousand troops landed at Fort Hamilton and Gov- 
ernor's Island. The next morning these troops were 
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embarked on steamers and stationed off the Battery, 
and in the North and East Rivers, where they remained 
for the next three days, within call in case of need. 
The day passed off quietly, and Abraham Lincoln was 
the second time elected President of the United States, 

The alarm had not. been groundless ; scarcely were 
the troops removed from the city, when on the night 
of the 25th of November the St. James, St. Nicholas 
and Metropolitan Hotels, Lafarge House, Barnum's 
Museum, United States Hotel, Astor House, Love- 
joy's Hotel, Tammany Hotel, New England House, 
Howard House, Belmont House, Fifth Avenue Hotel, 
Hartford Hotel, and some shipping and a lumber 
yard on the North River, were one after the other 
discovered to be in flames. The incendiaries, fur- 
nished with small travelhng bags containing the ma- 
terials for destruction, had taken rooms at the divers 
hotels like ordinary lodgers, and closing the shut- 
ters of their apartments, had torn up the bedding, 
saturated it and the furniture with phosphorus and 
turpentine, and, after lighting a slow match, locked 
the doors and left the houses to burn with their inmates. 
The precautions which they had taken to avert a pre- 
mature discovery foiled the attempt ; the flames were 
smothered in the tightly closed rooms, aiidwere speedily 
extinguished. One of the participators in this horrible 
crime, Robert Kennedy, was subsequently arrested and 
hung, having first confessed that he had formed one of 
a party of eight, organized for the purpose of firing the 
principal buildings in New York City, in retaliation for 
Sheridan's raid in the Shenandoah Valley. 

In the autumn of 1864 Professor Goldwin Smith 
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visited the United States to witness the presiiiential 
election, and was received with enthusiasm, as the rep- 
resentative of the band that had nobly upheld the cause 
of the Union in Europe from the beginning of the 
struggle. Prominent among these were Cobdcn, Bright, 
Mill, Oairnes and Smith, in England ; and De Gasparin, 
Laboulaye, Cochin and Martin in France. Count De 
Gasparin was the earliest champion of the North in 
Europe ; his book. The Uprising of a Great People, 
which was published in Paris almost simultaneously 
with the breaking out of the conflict, appeared in New 
York about the time of the disaster of Bull Run, and 
flashed like inspiration from Maine to California, re- 
viving the drooping spirits of the nation, Augustin 
Cochin's great work on the abolition of slavery ap- 
peared just before the emancipation proclamation, and 
equalled a whole phalanx in support of that beneficent 
measure ; Edouard Laboulaye, by his brilliant lectures 
before the College of France and his successful extrava- 
ganza, Paris in America, did more than almost any other 
man to mould French public opinion in favor of the 
Union ; and Henri Martin, the celebrated historian, never 
failed in all his writings to express his cordial sympathy 
with the American Republic. Across the Channel, 
John Bright, Richard Cobden, John Stuart Mill and 
Professors Cairnes and Smith, labored with equal zeal 
to defend the North against the bias of their govern- 
ment, which so nearly involved us in foreign war. 
This brilliant galaxy of names will rank side by side 
with that of Lafayette and Beaumarchais in the eyes of 
posterity. Goldwin Smith met a cordial welcome in 
New York. On the 12th of November a public recep- 
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tion was given him by the Union League Club, at their 
rooms in Union Square, where a magnificent banquet 
was served, presided over by Charles Butler, of Now 
York, at which a large number of the most distin- 
guished men of the country were present, together 
with Auguste Laugel, the able advocate of the Union 
in the columns of Mevue des Dmx Mondes. 

At the risk of some repetition, we recur to the Union 
League Club, in order to give in this place a brief sketch 
of its rise and progress, without which a chronicle of the 
times would be signally incomplete, and which must 
remain a matter of historic interest in the annals of 
New York. 

The part borne through the war by the club, which 
the Hon. Schnyler Colfax, speaker of the House of 
Representatives, fitly characterized as that "noble or- 
ganization on which the government leaned in the 
darkest hours of trial and peril," forms so Ulustrious a 
feature in the recent history of Xew York, that some 
sketch of its organization, progress and results becomes 
a necessary appendage to a complete history of the 
national metropolis. The proposition of Mayor Fer- 
nando "Wood in January, 1861, that the City of New 
York should withdraw, not simply from the Union, but 
from the State, and become a free city, afforded a strik- 
ing proof of the absence of national American sentiment 
in the democratic masses, to whose sympathies the 
mayor appealed ; and the subsequent efforts of leading 
democrats to secure, through Lord Lyons, British inter- 
vention in our domestic affairs, indicated the strength 
of their feeling in behalf of the rebellion, and the 
grounds upon which its leaders had confidently counted 
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upon the efTective sympathy of New York. Subsequent 
exhibitions of that same uu-Amerieaii sentiment were 
afforded by Mayor Gunther's attempt to arrest the 
foreign emigration, which flowed in as life-blood to 
invigorate the repubHc in the struggle, and to cheek 
the joy of our citizens at the victories of our soldiers 
and the triumph of the American flag. 

Ill January, 1863, the Union League Club was formed 
by gentlemen who had already, for some two years, 
been associated in the effort to encourage and sustain 
the government in the struggle with the rebellion, and 
who now foimd it essential to present an united front m 
behalf of the true spirit of the nation against the in- 
sidious treason which lurked all around them, and 
against " the dwarfed and pinched Ideas of a nationality 
which, unable to embrace the expanse of a continent, 
or the dignity and welfare of a nation, was restricted to 
the interest of a faction, the confines of a state, even 
the suburbs of a city." They felt that the purifying of 
the social circles of the national metropolis would tend 
more than anything else to brighten everywhere the 
national atmosphere. 

The call issued was for the formation of a club, to be 
known as "The National Club," the object of which 
should be to cultivate a profound national devotion, as 
distinguished from state or sectional feeling, to strength- 
en a love and respect for the Union and discourage 
whatever tended to give undue prominence to purely 
local interests, to discuss and urge upon public attention 
large and ■ noble schemes of national advancement, to 
elevate and uphold the popular faith in republican 
government, to dignify pohtics as a pursuit and a study, 
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to awaken a practical interest in public affairs in those 
who had become discouraged, to enforce a sense of the 
sacred obligations inherent in citizenship, and finally to 
bring to bear upon the national life all that a body of 
earnest and patriotic men could accomplish by united 
effort. 

The call was promptly responded to by the influen- 
tial gentlemen to whom it was addressed, and on the 
6th of February the articles of association were adopted 
under the name of "The Union League Club." 

The articles were brief and simple, and appealed to 
loyal citizens of all parties. They read as follows : 

"1. The condition of membership shall be absolute 
"and unqualified loyalty to the government of the 
"United States, and unwavering support of its efforts 
" for the suppression of the rebellion. 

" 2. The primary object of the association shall be to 
" discountenance and rebuke by moral and social influ- 
"ences all disloyalty to the Federal Government, and 
" to that end the members will use every proper means 
" in public and private. 

"3. We pledge ourselves by every means in our 
"power, collectively and individually, to resist to the 
" uttermost every attempt against the territorial integ- 
" rity of the nation." 

The five hundred members who were presently en- 
rolled largely represented the olden respectability and 
the substantial worth of New York. Among the great 
commercial names were those of Astor, BLninger, Benk- 
ard, Brooks, Brown, Chittenden, Constable, Delano, 
Drew, Forbes, GrrinneU, Greene, Griswold, Haggerty, 
Hall, Jones, Lorillard, Le Roy, Marshall, Minturn, Nye, 
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Parish, Pell, Prime, Roosevelt, Shermai!, Schultz, Spof- 
ford, Stewart, Scliieffeliu, Sturges, Yermilye and 
Wolfe. Descendants of the Dutch, English and Hugue- 
nots prominent in our colonial and revolutionary history, 
appear in the names of Beekmaii, De Forest, De Peys- 
ter, Pish, Gerry, Hamilton, Jay, King, Murray, Putnam, 
Stuyvesant, Suydam, Van Duzen, Van Nostrand, Van 
Rensselaer, Van Wart, Van "Winkle and Winthrop. 
Names of note in American literature, law, science and 
art : Bancroft, Bristed, Bryant, Butler, Irving, Sedg- 
wick, Webster, Tuckerman ; Bonney, Evarts, Bowue, 
Cutting, Emmet, Murray, Hoffman, Noyes, Stoughton, 
Strong and Swan ; LeGrand Gannon, Cyrus Field, 
Cisco, Bacon, Delalield, Doremus and Joy ; Blodgett, 
Cropsey, Hunt, Johnston, Kensett ; with such repre- 
sentation of modern Europe as Iselin from France, Det- 
mold and Lieber from Germany, and Botta from Italy. 

In March a committee of five were appointed to 
confer with similar committees of the Union League 
Clubs in Philadelphia and Baltimore, with reference to 
the establishment of a common basis of action, and in 
April a committee of one hundred gentlemen from the 
Philadelphia Club, embracing names equally eminent in 
law, literature, science, and commerce, came to New 
York, were welcomed by the ITnioii League in their 
new Club House, entertained at Delmonico's, and 
assisted at the grand Sumter celebration in Union 
Square. 

On the Fourth of July the Clubs had arranged for a 
joint celebration of the day, and a further conference 
at Philadelphia ; but the rebel invasion of Pennsylvania 
gave to the national anniversary new memories on the 
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field of Grettysbuvg, and soon afterwards in Xew York, 
where the leaders of the rebeUion were prepared in 
case Lcc had been victorious to inaugurate "the Fourth'' 
by a revolutionary cowp d' Hat, the rebel element, dis- 
appointed by the great victory of Meade, broke out in 
riots, robbery, arson, and murder, in which a brutality 
that might' have shocked the Jacobins of Paris, was 
inaugurated against the negroes, until the military and 
metropolitan police, with a slender force, but a most 
gallant spirit, met and checked the rioters with so firm 
a hand that with their dispersion and defeat perished the 
last hope of the rebels of inaugurating a successful 'N'orth- 
ern insurrection against nationality, liberty and law. 

The Club resolved to exert its already large influence 
in the approaching presidential election for the success 
of the Union cause, and on the evening of the 8th of 
November, 1863, they had the satisfaction of knowing 
that the State of Kew York was again arrayed on the 
side of nationality and freedom, and that the re-election 
of Mr. Lincoln ensured the life of the republic. 

The same month the Committee on Volunteering, con- 
sisting of Messrs. Yan Rensselaer, Carman, Roosevelt, 
Oowdin, Kirkland, Bacon, Bliss, Sehultz and Cromwell, 
after a vain effort to procure any authority or sanction 
from Governor Seymour, was authorized by the War 
IDepartment to raise the Twentieth United States 
Regiment of colored troops, and the work proceeded so 
rapidly under the direction of Mr. Vincent Collyer, that, 
as we have already mentioned, in fourteen days the 
committee applied for authority to raise a second regi- 
ment, the Twenty-sixth United States colored troops, 
and this again was succeeded by a third. 
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The Twentieth Regiment, as before described, on the 
5th of March, was reviewed in front of the Club House 
in Union Square, where it was presented with a banner 
prepared by the mothers, wives and sisters of the mem- 
bers of the Club, accompanied by an address written by 
the poet, Henry J. Tuckerman, and signed by the do- 
nors.* The regiment, after an address by Mr. Charles 
King, and a response by the commanding officer, Colonel 
Bartram, marched down Broadway escorted by the Club, 
and from that day, when in our streets, colored men were 
welcomed with an ovation instead of a massacre, it was 
clear that thenceforth in New York black men hac^ 
rights which white men were bound to respect. 

On the morning of Easter Sunday, the 27th of March, 
the Twenty-sixth Regiment embarked for Annapolis, 
attended by a few ladies and gentlemen on board the 
steamer, where the colors prepared for them were pre- 

* Tlieao namea are worthy of record as indicating to future generations the part 
borne, in one of the most Bigniflcant events of the war — for tlie action of Hew York 
in the case influenced the sentiment of the whole country — by the women who 
BO prominently represented the national sentiment as well as the eiiltiiro and refine- 
ment of the republic 
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by Mr. John Jay, whose address was earnestly 
responded to by Colonel Silliman, who soon after fell in 
defence of the flag to which he touchingly declared the 
devotion of his soldiers and himself. These two regi- 
ments and the Thirty-first, which was next filled up by 
the Club, exhibited in their career during the war, 
combined with an admirable drill and discipline, a spirit 
of earnest patriotism and fearless bravery. A second 
Committee on Volunteering, consisting of Messrs. Bliss, 
Roosevelt, Handy, Hyatt, Hoyt, Swift, Schultz, Wil- 
liams, Fogg, Murdock, Fellows, Fuller, Halstead, Sat- 
terlee, Churchill and Grinnell, was appointed at the 
request of General Hancock to recruit for the Second 
Corps. They raised some $230,000 and upwards of 
three thousand men, making the total of troops placed 
in the field by the Club within the year sis thousand 
men. 
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Another was the "Protective Wai'-Claim Association 
" and Employment Bureau for Discharged and Disabled 
'' Soldiera," under the direction of Messrs. Howard Pot- 
ter, Wm. E. Dodge and Theo. Roosevelt. 

A happy thought happily executed in November, was 
that of providing a thanksgiving dinner for our soldiers 
and sailors. Gen. Grant afforded every assistance for 
the distribution of the gifts to the Army of the Shenan- 
doah, to the Atlantic Sqiiadron, to the Armies of the 
Potomac and the James, and to some fifteen forts and 
hospitals, remarking that "it was not the bit of turkey 
"that the soldiers would care for, but the thought that 
" they were kindly remembered at the North." 

In January, 1865, the before -mentioned Soldiers' 
Rest was estabhshed in New York for the comfort of 
soldiers passing through the city, under the care of 
Messrs. Dale, Hayes, Schultz, Lawrence, Bliss and 
Howe ; and the same month the Club despatched a 
committee to Washington to urge the adoption of the 
Constitutional amendment abolishing slavery. The 
committee remained at the capital until that great 
work was accomplished, and in their report sketched 
the memorable scene in the House on the adoption of 
the amendment. 

After the murder of President Lincoln, the Club was 
represented at his funeral at Washington, and the com- 
mittee the next day waited upon President Johnson, 
the secretaries of the departments and the chief justice, 
giving assurance that the Club on that momentous occa- 
sion renewed its engagements of loyalty and service 
towards the government and the country. In reply to 
an address made him by Mr. Jay, on behalf of the Club, 
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President Johnson, after thanking the Club for their 
encouragement as " especially appropriate," assured 
them that "the idea that justice should be observed 
" was one that had strongly impressed him," that " all 
" crimes were submerged in treason, and that we must 
" look to it in this light in the carrying out of stern, 
"inflexible justice." 

In July the Club took effective measures for the suit- 
able care and reception of regiments returning from the 
war, and Gov. Fenton, in returning thanks to the Club 
on behalf of the State and of the soldiers, whose welfare 
it had largely promoted, said : 

"It is a source of grateful feeling and pride that the 
"wise and humane provisions of the State have been 
" encouraged and advanced by your body. An associ- 
"ation which had its origin in the patriotic impulse 
" stimulated by the war and the necessity of systematized 
"effort, may properly receive the thanks of an apprecia- 
"tive people, and be proud of a record which declares 
"it faithful in the beginning, hopeful, watchful and 
"unwearied during the period of greatest despondency 
" and gloom, and devoted, sympathizing and humane to 
" the brave defenders of our Union in the end," 

In the work of reconstruction the Club spoke and 
acted with the same distinctness and promptitude as it 
had done during the war. 

In June, 1865, with but one dissenting voice, it "in- 
"voked the influence of the national authorities in the 
" establishing of a system of suffrage in the late rcbel- 
" lious States, which shall be equal and just to all with- 
" out distinction of color," and soon afterwards it ap- 
pointed a committee to co-operate with the "New York 
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" National FreeJmen's Relief Association," in securing 
among the negroes the general diffusion of education. 

In March, 1865, it gave its approval to the action of 
Congress on the subject of reconstruction, in April 
it endorsed the passage of the Civil Rights Bill, and In 
September, 1866, the Club invited and entertained at 
New York the Convention of Southern Loyalists who 
had met at Philadelphia. 

In January, 1866, the main object of the Club, the 
preservation of the country, having been accomplished, 
it adopted a new article making it "the duty of 
"the Club to resist and expose corruption and promote 
"reform in our national, state and municipal affairs, and 
"to elevate the idea of American citizenship." 

The influence of the Club has already secured for 
New York a Paid Fire Department and a Board of 
Health, and it has spoken with great effect upon the 
subject of legislative corruption, rousing the attention 
of the State and the nation to the fatal consequences of 
permitting government to be converted by lawless poli- 
ticians into a machine for plundering and oppressing the 
people. In pursuance of the latter object, a committee 
of eleven was appointed by it to suggest changes in 
the government of the city to the Constitutional 
Convention. 

Among the duties early assumed, and always grace- 
fully performed by the Club, has been that of extending 
a cordial welcome to all entitled to such an honor. It 
thus received, during and since the war, Lieutenant- 
General Grant and his most eminent commanders ; 
Admiral Parragut, Dupont, Rogers, Winslow, after 
destroying theKearsarge,and Gushing, after sinking the 
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Albemarle ; the governors of States ; Fessenden, Sher- 
man and others of the Senate ; and Speaker Colfax 
and prominent members of the House. Among the 
honors paid at the Club House to foreigners, the break- 
fast to Professor Goldwin Smith was perhaps the most 
memorable, from the brilliancy of the circle then assem- 
bled. Some of the ablest of the statesmen and publi- 
cists of Europe are occasional correspondents of the Club, 
and among the portraits that adorn its walls are those 
of Cobden and Bright, Laboulaye and Gasparin. The 
artiste of New York, than whom there was no more 
loyal class during the war, are prominently represented, 
and an Art Committee, composed of Messrs. Putnam, 
Kensett, Cropsey, Colyer, Butler, Stone and Holbrook, 
adorn the club room at the monthly meetings with 
works of art from the studios of the city, which are left ' 
open for inspection by the wives and daughters of the 
members. The Club has recently resolved, on the sug- 
gestion of Mr. Alexander T. Stewart, to raise half a 
million dollars for the erection of a new Club House, 
and the work is entrusted to a committee of which ■ 
Mr. Stewart is the chairman. The presidents of the 
Club have been Robert B. Mintum, Jonathan Sturgcs, 
Charles H. Marshall and John Jay. Of these Messrs. '. 
Minturn and Marshall are deceased. 
- It has been well said that the community, with pride 
and affection, recognizes in the Club "a great power 
" employed with generous and earnest zeal in the pro- 
"motion of patriotism, humanity and justice. . . . Ever 
" foremost in duty, it has never broken ranks. . , . The 
" Club has no long history to point back to, but it has 
' ' lived long enough to see every principle and every ■ 
§4 
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"measure which it has vindicated honorably suc- 



The year 1885 opened brilliantly with the fall of 
Fort Fisher. Victories crowded upon each other ; the 
capture of Columbia and Savannah, the brilliant raid 
of Sheridan, the successful advance of the Army of the 
Potomac, and, last of all, the fall of Richmond on the 
3d of April, dazzled the public mind. A New Yorker, 
Lieutenant De Peyster, a member of one of the most 
distinguished of the Knickerbocker families, was the 
first to raise the National flag anew over the Confede- 
rate Capitol. The news of the fall of Richmond was 
received in New York with unbounded rejoicing. The 
whole city seemed intoxicated with delight. The 
streets were thronged with joyous crowds, flags were 
displayed everywhere, and the air rang with the 
booming of cannon and the chimes of bells in honor of 
the virtual termination of the great conflict. The 
surrender of Lee, on the 9th of April, left only a hand- 
ful of insurgents in the field, who were subdued in the 
course of a few months. 

The interval between joy and mourning was short. 
On the morning of the 15th of April the whole com- 
munity was paralyzed by the announcement that the 
President of the United States had been stricken down, 
the night before, by the bullet of an assassin, and that 
the secretary of state and his son had been attacked 
and well nigh murdered. As if by a spontaneous 
impulse, scarcely was the news rei^ived at half-past 
seven, that the President had breathed his last, when 
the whole city, from the most sumptuous edifices to the 
humblest tenements, appeared draped in mourning. 



dbyGoogle 



CITY OF NEW YORK. SOl 

Business was entirely suspended, tlie stores were closed, 
and the streets were thronged with crowds bewailing 
the loved head of the nation, and breathing forth 
vengeance on his murderers. Never before was such a 
scene beheld in busy New York, thus suddenly trans- 
formed into a city of mourners. At twelve o'clock, an 
immense meeting assembled at the Custom House. 
Simeon Draper, the collector of the port, was chosen 
president, Moses Taylor and Moses H. Grinnoil, vice- 
presidents, and Henry M. Taber and S. B. Chittenden, 
secretaries. The meeting was addressed by Generals 
Wetmore, Garfield and Butler, Ex-Govemor King, 
Daniel S. Dickinson, Judge Pierrepont, and several 
others, and a committee of thirteen citizens of New 
York was appointed to be sent to Washington to 
attend the funeral of the President, and to t-ender all 
needful aid and sympathy to the government. This 
committee consisted of Moses Taylor, Jonathan Sturges, 
William E. Dodge, Hamilton Fish, Moses H. GrinneU, 
William M. Evarts, Charles H. Pussell, Edwards Pierre- 
pont, Samuel Sloan, John J. Astor, Jr., F. B. Cutting, 
R. M. Blatchford, and Charles H. Marshall. It was 
also recommended that all places of business and of 
public amusement should remain closed until after the 
funeral of the President. 

At one o'clock, a meeting was held at the Chamber 
of Commerce, at which Charles H. Marshall acted as 
chairman, and John Austin Stevens as secretary. The 
rooms of the Chamber were hung with mourning. 
Resolutions expressive of respect for the memory of 
Mr. Lincoln, and of condolence with his family, and 
that of Mr. Seward, were unanimously adopted, and 
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the meeting joined with that at the Custom House in 
recommending the closing of all places of business and 
amusement until after the obsequies of the President. 
The Boards of Stock Brokers and Gold Brokers 
adjourned at once, without transacting any business. 
In Nassau street, in front of the Post Office, a large 
concourse of citizens was addressed by General Burn- 
side. The Courts and Boards of Aldermen, Councilmcn 
and Supervisors adjourned, after passing resolutions of 
condolence with the nation in its affliction. The chief 
of the police acted on the recommendation of the 
merchants, and issued an order directing that all places 
of amusement should remain closed until after the 
burial of the President, a course which had been previ- 
ously resolved upon by the Association of New York 
Managers. The pervading thought of the city was 
grief and indignation at this base assassination ; and it 
is just to say that this indignation seemed universal, 
and with scarcely an exception, was shared by those 
who had sympathized with the South during the 
struggle. 

The death of the martyred President was the general 
topic of discourse the next day in the Christian 
churches, as it had been the day before in the Jewish 
synagogues. From that time until the remains of 
President Lincoln passed tlirough New York on their 
way to their final resting place in Illinois, the city was 
engrossed in preparations to do honor to the illustrious 
dead. The 19th of April, a date memorable in the 
annals of America, was observed as a day of mourning 
by the whole nation. On that day, funeral services 
were performed at the White House, and the body of 
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Mr. Lincoln was removed to the Capitol, where it lay 
in state until the morning of the 21st, when the funeral 
train set out for Illinois by nearly the same route as 
that taken by Mr. Lincoln on his way to Washington 
in. 1861. His was a triumphal, though mournful return. 
The districts which had then been most hostile, now 
received him with reverence ; Baltimore, through 
which he had passed secretly by night, and which had 
justified this precaution by shooting down the Union 
eoldiers a few weeks after, greeted the mournful 
procession with the deepest respect, as did all other 
places on the route. 

By inght and day the funeral train passed through a 
crowd of mourners. Imposing as were the demonstra- 
tions everywhere else, they were surpassed by the City 
of New York. The City Hall had been prepared for 
the reception of the honored remains, which were es- 
corted thither from the Cortlandt Street Ferry, upon 
their arrival on tlie 24th of April, by a sea of human 
beings ; while minute guns were fired along the entire 
route, and the bells of all the churches toiled mourn- 
fully. The coffin was borne into the rotunda of the 
City HaU, amid the chanting of eight hundred singers, 
and placed on the magnificent catafalque which had 
been prepared for it, where it remained buried beneath 
flowers until the afternoon of the next day. An im- 
mense procession of people, miles in length, had already 
formed, and during the whole twenty-four hours this 
stream of men, women and children slowly filed 
through the City Hall, to look for the last time on the 
face of the dead President. A large military guard 
kept constant watch over the remains, and at midnight 
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the German musical societies performed a solemn chant 
in the rotunda of the City Hall. When the time 
arrived for departure, thousands who had waited in line 
for hours to pay their last respects to the dead, were 
obhged to turn away disappointed. 

On the afternoon of the 25th of April New York 
City took its final leave of President Lincoln. The 
remains were escorted to the railroad depot by a pro- 
cession nearly five miles in length, composed of a mili- 
tary force of more than fifteen thousand men, together 
with numerous civic officers and societies. Last in the 
procession marched two thousand colored citizens. 
Along the whole line the streets were thronged with 
mourners. Every window and balcony was filled, and 
every house was shrouded in funereal drapery. Even 
the denizens of the poorest quarters of the city, who 
could scarce buy bread, eked out the means to provide 
shreds of crape, by which to express their sorrow ; 
while the most tasteful arches, inscriptions and mourn- 
ing devices lined the streets through which the funeral 
train passed. A large assemblage met in the afternoon 
in Union Square t« listen to a funeral oration from the 
Hon. George Bancroft, and an eulogy from William Cul- 
len Bryant. On the 3d of May, after a journey of more 
than seventeen hundred miles, the funeral party reached 
Springfield, Illinois, and on the next day the remains of 
President Lincoln were laid to rest in Oak Eidge Ceme- 
tery, near by. 

In the spring of 1865 an important change was 
effected in the municipal affairs by the substitution of a 
paid Eire Department for the volunteer Eire Department 
that had hitherto existed. On the 30th of March the 
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Lower Arsaaal. 

Legislature passed an act providing for the creation of 
a board of four fire commissioners, to be appointed by 
the governor, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, who were to have control of the new Fire De- 
partment. Charles C. Pinckney, James W. Booth, 
Philip W. Engs and Martin B. Brown were appointed 
commissioners, and on the 2d of May, the paid Fire 
Department was organized. A radical change was at 
once effected in the prevailing system : steam fire-en- 
gines Tyere everywhere adopted within the limits. of the 
city proper in lieu of the old hand-engines, the telegraph 
facilities were improved, and many important ameliora- 
tions were made. The innovation at first called forth 
the most violent opposition from the members of the 
former organization, who protested that the act was 
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unconstitutional. The ease was carried before the 
Court of Appeals, which affirmed the constitutionality 
of the law. Fears were entertained lest the antagonism 
of the volunteer firemen, some of whom at first assumed 
a position of open hostility, and refused to surrender 
the property of the Fire Department, might endanger the 
city in case of conflagration ; the opposition, however, 
was peacefully subdued with no more agitation than 
might have been expected from so important a trans- 
formation. 

One of the most strikingly beautiful buildings erected 
in New York during this year was the National Academy 
of Design, on the corner of Twenty-third street and 
Fourth Avenue, a tasteful structure of graywacke and 
white marble, which is one of the architectural orna- 
ments of the city. The first organized effort to estab- 
lish an art institution in the city was that of the "New 
"York Academy of Fine Arts," in 1802, which was char- 
tered in 1808, under the name of the Academy of Arts, 
, with llobert R. Livingston as president, John Trumbull 
as vice-president, and Be Witt Clinton as secretary, 
Trumbull being the only artist. The first exhibition 
was held in Greenwich street, near Horris, in a building 
.formerly used as a circus. In 1825 an association was 
formed by the artists of the city under the name of the 
.New York Drawing Association, which was afterwards 
.organized under the name of the National Academy of 
the Arts of Design, with S. F. B. Morse as the first 
president. The first public exhibition of the new acad- 
emy took place in May, 1826, in the house on the 
south-west comer of Broadway and Reade street. The 
room in which the exhibition was held was in the second 
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story, and was lighted with gas, six burners in all for 
the whole exhibition, which consisted of one hundred 
and seventy pictures. From this small beginning grew 
the present Academy of Design. 

Perhaps the most noticeable fire of the year was that 
of Barnum's Museum, on the corner of Broadway and 
Ann street, which was burned on the 13th of July ; an 
old landmark, which has since beeu replaced by the 
Herald building. 

A tragic event that occurred in the autumn excited 
great attention. On the 12th of Xovembor, the Hon. 
Preston King, who had superseded Simeon Draper a 
short time before in the post of collector of the port of 
New York, stole from his hotel early in the morning, 
purchased a bag of shot of twenty-five pounds in 
weight, suspended it around his neck, proceeded to 
the Hoboken ferry-boat, and sprang from the deck while 
crossing the river. The cares of the office had unseated 
his reason. A dihgent search was instituted for his body, 
which was discovered some time after. Henry A. 
Smythe, an eminent New York banker, was appointed 
in his stead. 

In December John T. Hoffman, the democratic 
candidate, was elected mayor, and was inaugurated in 
office on the Ist of January, 1866. 

. After the excitement of the last five stirring years, 
the chronicle of the opening era of peace seems 
uneventful. The victories of 1866 were bloodless ones. 
Chief among them was that attained over the fetters of 
space by the successful laying of the Atlantic Telegraph 
Cable, the crowning event, not only of the year, but 
also of the century ; and this gigantic project originated 
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in New York City, and was due solely to the energy 
and perseverance of a New York merchant, without 
whose untiring zeal and devotion it is scarcely _ likely 
that our generation would have seen the continents 
linked together by an electric bridge. This fact will 
warrant us in devoting some space to a brief sketch of 
this miracle of the age, which may in some sort be 
regarded as belonging peculiarly to New York,* 

Whatever visions may have been entertained of a 
remote possibility that Europe and America might some 
day be telegraphically united, the first idea of practi- 
cally effecting this communication belongs indisputably 
to Cyrus W. Field, a New York merchant, who, after 
retiring from business to enjoy a life of leisure, entered 
the arena again for the purpose of securing the triumph 
of this great scheme to which he devoted twelve years 
of unheard-of disappointment and fatigue, seeing his 
hopes dashed to the ground again and again, giving up 
all the comforts of home and crossing the ocean more 
than forty times in this anxious interval. Such per- 
severance is rare indeed, and deserves the highest meed 
of praise. 

In 1854 Mr. Field conceived the idea of spanning 
the ocean with the electric wire. Such an undertaking 
was too vast for the shoulders of a single individual, 



* For the accompanying facia, we are indebted to the excellent Sislory of (fte 
AtbmHc Tdegraph, by Mr. Field's brother, Henry M. Field, B.n., tte able editor 
of the Sew T<yrk Evtmgeiist Mr. Field's whole family is marked by unusual 
talent. His faXhBr was a distmguished clerygnian of Stockbridge, llasa. Besides 
Mb brothers, David Dudley and Henry M., whom we have already mentioned, 
anottier brother, Stephen J., of California, is the youngest judge of tho U. S. 
Snpreme Court, and still another, Matthew, a skilful engineer, aided materially in 
the success of the cable. 
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Cooper Institute. 



and he loolced about him for coadjutors in the work. 
The first interested was his nest door neighbor, the 
philanthropist, Peter Cooper, a native of New York. 
Jlosea Taylor, a wealthy New York capitalist, was next 
enlisted, and through him, Marshall 0. Roberts ; both 
of these gentlemen were natives of New York, and 
ranked among its most prominent citizens. Chandler 
White, another New York merchant, filled up the 
measure ; and at six o'clock on the morning of the 8th 
of May, 1854, these five New York gentlemen met at 
the house of Mr. Field's brother, David Dudley Field, 
in Gramercy Park, and in half an hour organized a 
company and subscribed a million and a half of dollars 
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with which to begin one of the most herculean tasks 
ever undertaken within the memory of man. 

The first thing to be done was to establish telegraphic 
communication from the mainland across the Gulf of 
St. Lawrence to Cape Ray, and thence to Cape St. 
John's, in Newfoundland, the most easterly point of the 
American continent. From this point the cable was 
to be laid along the bed of the ocean to the coast of 
Ireland. This part of the work had been begun a few 
years before by a company organized by Frederick N. 
Gisborne, but which, after constructing a few miles, 
became bankrupt, and was obliged to abandon the 
undertaking. After two years of indefatigable labor 
the first step was accomplished, and a submarine cable 
laid across the Gulf of St. Lawrence, and thence four 
hundred miles overland to St. John's. Thus far it had 
been purely an American, and, we may say, a New 
York enterprise, having been accomplished almost 
solely by Mr. Field and his associates, the original 
projectors of the scheme, witli some slight co-operation 
from Professor Morse, Wilson G. Hunt, Robert W. 
Lowber and John "W". Brett. Save the few shares held 
by the latter gentleman, the father of submarine tele- 
graphy in Europe, not a dollar had been raised for the 
enterprise on the other side of the Atlantic, As the 
Atlantic Telegraph was an international undertaking, 
however, it was now fitting that Europe should bear 
her part in the burden. Mr. Field appealed to the 
British government for assistance, which was granted, 
and ships were placed at the service of the company. 
The American government rendered like assistance ; 
and after much preliminsiry exploration and study, in 
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the summer of 1857 the first attempt was made, with the 
Niagara and the Susquehanna, the two finest ships in 
the American navy, and the Agamemnon and the 
Leopard on the part of the British government, to lay 
the great Atlantic Cable, which snapped when three 
hundred and thirty-five miles had been successfully laid, 
and sank to the bottom of the ocean. Nothing daunted, 
the persevering projector of the enterprise renewed the 
attempt the following year, and again the cable parted. 
This time public confidence, which had borne up under 
the first disappointment, gave way ; men sneered at the 
folly of casting money into the sea in pursuit of such an 
Utopian aim, and the directors of the new company that 
had been formed in England became disheartened and 
were disposed to abandon the undertaking. A last 
trial was however resolved on ; and on the 17th of 
July, 1858, the cable expedition sailed for the last 
time, and landed the wire on the shore of Trinity Bay, 
August 5, 1858. 

The excitement which followed the success of this 
gigantic scheme was intense everywhere, especially in 
New York, whose commercial interests were so deeply 
involved in the enterprise. On the 16th of August the 
Queen of England transmitted a message of congratula- 
tion to the President of the United States, who returned 
,an answer. The next morning a hundred guns were 
fired in the Park at daybreak, in honor of the event, 
and the salute was repeated at noon. Flags were 
raised on all the public buildings, the beUs were rung, 
and at night the city was brilliantly illuminated. The 
City Hall, indeed, was well nigh offered up as a holocaust 
on this occasion, for the cupola took fire from the lights 
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around it, and the building was saved with great diffi- 
culty. The Ist of September was set apart for a public 
ovation, by the municipal authorities, to Mr. Field and 
the officers of the expedition. The celebration sur- 
passed everything of the kind ever witnessed in the 
city. A morning thanksgiving service was held at 
Trinity Church, at which two hundred clergy ofiiciated. 
A-t noon Mr. Field and the officers of the ships landed 
at Castle Garden and were received with a national 
ealute. A. procession was formed, extending from the 
Battery to the Crystal Palace, where the mayor 
presented to Mr. Field the freedom of the city in a gold 
box, with the thanks of the community. At night the 
firemen paraded the streets in a torch-light procession 
to do honor to the hero who had achieved such a 
miracle, and whose fame was in every one's mouth. 
On that very day the voice oi' the cable was suddenly 
hushed. The revulsion that followed was excessive. 
The cable at once fell into contempt, and was publicly 
decried as a hoax or a stock speculation, many denying 
that any message had ever passed over it, though four 
hundred messages had been transmitted in the interval, 
and the papers of the day proved that events were pub- 
lished in the English journals forty-eight hours after 
their occurrence in America ; a thing impossible without 
the intervention of the telegraph. To give a single 
example of this fact, unknown to many, Mr. Eddy, a 
well-known telegraph operator, died suddenly at Bur- 
lington, Vt., on Monday, August 23d, and his death 
was telegraphed to England and published in the 
London Times, August 25th. Mr. Field fell, in the 
public estimation, from the rank of a successful hero 
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to that of a visionary schemer and perhaps adven- 
turer ; his task was rendered tenfold more difficult by 
its momentary success, and for almost ten. years he was 
doomed to struggle against the tide, stimulating the 
unwilling faith of his coadjutors, and raising the 
immense sums of money that were necessary to carry 
out his gigantic undertaking in the midst of an un- 
heard-of season of financial depression and civil war. It 
is safe to say that not one man in a million would have 
persevered ; but his iron will carried him snccessfuUy to 
the end, as did that of Fulton before him. In the inter- 
val of waiting, important improvements were effected 
in the manufacture of telegraphic machinery, and a 
mammoth ship, the Great Eastern, was built, whose 
vast capacity and smooth motion gave increased facilities 
for the successful laying of the cable. The company 
was revived, and on the 23d of July, 1865, the Great 
Eastern set sail, trailing in her wake the precious wire. 
So many precautions had been taken that failure seem- 
ed almost impossible. In spite of all this care a fault 
occurred when twelve hundred miles at sea, and 
in attempting to recover it, the cable snapped and went 
down. 

It was necessary to begin the work anew. The 
ship returned to England ; three millions of dollars 
'Were raised to prosecute the undertaking, a new cable 
was made, and on the 13th of July, 1866, the Great 
Eastern again sailed with the cable, and this time suc- 
ceeded in carrying it safely across the Atlantic, after 
twelve years of almost superhuman effort. Nor was 
this all ; the huge vessel retraced its course, and, with 
the aid of its powerful grappling machinery, succeeded 
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in fishing up from the bottom of the sea, two miles deep, 
the cable that had been lost the year before ; and, 
having spliced it, established a second line of com- 
munication between the Old and New Worlds. 

The final success of this enterprise was hailed with 
delight, and for the second time Mr. Field was re- 
garded as the hero of the age. The Chamber of Com- 
merce of New York gave a public banquet in honor of 
the Ocean Telegraph and its projectors, at the Metro- 
politan Hotel on the 15th of November, 1866, in which 
the most distinguished personages of the country par- 
ticipated, either in person or by letter, and the Thirty- 
ninth Congress presented a gold medal to Mr. Field, 
with the thanks of the nation. 

An achievement so vast, accomplished in the face of 
such difficulties, and conferring such benefits on man- 
kind, justifies the tribute of one of the greatest of Eng- 
lishmen, John Bright, when, in a speech at a monster 
meeting at Leeds, addressing a hundred thousand of his 
countrymen, he said: "A friend of mine, Cyrus W. 
"Field of New York, is the Columbus of our time ; for, 
"after not less than forty passages across the Atlantic 
"in pursuit of the great aim of his Hfe, be has at lengthy 
"by his cable, moored the New World close alongside 
"of tbe Old." 

A great step in advance was taken in New York 
during the same year, by the organization of a Metro- 
politan Board of Health, consisting of four commis- 
sioners, appointed by the governor by and with the 
consent of the Senate, the health officer and the Police 
Board, which was invested with extensive powers, and 
charged with- the task of abating nuisances and watching 
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ever the public health of New York and Brooklyn. 
The act to create a Metropolitan Sanitary Disti'ict and 
Board of Health therein, for the preservation of life 
and health and to prevent the spread of disease, passed 
the Legislature on the 26th of February, 1866 ; and 
James Crane, M.D., Willard Parker, M.D., Jackson S.' 
Schultz and John 0. Stone, M.D., were appointed to 
constitute the said Board. This measure had been 
called forth by the dread of an impending visitation of 
the cholera, which had ravaged New York at different 
times, especially in 1832 and 1849, and which was 
raging violently in Europe. In the preceding Novem- 
ber the steamship Atlanta, an emigrant vessel, had 
arrived at New York from Europe, having on board 
several passengers sick of Asiatic cholera. No hospital 
on land had been provided since the destruction of the 
Quarantine Buildings on Staten Island, and the sick 
were obliged to take refuge on a floating hulk in the 
bay, which had been used during the summer for the 
reception of yellow fever patients. In a few weeks 
the disease broke out at Ward's Island, where several 
deaths occurred. The severity of the weather checked 
its further progress ; but the belief was general that it 
would break out with fresh violence in the spring. The 
Board of Health vigorously set to work to purify the city, 
.the hygienic condition of which was deplorable. Under 
the energetic management of the Health Commissioners, 
the streets were swept, the tenement quarters disin- 
fected, the fat and bone boihng establishments and 
slaughter-houses removed beyond the limits of the city, 
the markets cleaned, the practice of driving cattle 
through the streets during the day-time discontinued, 
and many sanitary mieasures effected. 
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In the spring the steamship England arrived at Hal- 
ifax, with one hundred and sixty cases of cholera, 
exclusive of forty that had died on the voyage from 
Liverpool. Information was at the same time received 
that two vessels had stopped at Bermuda on their way 
to New York, and were quarantined there on suspicion 
of having cholera on board. The only quarantine hos- 
pital possessed by New York was a hulk that would 
accommodate about three hundred patients. In view 
of the danger, the Board of Health petitioned the gov- 
ernor for a grant of extraordinary powers to provide 
for the accommodation of the sick and the purification 
of the city. These powers were granted till the 15th 
of October. The Board made earnest efforts to estab- 
hsh a quarantine, but were thwarted on every hand ; 
the inhabitants of Staten Island, Coney Island, Sandy 
Hook, and all other eligible spots in the vicinity of New 
York, strenuously opposed the establishment of a chol- 
era hospital in their neighborhood ; and though steps 
were taken to occupy Seguin's Point by force, nothing 
permanent was effected, and thus the matter remained. 

Meanwhile, the expected visitant arrived. On the 18th 
of April the steamer Virginia reached New York from 
Liverpool, with a number of cholera cases of the most 
malignant type on board. The sick were transferred 
to a hospital ship, and those in health to a steamer fitted 
up for their accommodation Twelve days after, on the 
1st of May, the first case of cholera broke out in New 
York, in an old, ill-drained tenement-house on the 
comer of Third Avenue and Ninety-third street. The 
victim was a woman, who died in a few hours. The 
next day another case occurred at 115 Mulberry street. 
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five miles distant. From tliis time the disease slowly- 
extended, until it reached its height in August. It was 
confined, however, almost wholly to the badly drained 
and insalubrious districts of the city, and to the public 
institutions on the islands round about. In Brooklyn 
it raged with great violence. The Board of Health 
kept vigilant watch over the pestilence, and succeeded 
in checking its ravages so far that the whole number 
of fatal eases in the city, including the shipping at the 
wharves and the vast floating population, was but four 
hundred and sixty ; while the whole number of deaths 
from cholera, comprising the hospitals and the penal 
institutions on the islands, was twelve hundred and 
twelve. In the Western cities, whither it extended with 
fearful rapidity, the victims were numbered by thou- 
sands. During the continuance of the pestilence the 
barracks on the Battery, which had been used during 
and since the war as a depot for troops passing through 
the city, were converted into a hospital, together with 
the United States Transit Hospital immediately adja- 
cent. The barracks in front of the Five Points House 
of Industry were also used as a depot for disinfectants. 
A hospital was established in Second Avenue, and 
a corps of medical men and nurses was organized to 
serve during the plague, which finally disappeared in 
October. 

A marked event in the dramatic world, during this 
year, was the visit of the celebrated Italian tragedienne, 
Adelaide Ristori, the former rival of Rachel, who arrived 
at New York in the autumn of 1866, and soon after made 
her d'ebid with great success. After a brilliant tour 
throughout the whole country, Madame Ristori, or rather 
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the Marchese dol Grillo, revisited the city in the following 
spring, and took her final departure thence for Europe 
on the 18th of 3Iay, 1867. 

The winter of 1866-1867 was marked by great 
severity. The East River was entirely frozen over, an 
event of rare occurrence, and in the space of a few 
hours hundreds of persons crossed from Brooklyn to 
New York on the ice. The interruption to ferry navi- 
gation was so great that the public was stimulated to 
undertake the long talked-of project of bridging the 
East River, and the Legislature granted permission to 
two companies to construct elevated bridges, one from 
the vicinity of Chatham Square, in New York, to Fulton 
street, in Brooklyn, and the other from the neighbor- 
hood of Yorkville to the opposite point. About the 
same time a novel undertaking was commenced in the 
form of an elevated bridge for pedestrians, known as 
the Loew Bridge, across the comer of Broadway and 
Fulton street, a passage which had become extremely 
perilous from the crowd of vehicles constantly accumu- 
lated at that point. During the same session, an act 
was passed by Congress authorising the purchase, by 
the government, of the lower end of the City Hall Park, 
on which to erect a new Post-office. 

Various land-marks passed away in the spring of 
1867. St. John's Park, which, comparatively a few 
years since, was the centre of wealth and fashion, was 
sold to the Hudson River Railroad Company, and trans- 
foi-med into a depot. This park had formed a portion 
of the " Queen's Farm,'' granted to Trinity Church in 
1705 by Lord Cornbury, and the title of which is still 
contested by the heirs of Aneke Jans, the widow of 
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Roelof Jans, and afterwards the wife of Eomine Bo- 
gardus, who held the original patent. 

On the 13th of Tebruary, 1867, the old Society 
Library, on the corner of Broadway and Leonard 
street, was destroyed by fire. This edifice had been 
built in 1839 by the New York Society Library Asso- 
ciation, which occupied it until 18-53. It was then 
sold to the publishers, D. Appleton & Co., who re- 
modeled it, and used the gi-onnd-fioor for their book- 
store ; the upper stories being occupied by numer- 
ous societies, editors and artists. In 1860 the pub- 
lishing house of the Messrs. Appleton & Co. was re- 
moved to Broadway near Grand street, and the building 
was leased to the mercantile firm of S. B. Chittenden 
& Co., who were its occupants at the time of its destruc- 
tion, and whose loss thereby amounted to nearly a 
miUion of dollars. The Grecian facade of the build- 
in" remained for some time standing, almost unscathed 
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by the fire ; the beautiful ruin is worthy of remem- 
brance. 

Ill March Tammany Hall, on the comer of Frank- 
fort and Chatham streets, was sold to make way for a 
newspaper establishment, the Tammany Society having 
purchased tbe site of the Medical College in Fourteenth 
street, which had fallen a prey to the conflagration 
which destroyed the Academy of Music on the 26th of 
May, 1865, in order to erect a new hall thereon. Tam- 
many Halt stood on the Leisler estate, near, or on the 
spot, where the unfortunate Leisler was buried. It was 
erected in 1811, and had long been conspicuous in tbe 
political annals of the city. 

Another noticeable conflagration was that of the 23d 
of March, 1867, which swept away Winter Garden from 
the face of the earth, and seriously injured the adjoin- 
ing Southern Hotel, This was a fatal spot. Triplet 
Hall, the Lafarge Hotel, and the Metropolitan Theatre, 
having been burned to the ground thereon in succession. 
The fire, however, only gave a fresh impetus to private 
enterprise, and scarcely was the building in ashes, when 
its successor was projected. 

To chronicle all the changes, however, that have 
occurred and are occurring, would far transcend the 
limits of our work. Far different, indeed, is the New 
York Island of the present day, with its forests of cities, 
its marble, iron and free-stone palaces, and its million 
of bustling inhabitants, from the grassy hills which met 
the eye of Hudson little more than two centuries and a 
half ago. Then the island belonged to Nature, now it 
has become the property of Art. The marshes are 
drained, the forests levelled, and the fair, broad farms 
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laid out into building lots and traversed with lai-ge iron 
pipes, conveying fire and water side by side through the 
earth. Scarce a vestige remains of the primitive Man- 
hattan. Under the impetus given it by the Central 
Park, the city is fast rushing northward, and, in all 
probability, comparatively few years will pass before 
the whole island will be covered with a compact mass 
of buildings. 

Nor have the suburbs failed to keep pace with the 
city. Indeed, the whole country within a radius of 
thirty miles may be considered as a part of Xew York, 
a sleeping place for its citizens. Across the East River 
lies Brooklyn, the third city in the Union, somewhat 
overshadowed by the greatness of her mammoth neigh- 
bor, with the thriving villages of Green Point, Hunter's 
Point, Ravenswood and Astoria stretching to the north- 
ward along the Sound shore ; and on the west shore of 
of the Hudson are Jersey City, the Paulus Hook of 
the Dutch settlers, Hoboken, and the picturesque 
heights of Weehawken. The lines of the Hudson River, 
Harlem and New Haven RaOroads, are studded with 
thrifty towns, populated by the New Yorkers, who have 
also monopoHzed Sfcaten Island and spread far back on 
the Jersey shore. 

The islands in the East River are admirably adapted 
by their location to the penal institutions of which they 
are made the site. On Blackwell's Island, opposite 
Yorkville, are the Penitentiary, Lunatic Asylum, Alma- 
Houses, Hospital and Workhouse. Above this are 
Ward's Island, where tlie Emigrant Hospital is situated, 
and Randall's Island, the site of the Pauper Nursei'y 
and the House of Refuge. In New York Bay, south- 
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west of the Battery, are Ellis and Bedloe's Islands, 
both strongly fortified for the protection of the liarbor. 
A little to the south-east of the Battery is Governor's 
Island, the site of Fort Columbus and Castle William, 
and below this, in the heart of the Bay, Is the beautiful 
Staten Island, the villa of the merchant princes of New 
York, commanding the Narrows by Forts Tompkins and 
Richmond, with numerous batteries. The opposite 
shore of the Narrows is protected by Fort Hamilton on 
Long Island and Fort Lafayette on Hendrick's Reef, 
about two hundred yards from the shore. On a mole, 
connected by a bridge with the Battery, is Castle Garden, 
the fortress of olden'times, now used as the depot of the 
Commissioners of Emigration. The Sound entrance is 
defended by Fort Schuyler and other works. 

Numerous ferries connect New York Island with the 
neighboring shores, and it is probable that ere long the 
broad rivers on both sides will be spanned with bridges. 
At Harlem River it is connected with the main land by 
the Harlem Turnpike and Harlem Railroad Bridges, 
McComb's Bridge and the High Bridge of the Croton 
Aqueduct, while Spuytenduyvel Creek, the northern 
boundary of the island, is crossed by the well-known 
Kingsbridge, first built of wood, by order of the Cor- 
poration, as early as 1691. 

At the Dry Dock, on the north-east shore of the 
island, and also on the opposite shore, are the exten- 
sive ship-yards of the city ; and at the United States 
Navy Yard, in the Wallabout, is the Naval Dry Dock, 
the largest in the world. 

The public buildings of the city are numerous, and 
are mostly in keeping with its wealth and importance. 
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In the Park is the New Court House, the City Hall and 
various minor buildings, devoted to municipal purposes ; 
closeby, in Centre street, is the City Prison, or "Tombs." 
a gloomy structure in the centre of the most squalid 
portion of the city. 

In Wall, at the head of Broad street, on the site of 
the old City Hall and Custom House, erected in the 
beginning of the century, is the Sub-Treasury of New 
York, an edifice of Grecian architecture, built of Mas- 
sftchusetts marble, at the cost of nearly a million of dol- 
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lara. Adjoining this, in the building formerly occupied 
by the old Bank of the United States, is the Assay- 
Office. On the corner of Wall and William streets, is 
the Custom House, a magnificent edifice of blue Quincy 
granite, built originally for the Merchants' Exchange, 
at the cost of over a million of dollars. The old Post- 
office in Nassau street is doomed, and measures are 
being taken to give the city one worthy of the name. 
The libraries of the city are numerous and worthy of 
notice. The chief free public Library is the Astor, in 
Lafayette Place, between Fourth street and Astor 
Place, which was erected by means of a bequest of 
$400,000 made to it m 1848, by John Jacob Astor. 
The building was first opened to the public in 1854, 
with a collection of eighty thousand volumes, under the 
superintendence of Dr. Joseph G. Cogswell. It has 
since been doubled in size and the collection increased 
. to over one hundred thousand dollars, by the liberality 
of William B, Astor, the son of the founder. 

The oldest library in the city is the Society Library 
in University Place, between Eleventh and Twelfth 
streets ; the history of this we have already sketched. 
In a tasteful stone edifice on the corner of Second Ave- 
nue and Eleventh street, is the Historical Society, 
Library, founded in 1804. Here is found a choice 
collection of historical works, chiefly pertaining to 
American history, a rare assemblage of coins and relics, 
the Abbot collection of Egyptian curiosities, the Nine- 
veh marbles, and many other valuable objects. In the 
Clinton Hall building, once the Astor Place Opera 
House, is the library and reading-room of the Mercan- 
tile Library Association, which was organized in 1830, 
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with seven hundred volumes, for the purpose of sup- 
plying the merchants' clerks with facilities for reading 
and study, and which now possesses over seventy-five 
thousand volumes. A free reading-room has also been 
established in the Cooper Union, together with a pic- 
ture gallery. Other libraries, too numerous to specify, 
and containing many thousands of volumes, are attached 
to the various professional and educational institutions 
of the city. 

Our task is ended. Statistical lists we do not intend 
to give, nor shall we trespass upon the limits of that 
modern institution, the directory, by further mapping 
out the city, with its massive banking houses, its mag- 
nificent churches, and its marble-fronted palaces, all 
changing from hour to hour with such kaleidscopic 
rapidity that the picture of to-day would scarcely be 
recognized to-morrow. It suffices to say that in pala- 
tial splendor, in gorgeous magnificence, and in lavish dis- 
play of inexhaustible wealth, New York may well be 
regarded as bearing off the palm from all other cities 
in the Union. Yet were this all, did her claims to her 
proud title of the Empire City rest merely upon the 
power of riches, were she but the Golden City, the 
Venice of the Western Continent, then indeed we might 
tremble for her future, sure that the seeds of decay 
were lurking in her heart. But that she has played a 
far different part in the history of her country, her 
annals give sufficient proof. The first to practice that 
religious freedom which the Eastern colonists emigrated 
from the Old World to secure for themselves only U) 
deny to others, and to throw open her doors to the poor 
and oppressed of her sister settlements ; the iii'sl to 
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vindicate the freedom of the press ; the first to enter a 
practical protest against the arbitrary Stamp Act by 
dooming herself to commercial ruin ; the first to shed 
her blood on the battle-fields of the Revolution, and 
the chief in furnishing the sinews of war without which 
the late gigantic confiict could never have been con- 
ducted to a successful termination, New York has not 
falsified in maturer years the promises of her youth. 
Not only has she given an impetus to gigantic schemes 
of internal improvement that challenge the admiration 
of the whole world— the Ocean Telegraph, the Steam- 
boat, the Erie Canal, the Croton Aqueduct, and the 
magnificent Central Park ; not only does she, by her 
open-handed liberality, attract to herself men of science, 
enterprise, and broad and earnest thought, ingenious me- 
chanics, far-seeing merchants, talented artists, and bril- 
liant literary men, but she has fostered within her own 
bosom statesmen, philosophers, inventors, and authors, 
who may compete advantageously with any in the world. 
We have simply endeavored to chronicle the progress 
of the city, to select and briefly make mention of the 
most important facts from the mass of rich material 
which lies temptingly about us, looking longingly, mean- 
while, at the accessory incidents which would so charm- 
ingly fin up the picture and relieve the dullness of mere 
details, yet forced to desist by the conviction that the 
task would swell the volume beyond the compass of an 
entire library. What we could do, we have done ; and 
if any of the facts which we have thus collected 
and woven together shall suggest to the future historian 
the desire to rescue the story of the past career of our 
cily from the neglect with which it has hitherto been too 
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often treated, or shall inspire her citizens with love and 
pride of their native or adopted city, and urge them to 
perpetuate the memory of a glorious past by a stOl more 
glorious future, and to make their chosen home the 
Empire City in truth, not only of wealth, but of science, 
of learning, of art, of all that can elevate and beautify 
humanity, we shall feel that we have not labored in vain. 
The future destiny of New York rests with the pre- 
sent generation ; their verdict must decide whether she 
will patiently hear the name of the Golden City, by some 
so tauntingly bestowed upon her, or vindicate herself 
not only by past proof but by present action. That it is 
in her power, through her immense resources, her bound- 
less wealth, her buoyant elasticity, her composite popu- 
lation, the vast array of talent which lies at her disposal, 
and most of all, by the breadth, cosmopolitanism and 
geniality of the character of her people, to mould herself 
into what she will — to become the Athens of America, 
the centre of culture and of art — must be evident to all. 
Her fate is in her own hands ; whether her future fame 
is to rest on marble palaces or erudite imiversities — on 
well-filled warehouses or wealth of brain, she alone can 
decide. Let her but choose the latter position — let her 
but expend her wealth, regardless of outside display, in 
fostering talent, in encouraging art, in attracting to her- 
self by liberal patronage the intellectual power of the 
whole country, in endowing universities, and in develop- 
ing the mental resources of her own citizens, not by a 
lavish expenditure of money alone, but by an earnest 
appreciation of talent, and the time is not far distant 
when she wiU be cordially acknowledged, both by 
friends and foes, as the Empire City, not only of the 
Union but aleo of the World ! 56 
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Acnileniy of D(«lgn. SSfl, 8ft7. 

Adriatic. lauDch i^ 'tW. 

Adriacnson Murii. one of the Conncll of Twelve 

Men, 107. At Corlner's Hoolc, 113. 
Aleiomder. James, anivsL uC m; cnnneo] Ha 

Vbh Dam, 8W, 881 ; tn the Zengcr trisl, BS8 ; 

Etrnek from the list of stluracyB. 8M; n- 

i!ti>rc(lto the bnr, 846; tmatee of the Si«lo- 

ty librarr, 3Si. 
Allrniin, Issao, one (^ the Counell of Eight 

Mi;n, lis. 
Also]\ John, delegate to the Continental Con- 

AmbuBCftde, the, Bniva] of, GOG; eogagcnieDt 

Andre, Majw U New York, 591 ; sireet and 

Anlhonv, Allard, one of the first BCbepenB, 186; 

sherift, 157. 
Apthorpe House, narrow eBtape of Wnslifnslon 

ttom,SIH,&a. 
Airall, supposed visit to UiBhatlnnot 41; grant 

^the province by Jamee II. to, «. " 
Aniold, Season of itSl, M3 : tt New Tork, M3, 

6*8; death of, fi68. 
Aisenil, State, ereoted. 780. 
Aiflclee of Confedcnition, 6S6, 587. 
AasoelsUon, Oentml P.eliet ui^Milzed, 1i». 



steeDth 
at liberty, il2. 



Bockenis, Domlne Johinneo, Minister nt N< 

Amsterdam, 120; return to Holland of 134 
Biiiley, Gen. Tiievdorus, postmnster of Ni 

York ci^ in the beginning of thr -'— ' — 

Ctintnrj, 001. 
Buicker, Flores, one of the 
Barentsen, expedition o£ & 
BatStiita 

the Liberty Pole, 42»-43fl. 

Golden Hfll 44§-468. 

Long leliuid, 495-498. 

HmOem Plains, BOB, BOB. 

Fort WatdilDglon, 507. K)9. 
Banmsn, Sebasttan, flrst poatmoBter of New 

York dty after the itevolntlon, 690, 
Baxter, George, first English secTet4iiy of the 

BayuxL Nicholas, sooretary of tbe pnvloce, 



i«si,2:tO: intheafPJrofLetsler, S20-1 
the administration of Nanfiin, SOT. 

Baysrd. William, New York lielegota to 
nial Congress, 413. 

Baf .wl'B Mount— See niH». 



lUleim, one of the first sohepena, 

il of Ingoldaby, 288; member ol 

n-amp, leased lo Wp V 
tuse, liead-quarters ol 






ientjn, Jaqnes, one of the Connuil of Tiuho 

lerrien, John, wounded at the Liberty PoIi'. 

489. 
tloek, Adilaen, arrives at Manliattaii. Sfl ; bnlld- 

tho KestloiB, 40; esploiMlons and return of, 

lei, flrst patroon of Swaaoi'ii. 

B Everardns, arrival at Miin- 
; contiDyers. Hiai Van Twlller. 
Van Dinckliwen, 77, 78; raar- 

ht Indians, 11 1 ; ntm^n^^Hol- 
land, BhipBTOok anfl death o£ wa 
Bout, JanErerteen.oneoftheCunnelIufEk'bt 
Men, IIB; of Nine Men, l»l. 

treatv with tlie Indians conelndeil ou, li^i 
leased bythe coriwration, B22. 
Bradford, William, flrst julnter in the dty, 250, 



Bridge, Loew, 870. 
BriiSes of New York Island, 874. 
BrockbolBt, Antbony, aflldrs aibnlnistenid by, 
duiing the absence of Andros. Ijod. 

Bnshwlek with, 7J5,"75a ' "^ "" 

Broome, Samuel, one of the Sc«a of Uber^, 415, 
Brugges, John. Alderman, 157. 

Ington daring the second aeasion of Congre^ 

BnrdelL Dr., mnrder aC, 778, 7T9. 



BniT, Aanm, in the retreat of Blllli 
004 : In the a&ir of the Jay tre 
wim Hamilton, «K. 070. 

Bui^her rtght granted to tJie eltlz 

Buebwick ftrandeil, ISO. 



Calwt, Sfbastlan, eiploratiur 



.not; 78 
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e Gnrdeo, Iraasftinned ii 



dfpSt, 7. 






Csthedrsl, BomBn Cathollo, In Fifth Areiiue, 

CentaJP»rt,'u»toi7 at, 1B9-76S. 

Clunipe, John, sttompt Xoairyofl Arnold from 

the idtj nigde by, Mi, BflS. 
^Af»4tff^ ffranted lu the 

" — tJetWland Company bjtlie Stiles Gen- 



enl In 1«14 4& 



t In IdtS, iS. 



Omiend,40l 
Rttroonsmp^ 



Bnnckslm, 1S6. 



Liberties ot 201, SOR 

Dongnn, 213. 

Montgoinerie,— 

Amendiid, of 1980,132. 

Amended, of ]S19,T4». 

Amauded, of IBSS, 760. 

Amended, of 185T, TT2. 
Chelsea Bokk, the, 619. 
Cholew In Kew Tort iS3-m, 9«8, 869. 
Chrtetlinsen Hendrlck, &rricsl at Hnnhattan o 

3»; FortNBflsanbntltby,41; DeBtht.t42. 

Relbrmea Dateh— first orgsnlnllon 0^ BS 
firm minister of, 63, S+; ralmitiTe mBnnei 
snd Gustoma o( «S2-<^G; firBt ehurch 1 
ManhatlsD, 6S; Chnrch of St. Nichols, 
9T,ee.3B3; Sooth DuhJh In Garden Bliee 
241, aia B6I, 142 ; Middle Dntch In Nasaa 
street, 816, 316, H3. flSJ; Korth Dntch I 
Williiun street, 637, 6K9; eUorehes In tl 
bfglmitng of the oincteoBth centnrj, 6M 

Lntheran— oresnioiOon ot in Stoyvesant 
kdmlnlstraion, 14! ; fiiet mlulsCer ot. IK 
olinroh In Bnadway built by the Palatine 
IBS, S3T; ehnrches Id the beginning of tl 
uluelaeath eentniy, 6^ 

{Msoopal— EetetMed br Fletcher in 168 
SGI ; first elergnnaiiotwl; Trinity Chnicb 
fl[ected,aBl, ^; Klng^ Fenn franted by 
Qneen Anne to, mSi estate of Aueke Jans 
pnrdiuedby, is, SIS:«eDieteT7doiiBl '' 

m, tK,m; Esflse dii MnM-Bsprit, 

Inr tlie HngnenoU, SSI, m S08, 809, 369, 
BIS, OU: Bt aoorgo-s Ohanel 5n Beekman 
street, Bti; ehurohes In UieTwglnning of the 
nbieteeiltli century, 618, H4. 

Preslwt*riBB— Wall street chorch erected, 
Mi, rebnllt, 878; to ae Eevolutioa 613; 
Briek Gfanrch In Beekman street erected. 



ceiitiiry,«4B-ra<l. 

■"•nHst—Oold BtrepI 

et dujrch, ^ 



Clinton, Sir Henry, in the battle of Long Island, 



Huperse4ed by Sir Giw Carleton. 5oBi 
ainton, George, defence of MoDongill by, 461 ; 
defence of Sears by, 462 ; firetgoremoF ot the 
State, Ml, 614. 

llnton. CeWItt— See MayoTl. 
Clubl Union Leagae, organized, 908, SOT; His- 
tory ot 689^^ 
Colden, Cfldwallader— See fliwemiw* 
Collect, Koick, Fresh Water Poni the primit- 
Ive condition of, 3(1, 832, 323; proposed im- 
provement ot 613, 620; filled np, 680, 
OolUgn— 
King's, toanded, 3TB, 391, 898 ; in the Bevoln- 
tlon, 4T2, 47S; tranaformea Into Columbia, 



Colored T: 



"timber o^ P 



Union, 816. 
Safety, \m. 38 



appointed by the Sons of 



nfty-one.4T4. 

One Hondred, 431-433. 

Safety, appointed by the Pro 



Friends— In the beginning of the nineteenth 

century, 6ft4, 
Jews' Sjiwgogne In Mill street, 315, 653. 
MDniTlmi-?aH?iel In Fulton street, 3J4, 654. 
Catholic— In the beginning of the nineteenth 
ccntnry, 655, 
Clarke, Andrew, ftret English schoolmaaler In 

New York, 274, 
Clinton, Admlm! George— See OeverwiTi. 



cial Congress, 
ot, 322; Alma- 



treaty with the ID' 
40; West India, or 

.,, eBtabllsheiaJ-- . 

by, 186; farther mDnlcipEj prlylleges gniot- 
eO, ISO, 149 ; Slaten Island purchased by, 

Coftip^ — 
I&t Colonial, at New Twfc, 412, 413. 
Second OelonUI, at Philadelplil&, 4T8, 4T9. 
FrovlnclBl, at New Yoik, 419-480, 

Firat, of the State of NewTork, fimned at 

SlDgstan, 544. 
Federal opposition to, in the oily of New York, 
660; fe&al procession in the city, 68»; 
adopUon ot 5!H. 
Coney Island, diseovery 
■CoiyBr, Myles, president 

Cooper, Peter, Cooper Institute fomded by, 869. 
Corcoran, General, capture ot 303; release ot 

306, SOi. 
COTlaer's HoS, roassacre at. 111, 112; in JT81, 



!"s College, WT, 



■ijryBBii raiflue, loi. _ 

Cunningham, William, at the Liberty Pole, 4SI ; 
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TweiTeMen,lll; onoof theOmncihif EtgM 
M<m; expelled by hia OQllsuruBa, IIB: onoi)f 
the Oi.unBil ot Niao Men, 183. 
De Lenoey, ftvphen, first iinbUo eloot of the 
ctty pwneated by, BUD; dispute nitli Bnrnet 



OSpSt, Stalg Soidiora', SU. 

Dinner, Thomaa, tI^Ib Munluttiia hi 

it as Mb dtsoovcry, 4ft, 4T. 
Direkaen, Bwent, one of the Council of Eight 

Diiukson, Cornelia, first ftirymister of Sf 

Amaterdam, BL 62. 
IHrtclora-- 

nI6i3,byWest 



Indli Compsny, Ht 61:' retni 

land, 61. 
Verhnlst, Willism, In IflSt 51 ; : 
Mlnnlt, J>el«r, in If-- -- ■ ■ 



- - -■ — . — . of, 52; pumhase of 

the Island of Manhatlsn by, 02 ; correapond- 
enco with Governor Biiafbrd, oC OS M: 
recaU ot wid return to Enrope, TO ; arrest 
by tbe Enallali authorities and Bnbseqnent 
release, 61, 62; -visit to Sweden ot BO, 81; 
relume to Ameriiai and fbnnda Port Chris- 
Una, SI, 82; death and burial of, ST. 

Tan Twlller, Wonter, srrlTal 0? in 16S», «3 ; 
DliaiBcler of; Gg ; pablio ImprovementB of, 
S6: dIspatewlthBagsrdnBi£flg,«;; aflhlr 
of ihe -WIlllMB" ST-Il; noVriaaanfl, TO; 
protest agalost the En^Iah on the Coonectl- 
ontElser.ia; eimlrionofthBEnglishfrum 
FOTtNasaanb,y,Ta,T8; expedition dMpalch- 
ed againat 'Wetherafleld and Soybrook by, 
78 ; pnrohase of New AmerafljMdt and Gov- 
eroor's Islnud by, IB-7I ; dlaoonteut of the 
people; recall of, TI. 

Kfeft, Wllholui, arrival ot TO; anleccdents 
and cliaraeler ot ill; laws and ordlnannis 
eBtabllahed by, IB, SO; eselae lawsiiuiti- 
tnted by^ 90 ; ppoteat^plnat On Swedi 



FortOht^atli 



itina, of, SI, sa- 
l's OcmntleB fo 



- -3>.- -,-.,—, — . ,jrchHe of King's 

and Queen's Counties Ihr the Company by. 
Si, 95; expedition deapatched ax^st £e 
English un Long lalnad by, SO, 8fl; expnl- 
stoa of tbft EnglSsta fVom iJis Delavan by, 
SS; pnbllo Improremenla ot W^IB; regu- 
latlobB raapeonn^ eeawant Isfined by, lOJ ; 
tribate on the Indians levied by, iuS ; ts- 
pedltlon aealnst the Buttana desi»tclied br, 
IW; pabllB Assembly snuunoosd by, lUii: 
maaaaora oflndlans at Favonlaand Goriaer'e 
Hook aanetloned by. 111; war against the 
natlvoa oairied on by, lll-lIT; treaty of 
peace, IIT ; reeommencement erf hoaHlltles 
andoontlniianosofthBitar.US-lM; tr^ 
with the Indians oonoluded on the Bowlinz 
Green by, 12*; new ejtolae levied by, 128; 
reaoll ot ISa: despoClsm of 12fi, 1^; dls^ 
pate between Bognrdns and, 12T,I2S; return 
to Europe, shlpwmefc and death of, IS2. 
SOffveaaut, Potrus, appohited by the Com- 

8 any, 126: Ms history and charaeti-r. 12T- 
2S; public Improvements otl!i», 1«0; new 



of"bnrrfierri»ht8''lnaatnteaby,l4il4B; 
porsecullon of the Qnskcra by, 149 ; invasion 
of the idty by the English ; resistance of the 
fflwemor; suirender of Mew AmstBrdam, 
151-16*; fntnre career of ; death and burlnl; 
tombotl64; 8tuyv-esftntpeartree.lB8-195L 

Dix, John i., Mn|or-Genei»l of New York, 601. 

Dootors' Mob, BSIMSS. 

Donghty, TbomaB, fhandcrufMcspiith. 119,120. 

Draft in i(ew York, 820. 

n?„f ^,!S^''S,*f.^'™* *" Hegapflonsla, 136. 



«=ph,m 



In 1699, 240; 



East India Company. Dutch, inoorponitloa ol, 

Eddy, Thomaa, TlO, T18. 

Kelklna, Jacob, agent atrort Nassau, 42: snper- 

csr9> of an English trading yessel ; oontest 

witti Tan Twlller, flI-JO. 
Eleotlou, Presidential, of ISM. in Now York, SSfl, 

Ellsworth, Colonel, death ot 801, 302. 

Fair, Sanltwy, SSi. 

Ferguson, Jolin, mayor. 703. 

ForripB. first lease o£ 182 ; ferry to Harlem pro- 
posed by Stay vessnt, 148 ; BUBraige of ferry 
lease hy the oorporatlon, 259; lease of lOSB ■ 
ferry ntea and reflations, 202, iOS: lease of 
ITIT, 291. 2S5; new Iferry esMUilehed to Brook- 
lyn, all ; first (brry to fftalen Island, 394; ferry 
established to Paulas Hook, 809 ; ferries In the 
hegianlng of tho nineteenth century. 659- 
hlaluij'^ the Long Island f.-tUcs, 080, flSI. 

Fire of iTTh, MO, Ml ; of ITJS,5ai, of IB33, HI, 
742; of 1846, T48. ^ ' 

Fire Department, Pnld, oroanliod. 854. 

PlatbuS fbnndod, 181. 

Eliiahhig Brat Battled, 128. 



AmBtsrdam, BB, (15; captured and christened 

• Fort James. 154; reoiptared bv the Dutch 
and called ITort Wllhelm Ilebdrict IM: 
Burrondered lo the English and bsnelbrmed 
again into Fort James; ITO. 

Good Hope, Tl. 

Christina, 81. 

Uisimi' '!■' 

- ■-™ion9<lfl6l2-ll 
, Lady, visit o( 
'munepb^ Tavfm. tho head-quarters of Wash- 
^ lnBt..n, 5:*, 021, Oii2. 



Gage, Grnoml oomn 
Ywk, T28. 



tied ^. 185; oonteM L ,^„^,. 

and, 183; Landtag beldatNuwAmslerd^ 
hv orfer ot 141 ; fntoleraace tiivnad the Lu- 
therans ot 142 ; Swedes oipelled from Fort 
Ohrlstlna by, 143 ; second Indhin war during 
the admtailstraUoa ot 148-146; the system 



NIoollB, Colonel Kiohard, sppolnted by the 
imfce nf York, In IBIU, IMI; arrival and In- 
vasion ofHew Amsterdam by, 161-153; con- 
QTiest of the fort, IM; iiniclalmed pivurnor. 
ISB ; Sirm of municipalgoVLTonient changed 
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by, 15T: taxei levied by, IMS; tMlanui™ 
tunird the LnQierimB. 163, lfi9j My tarti- 
fled by, l«l ; recall H, ISI ; ieafk ot, 16B. 

Lorelaee, Culond Fnncle, in 1868; nrriTsl oi; 
161; desputio eondnot ut, 161, 1«8; {"JliUo 
meedng for merebuitB IneUtuted; neefl 
spprorWl; flrst null between New York 
and Boston eelablltibed by, IW, fort In- 
troatod to Captain John Manning by^ Ifil; 
Invasion of Uio cily by the Dotch fleet; 
conwdioeof Uazmlnff; captDreoftbetown, 
l«4-ie6; return tai^rope aC, 166; pnblKi 
reprimand and oonfiflCAtlen of e?tat«Buf,16&. 

Colve, Captain Anthony, atriyal at, 168; hivs^ 
elan and oaptnre of the city bj, 1«, lES; 






meni r«aiorea oy, in; cnaractn ana 
or at Hi; reinuallana and ordlnanees 
.bUshad ty, ISI-SOO; bolting monopoly 
ited to the elty bv, SOL SOS; admlnlt7 
tt eBtabllBhed, 202; Bhive lam) aS, iU. 



... ._ "irltchoraft ut 168, ITO; ___ 

render of the fiirt by, JTO. 
Andtos, Sir Edmond. takoB command of the 
iSty, 170; EngliBh form of mnnlelpal gov- 
ernment r«atored by, Itl; character — '' 

poiior at lea; — '-' — —■ ' --■"-- 

eMabllBH-' '- 
granted 

.„, J) Kngland ot SOB; 

Kev Tork, and eabeegnent reall, 806; 
applied royal governor of Hew En^and 
and Sew ToA SOT; Boot n pdeonet' Ui 
Eoglmd by Ua snbjeots of Boston. S19. 
Dongan, Colonel Tbomae, arrlral of; 207 ; flrat 
English ASflembly anrnmoned by, SOT ; ma- 
iloTpal legidallone ot; SUB, SIO, US, 316; 
ojonofioly tat pacMi^ flmiF and Inking 
bread ftir ciportnllun granted to the CilS 
by, 810; dialler gmntEd by. In 10S6, 313, 
<ianadian noUey ot Sll, 216; homo aflWrsi, 

Klcho'lsoii, BlrKanela, nswunee commaiid us 
lleuteoantgoveraoT. 317 ; anperBeded by 
' - ■ "■"; flight to Enghmd, 234; In- 



^ ^ander-ln-chlc. ,. ^, 

BaMy, S8i; fortlAeB the cEty; deamtdiea 
memorial t« 'WiUlam end Mary, 2S^ SSfi; 
dcBpatcbee Mllboma to Albs^^i^I ; asaunree 



title of lleutenaut-gOTCrno^ 



Ingoldaby, 



a J ; desntttohea an ex- 
pedition ag^nBt Canada, SSI; Bapeneded 

by Blooghter, SKS; blockadefl bv ' '■'-'■- 

Sfi3,S81; letter to Slonghter and ( 
enrrender of the IM, 384, SSS; arreEt «ul 
Inmrleonment ot SSA; trlsl and condemna- 
tlon, m S86; eiecnUon ot SS6, 397; die- 
Inteired and rebnrled In the South l>ateh 
Chnrohln Ganleil Mreet SIl. 

Blooghtet, Col. Henry, appohited governor, 
m; airlvai oC 388; Lefaler and aclheMnts 
Bireined by, WH; death n'amnt of LolBler 
BndMllbDnieatgnadby.S67; mnnlelpal ordl- 
naneeB dnrtne the administration ot 211, 
Sti; death ot S4S. 

Betoher, Benjamin, In 16M, airlval ot S4S: 
cfaarBSter and policy ot 347; Epiiicocal 
ehvndi eataliUetied In the province by, SSI : 
ludJan piJley, SSS; Boapected oonnlvance of 
plratlol depRdatlonB, 253; recall ot ^B4; 
proareBS of the <dty during the admlnlBlra- 
tlai ot SGI-Sm. 

Sellamont, LcTd,la I fiflS, appointment of, 354; 
stock eompany tor the snpprcaalonof jdraoy 
ontimlzed; the Adventure galley fitted onl 
by, 264; l&llnre of the enterprise; popular 
niHontent, 3H^3G6; arrlvnl nt 2A0; police 
ot S«l ; Tlalt to BoBlipn. 308; dispute wllli 
the merchants, 364; denih of, !M. 

m; BSBimee°mre"i^''oa^''sf»ln, S«B; at 



aupcTBeded by Ct 
Cornbury, Lord, ai 



376; effijFtsta 



ty, !7S 
iflonoC 



I; InatrueUonB 
joiuB the anti- 

_._^ schoolB during 

nri3ra;at jDjnaloi,S7^ 

-.,, ,- .sblish episcopacy ot 275, 

SI6; peculadon oC S76; furHHeB tlie eltv, 
377, stb; dcBpotiemot S78,S7li; recall end 
fiubBaquent arroBt and ImiiTlBonmentnf- 3711 : 
progreafl of TJie city dmi" ------ 

tioQ oK nO-SUK. 
Lovelaoi^ Lord, arrival ot 3Sfi; asBembly cim- 

lened by, Sb6 ; eudden death of, UBS. 
IngohlBby.MidorKlchan1,BrrivalotS8S; con- 
lest with Lideler, 368, 284; Msumesdlree- 
tion of aflUn niwn the death of Lovchicc, 

£86 - i^mnval n/ OKA 

Hunt 



r, Kobert BiTlv^ ot in 17J0, BStt; hls- 
tu. ut 2^6, mi joins the anU-LeiBlerian 
fflrty, Ssa; coondl ot 3B8; expedition 
gainst Canada dispatched by, S^; Mlure 
S tho expedition, S|I6; contest with the as- 
embly, all ; court of chancery eetabllahed 



ot William, arrival of, In 1720, 30S; ehar- 
cr and anteoedenla of, 866; marriage 
frieodahip with Uoiria, 808; ooonoll ot 
^; Indian afblrs during the admiolBtra- 



drcuitouB traffic 1 



iy,80I; congrcBS of governors at 



bly, 60», 810; Iranellirred to lUasaachusetts, 
816; progreu of the elh- during the admin- 
iBtrallun of, 810-812. 
Montfromerle, .lohn, appi^tment ot 310 ; ar- 
riml and InatractlDns of, 813; policy of the 



JSt> 



novidof Morris ftom the < 



DitiiL 380, 



with Uie assembly, 84 >; rapadty of; lllp 
Van Dam BUBpenilcd by,34fi; death ot 845; 
]>n>gtese of a^lrs during tho adminlacratloii 
otS17-R63. 

Clarke, Geotve, asaomes the direction of 
affiiits, 846; contest with Kip Von Dam, 
84Gl 346 ; eommlSBianed sa lieutenant- gov- 
ernur,346; dissolves the assembly, and re- 
stores Smtlh and Alexander to the bar. 316: 
negro plot during liie adjniniatifitlon ot 
SBMOe ; BUperaeSed by Clhiton. 869. 

Clinton, Adm&al Oeor^ siTlTal of, 810 ; dli- 
ancB with De Laneey ; Eubsequeat rupture, 
and alliance with Colden, 870; dlssen^un 
with tlie assemblv, 370,376. 876; atlhlr of 
tho " Greyhound," 876, BIS; reaiguaCion ut 
376. 

Osborne, Sir Donvera, arrival irf, 376; iuBtrao- 
tlonaot876, 879; popular demonstrations, 
347; fcvebodlnga ut the council. 879; aui- 
eide of the governor, 347 ; previous history, 

Dc llneey, James, pi^viooa catwr, S3», 835, 
870. iTi; Brumes direction of aOilFa as 

Da.ivere Osborne, 880; policy uf, SSl.aSi; 
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at Albanj', SSi; Sodely Llbmr fbnnded 
nnaer the aoapieeg lit B34; jirogreM of ttie 
citf clniliis Ovf lulDilsletniaon at. 394~SSe: 
BopwaedetT by 8t Charles Hnril)', SSfl; 



3eS,S»; death oT, 

n.irdy. Sir Cfaurles, lalyiH nf; In<aiiiinitf tor 
office. 8S0; reBlpi(Lti<m uiil depaiiiire tWm 
the province, ABT. 

CadwifllMer Colrtni. aUDines command as 
llentenant-gtiTenior, S9S: nrovloua career 
of, 304, BOS 8B0, BTO, S^i, fes; sttempt »t 
Imprciisment dniinR tito jidiuTnlatntJon #^ 
898; 894; ileiMhofGciiraBn. andprocliuns- 
tion of Gk'iiiEC III.. SM; thontro opened 
in Beckinan street under the nnaploeB of, 
895; eiipereedod by Monckton, 89d; ogratn 
In command. 8l)T,liKI; state of aflhlrB In the 
calontcs In 1768, Wl-WB; pssaBBD of the 
Stamp Act, 409; ditirin memorlkl of the 
sssemMy to the MinisOy, 108; reupMon 
itf the Stamp Act In tliecity.4ao,ilO; uon- 
Importalton aereemeiit of the Sevf York 
merchants, *li,41B; uriraiBtHie IteniBa; 
Golden UDdi»tskea the offlee «f flBtrihntor; 
lebm^t in etBcy on the Bowling Onjcn, 4IS, 
418 ; dellTors Hie lOmai to the mayor. 423, 
428; enpersedod by Monre. 425; imia in 
command. 448 ; emlWen of blUB of credit by 
thessembly.kS; toxon teB,44«; non-lm- 



Bhipe; tea piirty in Kew Torlt Harbor, 
4ffiC-4T8: seeond Colonial CongrosB; the 
American Aseociatlon, 4TR 

Monditon, Sen. Robert, inpoliitroont. nonn- 
Inrlty u^ S»S; reception bv tlie aseeinily. 
SeS; departure for Martliifque and return 
ot,WT; mnnlcipiil ordin^ccB, 89T, 898; K- 
tmnB to Enxland, 400, 

Moore, Sir Honrr. condliotory dispoBlUon of; 
reception by the Sons of Liberty, 4i6, 42T ; 
repeal of the Btninp Act, 129 ; Limited Bnn- 
ply Bill passed by the isaembly, 487 ; con- 
test iE7it1i tJie ABEembly: disi^anchisement 
of the proYlnce, 438. 438 ; nascmbly dls- 
BolTod by, 441 ; now nssomirfy convened, 
Ul; death 0^442. 

Dunmore, Lord, arrtfal ot, ««: complaisance 
of the aeBombly : trial of McDoniaL 4fll- 
46S; transfer of Dnamore to Ytr^uls. 461. 

Ttjon, 'VCllliam, Appointed govemor, 401 ; re- 
nieal of to receive the Income voted by the 

40S; Hew York Hospital founded under the 
auspices 0(4(18, 464; bHrniiw of the Govern- 
ment House, 4»; the tea ships; spirited 
action of the Sons of Libert;, 407, 1S8 ; de- 

Cturcftir EDslaud,4CT; retiuqi,480: bom- 
dment of the town by the A^n, 468; 
flight from the c!tv of, 449. 
Greene, General. 404, 493, 50B, 0e4. 

Bale, Nnthan, secret eipedlton of, 601; arrest 

and execuUon of, S02, 
Hsn, Tammany, removal of, SI2. 
Hall, Thomas, settles at Turtle Bay, 8S ; one of 

the Oonncll of Kii" Mon ins 
Hamilton, Audren 

trial, 885-348. 
Hamilton, Alexam 

Asia, 488: politic 

Hamilton, Lient, deaUi''ori'8i 
Hanfoi^, Levi, reminiecencce 
Uaidenburg, Arnoldus, 12a, IS 



. detenee of, In the 2enger 

or. df'ue of. m the neat 
Ids, 477; in theall^irr^the 



Harper Brotliers' Printing and Publishing Es- 
tablishment bnmed. 153. J51 

Hart. Pelw nails tlie Sag over Sumter, 70O, 791. 

Health, Board at, oi^anlieA, 866. 86T; eupprea- 
eion oT cholera by, 863, B69. 

Heemskerck, expedition of SO. 

IleemstcdCiflnt settled, ISO; Indian massacre 

Heermais, AnsuBtine, one ot the Council of Ntae 



Incleubeis; 824 
Mamy. 504, 619. 

Z«itb«y, ill 824. 
Hoi&nan, Judah Ogden, recorder, ( 
Hnlmee, Georee, settles at Turtle I 

"ZS. 

Beilevue, 0S4. 



ork. Ibunded, 468, 625, U 



Howe, Geo., arrival at Staton Island of, 493 ; hi 
the battle ot Long; Island, 495-408 ; at Kip's 
Bay, 602 ; in the battle of Harlem Plidns, SOS, 
506; In commandat New Tork, 611,548; recaU 
o£Bfi2. 

Hnds#n. Hem?, first expediti«iB o^ 31 ; dlscoT- 

34; encounter with ^e In'dtosat FortVLh'^ 

Hudson River, various names o^ 84, 86. 
Hgghea. Hneh. one of the Sons of Liberty, 412. 



InstituUons, benevolent, in the b<^nning of the 

nineteenth century, 628-630. 
Irving Washington, birthplace o^ 835. 

Barent's or Ram, Great, now "Word's, pur- 
chased by Van Twiller, 75, 77 ; siteofEmi- 
grant HosplMI, £73. 



ottheBonseofBefugi 



_. . ,.. . . le eetoblished at, 855; 

ForUflcatlons of 8T4, 

BtockwelPi, puretasea by Van Twliler, 76, 
77; pubiisbDlldlng8of,S7S. 

Huttsn, DOS Governor's, purchoaod by Tan 
Tniiler, TO: fortiflintlonB oC 498, 8T4. 

Oyetcr, now Ellis, fertltloatlons of, B74. 

Staten. grant of land to Comolis Helyn, 85; 
mirclw^d by the Company ; first Betuement 
of the Huguenots. 142; Howe at, 493; in 
the Eevolution, 635, 6S6; fortificaUons of. 



Mnrcus, sold into slavery by order of 
«. 108. 

"^OT, house desfroyed by the Sons oi 
,420. 
»oe1e( land granted by Van Twiller to. 



e of the Council of Twelve 
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ia Council of Nine Men. 

res. 



Jnnsen.Mii?l 

Japaneao limbaasr, TlBlt to 'Sew York, 

Jaj', AiiensciiB- «irly Hi^nenot reaidtui, tn^f, 

JftV, John, In the Cnmralttee of nftj-onB, 4T4; 

delepite to Ibu ContJncntai Conjrras, «J; 

flialrinan of the CnmtnltKw of Snfutf, u1l>; 

Cbief Jiistloe, MB; Pesoe CommlBsloner, HOT ; 

la the Doctors' Mdit, 58B; (foremor of Hew 

York, 50»; trenty oi; 609-011, 



rcantlle, in 1SB«, Sia. ST8. 

ietv, In I'oi, si», s:H>, SS4, enn, SW 

Lincoln, Prealiient, doeUon of, 784, li 



tennrd, Lcf>iiariL doleg^e to fin 

jn^rresB, 41S, 4n. 

^jODBrf's MaidiiKS, 22. 325. 

LlvjngatoD, Kolffirt, S.nt proprietor of 
Mnnor, MO. as», MR 



]iiiel. lirat pretiden' 



r King's 



K«pn&]y Hoaso. IxL^Ld-qnattorfl of Le& Putnai 

and WssbliTRton, 490. 622. 
Ecmii^dy, Jr>bn A., sclznre of Cunfodonite nm 

by. I^. TOU. 
Kiad, WlUism, IilBtory ot 251 ; in coimnand c 

AdTentuM uTillOT, fet; piracy ot 255; mroi 

Klp.Ilendrlofc Hradrloksen, first slty lot fnsntod 

10,95; one of tho Coondl of Hine Moil. ISd. 

King; Chnrles, preddent e* Colnmbla College, 

King's Farm jmntwl to Trinity Chnrcb, 21^ 84T. 



LlrlngBton. Enbert K. delesate to flrst 
Congreas, 412 ; one of Uiu ihiiners of tl 
ratioaof IndependBnoe, 482; chanco; 
In tbe Erin Cjin^, T13, T20. 



of the ConniJl of 



injpbniiM 



ia,50g; di-ath nf, 5IKL 



Kolck— Soe Collect 
Kossuth. Lonl^ arriva 
Krieler, MnrSn, ono i 

Krol. Sebastian .lanael 



Knytci; JodiemPI 

from°tbe pnreiniw, 13(1. 131 ; 
-ppuint?d f-'"— ■ ■■ '■-- 
er oi; 141. 



Siun'idr<if Twclvfl Mon.'lOI; one 'of 'c " 

ofEightMon.llS; dispnte with Kioft; 



I«boiie|Bcv. 

Hw^ Tirii, Si4; snl 
La[0^ " '- ' 



Lampo, Jan, first sellout fiscal of the provlni 



Lb Montngn*, Johsnni 
otKicft,Jfl, 111, 120, 

Lraiittag of delwntoB B 
«<aeDibledatHewj>' 
Oen. Chal'le^ Iti 



ntboBvellntelito' 



'^°; 



w AmstvFdaid 



rlsi>n.!dlnthoCltyI]n 

lUle of Harlei 

l>e Sods of Liberty, 412, 

LeBte.'MoSaii, goromor of the State of New 

Ywk.68T.IM. 
Uborty Pole, erected on the Con 



Leltcb. Mrjor. In tbe 

W3;doaUio^50U. 
LBWlB,Franets,onenf 



fnbylh 



byttieG 



HlaloricalSoi4sty,in 



ty. ICIi; »'"rt martial oC foi- mii-aiiilK-, llili, 
Mamaiontwk, the property of Cnleh Heathcote, 



"TSS-r 



s. flrstpaatoT of tbe Frencb 



; doi>arture' from 

„. J of Liberty. 412, 

ssted by the lusombly , 445, 4S0; In 
of the Asia, 4SS; In the fbdeinl rfol^ 



wTork, 



_ s, firat mayor of the i 

1665. 1661, IKl in the nffiilr of r.el9le 

DelBTall, Thomas, 1660, 1511, HilS, 1( 
172.178. 

Stconwjck, Comellns. 1668-1071, 108 



IHTvall, Wmiain, lOTS, 178. 
1>« Meyer, NlohSai " ' 

:ortland[,8tcphL..__, 

; Id tbeajhlr of I^Lslur, 220, 226. 22SI, £64. 

SombnnEB. FnuigoiB. 10 






r of Lclal.T. 220-224, 220, 22i 22B; in 
ulnilnlalratloii of NiuiKin,_2»*, 207. 



with 



e, S4I.» 



andag^ 



r, Abraham. 1691-1i 

Loiloifick. Charles, III24. i06G. 228. iaO. 

Merritt, William, 169B-1B8S, 260. 

De Fei-ster, Johannes. IWS, 1689, 200. 280, 267. 

FroToost. DacU, 16»>, 171K). 202, 266. 

lie Klemer, Isaac. 1760, 1701. 

Noell, ThoniBS, 1701, 1702; mpolntsd, 266; 

I.elalerhiPS during the admlnlslratinn ot 

French. Phfllp, 1702, 1T08. 208. 2S0. 
Feartree. Wimam, 1708-1707. 2P1. 
■WllBon, Eheneier, 1707-171". 2S3. 
Van Cortlandt, JacoUs, 1710, 1711. 1719, 172^ 



dbyGoogle 



Johnston, John, 1T14-Ili», 300, SOS. 

W!ilterB,Eobert,lIil>-lTS6,80B,3il. 

Jansen, Johannes, 1725, 1126, 311. 

LorUns, Kobert, 1148-1738, 3il, 341. 

Khsha^ FauL 1735-173U, 3iT. 

Cruger, John. 1789-1744, 363. 

BayanL Btephen, 174i-lT47, 370, 371. 

HollanfL Eawsrd, 1747-17" "'* 

Crnger^ohn, jr, X767-1" 
Lord London, 391, S 
Colonial Congresa, 4 
fWiia Oolden by, 441, ta- —. 

HIeks, Whitehaui, 17«6-177«, 487, 438, 4M. 

Matliewe, Dmid, mayor dm^ng the EotoIu. 
tlon,e52. 

Suane, iFAme^ first mayor after tbo Revola- 
ttoa, 17e!WTS9, 474, 479, 674, 804. 

VaHok, Klehard, 17S9-1601, 6IM, BIO. 

UiingMon, Edward, ISDl-i3DS, SU, l>62. 663. 

Clinton, De Witt 1808-1S07, lSOB-1810, 1811- 
1815, appolDted, 668 i remoisd trom the 
msyoidfr; reappointed and amin removed, 
6tj7; restored to oflleo, 688; elected gover- 
nor, 704: in the Erie Canal, 716-Til; dcatb 
ofiTOS. 

HTlllett, Marlnns, 1307-1808, appointed mayor, 
68T; [H^^iouE career otiii, 430, 484,486, 
603; ambassador to the Creelis, OflO. 

Badclk Jaoob, 1310. 1311. 1315-1818, ap- 
pointed. 689; reappoinied, 703, 704. 

Golden, Cadwallader D„ 1318-1$£1, ^pointed 
to the mayonlty, 7114: removed, 705. 

Allen, Btephen, 1821-1823, appointed, 705; 
snuerseded, 706. 

PaoHing, William, 1888-1826, 1326-1328,705, 
709.715,130,182. 

Bowne, Walter, 13211-1338, 784-188. 

Lee, Gideon, lf83-18S4, 738. 

Lawrence, OoraeUnB W., 1884-1837, 748, 744. 

Clark, Aaron, lSSI-1889, 74:' 

Vadan, Issao L„ 1839-1841, 

Morris, Eoberl !£.,"' " 



Hayemoyer, 
7^ 7«. _ 






i^illlaia F.,18i5, 1840,1848,1840, 

.-..-IB, 1947, 743. 
l™ v., 1847. 1848, 749, 
Jaleb S., 1B40-1B51, 149-751. 
Ambrose C, 1851-1808, 101. 
Jacob A. 1858-1855, 151, 154. 
lando, 1855-1853, 76S; 1960-1862, 

Tlemann, Daniel F., 1868-1860, 780. 
OpdykerGe««e, 136^1661, Si^. 
Ganthar, C ^iOfKY, 1864-1806, 884, 
SoSisan, John T., 1866-1863. 857, 
MoDoDgall, Alexander, one c^ the Sons of Lib- 

*tS; one of the Committee ofFiftv-Due, 414; 
colonel of Hew York regiment, 436- 
UdDvers. James, stamp dlstrlbutnr at Sew Turk, 



Megapoieiuds, l>omlne, cle^ynian at IJe^ Am- 

««eidam,lS4. 
Melyn, Oomelis, arrival 1* 83; grantee of Staten 

Hand, 33; one of Conndl of^ht Men. 118; 

diepote with Kfeft; exiled from the colony, 

ie>£ 181 : shipwreck of, 182. 
Mcs|iath, destmctl<|- "* """ '- "-- 



at, 121. 
[lehadlnB, I! 



onas, supposed first elergy- 



Hilbome, J aoob, despatched by Leisler to Al- 
bany, 2M; return to New York, 238; second 
expedition to Albany. 230. 231; arrest and 
imprisonment oC 239 ; trial and execution <^, 
SSO^^ ; dishileiTcd and buried in the Garden 

Militia, Bew York City, tendered by Gen. Sand- 



ford for the suppresslo 

first departm^ Ibr the 

1368. Bl9. 
Minetta Ittook, 25, 324. 
Molenav, Abram, one o1 

Men, 101. 
Montngne, AbAham, 443, 44' 
Montgomerv, Gen. Bichard, 

P^'s Churchyard, 110; tr 
Morgan. William, abdao ' 

J — .. -Btl-Masonfo e 

Sim 

803,806,829;! 



Interment of, in St 



a Offlee by Cosby, 
'Van Dam, 3^; 

Mon^^G™vei^eqr,°«5^7, Bill, 691, Hfl. 
Moirisanla purchased by Lewis Morris, 233. 
Morris* House, Gel. Koger, head-qnarters of 

Washingbin, 606, 621. 
Mnseum, Ikuuum's, bnmed, 351. 



egroplot of ma, 201, 292; of 1141, 355-368. 
ment in exchange for Surinam, flO. 


GreeuleaTs Patriotic Begister, 539, 590. 

riaSj;artylnl7M,883. 
New York Gazette, first paper In the city, 
published by William iradford, 250, 811, 

New Yorit Gazette or Weekly Post Boy, 883, 

NcJfV^ meklv Journal, iisned by John 
Peter Zenger,2S2; burnt by the hangman, 

Birington's Gazette, desUvyed. by tbe Liberty 



■jkij Mercnry, published by Hugh Gaine, 

18,548. 

malism in the city hi the beginning of the 

S-14™ in lS59,Ts9. ' 

man, Contad, Behont fiscal, 62, 59, 69, 72. 



487. 



Packets, first line of European, established, 109, 

Palatines, immigration ot; 287; migration to 

PenneylYMiiaandUvlnCTton'sr- """ 

Fanlus Book, purchase o£ 67. 
Panw, Michael, patroon of 



and Uvin^ 

turchase o£ 67. 
patrooD of I'avonla, 
tia, first erected ii ' 
^tt, 111, ns. * '""°'^'^' '"' """^ '™°™* 
Philipae, Frederick, member of council in 1689, 

le of Supreme Court 
-trial, 835. 

Hices oi; 613, 614, 626- 



Phllipse, Adolphns, 
83lfm; in filers 
Planck, Abraham, oi 

PintaS, John, reml . . . ._ 

680, 710, 719. 
Pitt, William, statue of, 481. 



woiit.^142 
Police, Met 
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PttbUeSaOditigt— 
Goyemmcnt House and 



city Hall bnilt In Wall etreet; Stadt Huya 

Bold at luGtioii, 2GS. 
Alma-House erected on the Ckmamons, SOD, 

riral' Mereteile" Eichanee, at the foot of 

Broad street Id 1'S2. 374. 
King's Collage, at the foot of Fart place, ST3 : 

canmbla Cdlegc, tSU, WS. 
Hew York Heepitsl, fonnded In lira,«8,4M, 

<ffi5,e2(L 
Bridewell, In ths Kevolution, 622, 64S, 630, 

681, «aa. 
Hew Jail, in Uio Eeyolntlon, 6a»-S3(l, 581, 

988. AM, 
Federal Hall in Wall atteet fitted np ftir Con- 

eK9a,SUI. 



BaUeTae £BtB>llGbrat 
Post-ofUce, «9S. 
Tontine Cofi^e Bonsi 

'^^Hill baUt In the Pari 




CiTll and n 

laws established by KlefL, 8V. 
Two onniiDl lidra Instltnted iu IIHI, 96. 
City wBll botlt along the Una of Wall 

File wardens appointed; woightf and 

ures rt^lateil, 1£U, 
FordHcaHons erected hi Wall aaii't. 11 
Bnrgher rights eatabllslied hi Ihu city.l , 
ilre-bnckels, books and ladders hnportciL 
and a raCtJe watch orgnnlied; thatched 
Foob and wooden ehlmzLeys abolisheil, and 
piioper^ snliJeoted to tasatiun, 



hantslDlS 



Idtlu school evened, UT. 
Koad opened to Qa^em, 
PnbUc meeting for i •■ 

street, Instituted ; moniuiy uiuii eis 

between Hew York aod iJcHIon. II 
OrdlDauces of Andnn, 19T-2(H). 
Btoad street Improved, 11*9, 
BlaOBhter houses removed from the 
Public wells built fn the idty, 181, 2f 
Olty divided hito shi wards, 2IIB, 210. 
Ponder magaidne esahhshed at tl 

Tly, 212. 
Water street projected; Wall street 

21S,S]4. 
CItr fortlfled by Lei^er, iSfl. 
-Water street extended ; Fine and Ceil 

laid ont, 211. 
Maiden Lane regnlat<il, 269. 

first time lighted, 26H, iSU. 
First English sehoul eslablished. Id 
£78,211. 



First n^bt watch established. 2f[9. 
Freedom of the city in Cornhiiry'a Qiliahits 
tintloii; street darning; public pound, 2T1>, 

ided ; Bioadway pavei 

BtrsetmS.. 
First pnrchase of fnmiture for the use of the 

Common Council, 291, 293. 
PubUo clock pnt up on the City H^l, SOO. 
First ropewafk buQt hi Broadway, 801. 
Hew terry established, 801. 
Jews' bnrial gromid established near Chatham 

Square. 816. 
Powder MasBiine built on the island In the 

Collect, MB. 
Greenwich and Washtnaton streets com- 
menced: new ships built, 81 9. 
Line of stages established between Hew York 

andPhUadeIt>liiB,319. 
Fhst pnhllc llbraiy established In the city, 

ai»,B20. 
Markets of 1786. S!n. 
The "etmnd" si>ld at public auctloi 
Pearl street laid ont and regnlat«d, svz. 
City divided Into seven wards, 826. 
Fire cngineafirst Introduced, 32B; firedepart- 

ment organlned. 826. 
Alms House and House of CorrecUon built on 

the Commons ; Cortlandt street opened, S41. 
First stone of the new battery laid on the 

Whitehall rocks. 348. 

eitended, B49. 



,822. 



liberty street, 3? 
John, Dey, B-— - 

paved and r 
First Mercbani 



bnllt ii 



at&edtoe' 



'.OA" 



b lighthouse lighted for the first 



Oanal constrncied In Canal street, 
Collect filled up, {^. 
First sidewalks laid In the olty, « 
Broadway graded below Canal sti' 
Streets numbered, Ofi^ 



«92. 



St lhie8 



eonstmoted, C69, m. 



n-ldi. 



Mart""^" uaeffas a building* m^rial 
Penny press first eslnblished, 784-788. 






4 in 1658. T51. 
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n ihe bidtio of Lofl;r Isia 



3n de, urJvsl ot SO: femtLj 



«•&"- 



WashingMD, TBt 
Bt patroon of Rem 



r™nship,57 
Uon ol, 111. 



tselser. ^illism 
BWiOlL BT. 
— — ,,-ierswick- ere 
Ridgowoml Watar W 
Kloll Great Sew Tiu 
EisLtorL TlBit ot BW, SfU. 
Klker. Rlcliard, reeonler, «9g, TOa, 704 
Bttima, Domtiie, of the Collegiate Church, BS2. 
Bltaiu, Adulph. colonel of Xew York regiment, 



city, BO 



.10. 4lT. 



mllllnr}' commandant of tlie 
one of the Sons of Liberty, 



gi^uyltv, Peter, 224, 2«0^ 304. 80S. 

Scotl, JoJin Kuiln. one of the Sons of Ltberty, 
411 ; In the Bioed BlnwC aMir, iSi. 

Seal first Etanted to the city, 1K9, 140; JrstEns- 
llah ea^lW ; Ecal of im. 218, 214 

8eara, Iraao, one of the Bona of LIberry, 410, 
«T: woondefl at the liherty P.ile, 434. 48B; 
in die battle of Golden Hill. 418-450 ; remoral 
&am Dffiee at 4G2. 4n; delegate fivm the elty 
to the first Protlnolal Congpees, 4Je; arrest 
and sabseqaont relesse of. ISO ; eoleis tbc 
urmy, 4ST; office ot Biniiigioa'a &ia«tfe de- 
BlToyed by. 480. 

Selyue. Domlne Henry, InslnUed at Brenckelen, 

ShoeiuBku°s land, the, il2S. 

Sk'nn^ Abraham, American ConimlB3ary.589. 

Bmlth. 'WMim, WS, SK; In the Zei^er trial, 

CosV.SM; reetored to Ihe bar, 878, 3T<( 40». 
Smith, MIehasl. In the tattle of Golden Hill,'" 



nnlngof the 

religious, hi tlie begiSDiog of' the nineloenth 

centniy, SSI. 
Society, Jiyal FnbUoatlon, history of, 609-818. 
Sons i^LibertT, organiaitlon ot 449 ; leaders ot 



of 6oiTe«pohdeaos chosen by, £1T; Colden 
bnmt in efflcy on the Oommona I7, 418-431) ; 
etamiH) dellvenjd by Colden to, 4K1, 428; 
stamp dJslrlbntor £k Marylimd selEod by, 
429; stamps on hoard the lUinerra seized and 
burnt by, 42T.438: first slsmped paper seen 
hi the city, 429; Lord Grenvllfe, Lord CoMlie 

Commime, 438, 429 i^repe&l of tlie Slamp^Act ; 
Ubetty Pole erected 00 the Commons by. 



43».48l>; batthH abont the liberty Pole 429- 



andbllla 



. Aaaembly Is- 
Libertr'p^'— "^^~"''-" "- - ■' "— ■ -' 

dlgnatlon m. .^ 

battle of Golden H..., , ^ 

tweeted by. 404 4M; Hampden Hall pnrehaaed 
by, 4SIL 4M; NstJum £w«^ 4B3: spirited 
Kctlon in respect to the landing of tea, 4GT, 
1€S; arrlTal Mthe tea ships: tcfr-par^lnNev 
Turk Harbor, 4S9-4T8; leave lAiiie of the 
citpUdns by Qu, Sons of L]lierty71l2, 418; 
coiTespondenoe vlth the Sons of Uber^ In 

Boston; theOommitteerfillly-or-' ' 

of the non- Importation 

4T8, 4T4; gnat maoting : , _ 

hoarda Ittp the Boston Barranke eeii— -,. 
4S0; reception of the oeirE of the battle of 
Lexlngbmby, 4B1-4S3; aelznte u( the stona 
at Tnrtle Bay by,488; the Braad street affidr, 
4S4-4£fii removal (^ the cannon Irom Ihe 
Battetri bombaidmentuf the town by the 
*-'>^; JiMntfim's SoHtto deslToyed by, 



Tor^: ettttat at George 
ihe Llber^ Boya, ^3; 1 



Boya, ^3; after the 
f the British, GIO. Oil ; 
. ; homing of Oliver V 
londngdaL by, M3, U8. 
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Spruat, D&vld, British conuniss 
Stenben, Baron, arrival ot SOT; p 



Stirling, IJird, Long Island granted by Ply month 

Company taSTi, 88. 
SUrling, U<rd WilliMn Aleiandcf. In the battle 

of Loi^ Island, 494-498; expedition against 

Streets of New Amsterdam in 1664 18S-10O. 
Strickland's Plahi, battle ot 1-22. 
Snb-TreaBiiry, 87B. 
Sugar-house hi liberty street, eivciion ot 816, 

SiW-house, Bhioelander'B, in the Bevulution, 

Sullivan. Oeneml, in tie battle of Long Island, 

494-498, 
Swaanendael. cl;dmed as a patroonshlp. DT; 

massacre at, 68.69; purdioaeii by the Com 



Tombs. 78 

Tnaty of Tawseentba, ^ 45. ' 

Underbill, John, settles In New Notberland, 88; 

Dnlch govoroment, IS7. ' 
Union Square Meeting. A^l 20, ISGl. 795, 766. 
Utrecht, New, founded by Jaqnes Corteiyou. ISO. 

Van Cortlandt, Oloffe Stevenson, aMennnn, ISt, 
Van ConweDhoven,93, 188, 1S6. 
Van Dam, Eip, member of Council ot Honter. 
388, 398; (^Bumet. 805; sdmlnisters affldia 

with Cosby, 380, 881 ; contest with Chirte, B4B, 
VanderclWs Orchard, 833. 824. 
Vandergrlst, Paulua, one of the first schepena, 

136. 
Van Dhicklagen, Lnbbertns. echont flecal of the 

province; dispute with Van Twiller. 72; ans- 

l^ned by the Statfa General. 77, 78; Vlce- 

Dircetor under Stuyveaant, 126^ 
Van Dyck, Hendrick, in the Indian war, 109. 
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I»ny in tta city mad.; Ui, 95, 
Van Gheel. Maifmllian, obb of tie flrat achtpena, 

Tan HatCen, Arent. one of the firet burgumns- 

ten.im 
Van NesB Honae. the. «IS. 619. 
Van Bemnud, Jin, koopmaD. S2, 6E. Ki, 
Van Knyven- Comellua, Blilcnnan, 101. 
Vm Sohelluyno, Dirok, firet lawyer of New 

Amsterinm, 184 
Van TlenhoFBn, ConieHua, koopman. M, I* 1 In 
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... Mi^ta^^nenl. of New 
t to New Toit, T8S-JW. 



WallouDS. arrival of, M. 

Walton House, the, erected. 88B, 889. 

Wamponi, desoripMon of, 99. 100; i 



Long Ulau.1, 
roCreats trons long lalanf. AS-SOD ; 
■the city, 501; In flie battle of Harlem Plains. 
BOS, BOB: at Morrlsanii, SW; ovaonaleH the 
Ishmd. eOl : oansplisay aiulnat, hafSed by the 
New York rtelegBUoii. B4». OM ; enteta the city 
on the eath of Noyember, ITSU, SBS; at 
FrannooB' Taiem, BTa, BIS: Inanpirated first 



11am, one of the Bona i Liberty, 412, 

^rasmne, one of the Sons of Liberty, 

winter Garden burned, SJi. 

Wlstsr, Caspar, one of the Sens of Liberty, 445 

"Wolfert'a Ifeii 2S, 894. 

■Woodhnll, GenTllBthanlel, death of 19a 

Wool, Gen.. In command at Ne» Toi-k, TM. 

WorUi Monnnient, erection of, IIO. 



Zanther^-See Bills. 

Zenner, John Peler. birth and hlatorv o£ 339; 
a5io York Weekly Jtmmal pnbfished by. 
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